
 

      

 
            

 

By email and by hand 
 
      
 
Dear Mr Bunten 
 
RE: The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (the “Order”) 
 
We set out below the steps taken by National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc (“NGET”) to comply 
with the statutory and regulatory requirements as set out in the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 (as 
amended) (the “1981 Act”), the Compulsory Purchase of Land (Prescribed Forms) (Ministers) 
Regulations 2004 (as amended) (the “2004 Regulations”) and the Compulsory Purchase (Inquiries 
Procedure) Rules 2007 (as amended) (the “2007 Rules”). 
 

1. We confirm that the Order has been prepared by NGET in the Form numbered 1 in the 2004 
Regulations. The Order was made (sealed and dated) on 12th February 2026. 
 

2. Notice of making of the Order in the form prescribed in the 2004 Regulations was published 
in accordance with section 11 of the 1981 Act. Notice of making of the Order was published 
on two successive weeks in the Nottingham Post and Newark Advertiser dated 19th February 
2026 and 26th February 2026. Copies of the relevant pages from above editions the 
Nottingham Post and Newark Advertiser appear at Appendix 1 and 2 of this letter. The 
notice was also published on the Order website, hosted by NGET, on 16 February 2026 and 
has remained on the website (in excess of the required 21 days). The time allowed for 
objections was in excess of the 21 days required pursuant to section 12A of the 1981 Act 
(until 19th March 2026). 

 
3. Site Notices of the making of the Order in the form prescribed in the 2004 Regulations and 

addressed to "Persons occupying or having an interest in the land" under section 11 of the 
1981 Act were posted at conspicuous places on the Order land at locations shown and 
marked on the plan at Appendix 3 to this letter. A copy of the form of Notice appears at 
Appendix 4. 

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 
Exchange House 
Primrose Street 
London EC2A 2EG 
T  +44 (0)20 7374 8000 
F  +44 (0)20 7374 0888 
DX28 London Chancery Lane 
E  Ian.Mack@hsfkramer.com; 
Alexis.Coleman@hsfkramer.com; 
Zoe.MacDonald@hsfkramer.com 
www.hsfkramer.com 
           
 
      

      
      

      
Date 
18 August 2026 
 
      

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP and its affiliated and subsidiary businesses and firms, Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer (US) LLP and its affiliate, and Herbert 
Smith Freehills Kramer, an Australian Partnership, are separate member firms of the international legal practice known as Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer. 
 
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC310989. Herbert Smith Freehills 
Kramer LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority of England and Wales (SRA number: 419682). A list of the members and their 
professional qualifications is open to inspection at the registered office, Exchange House, Primrose Street, London EC2A 2EG. We use the word partner of Herbert 
Smith Freehills Kramer LLP to refer to a member of Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP, or an employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifications. 
           

James Bunten 
Casework Officer 
Planning and Environmental Applications Service 
National Infrastructure Planning  
Temple Quay House  
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
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Date 
18 August 2026 
Letter to 
James Bunten 
 

4. Notice of the making of the Order in the form prescribed in the 2004 Regulations was duly 
served on every owner, tenant, occupier and other qualifying person in relation to all land 
comprised within the Order in accordance with sections 12 and 6(1) of the 1981 Act on 16th 
February 2026. A copy of the notice appears at Appendix 5. The time allowed for objections 
specified in each Notice was in excess of 21 days (until 19th March 2026).  

 
5. Further Notices of making of the Order in the form prescribed in the 2004 Regulations were 

subsequently served on 6th March 2026 on new parties and applicants for planning 
permission whose interests in the Order land were identified after the making of the Order. 
Both new parties and planning applicants were afforded an extended objection period, such 
that any objection to the Order they wished to make could be submitted before 11:59pm on 
31 March 2026. Sample cover letters serving such Notices appear at Appendix 6. 
 

6. Copies of the Order, Map and Statement of Reasons and documents referred to therein were 
deposited online at the document library maintained by NGET at the website at: West Burton 
to Ratcliffe-on-Soar | National Grid (https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-
transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-
soar) and at the following deposit locations during reasonable hours: 

 
• Ruddington Library: Church Street, Nottingham NG11 6HD; 
• Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ;  
• Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE;  
• Collingham Community Partnership Library: 71 High Street, Newark-on-Trent NG23  
• 7LB;  
• Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate, Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW; and 
• Tuxford Community Partnership Library: West Mobile, Kirkby in Ashfield Library, Ashfield 

Precinct, Kirkby in Ashfield, NG17 7BQ and North Mobile, Worksop Library, Memorial 
Avenue, Worksop, S80 2BP 

 
(documents remain on deposit at Radcliffe on Trent Library, Retford Library and Newark 
Library and the website, and will continue to stay on deposit at the libraries until the end of 
the inquiry) 
 

7. NGET's Statement of Case was sent to case officers at the Department of Energy Security 
and Net Zero (“DESNZ”) (as the authorising authority) and each objector on 19th and 20th 
May 2026, in accordance with Rule 7 of the 2007 Rules. The Statement of Case was sent 
by email and/or First Class Post. A sample email delivering the Statement of Case 
electronically on 20th May 2026 appears at Appendix 8 and each email attached the 
covering letter at Appendix 9. The covering letter provided a hyperlink to the inquiry 
document library maintained by NGET at the website: West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar | 
National Grid which included the Statement of Case and all appendices. A sample letter 
delivering the Statement of Case by First Class Post sent on 19th May 2026 appears at 
Appendix 9. The Statement of Case and appendices were provided on deposit at Radcliffe 
on Trent, Retford and Newark libraries. 

 
8. In accordance with Rule 15 of the 2007 Rules, NGET's statements of evidence, summaries 

of statements of evidence, and appendices were sent to officers at the Planning Inspectorate 
and DESNZ and served electronically by e-mail to objectors on 27th July 2026 (with an 
additional core document sent by email on 28th July 2026), together with a cover letter 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-1
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-1
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-1
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-1
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Date 
18 August 2026 
Letter to 
James Bunten 
 

confirming that NGET's evidence had been submitted and could be viewed online together 
with the Core Documents at the website referred to in paragraphs 7 and 8 above. A copy e-
mail is attached at Appendix 10. The letter that was attached to the email to objectors 
appears at Appendix 11. The statements of evidence, summaries, appendices and updated 
Core Documents were provided on deposit at Radcliffe on Trent, Retford and Newark 
libraries.  

 
9. In accordance with Rule 11 of the 2007 Rules, notices confirming the holding of an Inquiry 

into the Order were posted at the Order land on 3rd August 2026. A copy of the notice appears 
at Appendix 12. The notices were placed in conspicuous locations at intervals not less than 
5kms apart as show on the plan at Appendix 13. Appendix 14 shows photographic 
evidence of posting.  

 
10. The inquiry notice was not required to be published in newspapers as per confirmation 

received from the Planning Inspectorate by email of 21st July 2026, 16:33. 
 

11. The inquiry notice was included in the email sent to objectors serving the statements of 
evidence (as noted above and shown at Appendices 10 and 11). The inquiry notice was also 
posted on the Order website document library maintained by NGET and referred to at 
paragraphs 7 and 8 above, and at the following locations for public inspection on 3rd August, 
being places in the locality in which the land is situated and where notices are usually posted: 

• Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ;  
• Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE; and 
• Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate, Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW. 

 
12. Should the Inspector require any further information regarding the statutory or Regulatory 

requirements he should contact Zoe MacDonald and Alexis Coleman of our offices by e-
mail: zoe.macdonald@hsfkramer.com and alexis.coleman@hsfkramer.com 

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 

mailto:zoe.macdonald@hsfkramer.com
mailto:alexis.coleman@hsfkramer.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APPENDIX 1 



THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC 
(WEST BURTON TO RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT 

PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026 
Compulsory purchase of land and new rights in land between 

West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar to enable various works 
to refurbish and uprate the existing electricity transmission 

between these locations. 
The Electricity Act 1989 

and the Acquisition of Land Act 1981

1. Notice is hereby given that National Grid Electricity Transmission 
plc (Company Registration number 02366977) has made 
the National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to  
Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase 
Order 2026 (in this Notice referred to as the “Order”) on  
12 February 2026 under section 10 and paragraph 1 of Schedule 
3 to the Electricity Act 1989. It is about to submit this Order 
to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for 
confirmation, and if confirmed, the Order will authorise National 
Grid Electricity Transmission plc to purchase compulsorily the land 
and the new rights described below for the purpose of enabling the 
refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to 
High Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
to Stoke Bardolph (the “WRRE Project”) and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 
(the “SCRE Project”) and associated works to maintain and uprate 
the existing electricity transmission system. The Order relates to 
both the WRRE Project and the SCRE Project. 
2. A copy of the Order and of the accompanying map may be seen 
at all reasonable hours at the following locations: 
- Ruddington Library: Church Street, Nottingham NG11 6HD 
- Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ 
- Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE 
-  Collingham Community Partnership Library: 71 High Street, 

Newark-on-Trent NG23 7LB 
-  Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate,  

Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW 
-  Tuxford Community Partnership Library - West Mobile, 

Kirkby in Ashfield Library, Ashfield Precinct, Kirkby in Ashfield,  
NG17 7BQ and North Mobile, Worksop Library, Memorial 
Avenue, Worksop, S80 2BP 

3. National Grid Electricity Transmission plc has also made copies 
of the Order and accompanying maps and documents available 
for inspection online at: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-
transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/
west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar. 
Copies are available on reasonable request made in writing to 
“National Grid Community Relations Team, Freepost National Grid 
Projects (JBP)”, by email to box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@
nationalgrid.com or by telephoning 0800 073 1047  
(Monday to Friday from 9am to 5:30pm). 
4. Any objection to the Order must be made in writing to  
The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, Electricity 
Networks Planning, Consenting and Communities, 3 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG or to John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk  
before 11:59pm on 19 March 2026 and should state the title of 
the Order, the grounds of objection and the objector’s address and 
interests in the land. 

