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National Grid Snowdonia Visual Impact Provision project
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report
1. Project introduction
1.1

Background

This report has been prepared to support an application for planning permission by National Grid plc
(National Grid) for its stakeholder-driven proposals to reduce the visual impact of a section of
electricity transmission line (4ZC) near the towns and villages surrounding the Dwyryd Estuary. The
proposals involve the removal of an approximately 3.5km section of overhead line and replacing it
with underground infrastructure. The report outlines National Grid’s approach to pre-application
community and stakeholder engagement on its proposals, detailing the activities undertaken as well
as the outcomes of this programme.

1.2

About Visual Impact Provision

National Grid’s Visual Impact Provision (VIP) project makes use of part of a £500 million provision by
Ofgem to mitigate the visual impact of existing electricity transmission infrastructure in Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) and National Parks in England and Wales.
The provision was made available following extensive willingness to pay research by National Grid,
conducted on behalf of the energy regulator, Ofgem. This revealed that electricity consumers would
be prepared to fund work to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and environmental
heritage within our most protected landscapes.
The Guiding Principles of the VIP project 1, against which potential projects are measured, reflect its
stakeholder-driven nature and focus on benefits not only to the landscape, but to the community and
wider public. They state:
“Working with stakeholders, we will prioritise proposals which:
•

•
•
•

result in greatest landscape enhancement benefits
result in greatest opportunities to conserve and enhance natural beauty, wildlife and cultural
heritage whilst avoiding unacceptable environmental impacts
result in greatest opportunities to encourage public understanding and enjoyment of the
protected landscapes, including positive socio-economic impacts
are technically feasible in context of the wider transmission system
are economical and efficient”

1http://snowdonia.nationalgrid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/NG-VIP-Policy_updated-April-2018_FINAL.pdf
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1.3

Overhead line proposed for removal

The 3.5km section of National Grid overhead transmission line that has been proposed for removal as
part of the VIP project in the Snowdonia National Park was identified following a comprehensive,
independent survey across AONBs and National Parks in England and Wales.

It is one of 12 overhead line sections where the existing National Grid infrastructure is considered to
have the greatest visual impact on the landscape.
Following work by National Grid and its specialist consultants to review each of the 12 sections of line
with the greatest landscape impacts. In September 2015, the project’s independent Stakeholder
Advisory Group (see below) selected four projects to be progressed. The proposed Snowdonia
National Park project was one of the four.
The Snowdonia National Park section runs close to a number of villages and communities, including
Penrhyndeudraeth, Minffordd, Talsarnau and Llandecwyn, all of which National Grid has proactively
sought to engage with during its development of the project.
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1.4

Overview of public consultation and engagement methodology

As the transmission network licence holder, how National Grid manages its relationships and works
with communities and other affected stakeholders is important to us. Under Section 38 and Schedule
9 of the Electricity Act 1989, National Grid has a duty to have regard to the desirability of the
preservation of amenity: the natural environment, cultural heritage, landscape and visual quality, as
well as the effect of its works on communities.
National Grid’s Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy 2 sets out a commitment to meet this duty
as follows.
“We will promote genuine and meaningful stakeholder and community engagement. We will
meet and, where appropriate, exceed the statutory requirements for consultation or
engagement. We will adopt the following principles to help us meet this commitment:
•

we will seek to identify and understand the views and opinions of all the stakeholders
and communities who may be affected by our works

•

we will provide opportunities for engagement from the early stages of the process,
where options and alternatives are being considered and there is the greatest scope
to influence the design of the works

•

we will endeavor to enable constructive debate to take place, creating open and twoway communication processes

•

we will ensure that benefits, constraints and adverse impacts of proposed works are
communicated openly for meaningful stakeholder and community comment and
discussion

•

we will be clear about any aspects of the works that cannot be altered

•

we will utilise appropriate methods and effort in engaging stakeholders and
communities, proportionate to the scale and impact of the works

•

we will provide feedback on how views expressed have been considered and the
outcomes of any engagement process or activity”

National Grid has tailored its consultation programme with regard to the community in Gwynedd,
sought advice from the relevant local authorities, and has sought to go above and beyond guidelines
and requirements set out for developers, engaging as many stakeholders as possible and maximising
opportunities for feedback. Prior to finalising the proposals, National Grid carefully considered the
feedback it received from local stakeholders and residents during the consultation process.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2012) encourages pro-active communication
between applicants, local planning authorities and local communities. It states:
“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the
planning application system for all parties. Good quality pre-application discussion enables
better communication between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the
community.” (ref para 188)

2

http://www2.nationalgrid.com/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=13793
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The NPPF continues by stating that:
“Local planning authorities have a key role to play in encouraging other parties to take maximum
advantage of the pre-application stage. They cannot require that a developer engages with
them before submitting a planning application, but they should encourage take-up of any preapplication services they do offer. They should also, where they think this would be beneficial,
encourage any applicants who are not already required to do so by law to engage with the local
community before submitting their applications.” (ref para 189)
It also advises that:
“The more issues that can be resolved at pre-application stage, the greater the benefits......”
(ref para 190).
National Grid recognises that pre-application consultation is an effective process for informing people
proposals in good time, enabling communities to comment on, and participate in, the development of
planning applications.
National Grid also took note of guidance from the Welsh Government planning policy on effective
community consultation.
“The Welsh Government’s evidence gathering process, when preparing the Act, identified that
more effort was needed to involve communities in the planning of developments that affect
them. Furthermore, that community involvement should occur at a stage when it is meaningful
and can influence the scheme, rather than after important decisions have been made.” 3
Responding to this, National Grid involved local communities, through proactive engagement, at the
onset of the project to ensure valuable feedback was gathered. Public engagement events took place
in January 2015 and again in July 2016 and November 2018.
Throughout the project and outside these events, proactive engagement has been achieved through
regular meetings with local stakeholders, including town and community councils. Open and
supportive relationships have been built throughout the project area resulting in significant support
from local residents, businesses and stakeholders. Feedback has frequently complemented National
Grid on its commitment to local engagement and the level of detailed information available for public
comment.

3

Pre-application Community Consultation: Best Practice Guidance for Developers; Welsh Government;
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-09/pre-application-community-consultation.pdf
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2. Pre-application consultation (PAC) December 2019 –
January 2020
National Grid have been advised by the Snowdonia National Park Authority and Gwynedd Council to
prepare a Section 2F – Pre Application Consultation (PAC) Report, in respect of their proposed
planning application for the removal of an approximately 3.5km section of overhead line across the
Dwyryd Estuary and replacing it with underground infrastructure. The project works comprise of:
•
•
•

A new tunnel head house (including associated construction compound) and permanent
access road on the western side of the Dwyryd Estuary;
A new tunnel head house (including associated construction compound) and permanent
access road on the eastern side of the Dwyryd Estuary;
A new sealing end compound on the eastern side of the Dwyryd Estuary.

This section (Section 2) contains the formal Pre-application Consultation (PAC) report. The following
sections give the wider context in which this final round of consultation was undertaken and the extent
of public and stakeholder input to the project since its inception.
In accordance with Part 1A of ‘The Town and Country Planning (Development Management
Procedures) (Wales) (Amended) Order 2016” (DMPO 2016), all major developments are required to
be subject of pre-application consultation, prior to the Planning Application being validated by the
Local Planning Authority.
The Order requires that the following constitutes a “Pre-application Consultation”.
• Publicity before application for Planning Permission (Section 2C)
• Consultation before applying for Planning Permission (Section 2D)
• Duty to respond to pre-application consultation (Section 2E)
• Pre-application Consultation Report (Section 2F)
This Pre-Application Consultation Report is prepared in accordance with Part 1 Section 2F of the
2016 Order and demonstrates how the applicant has complied with Section 61z of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 and has responded to the Consultation received from any person
consulted under Section 61z (3) or (4) of the 1990 Act.
This section of the report includes;
• A copy of the Site Notice (Appendix A)
• A declaration that the notice was displayed correctly (See Plan Appendix A)
• A list of the addresses of statutory consultees (Appendix B)
• A copy of all notices given to Adjoining Land Owners / Occupiers (Appendix C)
• A copy of all notices given to specialist consultees (Appendix D)
• A copy of the letter issued to 1300 local residents and community members (Appendix E)
• A Screenshot of the PAC advertised on National Grid Snowdonia VIP Website (Appendix F)
• A summary of all views raised by those consulted
• Copies of all responses received from specialist consultees (Appendix G)
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2.1 Publicity before applying for planning permission
In accordance with Section 2C of the Development Management Procedure Order 2016, the applicant
has undertaken the appropriate publicity by way of:•

Displaying a site notice for a period of more than 28 days from 06/12/2019 to the 10/01/2020.
A copy of the site notice and photographs are included in Appendix A.

