
JESG in Edinburgh 

20 August 2013

4. Exploring the Comitology Process

Paul Wakeley

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10



15

ENTSO 
develops 
Network 

Code

ACER 
reviews
Network 

Code

Commission 
starts 

development 
process

ACER

develops 
FWGL

Commission
invites 
ENTSO 

to develop 

Network 
Code

By 2014

Network Code 
becomes Law

GB to 
demonstrate
compliance

Comitology

led by
Commission

Comitolo-what?

ENTSO-E / ACER 
development process

Defined in 
Reguation (EC) 714/2009

National 
Application/

Implementation 
Process

The process by which the 
EU Commission exercises 

it implementing powers, 
with the assistance of 
‘Comitology committees’
consisting of members 
states

The process by which the 
EU Commission exercises 

it implementing powers, 
with the assistance of 
‘Comitology committees’
consisting of members 
states

Code 
become EU 
Regulation

C
om

ito
lo

gy

The process by which the EU 
Commission exercises it 
implementing powers, with 

the assistance of ‘Comitology 
committees’ consisting of 
members states

The process by which the EU 
Commission exercises it 
implementing powers, with 

the assistance of ‘Comitology 
committees’ consisting of 
members states

Directorate General for Energy

Committee on the implementation of legislation on conditions of access to 
the network for border exchanges in electricity

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm



16

3 Phases of Comitology

C
om

ito
lo

gy

Comitology
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3 Phases of Comitology

•Assessment 
legal/substance

•Impact Assessment

•Inter-service 
Consultation

•Translation

•4-6 months

•Scrutiny by Parliament 
and Council

•Draft presented

•Informal meetings to 
discuss issues and 
solutions

•Formal Meetings
•Discuss
•Vote
•Adopt by QMV

Political Comitology

Council & 
Parliament
Approval

Member State 
Approval

Pre-Comitology 

Comitology

Draft
NC

Revised 
Draft
NC

Adopted
NC

Approved
NC

Based on Commission slides presented 

at Florence Forum, 2013.

Stakeholder Views/Input 

DECC-Ofgem SH Workshops
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Comitology Timescales
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Implementation period of 36 months (assumed same as RFG/DCC)
Until c.June 

2018

Until c.2021Phased Introduction over 6 years

Implementation period assumed 18 months (Nothing stated in NC)

Implementation period of 'at least 18 months' and the same as OS (TBC)

Implementation period of 'a minimum of 18 months" (TBC)

Implementation period TBC (Shown as 24 months same as CACM)

Implementation period of 24 months (TBC)

Implementation period of 36 months (TBC)

Implementation period of 36 months (TBC)
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Political Comitology

(duration estimated)

Comitology

Political Comitology

(duration estimated)

Comitology

IA, text 

review & 

translations

Political Comitology

(duration estimated)
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Comitology

IA, text 

review & 

translations

ACER 

Review

Call 

for 

Stake

holder 

evide

Initial Drafting
Consult

ation
Finalise drafting

Consult

ation

ENTSO-E Drafting

HVDC

ENTSO-E Drafting Comitology

Political Comitology

(duration estimated)

Consult

ation
Finalise draftingInitial Drafting

Electricity Balancing
Framework Guidelines on 

Balancing

Finalise drafting

IA, text 

review & 

translation

s

Forward Capacity 

Allocation

ACER 

Review

ENTSO-E Drafting

ACER 

Review
Initial drafting

IA, text 

review & 

translations

Load Frequency 

Control & Reserves

ENTSO-E Drafting

Initial drafting
Consult

ation

Finalise 

drafting

Impact Assessment, text 

review and translations

Operational Planning 

& Scheduling

Initial drafting
Consult

ation
Finalise drafting

Operational Security

ENTSO-E Drafting

ACER 

Review

ENTSO-E 

Revisions

Political Comitology

(duration estimated)

ENTSO-E Drafting

ACER 

ReviewInitial 

drafting
Drafting

Pre-Comitology Comitology

Consult

ation
Finalise drafting

Impact Assessment, text 

review and translations

Political Comitology

(duration estimated)

Requirements for 
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Guide; IA, text review 

and translationsCommission drafting of Governance Guidelines
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ENTSO-E Drafting
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Review
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Finalise 
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Demand Connection 
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ENTSO-E Drafting ACER 

Review

ENTSO-E Drafting

ACER 

Review

Revision of Code 

based  on ACER 

Opinion

Capacity Allocation 

and Congestion 

Management

Drafting of Regulation
(started as an ERGEG document, later become a Commission 

document)

Network Code

Transparency 

Regulations
Parliamentary Approval

Public 

Consult

ation on 

MOP
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Implementation period of 18 months as specified in Regulation
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Questions

� Paul Wakeley, nationalgrid
01926 655582

paul.wakeley@nationalgrid.com