DESCRIPTION OF LAND AND THE NEW RIGHTS 
Land and rights to enable the refurbishment of the existing 400kV 
single circuits: West Burton to High Marnham, High Marnham to 
Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (the WRRE 
Project) and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (the SCRE Project) and 
associated works to maintain and uprate the existing electricity 
transmission system. The land and rights include (but are not 
limited to) all construction related activities, setting up and 
maintaining temporary construction sites, all rights to facilitate 
temporary and operational access for construction, operation and 
decommissioning, rights to facilitate the construction, maintenance, 
replacement and decommissioning of overhead lines and 
underground electric cables and associated infrastructure. 
The rights are described in more detail in the Order and Schedule 
and are labelled as follows: “Overhead Line Rights”, “Access 
Rights”, “Construction Compound Rights”, “Cabling Rights” and 
“Oversail Rights”. The acquisition of land and rights is sought in 
respect of land between West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar in the 
county of Nottinghamshire. 

James Leeming, Project Director 
On behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
Dated: 19 February 2026

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2015 - NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 
15 PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 

CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 
THE PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (AMENDMENT)

(ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2004
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT APPLICATIONS have 
been made to the Rushcliffe Borough Council for planning 
permission in respect of the following developments;- 
                       Listed Building Consent 
PROPOSAL: Replacement windows 
LOCATION: The Old Hall 10 Kneeton Road East Bridgford 
Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Samuel Monk (25/01958/LBC) 
PROPOSAL: Regularisation of internal alterations and 
limited external works. Internal works include installation of 
ablution facilities, new floor finishes, lighting, drainage and 
security equipment, removal of later non-historic partitions 
and fittings. Limited external works include installation of 
air-conditioning units and associated services 
LOCATION: Fazilat Masjid Musters Road West Bridgford 
Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Dr Sheikh (26/00190/LBC) 
                     Development within a Conservation Area 
                     + Affecting the Setting of Listed Building 
PROPOSAL: Householder application for the erection of a 
detached, single-storeygarden room structure. 
LOCATION: 1 The Nook East Leake Nottinghamshire LE12 
6LF 
APPLICANT: Mr Michael Flint-Bush (26/00173/FUL) 
PROPOSAL: Demolition of existing single storey 
outbuilding. Construction of a two-storey front extension 
and single storey front extension includes canopy roof. 
Convert the existing single storey outbuilding store into 
habitable space. Alterations to fenestration. 
LOCATION: April Cottage Bridegate Lane Hickling 
Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr and Mrs James Spence (25/02147/FUL) 
A copy of the application and the plans and other 
documents submitted may be inspected on the Borough 
Council's website at https://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.
uk/online-applications/. 
Any person who wishes to make representations to the 
above mentioned Council about the applications should 
make them by 12th March 2025 either by visiting the 
Council's website at the address above, or in writing to the 
Planning & Growth Manager at Rushcliffe Arena, Rugby 
Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7YG.

 

 

THE NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY 
COUNCIL 

(BEANFORD LANE, OXTON & CALVERTON) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF 
DRIVING) ORDER 2026 (N26-048)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Nottinghamshire 
County Council intends not less than seven days from the 
date of this Notice to make an Order, under Section 14 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, in 
respect of roads at Oxton in the District of Newark and 
Sherwood and Calverton in the Borough of Gedling. 
The effects of the Order will be: 
1. Vehicles are prohibited from proceeding in the 
following length of road: 
a) Beanford Lane, Oxton - its entire length 
b) Beanford Lane, Calverton - its entire length 
IT IS INTENDED that the prohibitions respecting the above 
road will apply as follows: 
From Sunday 1st March 2026 
until Tuesday 31st March 2026 
AND NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that during 
the period of restriction the alternative route available will 
be: 
B6386 Nottingham Road - Whinbush Lane and vice-
versa 
The Order will come into force on 1st day of March 2026 
and any prohibition in it shall apply on that day and any 
subsequent day when necessary until the likelihood of 
danger to the public has ceased. The Order shall continue 
in force within a maximum period of 18 months. 
The prohibition is required because of the likelihood of 
danger to the public due to migratory toads crossing 
Beanford Lane.
Corporate Director - Place 
Nottinghamshire County Council, 
County Hall 
West Bridgford 
Nottingham 
NG2 7QP 
Tel: 0300 500 8080

 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - 
SECTION 14(1)(a) AND (7)
THE A453 TRUNK ROAD (NEAR CLIFTON, 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION 
OF TRAFFIC IN LAYBY) ORDER 2026
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that National Highways 
Limited (Company No. 9346363) has made an 
order on the A453 Trunk Road, in the County 
of Nottinghamshire to enable resurfacing and 
maintenance works to be carried out.
The effect of the Order will be to close the layby 
adjacent to the northbound carriageway of the A453, 
approximately 480 metres northeast of the centrepoint 
of the roundabout junction with Green Street (Mill Hill 
Roundabout), near Clifton.
The layby is expected to be closed 24 hours a day 
from 13:00 hours on Monday 2 March 2026 until 06:00 
hours on Saturday 14 March 2026. The Order will 
come into force on 23 February 2026.
Vehicles being used for police, fire and rescue 
authority or ambulance purposes, vehicles being used 
in connection with the works and vehicles being used 
for winter maintenance purposes will be exempt from 
the closure.
For further information please contact Samantha 
Bellanoff, a project manager on behalf of National 
Highways Limited on 07808 395 769.

Karen Eustace, an officer in National Highways Limited.
National Highways Limited (Company No. 9346363) 
registered office: Three Snowhill, Snow Hill 
Queensway, Birmingham, B4 6GA. A company 
registered in England and Wales.

 

Town & County Planning Act 1990 
PUBLIC INQUIRY 
At Rushcliffe Arena, Rugby Road, West 
Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7HY 
Opening on 10th March 2026 
at 10:00 (7 Days)
REASON FOR INQUIRY Appeal by Exagen 
Development Ltd 
Relating to the application to Rushcliffe Borough Council for 
construction, operation and subsequent decommissioning 
of a renewable energy park comprising ground mounted 
Solar PV with co located battery energy storage system 
(BESS) at the point of connection, together with associated 
infrastructure, access, landscaping and cabling at 
Land west of Bradmore Road and north of Wysall 
Road, Wysall, Nottingham, NG12 5QZ 
An Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State will hold 
an Inquiry opening on the date shown above to decide the 
appeal. 
Members of the public may attend the Inquiry and, at the 
Inspector's discretion, express their views. 
If you, or anyone you know has a disability and is 
concerned about facilities at the inquiry venue, you should 
contact the Council to confirm that suitable provisions are 
in place. 
Documents relating to the appeal can be viewed on the  
Councils website (24/00161). https://www.rushcliffe.gov.
uk/planning-growth/planning/land-west-of-bradmore-and-
north-of-wysall-road/ 
Where applicable, you can use the internet to see 
information and to check the progress of cases through 
GOV.UK. The address of the search page is - https://www.
gov.uk/appeal-planning-inspectorate
Contact point at the Planning Inspectorate: 
Robert Wordsworth, Tel 0303 444 5608, 
Email robert.wordsworth@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
Planning Inspectorate References: 
APP/P3040/W/25/3375110
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2015 - NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 
15PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 

CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 
THE PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (AMENDMENT) 

(ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2004
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT APPLICATIONS have 
been made to the Rushcliffe Borough Council for planning 
permission in respect of the following developments;- 
Listed Building Consent 
PROPOSAL: Restoration and Extension to the existing 
Dovecote 
LOCATION: Land South Of The Limes Farm Cropwell 
Road Langar Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Rob Hannan (26/00023/LBC) 
PROPOSAL: Replace all windows and external doors with 
high-quality, double-glazed, timber-framed units, except 2 
stable doors leading out into the garden. 
Install a solid wood front door in place of the existing glass 
French doors. 
LOCATION: 4 The Brambles Main Road Barnstone 
Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Matthew Mullen (26/00296/LBC) 
PROPOSAL: Conversion of Methodist Church and School 
House into Dwellings 
LOCATION: Methodist Chapel Nottingham Road Cropwell 
Bishop Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: John Harrison (26/00226/LBC) 
PROPOSAL: The Renovation of the Farmhouse, including 
internal alteration, a newroof, with associated car parking 
LOCATION: Land South Of The Limes Farm Cropwell 
Road Langar Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Rob Hannan (26/00184/LBC) 
Affecting the Setting of Listed Building 
PROPOSAL: Application to vary condition 1 (Bedrooms) of 
06/02030/COU to allow 1 additional bedroom 
LOCATION: Annexe 18 Scrimshire Lane Cotgrave 
Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Paul Shouls (26/00276/VAR) 
Development within a Conservation Area + Affecting 
the Setting of Listed Building 
PROPOSAL: The Renovation of the Farmhouse, including 
internal alteration, a newroof, with associated car parking 
LOCATION: Land South Of The Limes Farm Cropwell 
Road Langar Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Rob Hannan (26/00183/FUL) 
PROPOSAL: Conversion of Methodist Church and School 
House into Dwellings 
LOCATION: Methodist Chapel Nottingham Road Cropwell 
Bishop Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr John Harrison (26/00006/FUL) 
PROPOSAL: Restoration and Extension to the existing 
Dovecote 
LOCATION: Land South Of The Limes Farm Cropwell 
Road Langar Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Rob Hannan (26/00152/FUL) 
Development within a Conservation Area 
PROPOSAL: 4 new door openings, internal layout 
alterations, installation of new aluminium entrance doors 
and associated glazing, infilling of one existing door 
opening with brickwork and a new window above to the 
rear elevation, infilling of an existing window opening with 
brickwork to match the existing on the rear elevation. 
LOCATION: Linden Lea 2A Woodley Street Ruddington 
Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Nigel Ward (26/00074/FUL) 
PROPOSAL: Single and two storey rear extension 
LOCATION: Cromwell Dental Practice 51 Long Acre 
Bingham Nottinghamshire 
APPLICANT: Mr Sandeep Chita (26/00188/FUL) 
A copy of the application and the plans and other 
documents submitted may be inspected on the Borough 
Council's website at https://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.
uk/online-applications/. 
Any person who wishes to make representations to the 
above mentioned Council about the applications should 
make them by 19th March 2026 either by visiting the 
Council's website at the address above, or in writing to the 
Planning & Growth Manager at Rushcliffe Arena, Rugby 
Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7YG.

 

THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC 
(WEST BURTON TO RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT 

PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026 
Compulsory purchase of land and new rights in land between 

West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar to enable various works 
to refurbish and uprate the existing electricity transmission 

between these locations. 
The Electricity Act 1989 

and the Acquisition of Land Act 1981

1. Notice is hereby given that National Grid Electricity Transmission 
plc (Company Registration number 02366977) has made 
the National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to  
Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase 
Order 2026 (in this Notice referred to as the “Order”) on  
12 February 2026 under section 10 and paragraph 1 of Schedule 
3 to the Electricity Act 1989. It is about to submit this Order 
to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for 
confirmation, and if confirmed, the Order will authorise National 
Grid Electricity Transmission plc to purchase compulsorily the land 
and the new rights described below for the purpose of enabling the 
refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to 
High Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
to Stoke Bardolph (the “WRRE Project”) and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 
(the “SCRE Project”) and associated works to maintain and uprate 
the existing electricity transmission system. The Order relates to 
both the WRRE Project and the SCRE Project. 
2. A copy of the Order and of the accompanying map may be seen 
at all reasonable hours at the following locations: 
- Ruddington Library: Church Street, Nottingham NG11 6HD 
- Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ 
- Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE 
-  Collingham Community Partnership Library: 71 High Street, 

Newark-on-Trent NG23 7LB 
-  Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate,  

Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW 
-  Tuxford Community Partnership Library - West Mobile, 

Kirkby in Ashfield Library, Ashfield Precinct, Kirkby in Ashfield,  
NG17 7BQ and North Mobile, Worksop Library, Memorial 
Avenue, Worksop, S80 2BP 

3. National Grid Electricity Transmission plc has also made copies 
of the Order and accompanying maps and documents available 
for inspection online at: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-
transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/
west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar. 
Copies are available on reasonable request made in writing to 
“National Grid Community Relations Team, Freepost National Grid 
Projects (JBP)”, by email to box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@
nationalgrid.com or by telephoning 0800 073 1047  
(Monday to Friday from 9am to 5:30pm). 
4. Any objection to the Order must be made in writing to  
The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, Electricity 
Networks Planning, Consenting and Communities, 3 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG or to John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk  
before 11:59pm on 19 March 2026 and should state the title of 
the Order, the grounds of objection and the objector’s address and 
interests in the land. 

DESCRIPTION OF LAND AND THE NEW RIGHTS 
Land and rights to enable the refurbishment of the existing 400kV 
single circuits: West Burton to High Marnham, High Marnham to 
Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (the WRRE 
Project) and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (the SCRE Project) and 
associated works to maintain and uprate the existing electricity 
transmission system. The land and rights include (but are not 
limited to) all construction related activities, setting up and 
maintaining temporary construction sites, all rights to facilitate 
temporary and operational access for construction, operation and 
decommissioning, rights to facilitate the construction, maintenance, 
replacement and decommissioning of overhead lines and 
underground electric cables and associated infrastructure. 
The rights are described in more detail in the Order and Schedule 
and are labelled as follows: “Overhead Line Rights”, “Access 
Rights”, “Construction Compound Rights”, “Cabling Rights” and 
“Oversail Rights”. The acquisition of land and rights is sought in 
respect of land between West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar in the 
county of Nottinghamshire. 

James Leeming, Project Director 
On behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
Dated: 19 February 2026

 

THE NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY 
COUNCIL 

(VARIOUS ROADS, WEST BRIDGFORD, 
EDWALTON, TOLLERTON & RUDDINGTON)  

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 
ORDER 2026 (R26-048)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Nottinghamshire 
County Council intends not less than seven days from the 
date of this Notice to make an Order, under Section 14(1) 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, in 
respect of roads at West Bridgford, Edwalton, Tollerton and 
Ruddington in the Borough of Rushcliffe. 
The effects of the Order will be: 
1. Vehicles are prohibited from proceeding in the 
following length of road 
a. Flawforth Lane, Ruddington - from its junction 
with A52 for a distance of 930 metres in a southerly 
direction 
b. A60 Loughborough Road, West Bridgford - From its 
junction with A52 to its junction with Landmere Lane2. 
No vehicle shall proceed at a speed exceeding 40 miles 
per hour in the following length of road 
a. A60 Loughborough Road, Ruddington - From its 
junction with A52 for a distance of 200 metres in a 
southerly direction 
b. A60 Loughborough Road, West Bridgford - From 
its junction with A52 for a distance of 20 metres in a 
northerly direction 
c. Flawforth Lane, Ruddington - From its junction 
with A52 for a distance of 200 metres in a southerly 
direction 
d. A606 Melton Road, Tollerton - From its junction 
with A52 for a distance of 600 metres in an easterly 
direction 
e. A606 Melton Road, Edwalton - From its junction 
with A52 for a distance of 30 metres in a northerly 
direction3. All existing permanent restrictions will be 
temporarily suspended as required. 
4. The restrictions specified above shall only be in effect 
when the signs are in place. 
IT IS INTENDED that the prohibitions respecting the above 
road or roads will apply as follows: 
From 06:00 hours on Monday 9th March 2026 
Until 23:59 hours on Monday 5th October 2026 
inclusive. 
AND NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that during 
the period of restriction the alternative route available will 
be: 
a. A60 - A52 - Vice versa 
b. A52 - A606 - Vice Versa 
The Order will come into force on Monday 9th March 
2026 and any prohibition in it shall apply on that day and 
any subsequent day when necessary to enable works 
to be carried out. The Order shall continue in force until 
the works are completed (within a maximum period of 18 
months). 
The prohibition is required to enable National Highways to 
carry out diversion works and junction improvement works; 
Corporate Director - Place 
Nottinghamshire County Council, County Hall, West 
Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7QP, Tel: 0300 500 8080

 

Antiques And collectibles 
of All description 

WAnted 
top prices pAid for!

Antique & modern gold, silver & platinum jewellery, 
gold & silver coins, early hammered and milled coins, 

taxidermy items, all comics from 1920’s to  
present day, military items, posters, ephemera, 

watches, silver items, treen, vinyl records,  
toys anything from 1900’s to present day, glass,  

china (worcester, crown derby, coal port, moorcroft, 
royal albert, royal doulton, meissen, sèvres),  

sporting memorabilia, music memorabilia, folk art,  
fair ground and circus items, old medical items and 

weapons of all description.

Telephone: 
Mark - 07505817575, 01283575777 

Dan - 07469724074 
To arrange for us to come out and see your items 

Also come along to our new showroom where we 
buy and sell and have a valuation days on Tuesdays, 

Fridays and Saturdays.

Address: 
The old antique curiosity shop 

Byrkley Garden Centre, Rangemore,  
Burton-on-Trent, DE13 9RN

WANTED
Tools,Joinery,met-
a lwo r k , M e c h a n i c s 

equipment
I am interested in any type 

of Joinery tools,Garage 
equipment,tool chests and 
tool boxes with drawers.
Mechanics spanners and 
tools,old lathes and tools.