Given requisite notice in writing to local residents and community members. This consisted of a
letter being issued to 1300 addresses in the Penrhyndeudraeth and Minffordd area. A copy of this
letter can be found in Appendix E
•

Given requisite notice in writing to owners or occupiers of any land adjoining the application
site and Penrhyndeudraeth Town Council, Talsarnau Community Council, Maentwrog
Community Council (list contained in Appendix B) as detailed in the regulations.

•

Made the following information available for inspection;
o Environmental Summary English and Welsh
o Planning Application
o Design Access Statement
o East- Architectural – Proposed Roof Plan – Cilfor
o East- Cilfor Shaft Site – Construction and Permanent Access Track
o East- Eastern Tunnel Head House Building – E & W Elevations
o East- Eastern Tunnel Head House Building – N & S Elevations
o East- Proposed Cilfor SEC Elevation
o East- Proposed Cilfor SEC Layout
o East- Proposed Site Plan Eastern Tunnel Head House
o Planning Application East Location Plan
o Planning Application Location
o Planning Application West Location Plan
o West- Architectural – Proposed Roof Plan – Garth
o West- Proposed Site Plan Western tunnel Head House
o West- Western Tunnel Head House Building – E & W Elevations
o West- Western Tunnel Head House Building – N & S Elevations
o Environmental Appraisal Report:
o Chapter 1 Introduction
o Chapter 2 Project Description
o Appendix 2A – 2C CEMP Part 1
o Figures 2.1 – 2.15
o Chapter 3 Environmental Appraisal Process
o Appendix 3A – 3C
o Chapter 4 Consultation
o Chapter 5 Planning Policy
o Figure 5.1
o Chapter 6 Landscape & Visual Appraisal
o Appendix 6A – 6D
o Figures 6.1 – 6.13
o Illustrative Photomontages
o Chapter 7 Terrestrial Ecology
o Appendix 7A – 7C
o Figure 7.1 and 7.2
o Chapter 8 Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
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o

o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o

o
o

o Appendix 8A and 8B
o Figures 8.1 – 8.3
Chapter 9 Water Resources
o Figures 9.1 – 9.3
o Appendix 9A and 9B
Chapter 10 Ground Conditions
o Appendix 10A and 10B
o Figure 10.1 – 10.5
Chapter 11 Agriculture and Land Use
o Figure 11.1 and 11.2
Chapter 12 Transport
o Appendix 12A
o Figures 12.1 – 12.8
Chapter 13 Socioeconomics and Tourism
o Figures 13.1 – 13.3
Chapter 14 Noise & Vibration
o Appendix 14A – 14D
o Figure 14.1
Chapter 15 Marine Physical Processes Chapter
o Figure 15.1 and 15.2
Chapter 16 Marine Ecology
o Appendix 16A and 16B
o Figure 16.1
Chapter 17 Marine Archaeology
o Appendix 17A and 17B
o Figure 17.1
Chapter 18 Cumulative
Chapter 19 Health in Impact Assessment Signposting

The documents were made available for inspection at the following locations;
•

•

As easily downloadable PDFs on National Grid VIP’s dual language website
(www.snowdonia.nationalgrid.co.uk) for the period from 06/12/2019 to 10/01/2020. A copy of
the screen shot is included in Appendix F.
As a hard copy at the Snowdonia National Park Authority Offices, Penrhyndeudraeth, LL48
6LF for the period from 06/12/2019 to 10/01/2020.

In addition to this PAC National Grid have also held public engagement events and meetings with the
community council prior to the PAC process. Details of which can be found in Section 3 of this report.

9
March 2020

National Grid – Snowdonia Visual Impact Provision (VIP) Project
Pre-Application Consultation Report

2.2 Consultation before applying for planning permission
In accordance with Section 2D of the DMP Order 2016 the applicant has undertaken the following
consultations;
•

Undertaken consultation with the following specialist consultees (copy of notices included in
Appendix D)
o Natural Resources Wales
o CADW
o Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales (CPRW)
o RSPB Cymru
o Woodland Trust
o Gwynedd Archaeological Trust
o National Trust
o Eryri Association
o Council for British Archaeology in Wales
o Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales
o Tourism Partnership North Wales
o North Wales Tourist Guiding Association
o Visit Wales
o Wales Tourism Alliance
o Ramblers Cymru
o Ride North Wales
o Country Land and Business Association
o Farmers Union Wales
o NFU
o North Wales Business Club
o West Cheshire and North Wales Chamber of Commerce
o Gwynedd Business Network
o Federation of Small Businesses
o Magnox, Trawsfynydd Site
o Snowdonia Society
o Network Rail
o Dwr Cymriu
o Snowdonia National Park Authority
o Snowdonia National Park Authority Planning Committee
o Local Gwynedd Councillor
o Member of Parliament
o Welsh Government Assembly Members
o Penrhyndeudraeth Town Council
o Talsarnau Community Council
o Maentrwog Community Council

The above consultees were given notice that the responses were required by the 10/01/2020 which
was in excess of the minimum 28 days from the receipt of the notice (issued on 04/12/2020).
In addition, affected landowners/occupiers were sent a copy of the notice (Appendix C) and a notice
(Appendix A) was posted on 04/12/19 at 10 different locations, close to the proposed development
and within the town of Penrhyndeudraeth and Minffordd (see location Plan in Appendix A), to inform
the general public.
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2.2.1 Public consultation event December 2019
A public consultation event was held on Wednesday 11 December 2019 at the Snowdonia National
Park Authority Offices, Penrhyndeudraeth, LL48 6LF.
This event took place between 2pm and 8pm. A total of 41 visitors to the event, including members of
Penrhyndeudraeth Town Council, representatives of the Snowdonia National Park Authority, CPRW,
North Wales Wildlife Trust, the Snowdonia Society, Ffestiniog Railway, local business owners and
residents and landowners.
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2.3. Response to pre-application consultation – Specialist Consultees
In accordance with the requests of Section 2E of its DMPO 2016, the following specialist consultees have responded to the pre-application consultation;
(copies included in Appendix G).
•
•
•

Gwynedd Council Planning and Public Protection Service
Gwynedd Council Biodiversity Team
National Trust

Stakeholders, including Gwynedd Council, Snowdonia National Park and Natural Resources Wales continue to engage directly with the project team in regard
to any comments on the proposals. This engagement will continue through the consent process to finish of construction.
The specialist consultees have submitted the representations which form Appendix G to this report, and have been summarised below. National Grid’s
response to the representations raised by the Specialist Consultees are noted in Table 1 below

2.3.1 Table one - Representations from Specialist Consultees and National Grids response
Specialist Consultee
National Trust

Representation
Complexity of consenting regimes – need to
continue an overview of the project via website
and communication mechanisms through
consenting and construction

Response to representation
Due to the location and nature of the Proposed Project there is a
requirement to obtain a variety of primary consents to construct and operate
the cable tunnel and remove the VIP subsection. The consenting regime for
the Proposed Project is discussed in Volume 1, Chapter 1 (Introduction) of
the Environmental Appraisal. The land parcels affected by each of the
consenting regimes is illustrated in Volume 2, on Figure 1.2 (Consenting).
This will form part of the Planning Submission and will be available on the
National Grid website. Post consent a communication plan will be prepared
to identify approach to ongoing engagement with both stakeholders and the
public up to commencement of construction and through the construction
and restoration period.
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National Trust

