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When do we issue a Gas Balancing 
Alert

Day Ahead

If 13:00 Demand forecast > GBA Trigger level

Within Day

If supply loss > 25mcm and reasonable expectation of 
end of day deficit

No change since last winter!
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GBA Trigger Level

GBA Trigger Level = Non Storage Supplies + Storage          
Deliverability
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Non Storage Supplies

Sum of UKCS, Norway, LNG Importation, IUK and BBL

Flat figure based on winter outlook

Components reviewed monthly (minimum)

Starts winter at 367mcm
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Storage Deliverability

Last year assumed flat figure on site-by-site basis

Refined this year based on experience

Will still review at least monthly.
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Example Storage Site - Delivery Decay 
Profile
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Impact on profile of storage 
deliverability
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Winter Outlook Report

Highlights
Forecast demands for winter 2010/11 are 0.5% higher than 
weather corrected actual demands in 2009/10, but uncertainty 
over power station demand

Expectation of higher LNG flows with base case view of 60 
mcm/d, although uncertainty due to global nature of LNG

Non storage supply base case forecast  = 367 mcm/d (343 for 
winter 2009/10)

Higher Norwegian flows to the UK expected with the start of 
flows from the Gjøa field

www.nationalgrid.com/uk/Gas/TYS/outlook/
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NSS v demand relationship
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last 5 years of data

95% of NSS curve: realistic maximum that 
is operationally available
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Winter 2009 data for illustration
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November
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December
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January
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February
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March

150

200

250

300

350

400

200 240 280 320 360 400 440 480

Demand (mcm/d)

NS
S 

su
pp

lie
s 

(m
cm

/d
)

Actual NSS 95% NSS v demand relationship NSS v demand relationship