Builders battery power tools.
Classic car or motorbike 

parts.Any type of workshop 
items,Bikes and old toys 
.House,garage and shed 

clearance service available.
Local polite service 

Waste carriers License Ph 
07770274754 Pete.

will pay up to £1500
07770274754

WANTED
VINYL RECORDS

LP's, 45's and 78's. Rock, 
pop, soul, reggae, jazz, 
classical, folk, heavy 

metal and more. Cash for 
collections large or small, 
lists welcome. Call or text. 
Free quotes, no obligations. 
Trusted buyer, can travel for 

home visits

01332 344486 / 
07769793001

WANTED
Wanted Football Mem-

orabilia
Programmes, Tickets, 
Badges, Shirts, Sticker 

Albums, Trade Cards Etc.  
Cash Paid. Plus Other 

Sports. 
Also Non Sport Trade Cards 

& Sticker Albums

0116 2358724 or 07966 
892148
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THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO 
RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE 

ORDER 2026 

 
Compulsory purchase of land and new rights in land between West Burton and 
Ratcliffe-on-Soar to enable various works to refurbish and uprate the existing 

electricity transmission between these locations. 

 
The Electricity Act 1989 

and the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 
 
 

1. Notice is hereby given that National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (Company Registration 
number 02366977) has made the National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to 
Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (in this Notice 
referred to as the "Order") on 12 February 2026 under section 10 and paragraph 1 of Schedule 
3 to the Electricity Act 1989. It is about to submit this Order to the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero for confirmation, and if confirmed, the Order will authorise National Grid 
Electricity Transmission plc to purchase compulsorily the land and the new rights described 
below for the purpose of enabling the refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West 
Burton to High Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke 
Bardolph (the "WRRE Project") and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (the "SCRE Project") and 
associated works to maintain and uprate the existing electricity transmission system. The 
Order relates to both the WRRE Project and the SCRE Project. 

2. A copy of the Order and of the accompanying map may be seen at all reasonable hours at 
the following locations: 

- Ruddington Library: Church Street, Nottingham NG11 6HD 
- Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ 
- Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE 
- Collingham Community Partnership Library: 71 High Street, Newark-on-Trent NG23 

7LB 
- Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate, Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW 
- Tuxford Community Partnership Library - West Mobile, Kirkby in Ashfield Library, 

Ashfield Precinct, Kirkby in Ashfield, NG17 7BQ and North Mobile, Worksop Library, 
Memorial Avenue, Worksop, S80 2BP 

 
3. National Grid Electricity Transmission plc has also made copies of the Order and 
accompanying maps and documents available for inspection online at: 
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar. 

 
Copies are available on reasonable request made in writing to "National Grid Community 
Relations Team, Freepost National Grid Projects (JBP)", by email to 
box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com or by telephoning 0800 073 1047 
(Monday to Friday from 9am to 5:30pm). 

4. Any objection to the Order must be made in writing to The Department for Energy Security 
and Net Zero, Electricity Networks Planning, Consenting and Communities, 3 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG or to John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk before 11:59pm on 19 
March 2026 and should state the title of the Order, the grounds of objection and the objector's 
address and interests in the land. 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
mailto:box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com
mailto:John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk


DESCRIPTION OF LAND AND THE NEW RIGHTS 
Land and rights to enable the refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton 
to High Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (the 
WRRE Project) and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (the SCRE Project) and associated works to 
maintain and uprate the existing electricity transmission system. The land and rights include 
(but are not limited to) all construction related activities, setting up and maintaining temporary 
construction sites, all rights to facilitate temporary and operational access for construction, 
operation and decommissioning, rights to facilitate the construction, maintenance, 
replacement and decommissioning of overhead lines and underground electric cables and 
associated infrastructure. 

 
The rights are described in more detail in the Order and Schedule and are labelled as follows: 
"Overhead Line Rights", "Access Rights", "Construction Compound Rights", "Cabling Rights" 
and "Oversail Rights". The acquisition of land and rights is sought in respect of land between 
West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar in the county of Nottinghamshire. 

 
 
 
 
 

James Leeming, Project Director 
On behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc 
Dated: 19 February 2026 
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THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO 
RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE 

ORDER 2026 

 
Compulsory purchase of land and new rights in land between West Burton and 
Ratcliffe-on-Soar to enable various works to refurbish and uprate the existing 

electricity transmission between these locations. 

The Electricity Act 1989 
and the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 

 

1. National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (Company Registration number 02366977) has 
made the National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (in this Notice referred to as the 
"Order") on 12 February 2026 under section 10 and paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 to the Electricity 
Act 1989. It is about to submit this Order to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero for confirmation, and if confirmed, the Order will authorise National Grid Electricity 
Transmission plc to purchase compulsorily the land and new rights described below for the 
purpose of enabling the refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to 
High Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (the 
"WRRE Project") and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (the "SCRE Project") and associated works to 
maintain and uprate the existing electricity transmission system. The Order relates to both the 
WRRE Project and the SCRE Project. 
2. A copy of the Order and the map referred to therein have been deposited and may be seen 
at all reasonable hours at the following locations: 

- Ruddington Library: Church Street, Nottingham NG11 6HD 
- Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ 
- Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE 
- Collingham Community Partnership Library: 71 High Street, Newark-on-Trent NG23 

7LB 
- Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate, Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW 
- Tuxford Community Partnership Library - West Mobile, Kirkby in Ashfield Library, 

Ashfield Precinct, Kirkby in Ashfield, NG17 7BQ and North Mobile, Worksop Library, 
Memorial Avenue, Worksop, S80 2BP 

 
A copy of the Order and accompanying maps and documents are available for inspection 
online at: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar. 
Copies are available on reasonable request made in writing to "National Grid Community 
Relations Team, Freepost National Grid Projects (JBP)", by email to 
box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com or by telephoning 0800 073 1047 
(Monday to Friday from 9am to 5:30pm). 
3. If no relevant objection as defined in section 13(6) of the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 is 
made, or if all such objections made are withdrawn, or if the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero is satisfied that every objection made relates exclusively to matters of 
compensation which can be dealt with by the Lands Tribunal, the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero may confirm the Order with or without modifications. 
4. In any other case where a relevant objection has been made which is not withdrawn or 
disregarded, the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero is required, before 
confirming the Order− 

(i) to cause a public local inquiry to be held; or 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
mailto:box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com


(ii) to afford to the objector an opportunity of appearing before and being heard 
by a person appointed by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero for the purpose; or 

(iii) with the consent of the objector to follow a written representations procedure. 
5. The Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero may then, after considering the 
objection and the report of the person who held the inquiry or hearing or considered the written 
representations, confirm the Order with or without modifications. 
6. Any objection to the Order must be made in writing to The Department for Energy Security 
and Net Zero, Electricity Networks Planning, Consenting and Communities, 3 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG or to John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk before 11:59pm on 19 
March 2026 and should state the title of the Order, the grounds of objection and the objector's 
address and interests in the land. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND AND NEW RIGHTS 
Land and rights to enable the refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton 
to High Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (the 
WRRE Project) and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (the SCRE Project) and associated works to 
maintain and uprate the existing electricity transmission system. The land and rights include 
(but are not limited to) all construction related activities, setting up and maintaining temporary 
construction sites, all rights to facilitate temporary and operational access for construction, 
operation and decommissioning, rights to facilitate the construction, maintenance, 
replacement and decommissioning of overhead lines and underground electric cables and 
associated infrastructure. 

 
The rights are described in more detail in the Order and Schedule and are labelled as follows: 
"Overhead Line Rights", "Access Rights", “Construction Compound Rights", "Cabling Rights" 
and "Oversail Rights". The acquisition of land and rights is sought in respect of land between 
West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar in the county of Nottinghamshire. 

 
 
 
 
 

James Leeming, Project Director 
On behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc 
Dated: 19 February 2026 

mailto:John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk
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1-3 Strand 
London WC2N 5EH 

 
T: 0800 073 1047 
email: box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com 
nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar  

 

 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc, 
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London, WC2N 5EH.  
Registered in England and Wales No. 02366977 1 

 

 

 

06/03/2026 
 

Ref: XXX 

Dear «Land_Interest», 

Subject: THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO 
RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026 
(the “Order”) 

NOTICE OF MAKING 
 
The West Burton to Ratcliffe-On-Soar Refurbishment Project (the ‘Project’) is a proposal by National 

Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) plc (hereafter referred to as National Grid) to refurbish the existing 

tower lines between West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar, to increase capacity in the line in order to deliver 

a reliable, affordable network into the future and meet the rising demand for electricity.  

 

We write to confirm that on 12 February 2026 National Grid made the Order, under section 10 and 

paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 1989. It is about to submit this Order to the Secretary 

of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for confirmation, and if confirmed, the Order will authorise 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc to purchase compulsorily the land and new rights necessary 

for the purpose of enabling the refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to High 

Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (the "WRRE Project") 

and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (the "SCRE Project") and associated works to maintain and uprate the 

existing electricity transmission system. The Order relates to both the WRRE Project and the SCRE 

Project. 