Engagement - continue engagement within the
community particularly with regard to traffic and
tourism issues during construction

National Trust

Monitoring – establish monitoring framework for
project for construction and implementation
(based on significance) to include consented
elements and those which did not require consent.
S3.3.15 of the EA/linking to CEMP

Specialist Consultee
National Trust

National Trust

National Trust

Representation
Architectural – support deigns – request higher
quality and green fencing rather than standard BS
approach.
Ecological clerk of works – support and request
engagement on longevity of input for restoration
works on estuary. Commitment to post
completion survey and reinstatement provision to
be included within CEMP
Welcome further engagement on the project
especially on approach to monitoring

National Grid plan to continue to engage with stakeholders, the local
community and land owners during the consenting process, post consent
and through the construction and restoration process. This will follow a
similar process to engagement to date.
National Grid have undertaken an Environmental Appraisal of the Proposed
Project as a whole. The Environmental Appraisal has been undertaken
following best practice guidance and suggests mitigation and monitoring
where deemed appropriate irrespective of the applicable consenting regime.
Proposed monitoring which will be undertaken during construction is
defined within the relevant sections of the Outline Construction
Environmental Management Plan and the supporting management plans
which are appended. This information will be brought together within a
chapter of the Construction Environmental Management Plan (which will be
prepared by National Grids appointed construction contractor) to form a
monitoring framework.
A commitment to do this has been made in Chapter 3 of the Environmental
Appraisal.
There are also likely to be conditions attached to a grant of permission
which will require monitoring.
Response to representation
National Grid can commit to this, and will select a colour based on advice
from a landscape architect.
Mitigation has been proposed in the marine HRA to employ the use of an
ecological clerk of works to ensure Atlantic salt meadow rare species are
not disturbed during the marine pylon removal works.
The HRA includes mitigation for re-instatement of habitat at 4ZC031. Once
saltmarsh is re-instated there are no plans to re-survey the saltmarsh.
National Grid plan to continue to engage with stakeholders, the local
community and land owners during the consenting process, post consent
and through the construction and restoration process. This will follow a
similar process to engagement to date. This will include an approach to
appropriate levels of monitoring.
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National Trust

Note draft CEMP – want contractor detail and
commitments to specified limits and thresholds.

National Trust

Upload existing consent for OHL removal and
consents register to project website
CEMP should include monitoring and
reinstatement program from completion of
construction for appropriate period of time

National Trust

National Trust
National Trust

National Trust

CEMP – include commitment to reduce length of
time trackway access tracks are in situ 3,18,7
CEMP – welcome further information on proposed
protocol for archaeological discoveries particular
in relation to NG land

EA – Monitoring for lichen in SAC (before, during
and after)

Once appointed by National Grid the contractor will prepare a Construction
Environmental Management Plan based on the principles agreed in the
Outline CEMP during the pre-planning and planning stages of the Proposed
Project.
Copies available upon request from National Grid.
National Grid plan to continue to engage with stakeholders, the local
community and land owners during the consenting process, post consent
and through the construction and restoration process. This will follow a
similar process to engagement to date. This will include an approach to
monitoring and reinstatement.
This commitment has been added to para 3.19.7 of the Outline CEMP.
As trackway will be laid on the surface of the estuary for access to the
working area, it is not anticipated that archaeological discoveries will be
made; however, the protocol for archaeological discoveries in the marine
environment will be agreed with consultees as part of the marine licence
application process.
It is not proposed to undertake lichen surveys in the neighbouring SAC. An
air quality impact assessment has not been undertaken as part of the
planning submission as impacts to air quality fall below the required
thresholds. However, a Dust Risk Assessment has been prepared to ensure
the appropriate level of mitigation is put in place. The Dust Risk
Assessment forms an Appendix to the Outline CEMP. As part of the
measures proposed dust monitoring will be undertaken at locations to be
agreed with the local planning authority. The SAC will be one of these
monitoring locations. The risk assessment concludes that where possible
baseline monitoring should start at least three months before work
commences on site or, if it is a large site, before work on a phase
commences. It is suggested to propose dust deposition or dust flux
monitoring using Frisbee Gauges or Fablon monitoring techniques rather
than continuous automatic monitoring, subject to agreement with Local
Authority.
In addition, daily on-site and off-site visual inspection will be undertaken of
nearby receptors to monitor dust deposition.
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National Trust

EA – Bracken may be of interest

National Trust

EA – consider pine marten – if present confirms
importance of woodland/scrub connectivity

National Trust

EA – confirm mitigation for grassland lose for
grazing barnacle geese

National Trust

Potential for habitat grain post construction –
creation of species rich grassland

National Trust

EA – direct loss of mire – mitigation through
improvement of habitat quality and reuse of peat
ensure at least no loss of area

Specialist consultee
National Trust

Representation
Additional compensation for loss of valley mire
habitat to be agreed with consultees/provide real
biodiversity gain

Gwynedd Council –
Environment
Department

Welsh Language – note guidance and need for
Welsh Language Statement and need to confirm
to policy criteria

The Dust Risk Assessment provides details of mitigation measures which
will be employed.
Ecological surveys completed to date have highlighted bracken, however
these areas are species poor and dominated entirely by bracken with no
scrub present.
Pine martins have not been identified in the area from background data
searches and ecological records. The Proposed Project avoids areas of
woodland that are suitable for this species.
Winter birds’ surveys have been undertaken at the proposed Garth Tunnel
Head House compound which is situated in an area of semi improved
grassland. Barnacle geese were not identified during the winter bird surveys
in this location. However, they were identified on the eastern parts of the
Dwyryd Estuary close to the railway line. Habitat mitigation has been
developed following the consultation draft and will be presented as part of
the planning submission.
Habitat mitigation and enhancement has been developed following the
responses to the consultation draft and will be presented as part of the
planning submission. As part of the proposal’s areas of poor semi-improved
grassland will be enhanced with the aim of creating species rich grassland.
The planning submission includes measures to improve the quality of the
mire habitat from moderate to good quality. A Habitat Management Plan
and Peat Management Plan has been prepared for the Eastern Tunnel
Head House Compound (Appendix 6 and Appendix 9 of the Outline CEMP)
and will be submitted in support of the planning application.
Response to representation
National Grid are discussing the details of a mitigation/ compensation
package with Snowdonia National Park Authority that will ensure a
biodiversity gain.
A Welsh Language Statement has been prepared and will be submitted in
support of the planning application.
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Gwynedd Council –
Environment
Department
Gwynedd Council –
Environment
Department
Gwynedd Council –
Environment
Department

Transport – ensure consult with Gwynedd Council
Transportation Unit and that application accords
with advice received (including at screening)
Flooding and Drainage – Flood consequences
assessment required confirming to TAN15
Sustainable drainage for surface water required.
Design and built in accordance with Welsh
standards. To be approved by GC before
construction commences.

Gwynedd Council –
Environment
Department
Gwynedd Council –
Environment
Department

Development larger than 1000m – Water
conservation Statement required.

Gwynedd Council –
Environment
Department

Impact on Heritage Assets – confirm consulted
with CADW

Gwynedd Council –
Environment
Department
Gwynedd Council Regulatory
Department
Gwynedd Council
Environment
Department

Carbon management – if proposals exceed
thresholds in PCYFF5 an Energy Statement
needs to be submitted with application
Extended size of Western Construction
Compound – ensure the EA covers increased
area)
There is an opportunity for biodiversity gain by
designing in provision for wildlife in the design of
the tunnel head house. Especially nesting
opportunities for swifts.

Biodiversity and Ecological matters - Confirm
consulted with GC biodiversity unit and NRW

Paragraph 12.3.6 of Chapter 12 Traffic and Transport confirms Gwynedd
Council Traffic Unit were ‘satisfied with the approach to the assessment of
Traffic and Transport and mitigation measures proposed.’
A Flood Consequence Assessment (which conforms with requirements set
out in TAN15) has been prepared and will be submitted in support of the
planning application (Appendix 9A of the Environmental Appraisal).
A Sustainable Drainage (SUDs) Strategy Report has been prepared and will
be submitted in support of the planning application (Appendix 9B of the
Environmental Appraisal). The SUDS Strategy is aligned to Welsh Statutory
SuDS Standards. The SUDs Strategy will be submitted for approval by
Gwynedd Council acting in its role as a SuDS Approving Body (SAB).
A Water Conservation Statement has been prepared and will be submitted
in support of the planning application.
Consultation has been carried out with Gwynedd Council, Snowdonia
National Park Authority and Natural Resources Wales on ecological
matters- Table 7.2 within Chapter 7 provides information on consultation
undertaken.
Consultation was undertaken during the screening and scoping process
where CADW concluded that ‘there are no historic environment grounds to
require an environmental impact assessment and if this is required the
historic environment can be “scoped out” of the resulting document’.
A Carbon Management Plan has been prepared and will be submitted in
support of the planning application.
The environmental assessment covers the extended size of the Western
Construction Compound.
Consideration will be given to this as the detailed design for the head house
progresses. However due to safety and maintenance considerations it is
unlikely that this type of enhancement will be possible on the building but
consideration will be given to opportunities elsewhere on the site and
National Grid's land holding.
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2.4 Table two – general responses to pre-application
Representation
Member of the public

Response to representation
Thanked for information which was very
helpful. Missed the consultation event in
Penrhyndeudraeth.and required further
information on this project and the proposed
works to connect the new power station at
Wylfa.

Representation Ref. Nos.
Further information provided on the project and the proposed connection Wylfa
Newydd nuclear power station on Anglesey

2.4.1 Responses supporting the proposed development
Representation
Member of the Public

Representation
This is a courtesy e-mail to thank you and your colleagues very much for coming over to see us last Friday morning.
Clive and I both found the meeting very helpful.
We are very pleased that you intend to move the access track that was concerning us and, while there will be some
impact upon us during the temporary works, feel that this addresses our immediate concerns.

Member of the Public

Member of the public

We will take a keen interest in the application as it progresses and hope it gets a smooth passage through the system.
May I thank you for this detailed answer to my query. It's most helpful.
And thank you for the document that prompted me to write to you in the first place. I feel that so often communications
can fall short when it comes to projects of this magnitude, but you do seem prepared to keep us all posted - for which I
am most grateful.
Best wishes
Howard Wilson
I would like to give my 100% support to this fantastic project. This will completely transform this once beautiful estuary.
This will be absolutely amazing once completed. Please use local workforce and business were ever possible. Thank
you so much for this once in a life time transformation.

Engagement with both stakeholders, the public and landowners has been undertaken from the inception of the project to date. At all times
there has been good and positive engagement with the public and they have raised any concerns they have both during the periods of
consultation but at other times in the projects development. Details of this engagement are set out in further detail in this document. It is
anticipated that this dialogue will continue through the consenting and construction process.
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3. Consultation carried out prior to Pre-Application
Consultation
3.1

Stakeholder Advisory Group

At the outset of the project National Grid invited a group of stakeholders with national remits for
England and Wales to join the project as a Stakeholder Advisory Group, under an independent chair.
Established in April 2014, the Group is chaired by environmentalist and broadcaster Chris Baines and
comprises senior representation from 15 stakeholder bodies, namely: Cadw, Campaign for National
Parks, Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE), The Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales
(CPRW), Historic England, the Landscape Institute, the National Association for Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONBs), National Parks England, National Parks Wales, the National Trust, Natural
England, Natural Resources Wales, The Ramblers, Visit England and Visit Wales.
These organisations advise the project not only on identifying and developing individual projects, but
also on the most effective ways to engage with stakeholders at a local level.
The Group continues to monitor and advise on the Snowdonia VIP project as well as making key
decisions throughout the lifetime of the VIP project.

3.2

Stakeholder Reference Groups

To guide the project at a local level, an independent Stakeholder Reference Group has been
established in each VIP priority area, including Snowdonia. These Groups allow us to have open
dialogues with local stakeholders, keep them informed about the project and establish their priorities
for using the Visual Impact Provision funding.
The Stakeholder Reference Group for Snowdonia was established in January 2015 and has been
invaluable in providing vital information and advice on National Grid’s plans for reducing the impact of
its transmission lines in the Snowdonia National Park.
Its membership includes representatives from Gwynedd Council, local Ward Councillors, Snowdonia
National Park Authority, Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service, Gwynedd Council Planning
Service, National Trust and Natural Resource Wales.

3.3

Early engagement programme

National Grid’s VIP project has been stakeholder-driven from the outset. Sstakeholder’s play an
ongoing central role in helping to identify those areas and existing overhead lines (OHLs) which would
benefit most from visual enhancements.
Ahead of any statutory consultation to support the planning application, we had already engaged
extensively with local people and stakeholders using the majority of techniques recommended in the
Snowdonia National Park Authority’s Community Involvement Scheme, as detailed in the ‘Eryri Local
Development Plan Delivery Agreement’ 4 (July 2016) over a number of years.

4http://www.eryri-npa.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/772936/DeliveryAgreementFinal-2016.pdf
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“It is intended that the Community Involvement Scheme will meet the Welsh Government’s
principles for:

• Creating the conditions for early involvement and feedback at a stage when people can
recognise a chance to influence the plan;
• Encouraging the commitment of all participants to an open and honest debate on realistic
development alternatives in the search for a consensus; and
• Recognising the need to adopt approaches for engaging the community including business,
which seek the views of those not normally involved.” 5
Techniques included:
•

Using plain language wherever possible

•

Trying to make issues easy for everybody to understand

•

Encouraging local people to get involved

•

Bi-lingual public events, with consultation documents available in Welsh and English

•

Making information freely available to the public through the dedicated dual language project
website

In its guidance for consulting on planning applications, the Government notes that early involvement
of local communities, local authorities and statutory consultees can bring about significant benefits for
all parties. 6 It allows members of the public to influence the way projects are developed and how they
are integrated into the community. It helps local people understand better what a particular project
means for them, so that concerns resulting from misunderstandings are resolved early. It allows an
applicant to obtain important information about the economic, social and environmental impacts of a
scheme from consultees so that potential mitigating measures can be considered and, in some cases,
built into the project before an application is submitted.
There are some statutory requirements for pre-application consultation under the Planning (Wales)
Act 2015 which we will adhere to, but notwithstanding these, government guidance also notes:
To manage the tension between consulting early, but also having project proposals that are
firm enough to enable consultees to comment, applicants are encouraged to consider an
iterative, phased consultation consisting of two (or more) stages, especially for large projects
with long development periods. For example, applicants might wish to consider undertaking
informal early consultation at a stage where options are still being considered. This will be
helpful in informing proposals and assisting the applicant in establishing a preferred option on
which to undertake formal statutory public consultation. 7
In line with this guidance, National Grid has already undertaken numerous stages of early, nonstatutory consultation. This provided the opportunity for people to share their comments and opinions
so that these could inform decisions made by the national Stakeholder Advisory Group, the

5

P.6 Eryri Local Development Plan Delivery Agreement
https://www.eryri.llyw.cymru/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/772936/DeliveryAgreementFinal-2016.pdf
6See

the CLG Guidance note ‘Planning Act 2008: Guidance on the Pre Application Process, (para 18)

7Ibid.,

(para 70)
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Snowdonia Stakeholder Reference Group and National Grid prior to the presentation of a proposal for
statutory consultation as part of the planning process. Activity to date is summarised below.