 

We understand that you have, or may have, an interest in part of the land subject of the Order, as 

described in the enclosed notice.  

The Order, Map and Statement of Reasons are available for inspection from 19 February 2026 at the 

locations as detailed in the enclosed notice or they can be viewed on the project website:  

www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-

burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar. The Statement of Reasons provides more detail about the Project and the 

need for it, as well as the justification for the Order. If you would like a copy sent to you (for example a 

hard copy), please contact us via the details in the enclosed notice.  

 

The enclosed notice also details how objections to the Order can be made and submitted. As you 

interest in land has been identified since Making of the CPO, any objection to the Order you wish to 

make and submit may be made and submitted before 11:59pm on 31 March 2026. Therefore, please 

disregard the submission timescales noted in the enclosed notice.  

 

 
[INSERT CONTACT] 
[INSERT ADDRESS] 

http://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
http://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar


 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc, 
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London, WC2N 5EH.  
Registered in England and Wales No. 02366977 2 

 

The Order, Map and Statement of Reasons available for inspection in hard copy at the deposit locations 

detailed in the enclosed notice will be available until 19 March 2026 only. If you experience any 

accessibility issues or difficulty accessing these documents, please contact us and we will be happy to 

provide them in an alternative format. 

 

Please note that the making of the Order is not intended in any way to interfere with any negotiations 

being carried out by or on behalf of National Grid by our appointed Land Agent (Ardent). 

 

We will continue to engage with all known affected landowners and, where required, the occupiers, to 

discuss the required land and land rights as well as the proposals to deliver the Project. We will continue 

to negotiate in a collaborative and positive manner to conclude voluntary agreements with all parties. 

Where we have a completed agreement in place, we do not expect to need to rely on the Order. Our 

preference will always be to secure the land and land rights on the basis of voluntary agreement with 

affected landowners/occupiers. 

 

If you intend to appoint a surveyor to advise or act on your behalf, we suggest that you advise them of 

this letter without delay. We will continue to engage with you in respect of your interest and National 

Grid will meet reasonable Surveyor’s fees incurred in agreeing matters such as the agreement of an 

easement, in line with National Grid’s Land Rights Strategy and Payment of Surveyors Fees guidance 

documents. Please let us know if you have would like a copy of this. 

 

If you wish to discuss the contents of this letter, please contact us using the contact details listed at the 

top of this letter. 

 

Yours [INSERT SIGNOFF], 

Robert Govier 

Robert Govier 

National Grid Lands Team 

 

Enclosures; 
 

• Notice of Making 

 



1-3 Strand 
London WC2N 5EH 

 
T: 0800 073 1047 
email: box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com 
nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar  

 

 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc, 
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London, WC2N 5EH.  
Registered in England and Wales No. 02366977 1 

 

 

 

06/03/2026 
 

Ref: XXX 

Dear «Land_Interest», 

Subject: THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO 
RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026 
(the “Order”) 

NOTICE OF MAKING 
 
The West Burton to Ratcliffe-On-Soar Refurbishment Project (the ‘Project’) is a proposal by National 

Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) plc (hereafter referred to as National Grid) to refurbish the existing 

tower lines between West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar, to increase capacity in the line in order to deliver 

a reliable, affordable network into the future and meet the rising demand for electricity.  

 

We write to confirm that on 12 February 2026 National Grid made the Order, under section 10 and 

paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 1989. It is about to submit this Order to the Secretary 

of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for confirmation, and if confirmed, the Order will authorise 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc to purchase compulsorily the land and new rights necessary 

for the purpose of enabling the refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to High 

Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (the "WRRE Project") 

and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (the "SCRE Project") and associated works to maintain and uprate the 

existing electricity transmission system. The Order relates to both the WRRE Project and the SCRE 

Project. 

 

We understand that you have, or may have, an interest in part of the land subject of the Order, as 

described in the enclosed notice. As your interest in land has recently been identified, we enclose 

correspondence previously issued to all persons with an interest in land following Making of the CPO 

for the Project. As such, your name and interest are not currently listed in the Order as made. However 

we will endeavour to include your details in all future correspondence regarding the Project, and your 

name and interest will be updated in the Order when the next opportunity arises.  

 

The Order, Map and Statement of Reasons are available for inspection from 19 February 2026 at the 

locations as detailed in the enclosed notice or they can be viewed on the project website:  

www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-

burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar. The Statement of Reasons provides more detail about the Project and the 

need for it, as well as the justification for the Order. If you would like a copy sent to you (for example a 

hard copy), please contact us via the details in the enclosed notice.  

 

 
[INSERT CONTACT] 
[INSERT ADDRESS] 

http://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
http://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar


 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc, 
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London, WC2N 5EH.  
Registered in England and Wales No. 02366977 2 

 

The enclosed notice also details how objections to the Order can be made and submitted. As your 

interest in land has been identified since Making of the CPO, any objection to the Order you wish to 

make and submit may be made and submitted before 11:59pm on 31 March 2026. Therefore, please 

disregard the submission timescales noted in the enclosed notice.  

 

The Order, Map and Statement of Reasons available for inspection in hard copy at the deposit locations 

detailed in the enclosed notice will be available until 19 March 2026 only. If you experience any 

accessibility issues or difficulty accessing these documents, please contact us and we will be happy to 

provide them in an alternative format. 

 

Please note that the making of the Order is not intended in any way to interfere with any negotiations 

being carried out by or on behalf of National Grid by our appointed Land Agent (Ardent). 

 

We will continue to engage with all known affected landowners and, where required, the occupiers, to 

discuss the required land and land rights as well as the proposals to deliver the Project. We will continue 

to negotiate in a collaborative and positive manner to conclude voluntary agreements with all parties. 

Where we have a completed agreement in place, we do not expect to need to rely on the Order. Our 

preference will always be to secure the land and land rights on the basis of voluntary agreement with 

affected landowners/occupiers. 

 

If you intend to appoint a surveyor to advise or act on your behalf, we suggest that you advise them of 

this letter without delay. We will continue to engage with you in respect of your interest and National 

Grid will meet reasonable Surveyor’s fees incurred in agreeing matters such as the agreement of an 

easement, in line with National Grid’s Land Rights Strategy and Payment of Surveyors Fees guidance 

documents. Please let us know if you have would like a copy of this. 

 

If you wish to discuss the contents of this letter, please contact us using the contact details listed at the 

top of this letter. 

 

Yours [INSERT SIGNOFF], 

Robert Govier 

Robert Govier 

National Grid Lands Team 

 

Enclosures; 
 

• Notice of Making 
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From: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar
To:
Subject: SoC Email Template
Date: 20 May 2026 11:27:49
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png

Dear XX,

THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO
RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) (the “Project”) COMPULSORY
PURCHASE ORDER 2026 (the “Order”) STATEMENT OF CASE AND NOTICE
PURSUANT TO RULE 7(2) OF THE COMPULSORY PURCHASE (INQUIRIES
PROCEDURE) RULES 2007

AGENT:
Please find attached Statement of Case, in relation to the above-referenced order and your
client XXX.

For completeness, a copy of this response has also been provided directly to your client for
their records.

If you require any assistance, please get in touch with Ardent on 0203 092 3162 or via
email: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com

HR Clients / Landowner Only:
Please find attached Statement of Case, in relation to the above-referenced order.

This has also been issued to the Land Agent / Professional Representative appointed to act
on your behalf.

If you require any assistance, please get in touch with Ardent on 0203 092 3162 or via
email: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com

Kind regards,

​​​​

Tel: 0203 092 3162

Email: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com

Web:  www.ardent-management.com

Ardent colleagues support working flexibly, so please don't feel obliged to  ​respond
​outside of your usual working hours.

mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
https://www.ardent-management.com/
mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
https://www.ardent-management.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ardent-land-assembly-and-compulsory-purchase/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/@ardentmanagement362/featured





Ardent Land Team













This message, its content and any attachment is private and confidential.  If you have received this message in error, please
notify us immediately and permanently delete this message from your system.  Ardent Management Limited may monitor
incoming and outgoing email for compliance and security purposes. Ardent Management Limited is a limited company
registered in England and Wales under company number 02698524.   Registered office 147A High Street, Waltham Cross,
Hertfordshire, EN8 7AP

https://www.ardent-management.com/
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Date: 19/05/2026 

 

Dear [INSERT], 
 
THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC  (WEST BURTON TO 
RATCLIFFE - ON - SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) (the “Project”) COMPULSORY 
PURCHASE ORDER 2026 (the “Order”)  STATEMENT OF CASE AND NOTICE 
PURSUANT TO RULE 7(2) OF THE COMPULSORY PURCHASE (INQUIRIES 
PROCEDURE) RULES 2007  
 

Further to our letter of 13th May 2026, we are writing in relation to the above-referenced Order, which was made 

by National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (“NGET”) on 12 February 2026 and submitted to the Secretary of 

State for Energy Security and Net Zero (the “Secretary of State”) for confirmation on 3 March 2026, to provide 

further documentation in response to the objection to the Order. 