3.4

Stakeholder engagement: 2015

Having identified a shortlist of 12 subsections of overhead line in eight designated areas using the
landscape assessment methodology, the Stakeholder Advisory Group asked National Grid to carry
out early stage engagement with stakeholders and the public at a local level.
In Snowdonia, the aim of this early engagement was to gather information and intelligence on the
area to inform the options assessment and to gauge local attitudes and opinions to the work. It was
also felt that involving local groups and individuals at the outset would not only help to identify any
potential problems and challenges, but also to give the local community a sense of ownership. It
should be a requirement of any project taken forward to major engineering work that it has the support
and involvement of local people.
National Grid’s intention was to work closely with the Snowdonia National Park Authority to present a
collaborative, inclusive partnership approach to the local community. An initial scoping meeting for
this early engagement work was held between National Grid and the Snowdonia National Park
Authority and an overall approach to engagement discussed. As a result, an early engagement
programme was developed that involved:
•

A technical workshop in January 2015 for key representatives from Snowdonia National Park
Authority and other key statutory bodies identified by the authority. These included
representatives from the Snowdonia National Park Authority, Cadw and National Resources
Wales. This group formed part of a Stakeholder Reference Group (SRG) for the project.

•

A bi-lingual public drop-in event on 27th January 2015, attended by 41 people, with
consultation documents available in Welsh and English.

•

Engagement with Llyr Gruffydd AM, Liz Saville-Roberts MP and ward councillors for
Trawsfynydd and Penrhyndeudraeth, as well as further officials at Gwynedd Council.

•

Technical feedback from the Snowdonia SRG, along with the opinions of local people and
other non-technical groups who attended the drop-in session was then fed into the ‘Options
Appraisal Study’ 8 prepared for Snowdonia.

•

A second meeting of the SRG (technical stakeholders) took place on 13th August 2015.
Following the incorporation of further stakeholder feedback, the ‘Options Appraisal Study’ for
Snowdonia was then presented to the Stakeholder Advisory Group in September 2015 and
formed one of the documents that informed the Group’s decision on the priority schemes.

•

The project obtained coverage in media:
o

Pylons to be removed from Snowdonia National Park to improve views 9 15
September 2015 Daily Post North Wales (online)

8http://snowdonia.nationalgrid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/150915_Snowdonia_DOR.pdf
9https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/pylons-removed-snowdonia-national-park-10055067
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3.5

o

Snowdonia pylons could be removed under new plans 10 15 September 2015 ITV
Wales (online)

o

Interview about the project with Hector Pearson, Senior Project Manager,
National Grid 15 September 2015 BBC Wales

o

Removal of Snowdonia pylons leads to further calls to protect Anglesey 11 16
September 2018 Daily Post North Wales (online)

Stakeholder engagement: 2016

Following the September 2015 Stakeholder Advisory Group meeting, the section of line (4ZC) running
from the Garth Sealing End Compound near Minffordd across the Dwyryd Estuary in Snowdonia was
selected as one of the four priority schemes for further investigation.
National Grid directly informed the Snowdonia National Park Authority and spread the word widely
through media releases, social media and other authority communications. Direct communication
was also made with members of the SRG and those who had registered for updates via the VIP
project website. MPs, AMs and elected members from the local councils were also written to and
meetings offered on an individual basis.
Following the shortlisting announcement, National Grid undertook further liaison with the Snowdonia
National Park Authority, Gwynedd Council, key members of the SRG and other relevant technical
organisations to explore potential options further.
Specifically, the following activity took place in 2016:

10

•

Further national Stakeholder Advisory Group meetings undertaken in April 2016, September
2016 and December 2016.

•

Third and fourth meetings of the Snowdonia Stakeholder Reference Group on 26th April and
8th September 2016 respectively.

•

Bi-lingual public drop-in events on 14th July and 16th July 2016 which attracted 100 attendees,
with documents available in Welsh and English. 13 written feedback forms received
indicating broad support for the VIP project.

•

A meeting with the Snowdonia Society on Thursday 8th September 2016.

•

Ongoing meetings with landowners across the preferred route.

https://www.itv.com/news/wales/update/2015-09-15/snowdonia-to-be-pylon-free/

11https://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/removal-snowdonia-pylons-leads-further-10063770
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3.6 Public consultation November 2018
After more than three years of ongoing engagement work, National Grid carried out a defined period
of consultation in 2018. This allowed for the views of the public and key political and technical
stakeholders to shape the final proposals presented in advance of finalising the design and preparing
an application for planning consent.

3.6.1 Emerging project consultation
This consultation included more detail than had been presented to previously and also addressed
issues previously raised locally including disruption during construction, traffic management, building
design and location and site restoration.
The consultation audience was drawn from the stakeholder database which had been built up since
2015 and included:
•

Principal stakeholders / partners, e.g. Snowdonia National Park Authority, Gwynedd Council

•

Snowdonia Stakeholder Reference Group members

•

Statutory consultees, e.g. Natural Resources Wales, Cadw, Network Rail, Welsh Water, etc.

•

Local groups represented nationally on VIP’s Stakeholder Advisory Group, e.g. The
Ramblers, CPRW, Visit Wales

•

Other interest groups locally, e.g. the Snowdonia Society, tourism groups and operators

•

Town and community councils / representatives

•

Politicians – ward members, lead members, AMs, MPs, etc.

•

Schools and education establishments

•

Communities – immediate neighbours in properties / villages close to the proposed scheme,
and wider communities across the National Park

Mechanisms to ensure that plans were communicated clearly and effectively included:
•

Meetings with the Stakeholder Reference Group: ongoing meetings presented full
proposals as they emerged and incorporated valuable feedback from this important technical
reference group.

•

Direct engagement: National Grid communicated directly with individual stakeholders,
including local residents, business and community groups. Each were engaged with using a
mix of one-to-one meetings (where appropriate), presentations to small groups, letters, email
updates and phone conversations. National Grid also responded to all incoming requests
from stakeholders, residents and members of the public.

•

Third party channels: National Grid worked with the communications teams of those
stakeholders where we had an existing relationship, such as the Snowdonia National Park
Authority, to disseminate information through their established member, social media and
other channels.
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•

Project website: a dedicated project website was established in 2017. This provided news
and the latest information on the project’s development and provided the opportunity for
people to contact National Grid’s consultation team. The public drop-in events were also
prominently promoted on the website.

•

Consultation phone line: a dedicated bi-lingual hotline was established in 2017. This was
monitored by a dual language speaker and was supported by a voicemail functionality,
allowing for 24 hour a day access.

•

Media relations: regular, bilingual updates on project milestones and developments were
shared with the local media. This also notifications of consultations and other drop-in events.

•

Consultation and drop-in events: these were located at convenient venues within the
project area.

Appendices containing all feedback forms, examples of the exhibition materials and publicity materials
used and resulting media coverage can be found at the end of this document.

3.6.2 Public drop-in events
As referenced above, National Grid held three public drop-in events:
•

Thursday 15 November 2018 2pm – 8pm Snowdonia National Park Authority Offices,
Penrhyndeudraeth LL48 6LF

•

Saturday 17 November 2018 10am – 4pm Neuadd Goffa Penrhyndeudraeth, LL48 6LR

•

Saturday 24 November 2018 10am – 4pm Talsarnau Village Hall, LL47 6TA

These venues were chosen because each was in a highly accessible location in frequent use by the
local community, providing straightforward access to members of the public. The venues were clearly
marked and signposted with posters and A-frame boards.

Neuadd Goffa Penrhyndeudraeth 17 November 2018

Talsarnau Village Hall 24 November 2018

The opening hours covered weekend and evening times to ensure that everyone had an opportunity
to attend and provide the biggest potential audience of people living and working nearby.
The events were bilingual, with English and Welsh speakers present to discuss the proposals and all
consultation documents available in both languages. Printed feedback forms and a submission box
were available at the events and visitors were able to provide their feedback via the project’s freepost
address or the dedicated project website after the events.
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These sessions allowed the community to view detailed proposals for the project, including the
proposed measures to be put in place to reduce impact on the local community during construction.
Members of the project team were on hand at all times to answer any questions. Images and further
relevant information about the project were on display in A3 folders at the exhibition, along with
digitally generated photomontages to demonstrate the effect of the proposals on the landscape.
Representatives from the VIP project team staffed the exhibition at all times, together with
engineering specialists, environmental consultants, lands consultants and members of National Grid’s
communications team.