 

As objections have been received to the Order, the Secretary of State has directed that a public local inquiry be 

held, commencing on 18 August 2026 (the “Inquiry”). 

 

In accordance with Rule 7 of the Compulsory Purchase (Inquiries Procedure) Rules 2007 (the “Inquiries Rules”), 

NGET is required to send the Statement of Case (“SoC”) to all remaining objectors to the Order by 6 weeks after 

the relevant date. Accordingly, we enclose by way of service upon you, NGET’s SoC, together with the Appendices 

referred to therein.  

 

In accordance with Rule 7(2) of the Inquiries Rules, notice is hereby given that the SoC, as well as the other 

documents referred to in the SoC, are available to view on the project website at 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-

projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar and are available to inspect free of charge at all reasonable hours at 

the locations specified below until the date of commencement of the Inquiry. 

 

The opening hours of each location are as follows: 

 

 

«Proper_Officer» 

«Party» 

«Address_Formatted» 

 

Ardent West Burton to Ratcliffe-On-Soar  

Project Team 
36 – 38 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DE 

WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com  

0203 092 3162 

Our Ref: «Ref» 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com


 
 

      2 

Location  Opening Hours (we advise you to check the 
opening hours with the library prior to travelling) 

Radcliffe on Trent Library 
New Road 
Radcliffe on Trent 
Nottinghamshire 
NG12 2AJ 

Monday: 9AM - 7PM 
Tuesday: 9AM - 1PM 
Wednesday: Closed 
Thursday: 9AM - 5PM 
Friday: Closed 
Saturday: 9AM - 1PM 
Sunday: Closed 
 

Retford Library  
17 Churchgate 
Retford 
DN22 6PE  

Monday – Friday: 9AM - 6PM 
Saturday: 9AM - 3:30PM 
Sunday: Closed 
  

Newark Library 
Beaumond Gardens 
Balderton Gate 
Newark 
NG24 1UW 

Monday: 9AM - 6:30PM 
Tuesday: 9AM - 6PM 
Wednesday: 9AM - 6:30PM 
Thursday: 9AM - 6PM 
Friday: 9AM - 6PM 
Saturday: 9AM - 4PM 
Sunday: Closed 
 

 

A copy of this correspondence has also been issued to your land agent / professional representative where 

appropriate. 

 

NGET remains committed to securing land and land rights by voluntary agreement and if you would like to 

continue discussions regarding the voluntary acquisition of your land interest and/or more information about 

the Project, please contact Ardent by telephone on 0203 092 3162 or via email: WestBurton-

RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com. 

 

Yours [INSERT SIGNOFF], 
 

Robert Govier 

Robert Govier 
National Grid Lands Team 
 
Enc. 
Statement of Case and appendices  
 
 
 

 
 

 

Data Protection: Ardent Management Limited act as a Processor on behalf of National Grid with regard to the personal 

data we collect and process about you. For more information about how National Grid use your personal data, please refer 

their privacy policy enclosed or at nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy 

mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
https://www.nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy
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From: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar
Bcc: ajheadlandandson@btconnect.com; giles.johnston@ddmagriculture.co.uk; michaelarlington10@gmail.com;

josh@pollock-associates.co.uk; Jonathan Morgan-Smith; alison.dablin@pinsentmasons.com;
matthew.grocock@gunnercooke.com; chloe.tellett@edf-power.com; John Hetherton;
"Kutahya.Cherry@footanstey.com"; Exolumpipelinesystem@fishergerman.co.uk;
"pipelinerow@exolum.com"; "bsykes@vwv.co.uk"; "kirsten.cunningham@holcim.co.uk";
y1den@hotmail.co.uk; "harrison.riddle@landreeve.co.uk"; Paul Beaumont; Alistair Collins;
darlay@tiscali.co.uk; avenue.farm@outlook.com; phillipdunthorne@btinternet.com;
"Rohini.Vekaria@dentons.com"; paulspinkltd@gmail.com; CompanySecretariat@res-group.com;
"douglas.haycock@burges-salmon.com"; "nick.mcdonald@pinsentmasons.com"; kl@jemg.co.uk;
jeremy.dawson@ceresproperty.co.uk; Martyn.Jarvis@townlegal.com; "taylor.power@pinsentmasons.com";
Matthew.carpenter@tribus.energy; Stuart.tweedy@tribus.energy; ta.ewings@ashfords.co.uk;
"s.humphreys@ashfords.co.uk"; "samuel.hewson@gmail.com"; "andrew@pollock-associates.co.uk";
"letty@pollock-associates.co.uk"

Subject: Statement(s) of Evidence - The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar
Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026

Date: 27 July 2026 17:59:00
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
NGET - SoE.zip
West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar - SoE to objectors cover letter.pdf

Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Please find enclosed documents on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission,
regarding the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar CPO.
 
Kind Regards,
Ardent Land Team
 

​​​​​

Tel: 0203 092 3162

Email: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com

Web:  www.ardent-management.com

Ardent colleagues support working flexibly, so please don't feel obliged to  ​respond
​outside of your usual working hours.

 

This message, its content and any attachment is private and confidential.  If you have received this message in error, please
notify us immediately and permanently delete this message from your system.  Ardent Management Limited may monitor
incoming and outgoing email for compliance and security purposes. Ardent Management Limited is a limited company
registered in England and Wales under company number 02698524.   Registered office 147A High Street, Waltham Cross,
Hertfordshire, EN8 7AP

 

mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
mailto:ajheadlandandson@btconnect.com
mailto:giles.johnston@ddmagriculture.co.uk
mailto:michaelarlington10@gmail.com
mailto:josh@pollock-associates.co.uk
mailto:jmsmith@savills.com
mailto:alison.dablin@pinsentmasons.com
mailto:matthew.grocock@gunnercooke.com
mailto:chloe.tellett@edf-power.com
mailto:jh@elementsgreen.com
mailto:Kutahya.Cherry@footanstey.com
mailto:exolumpipelinesystem@fishergerman.co.uk
mailto:pipelinerow@exolum.com
mailto:bsykes@vwv.co.uk
mailto:kirsten.cunningham@holcim.co.uk
mailto:y1den@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:harrison.riddle@landreeve.co.uk
mailto:paul.beaumont@jgpears.com
mailto:alistair@jgpears.com
mailto:darlay@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:avenue.farm@outlook.com
mailto:phillipdunthorne@btinternet.com
mailto:Rohini.Vekaria@dentons.com
mailto:paulspinkltd@gmail.com
mailto:companysecretariat@res-group.com
mailto:douglas.haycock@burges-salmon.com
mailto:nick.mcdonald@pinsentmasons.com
mailto:kl@jemg.co.uk
mailto:jeremy.dawson@ceresproperty.co.uk
mailto:martyn.jarvis@townlegal.com
mailto:taylor.power@pinsentmasons.com
mailto:matthew.carpenter@tribus.energy
mailto:stuart.tweedy@tribus.energy
mailto:ta.ewings@ashfords.co.uk
mailto:s.humphreys@ashfords.co.uk
mailto:samuel.hewson@gmail.com
mailto:andrew@pollock-associates.co.uk
mailto:letty@pollock-associates.co.uk
https://www.ardent-management.com/
mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
https://www.ardent-management.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ardent-land-assembly-and-compulsory-purchase/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/@ardentmanagement362/featured
https://www.ardent-management.com/
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DEFINED TERMS  



Term Definition   
1981 Act   Acquisition of Land Act 1981   
1989 Act   Electricity Act 1989   



Access swathe An area that provides appropriate access to each pylon 
structure, UGC section and crossing protection work area. 



Angle pylon / tower 



Also known as a tension tower, and is a pylon where a 
horizontal insulator string attaches the conductors.  
 
Tension or ‘angle’ pylons are used at points where the 
overhead line alignment changes direction. 



Anti-climbing devices 
Device installed to the leg of a pylon to prevent, so far as 
may reasonably be foreseen, any person from having 
access to any position which is dangerously near any such 
live conductor. 



Arcing Horns 



Arcing horns, also known as arc-horns, are protecting 
conductors used in high-voltage electric power 
transmission systems to protect insulators or switch 
hardware from damage during flashover events. They 
provide a controlled spark gap that diverts electrical arcs 
away from the insulator surface, allowing the discharge to 
occur in a designated path rather than damaging 
equipment. This design helps to safeguard critical 
components in power transmission systems from 
overvoltages caused by lightning strikes, switching surges, 
or atmospheric disturbances. 



Cable An insulated conductor designed for underground 
installation. 



Cable sealing end Structures used to transfer transmission circuits between 
underground cables and overhead lines. 



Cable sealing end 
compound 



Electrical infrastructure used as the transition point 
between overhead lines and underground cables. A 
compound on the ground acts as the principal transition 
point. 



Cable Works 
That part of the Project at the West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-
Soar substations, where new underground cables and high 
voltage equipment will be replaced to be consistent with the 
uprated overhead line capacity. 