3.6.3 Event publicity and media coverage
Prior to the public consultation, National Grid sought to maximise awareness of its proposals in order
to engage as many local residents and stakeholders as possible. A range of communication
mechanisms were used to achieve this as detailed below.

Invitations to local residents and stakeholders
Local residents were sent an A3 letter via Royal Mail with centerfold map (see Appendix H) inviting
them to the public exhibitions. The letters sought to ensure that residents were aware of the
proposals, were invited to the public exhibition and were provided details of the website, email and
telephone contact details for the project team.
Letters were issued on week commencing 5th November 2018 to 1,300 neighbouring properties in the
vicinity of Penrhyndeudraeth, Minffordd and Talsarnau.
Further to this, letters offering an invitation to the events and a briefing on the project were sent to
elected representatives from Gwynedd Council, Snowdonia National Park Authority,
Penrhyndeudraeth Town Council, Talsarnau Community Council, Maentwrog Community Council and
Porthmadog Town Council, the ward councillors for Harlech and Talsarnau, Penrhyndeudraeth, and
Trawsfynydd, AMs and MPs for Dwyfor Meirionnydd, and Arfon.
National Grid also engaged with local organisations to raise awareness of the Visual Impact Provision
project and to promote the drop-in events to their members and audiences, including the Snowdonia
National Park Authority and local community groups in Talsarnau and Penrhyndeudraeth. A variety of
coverage appeared across these organisations’ digital and social media platforms, as presented in
Appendix J.

Press briefings and news releases
Media relations complemented the consultation programme to encourage press coverage. National
Grid issued a press release to key local publications and broadcasters promoting the details of the
consultation.
Editorial coverage appeared on the following date:

•

Saturday 24th November 2018 (BBC Wales, online)

A copy of the editorial can be found in Appendix I.

24
March 2020

National Grid – Snowdonia Visual Impact Provision (VIP) Project
Pre-Application Consultation Report

Further event promotion
A half page colour advert publicising the events appeared in the Cambrian News on Thursday 8th
November 2018. The advertisement was placed prominently within the news pages.
Posters were produced and placed in well-known community locations around the town of
Penrhyndeudraeth.
Digital copies of event posters were issued to local community councils and the Snowdonia National
Park Authority to be shared via social media. These posters appeared on the Cymuned Talsarnau
and the Snowdonia National Park Authority Facebook pages (see Appendix J). Guto Bebb MP also
posted a link to information about the consultation to his Facebook page (see Appendix J).
In addition, 145 copies of the event posters were printed as leaflets and placed in bookbags at three
schools closest to the project area: Ysgol Cefn Coch, Ysgol y Garreg and Ysgol Gynradd Talsarnau.

3.6.4 Feedback mechanisms
3.6.4.1

Feedback forms – paper and online

Feedback forms were available at the exhibitions for attendees to submit their comments into a clearly
marked feedback form box at each event, with a freepost postal address provided for people to send
feedback forms that they wished to complete after the events.

3.6.4.2

Feedback form questions

The majority of the questions were deliberately open-ended and qualitative so as not to constrain
respondents to a set list of options. The feedback form also provided a space for attendees to leave
their preferred contact details to receive further information about the project, if they requested.
Q1:

I have found this exhibition:

•
•
•
•
Q2:

Q3:

Very informative
Quite informative
Not very informative
Not sure / Don’t know

How would you like to be kept informed of progress with the project going forward?
• By post
• By email
• None of the above
Tell us what you think about our proposals to enhance the landscape and reduce the
visual impact of the overhead line by removing the chosen section and replacing it
with an underground connection.

Q4:

Do you have any comments on specific aspects to our plans e.g. relating to traffic,
environment, archaeology, construction, community involvement or any other issue?

Q5:

Are there any other comments you would like to make?

3.6.4.3

Accessible contact details

National Grid made available a range of contact channels throughout the consultation process:
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•
•
•

A dual language consultation telephone line (0800 019 1898) with answerphone
functionality to capture out of hours calls.
A project email address (visualimpact@nationalgrid.com)
A freepost postal address for feedback forms and other correspondence –
FREEPOST VISUAL IMPACT PROVISION

3.6.4.5 Participation and feedback
A total of 102 people attended the public exhibition over the three days: 50 at the Snowdonia Park
Authority offices on 25 November 2018, 25 at the Neuadd Goffa Penrhyndeudraeth on 17 November
2018 and 27 at Talsarnau Village Hall on 24 November 2018. The majority of visitors took the
opportunity to speak with at least one member of the project team during their visit.
Attendees included representatives from Snowdonia National Park Authority, Penrhyndeudraeth
Town Council and Talsarnau Community Council, as well as members of the public, local business
owners, affected landowners and representatives of community groups.

3.6.5 Verbal feedback
After each day of the exhibition, the National Grid team compared notes on their discussions to
establish common issues and themes to have emerged.
Overall, visitors expressed broad support for the proposals. In many cases, individuals simply wanted
to find out more about the plans and what was being done to address concerns.
Common issues and themes to emerge from verbal feedback
A

Traffic

B

• Concerns raised on the need for careful traffic management during construction
• Numbers of heavy goods vehicles (HGVs)
• HGVs on minor roads
Tunnel spoil
•

Many expressed an interest on where spoil from the proposed tunnel would be
disposed of
Landscape enhancement

C

•
•
•

3.6.5.1

Support for the project and its positive impact on the local landscape
National Grid must ensure impact on wildlife and archaeology is reduced
National Grid must ensure the design of tunnel head houses is in-keeping with
local architecture

Feedback forms – assessment of responses

A total of 36 feedback forms were submitted to the project team during the consultation window. An
analysis of the feedback form responses is provided below.

Q1: I have found this exhibition...
A total of 36 respondents answered this question:

•

35 respondents (97.222…%):

‘Very informative’
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•
•

1 respondents (2.777…%): ‘Quite informative’
0 respondents (0%):
‘Not sure / don’t know’

Q2: How would you like to be kept informed of progress with this project going forward?
A total of 36 respondents answered this question. The following forms of communication emerged as
preferable:

•
•
•

15 respondents (41.666…%):
14 respondents (38.888…%):
7 respondents (19.444…%):

Email
Post
Post and email

National Grid will use this feedback to shape our ongoing communication with the local community.
Contact details for those indicating they would like to be kept up-to-date with our proposals have been
collated for further contact in accordance with applicable data protection and privacy laws.

How would you like to be kept informed of progress with this
project in the future?
by post
7
14

15

by email

by post and by email

Q3: Tell us what you think about our proposals to enhance the landscape and reduce the
visual impact of the overhead line by removing the chosen section and replacing it with
cables buried underground?

A total of 35 respondents answered this question. Key themes that emerged from this qualitative
question include:

Strong overall support for the proposals
•

35 respondents made comments indicating they were fully supportive of the project.

•

Some respondents included comments about extending the project and removing
pylons beyond Llandecwyn to Llyn Tecwyn.

Examples of comments:
“It will be a great improvement to the visual amenity of the Dwyryd estuary. Very much in favour.”
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“First class proposal. It will greatly enhance the quality of the area. It will, I hope, help the economy
by improving the outlook for visitors.”
“I think it is an excellent idea.”

Landscape enhancement
•

11 respondents commented on the positive potential of the project to enhance the
landscape.

Examples of comments:
“Removal of pylons will completely transform the Dwyryd Estuary and surrounding countryside.
Change from reminders of Penrhyn's industrial past to rightful position of an AONB. Wonderful.”
“I think it's a great idea. A beautiful view is spoilt with those ugly pylons.”
“It will be a great improvement to the visual amenity of the Dwyryd estuary. Very much in favour.”

•

Some respondents mentioned the general benefits of the project. Examples of
comments:

“It is an excellent idea. The long-term benefits for the area and environment.”
“First class proposal. It will greatly enhance the quality of the area. It will, I hope, help the economy
by improving the outlook for visitors.”
“The plan to improve the quality of the landscape by removing the pylons is to be welcomed. It will
result in an improvement in the landscape of the Snowdonia National Park and the quality of life of
local residents and visitors.”