Clean Power 2030 Clean Power 2030 Action Plan (Department for Energy 
Security and Net Zero, December 2024) 



Colour Plates 



A colour plate (or circuit identification plate) is a 
standardised plate fitted to structures in the National Grid 
electricity transmission network to identify circuits and 
provide safety information. These plates help personnel 
quickly recognize the type of circuit, voltage level, and 
operational details, which is critical for safe climbing, 
maintenance, and switching operations. 



Compensation Code   



Collective term used for the principles set out in Acts of 
Parliament, principally the Land Compensation Act 1961, 
the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965, the Land 
Compensation Act 1973, the Planning & Compulsory 
Purchase Act 1991 and the Planning & Compulsory 
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Term Definition   
Purchase Act 2004. This is supplemented by case law, 
relating to compensation for compulsory acquisition.   



Concrete Muff 



A concrete muff is a protective collar or pedestal 
constructed around the base of a pylon leg at the point 
where it emerges from the ground. It is designed to shield 
metal components from ground-line corrosion while its 
sloped surface ensures that rainwater sheds away from the 
structure to prevent water ingress. 



Conductor The overhead wire that carries electricity from one place to 
another, for example the line between two pylons. 



Convention The European Convention on Human Rights 



CPO Guidance   
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
Guidance on the Compulsory Purchase Process (June 
2026)   



Crossing protection 



An allowance made within the Order Land where the 
overhead line crosses a road, railway line, utility or 
navigable watercourse. The allowance provides space to 
protect the crossing during conductor / reconductoring 
work. Scaffolding is one example of crossing protection; 
scaffolding would be placed on either side of the crossed 
feature with netting between the two structures to prevent 
the conductor falling to ground.  



Downdropper The final connection from the bottom of the downlead to the 
substation or other termination equipment 



Downlead 



The connection from the terminal tower on a circuit to the 
substation gantry or anchor blocks, or when an overhead 
line connects to an underground cable, the connection from 
the crossarms to the cable sealing end structure. 



Earthwire 



A dedicated conductor that provides a safe route for 
electrical fault currents to disperse into the earth. It is a 
crucial component in electrical systems designed to protect 
from electrical shocks. 



Easement 
A legal right in perpetuity granting National Grid the right to 
install, use, maintain, replace, renew and remove its 
equipment. 



EIA Regulations Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017. 



Enabling works 



Works done ahead of the physical infrastructure works. 
Enabling works can include, for example: the establishment 
of construction compounds and access; vegetation 
clearance; utility mitigation; and the erection of crossing 
protection equipment. 



Equality Act The Equality Act 2010 
Exemption 
Regulations 



The Overhead Lines (Exemption) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2009 



Gantry 
An overhead bridge-like structure supporting electrical 
equipment. A transition point from overhead line equipment 
to equipment in a compound. 



Insulator Set 
An assembly of one or more insulator strings used to attach 
the conductors to the pylons, preventing electrical 
discharge to the steelwork. 



NRSWA Rights Rights under the New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 
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Term Definition   



OHL Swathe 



An area either side of the conductor centreline, to provide 
a work area to enable in-line construction and maintenance 
of conductors with sufficient work area and access for 
conductors to be lowered to the ground if required.  



OHL Works 



That part of the Project comprising the reconductoring of 
the existing overhead electric lines which includes the  
replacement of fittings, earth wire, steelwork and tower 
furniture (including the replacement of Colour Plates and 
Arcing Horns). 



Order   



The National Grid Electricity Transmission (West Burton to 
Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory 
Purchase Order 2026. 
 



Order Land   The land which is subject to compulsory purchase powers 
pursuant to the Order as shown on the Order Map. 



Order Map   



The plan which forms part of the Order, being the map 
referred to in the National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc 
(West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) 
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026, comprised of a key plan 
and sheets 1 to 56.  



PD Rights 
Permitted development rights under the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 
Order 2015 



Pylon 
Structures that support the overhead line (conductors). 
Lattice pylons are the pylon type widely used on the 
national electricity transmission networks. 



Project   



The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc West Burton 
to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project.  The Project 
comprises the refurbishment of the existing 400kV  
single circuits (of which the circuit numbers are shown in 
brackets): West Burton to High Marnham (A403), High 
Marnham to Stoke Bardolph (A41E), Ratcliffe-on-Soar to 
Stoke Bardolph (A41F) (this aspect of the Project is 
referred to as the "WRRE Project") and Cottam to 
Staythorpe 1 (A408, referred to as the "SCRE Project").  
Together the WRRE Project and SCRE Project form the 
Project. The Project also includes associated works.  
 



SCRE Project The aspect of the Project from Cottam to Staythorpe 1 
(A408). 



Stringing area 



Areas around pylons that allow for stringing of new 
conductors or reconductoring works. Stringing areas are 
typically bow-tie shaped areas that provide sufficient space 
for positioning machinery and equipment behind the pylon 
structure to achieve a safe pulling angle to not impose a 
strong downward force on the crossarms. They are of a size 
typically two-times the pylon height. Stringing areas are 
shown on appropriate angle pylon locations, as required.  



Tower Engineering term for ‘pylons’.  



UGC Swathe 
An area for the purposes of, or incidental to, the 
construction, laying, placing, retention, use, operation, 
protection, maintenance, surveying, testing, repair, 
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ABBREVIATIONS 



Term Definition   
renewal, replacement, alteration, commissioning, removal 
and decommissioning of underground electric cables and 
associated infrastructure. 



Wayleave 



A wayleave agreement is a contractual arrangement that 
allows a third party, usually a utility provider, to install, 
access, maintain and repair equipment such as cables, 
pipes or poles on land owned by someone else. 



Work area 



Work area refers to a temporary area around a pylon base, 
typically 50m x 50m. The area is required to undertake 
works on the tower, and allows space for vehicles, access, 
plant, equipment, welfare and demarcation of safe zones.  
 
Work areas typically involve trackway over all or part of the 
area, depending on the specific works taking place at a 
given location.  



WRRE Project 
The aspect of the Project from West Burton to High  
Marnham (A403), High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph 
(A41E), Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (A41F). 



Term / Abbreviation Definition   



ASTI   Ofgem’s  Accelerated  Strategic Transmission 
Investment Framework (published December 2022)  



BESS Battery Energy Storage System 
CDM   Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 
CNP Critical National Priority  
CPO   Compulsory Purchase Order   



CSS 



Catenary support system: A CSS is a temporary safety and 
support mechanism used during the maintenance, repair, 
or replacement (re-conductoring) of overhead power lines. 
It typically consists of an independent high-strength rope 
tensioned between structures, from which a series of pulley 
blocks are suspended to carry the conductor, acting as a 
catch system. 



DCO   Development Consent Order   
DNO Distribution Network Operator 
EIA   Environmental Impact Assessment   
EPC Engineering, procurement and construction 
FEED Front- end engineering design 



GDPO The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) (England) Order 2015 



GEMA   Gas and Electricity Markets Authority   
GGP Great Grid Partnership 
HoTs Heads of Terms 
Km Kilometre 
kV   Kilovolt   
LRS Land Rights Strategy 
MoA Memorandum of Agreement 
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Term / Abbreviation Definition   
MRTPI Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute 
NESO National Energy System Operator 
NGED National Grid Electricity Distribution plc 
NGET   National Grid Electricity Transmission plc   
NPPF   National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024) 
NPS   National Policy Statement   



NPS EN-1 Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1), 
2025  



NPS EN-5 National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks 
Infrastructure (EN-5), 2025  



Ofgem   Office for Gas and Electricity Markets   
OHL   Overhead Line   
PLS-CADD Power Line Systems Computer-Aided Design and Drafting 
PRoW Public right of way 
RICS Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 



RIIO Ofgem's regulatory framework; Revenue = Incentives + 
Innovation + Outputs. 



TCPA Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
UGC Underground cable 
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1. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE
1.1 



1.2 



1.3 



1.4 



1.5 



My name is Leanne Evans, and I am a Project Director with National Grid Electricity 
Transmission plc ("NGET"), specialising in project optioneering, development and project 
management of major infrastructure projects which includes substation, new overhead 
power line projects, overhead line replacement and cable replacement projects and 
refurbishment projects such as the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Project (the 
"Project"). 
I have a degree in History and International Relations from De Montfort University Leicester 
and a Master of Philosophy from the University of Birmingham. I am a NEC accredited 
professional and have completed the Major Projects Leadership Programme at the Saïd 
Business School at the University of Oxford. I have worked in the energy industry for 26 
years, 18 years of which have been within Electricity Transmission with breadth of 
knowledge and experience from working within various roles across Commercial, 
Regulatory and Project Management.  
In my current role with NGET, I am a Project Director accountable for the management for 
the development and ultimately the delivery of projects, leading a team of senior and lead 
project managers, engineers and support staff responsible for the front-end engineering, 
project design works, and early contractor engagement works. My responsibilities in this 
role include steering projects through required internal governance, ensuring funding is in 
place to deliver the works, ensuring contracts are in place to manage the design and 
construction activities and managing senior relationships with stakeholders. 
Prior to this, I was a Senior Project Manager, responsible for a portfolio of complex 
Electricity Transmission infrastructure projects, leading multiple project teams at different 
phases of optioneering, development and delivery across substation, overhead line and 
cable replacement projects. This included the delivery of the Peak District East Visual 
Impact Provision (VIP) project, which involved the removal of a section of overhead line 
and replacing with a new cable solution; Integrated Security Solution projects; and the 
Hartlepool – West Bolden Circuit (ZZA) turn in at Hawthorn Pit (WHT1). 
Previous roles have also included regulatory submission and development positions where 
I led the project management of the RIIO ET2 Price Control Submission (Ofgem's 
regulatory framework is known as RIIO (Revenue = Incentives + Innovation + Outputs), 
and multiple regulatory investment submissions, including the Dinorwig to Pentir Cable 
Replacement Project and Cyber Security. 