Approach to planning and mitigation (traffic, spoil)
•

Four respondents wrote positively about National Grid’s approach to planning and
mitigation, one respondent answered positively on both traffic and waste
management.

Examples of comments:
“Very supportive: pleased that most tunnel waste will be removed from the west end, so concentrating
lorry movements at that end. When completed will be an immense landscape improvement to the
area.”
“Good idea, glad to hear that there will be no road closures.”

Q4: Do you have any comments on specific aspects of our plans e.g. relating to traffic,
environment, archaeology, construction, community involvement or any other issue?
A total of 30 respondents answered this question. Key themes that emerged from this qualitative
question include:

Traffic
•

Four people commented on the impact of the construction phase on traffic levels.

Examples of comments:
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“I fully realise that the work will lead to a considerable increase in traffic but understand that the
disturbance will only be temporary. It would be good if the additional traffic could try to avoid busy
periods.”
“Good idea, glad to hear that there will be no road closures..”

Community involvement and communication
•

Four respondents commented positively on the planning and communication of the
project.

Examples of comments:
“Involving residents through such as today displays the human face of a national body. Grand idea.”
“Was good to involve community. Told not going to close Briwet Bridge while work being done. That's
great, as use it every day for work.”

Appearance of tunnel head house buildings
•

Five respondents referenced a desire for buildings to be in-keeping with local
architecture and requested that the project makes use of local materials.

Examples of comments:
“Prefer that the end buildings should have a rural appearance.”
“I suggest that the headhouses should be finished in slate to blend in with the surroundings and
locality.”

Q5. Are there any other comments you would like to make?
A total of 15 people responded to this question. While the majority of comments were to reiterate
support for the project, another theme emerged:

Opportunities for local business
•

Four respondents registered their preference for local businesses and contractors to benefit
from the project, either through direct work or associated benefits such as accommodation.

Examples of comments:
“Keep labour and supply chain as local as possible. Maybe training given at local colleges for future
engineers, and supporting trades.”
“Please consider the use of local labour where practicable and local businesses (hotels, lodge).”
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3.7

Feedback from landowners

National Grid, through its appointed specialist land agents has been in discussion with landowners
along the route since September 2015 and these discussions are ongoing.
The majority of landowners were supportive of the project overall, a number raised individual issues
specific to their landholdings which National Grid has sought to resolve with them. Against this
backdrop, our agents have continued to discuss voluntary agreements with all landowners to obtain
the rights to build, operate, access and maintain the new cable and remove existing infrastructure.
Consultation responses from landowners were received and considered by the project team and
where appropriate changes have been made to the proposed works and communicated back directly
to the landowners.

3.8

Further engagement on the proposed project

Consultation with statutory consultees and other organisations continued throughout the
Environmental Appraisal process to obtain environmental data, to discuss and agree the scope of
individual environmental assessments and the adopted methods of assessment, and to develop
appropriate environmental mitigation measures.
To date, the further engagement programme has involved:
•

Meetings of the national Stakeholder Advisory Group undertaken in April 2014, July 2014,
October 2014, February 2015, April 2015, September 2015, April 2016, September 2016,
December 2016, April 2017 (in Snowdonia), November 2017 and February 2018, September
2018, December 2018, March 2019, July 2019, November 2019.

•

Snowdonia Stakeholder Reference Group meetings occurred in January 2015, August 2015,
April 2016, September 2016, September 2017, July 2018, November 2018 and most recently
in June and December 2019. Representatives from the Maentwrog and Trawsfynydd,
Penrhyndeudraeth and Talsarnau and Harlech community councils were invited to join the
Group in April 2018 to ensure it captures a comprehensive spectrum of local knowledge and
insight.

•

The launch of a dedicated, bi-lingual website (Snowdonia.nationalgrid.co.uk) in February
2017 with a focus on information specific to the Snowdonia project, notification of drop-in and
other events and the chance for the public to relay comments and views online.

•

Individual briefings with Gwynedd ward councillors for Penrhyndeudraeth and Talsarnau and
Harlech in July 2017 to update them on the latest project developments.

•

A presentation to Penrhydeudraeth Town Council on 4th July 2017 by the VIP project team,
with specific reference to plans to use a car park owned by the council as a base for National
Grid during ongoing works.

•

Additional Pre-Application Consultation specific presentation to Penrhyndeudraeth Town
Council on 10th December 2019

•

A presentation to Talsarnau Community Council on 14th July 2017 to inform councillors about
the proposals and forthcoming geophysical surveys.
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•

A presentation to the ward councillor for Trawsfynydd and Maentwrog Community Council on
31st October 2017, updating them on the project’s progress and inviting questions.

•

Direct engagement with local residents, businesses, community groups and other interested
parties with updates pertaining to specific works, including mailouts:

•

o

1,600 addresses in August 2017 and May 2018 to give notification of ground
investigation works and further surveys in the Dwyryd Estuary.

o

132 addresses in June 2018 to give notification of car park closure in Borth y Gest to
enable safe launch of a barge used to launch GI works in the estuary.

o

Six addresses in August 2018 to inform immediate neighbours of planned tunnel
head house locations ahead of upcoming consultation

Ongoing regular meetings with technical stakeholders have taken place since the project
inception and will continue through the consenting and construction process. This has
included meetings with ecologists, landscape designers, hydrologists, archaeologists, marine,
environmental health and ornithologists.
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4. Summary
National Grid are proposing to remove approximately 3.5km section of overhead line across the
Dwyryd Estuary and replacing it with underground infrastructure and will submit a planning application
for part of the necessary infrastructure.
Through its activity in Snowdonia, National Grid has demonstrated its commitment to meaningful
community involvement through extensive and early engagement with local residents and
stakeholders on its proposals to remove a section of overhead transmission line in Snowdonia
National Park and replace it with underground infrastructure.

4.1

Engaging with stakeholders

National Grid ran a comprehensive and effective programme of stakeholder involvement and public
consultation, which was appropriate to the nature and scale of development proposed. This involved
ongoing engagement with technical stakeholders through the establishment of the Stakeholder
Reference Group, as well as a commitment to providing opportunities for local residents and
community groups to comment on and shape the developing plans.
Strong attendance at the public exhibitions which National Grid have held between 2015 and 2019
has demonstrated a sustained interest in the project among local residents and stakeholders. The
attendance of local residents, as well as a number of key stakeholders and elected members,
demonstrates that the consultation raised awareness of the proposals among members of the local
community and provided the opportunity to comment and raise any questions.

4.2

Listening to the community

Throughout the project feedback received has demonstrated strong support for National Grid’s
proposals, either from formally submitted feedback or verbal responses, there has been clear support
from local people. A clear majority of visitors to the exhibitions supported the vision of the VIP project
and its potential to enhance the local landscape, as is evident in the written feedback received.
The most significant concerns raised related to the potential disruption that could be caused by the
project, particularly in relation to traffic. National Grid has carefully considered and responded to this
feedback by examining its comprehensive plans to mitigate the impact of construction, ensuring that
all issues and concerns raised are addressed within its planning application and ongoing engagement
with stakeholders on management plans.
In addition, National Grid’s development management and mitigation measures, as well as its
approach to community engagement, were widely praised in the written feedback. Many respondents
acknowledged the short-term disruption within the wider context of the aims of the VIP project and its
ability to provide long-term improvements to the Snowdonia landscape and community.

4.3

A collaborative project

Through ongoing engagement with the national Stakeholder Advisory Group and the Stakeholder
Reference Group, the Snowdonia project has been endorsed and developed in partnership with
leading organisations dedicated to conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and
environmental heritage within our most protected landscapes
Through its collaborative approach, National Grid has empowered the local community to help
develop a world-first project – a stakeholder-led project to mitigate the impact of an existing electricity
transmission line, undertaken in partnership with leading landscape organisations.
The valuable input received throughout the engagement process has resulted in a project which will
deliver specific landscape improvements in Gwynedd, not only for the local community, but for all who
enjoy Wales’ most precious landscapes
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APPENDIX A
Copy of Site Notice – Schedule 1C and Associated Photographs December
2019 – January 2020
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Map and photographs of notices in situ. December 2019 – January 2020
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APPENDIX B
Schedule of all consultees notified of Proposed Development
List of statutory and specialist consultees December 2019 – January 2020
Organisation
Snowdonia National Park Authority
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Snoowdonia National Park Authority –
Planning and Access Committee
Member of Parliament for Dwyfor
Meirionnydd
Assembly Member for Dwyfor
Meirionnydd

Address
National Park Office, Penrhyndeudraeth, Gwynedd,
LL48 6LF
Dolawen, Penygarth, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL55
1EY
Cerddin, Llanymawddwy, Machynlleth, Powys, SY20
9AJ
Bod Aeron, Heol Pensarn, Y Bala, Gwynedd, LL23
7SR
Cae Coch, Rhostryfan, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL54
7PF
Llidiart Ysbyty, Tremadog, Porthmadog, Gwynedd,
LL49 9RN
1 Penbryn Estate, Harlech, Gwynedd, LL46 2SL
Plas Uchaf, Talsarnau, Gwynedd, LL47 6YA
Glyn Awel, Waunfawr, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL55
4YY
Fferm Cynant Ganol, Betws-yn-Rhos, Abergele,
Conwy, LL22 8YN
Hafod Ddwyryd, Maentwrog, Gwynedd, LL41 4HN
Tyddyn Bach, Penygroes, Caernarfon, LL54 6PS
Richmond House, Abermawr, Gwynedd, LL42 1DW
2 Mount Pleasant, Llysfaen, Colwyn Bay, LL29 8SN
Hafod Geunan, Nebo, Llanrwst, LL26 0TD
Gallt y Ffrwd, Llanfrothen, Gwynedd, LL34 6DZ
Tai Newyddion, Nant Ffrancon, Bethesda, Gwynedd,
LL57 3DQ
Lake House, 21 Ford Street, Clun, Craven Arms,
Shropshire, SY7 8LD
Swyddfa Plaid Cymru, Stryd Glyndwr, Dolgellau,
Gwynedd,
National Assembly, Ty Hywel, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff,
CF99 1NA
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Assembly Member for Mid and West
Wales
Assembly Member for Mid and West
Wales
Gwynedd Council Planning
Committee
Gwynedd Council Planning
Committee
Councillor for Penrhyndeudraeth
Councillor for Talsarnau and Harlech
Councillor for Trawsfynydd
Gwynedd Council Cabinet
Gwynedd Council Cabinet
Gwynedd Council
Penrhyndeudraeth Town Council
Talsarnau Community Council
Maentwrog Community Council
Porthmadog Town Council
Natural Resources Wales
RSPB Cymru (North Wales Head
Office)
CPRW
North Wales Wildlife Trust
Woodland Trust
Cadw,
Gwynedd Archaeological Planning
Service
National Trust, North West Wales
Area Office
Council for British Archaeology in
Wales
Eryri Association
Royal Commission on Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Wales
Tourism Partnership North Wales
North Wales Tourist Guiding
Association
Visit Wales
Wales Tourism Alliance,
Ramblers Cymru

National Assembly, Ty Hywel, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff,
CF99 1NA
National Assembly, Ty Hywel, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff,
CF99 1NA
Bod Aeron, Heol Pensarn, Y Bala, Gwynedd, LL23
7SR
Afallon, Groeslon, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL54 7TU
Alaw Cynfal, Penrhyndeudraeth, Gwynedd, LL48 6PR
1 Penbryn Estate, Harlech, Gwynedd, LL46 2SL
Hafod Ddwyryd, Maentwrog, Gwynedd, LL41 4HN
Swyddfa’r Arweinydd, Cyngor Gwynedd, Caernarfon,
Gwynedd, LL55 1SH
Isfryn, Llanllechid, Bethesda, Gwynedd, LL57 3LB
Gwynedd Council, Ffordd y Cob, Pwllheli, Gwynedd,
LL53 5AA
3 Tai Meirion, Beddgelert, Gwynedd, LL55 4NB
Plas Uchaf Talsarnau Gwynedd LL47 6YA
4 Heol Bowydd Blaenau Ffestiniog, Gwynedd, LL41 3HL
44 Maes Gerddi, Porthmadog, Gwynedd, LL49 9LE
Ffordd Penlan, Marc Menai, Bangor, LL57 4DE
Uned 14, Llys Castan, Ffordd y Parc, Parc Menai,
Bangor, LL57 4FH
c/o Ty Gwyn, 31 High Street, Welshpool, SY21 7YD
Head Office, 376 High Street, Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57
1YE
Woodland Trust, Kempton Way, Grantham, NG31 6LL
Cadw, Plas Carew, Unit 5/7 Cefn Coed, Parc
Nantgarw, Cardiff, CF15 7QQ
Craig Beuno, Garth Road, Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57
2RT
Penrhyn Castle, Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 4HN
c/o Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, 41 Broad
Street, Welshpool, Powys, SY21 7RR
Gardener’s Cottage, Tredegar House, Newport, NP10
8YW
Plas Crug, Aberystwyth, SY23 1NJ
Suite 6, Carlton Court, 56 Ffordd William Morgan, St
Asaph Business Park, Denbighshire, LL17 0JG
Waterloo Port, Caernarfon, LL55 1LP
High Street, Porthmadog, LL49 9LP
77 Conwy Road, Colwyn Bay, LL29 7LN
3 Cooper’s Yard, Curran Road, Cardiff, CF10 5NB
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Ride North Wales
Country Land and Business
Association
Farmers Union Wales
NFU
North Wales Business Club
West Cheshire and North Wales
Chamber of Commerce
Gwynedd Business Network
Federation of Small Businesses
Magnox, Trawsfynydd Site
Snowdonia Society
Network Rail
Dwr Cymru

c/o Denbighshire Countryside Serci
Tŷ Cymru, Presteigne Enterprise Park, Presteigne,
Powys, LD8 2UF
Merioneth, Ty Mawr, Dolgellau, Gwynedd, LL40 1AF
Royal Welsh Showground, Llanelwedd, Builth Wells,
LD2 3TU
P.O. Box 41, North Wales, LL24 OZF
Riverside Innovation Centre, 1 Castle Drive, Chester,
CH1 1SL
Intec, Parc Menai, Gwynedd, LL57 4FG
PO Box 244, Rhyl, LL18 9BY
Trawsfynydd Site, Blaenau Ffestiniog, Gwynedd, LL41
4DT
Caba, Brynrefail, Caernarfon, LL55 3NR
Floor 5, Callaghan Square, Cardiff, CF10 5BT
Pentwyn Road, Nelson, Treharris, CF46 6LY
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APPENDIX C
Copy of Site Notice – Schedule 1B and letter given to owners and occupants
of adjoining land. December 2019 – January 2020
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APPENDIX D
Copy of Site Notice and letter given to specialist consultees December 2019
January 2020

43
March 2020

National Grid – Snowdonia Visual Impact Provision (VIP) Project
Pre-Application Consultation Report

44
March 2020

National Grid – Snowdonia Visual Impact Provision (VIP) Project
Pre-Application Consultation Report

45
March 2020

National Grid – Snowdonia Visual Impact Provision (VIP) Project
Pre-Application Consultation Report

46
March 2020

National Grid – Snowdonia Visual Impact Provision (VIP) Project
Pre-Application Consultation Report

APPENDIX E
Letter issued to 1300 local residents and community members in
Penrhyndeudraeth and Minffordd. December 2019 – January 2020
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Appendix F
Screenshot of National Grid Snowdonia Visual Impact Provision Consultation
webpage December 2019 – January 2020
Welsh webpage
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English webpage
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APPENDIX G
Copies of all responses received from Specialist Consultees. December 2019
– January 2020
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APPENDIX H
Letter issued to residents November 2018 – A3 fold
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APPENDIX I
Press coverage November 2018
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APPENDIX J
Third party social media November 2018
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