2. SCOPE AND STRUCTURE OF EVIDENCE
The Project



2.1 This statement has been prepared in support of the Project and The National Grid
Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project)
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (the "Order") that has been made by NGET. In this
Statement, the land which is the subject of compulsory purchase powers is referred to as
the "Order Land". The Order Land is shown on the Order Maps (CD, C02) and described
in the Schedule to the Order.



2.2 The purpose of my evidence is to explain what the Project is and why it is needed. Read
together with the evidence of NGET's other witnesses, it demonstrates that the statutory
requirements, 'need case' and the 'compelling case in the public interest' tests are met. In
particular, this statement provides an overview of NGET and the Project need case and
funding and delivery proposals for the Project and provides supporting information relating
to the reasons for the Order.



2.3 This statement of evidence is structured as follows:
2.3.1 Section 2 Scope and structure of evidence. 
2.3.2 Section 3 Overview of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc 
2.3.3 Section 4 Overview of the Project. 
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2.3.4 Section 5 Alternatives to the Project. 
2.3.5 Section 6 The Need for the Project. 
2.3.6 Section 7 Benefits of the Project. 
2.3.7 Section 8 How the Project will be delivered and funded. 
2.3.8 Section 9 GEMA consent. 
2.3.9 Section 10 Response to the Objections. 
2.3.10 Section 11 Human Rights and Equality Act Considerations. 
2.3.11 Section 12 Conclusions. 
2.3.12 Section 13 Declaration. 



2.4 My evidence does not address the land and rights required for the Project, which is 
addressed by Mr Harper in his Statement of Evidence (NGET/DH/1). Nor does it address 
engineering issues or responses to stakeholder objections relating to engineering matters, 
which is the responsibility of Mr Kirby and is dealt with in his Statement of Evidence 
(NGET/WL/1). Engagement with non-engineering stakeholders, for example landowners, is 
also not covered within my evidence and is addressed by Mr Harper. Planning matters are 
dealt with in the evidence prepared by Mr Jarvis (NGET/PJ/1). I have had regard to all of 
these statements, which I have seen in draft, in the preparation of my own evidence. 



2.5 References in my evidence to the core documents are made by the abbreviation, for 
example, "(CD, CXX)". The evidence of other witnesses is referred to by the name of the 
author.  



3. OVERVIEW OF NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC 
3.1 NGET is a division of National Grid plc and is responsible for the high voltage electricity 



transmission network across England and Wales. NGET owns and maintains a network 
comprising approximately 4,500 miles of overhead lines, 900 miles of underground cables 
and in excess of 300 substations. Its core function is the transportation of electricity from 
points of generation to distribution networks, thereby ensuring the continuity and reliability 
of electricity supply to domestic and commercial consumers. 



3.2 NGET is currently leading The Great Grid Upgrade, an important initiative aimed at 
modernising the electricity transmission infrastructure to accommodate the increasing 
demand for clean, low-carbon energy. This upgrade includes 17 major projects designed to 
enhance the capacity and resilience of the electricity network. 



3.3 NGET operates within the regulatory framework established by the Office of Gas and 
Electricity Markets ("Ofgem"), which has oversight of the electricity market in the United 
Kingdom. NGET is required to comply with its licence obligations and to ensure that its 
investment decisions are aligned with national energy policy. 



3.4 NGET plays a crucial role in supporting the UK government's climate goals, including 
achieving 50GW of renewable energy by 2030 and transitioning to a net-zero energy 
system by 2050. The organisation is focused on integrating renewable energy sources, 
such as offshore wind, into the grid. 



3.5 In summary, NGET occupies a position of central importance within the UK's energy 
infrastructure, with a focus on the modernisation of the electricity transmission network, the 
facilitation of decarbonisation and the assurance of reliable energy delivery to meet present 
and future demand. 



4. OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT 
4.1 The Project is based within the administrative boundaries of Bassetlaw District Council, 



Newark and Sherwood District Council, Gedling Borough Council and Rushcliffe Borough 
Council (the "Councils"). The Project comprises the refurbishment of the existing 400kV 
single circuits (of which the circuit numbers are shown in brackets): West Burton to High 
Marnham (A403), High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph (A41E), Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke 
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Bardolph (A41F) (this aspect of the Project is referred to as the "WRRE Project") and 
Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (A408, referred to as the "SCRE Project"). Together the WRRE 
Project and SCRE Project form the Project. The Project also includes the associated works 
detailed below. As the Project is a refurbishment project, most of the Order Land either 
comprises of, or is immediately adjacent to, land on which existing electricity transmission 
infrastructure is already situated. As described further below, the Order Land is 
predominantly agricultural land.  



4.2 The existing single circuits being reconductored as part of the Project span across 
approximately 106 kilometres ("km") and electricity is transmitted from West Burton 400kV 
Substation to High Marnham 400kV Substation, High Marnham 400kV Substation to Stoke 
Bardolph 400kV Substation and Stoke Bardolph 400kV Substation to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
400kV Substation. There is also a requirement to reconductor the Overhead line route 
between Staythorpe 400kV Substation and Cottam 400kV Substation. 



4.3 The overhead line location plan referenced within the Statement of Case ("OHL Location 
Plan") (CD, C08) illustrates the overhead line routes and adjoining circuits forming part of 
the Project. 



4.4 The Project comprises the reconductoring of the existing overhead electric lines between 
the sections referred to below (shown on the OHL Location plan) which includes the 
replacement of fittings, earth wire, steelwork and tower furniture (including the replacement 
of Colour Plates and Arcing Horns) (the "OHL Works"). There is no increase to the height 
or change in location of the towers which form part of the OHL Works. 



4.5 The WRRE Project overhead line route shown on the OHL Location Plan covers the 
following sections: 
4.5.1 West Burton to High Marnham (A403), is approximately 14 km long and runs 



between towers ZDA210D and ZDA247. This section is currently strung with a 
conductor, which will be retained as it is already suitable for the required rating, 
and includes a short 0.229 km oil-filled cable section which is required to be 
replaced to meet rating requirements. 



4.5.2 High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph (A41E), spans approximately 40 km and runs 
between towers ZDA247 and ZDF57 and ZD1 to ZD061. This section will be 
reconductored using more power efficient conductors as the existing conductors 
do not meet the required rating and includes crossings over the A1 road, railway 
lines near Radcliffe on Trent, Keyworth, Ruddington, Weston and Thurgaton 
Station, a viaduct at Radcliffe on Trent, the River Soar, and Hoveringham Lake. 



4.5.3 Stoke Bardolph to Ratcliffe-on-Soar (A41F), is approximately 25 km long and 
runs between towers ZD61 and ZD137. It will also be reconductored using more 
power efficient conductors as the existing conductors do not meet the required 
rating and includes four crossings, including major roads (A453, A60, A52) and 
the River Soar. This section also includes a short 0.17km oil-filled cable which is 
required to be replaced to meet rating requirements. The WRRE Project route 
predominantly crosses agricultural land. 



4.5.4 At the West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar substations, new underground cables 
and high voltage equipment will be replaced to be consistent with the uprated 
overhead line capacity (the "Cable Works") as shown on the cable location plan 
referenced within the Statement of Case (CD, C08) ("Cable Location Plan").  



4.6 The SCRE Project route covers the following section: 
4.6.1 Between Cottam and Staythorpe substations, is approximately 27 km long and 



runs between towers ZDA228B and ZDA248B, continuing towards ZD1 for 
interface. This section will be reconductored using more power efficient 
conductors as the existing conductors do not meet the required rating. This route 
includes a 500 m cable section at Cottam substation which has been assessed 
as sufficient for the current rating requirements and is, therefore, not being 
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replaced. The SCRE route runs through rural Nottinghamshire, crossing the A1 
road, the River Soar, farmland and minor roads. 



4.7 Equipment uprating works will also be carried out at Cottam, Staythorpe, and Stoke 
Bardolph substations. High Marnham substation is excluded from this Project scope of 
works as it forms part of the separate Chesterfield to High Marnham project. 



4.8 In addition, all of the existing infrastructure referred to above will require ongoing 
maintenance, which is included as part of this Project. The Project works are described in 
more detail below.  



4.9 NGET developed a design for the Project for the purposes of considering the consents 
required for the Project and promoting the Order. This was informed by a wide range of 
surveys and assessments. Insofar as the consents required for the Project are concerned, 
these are explained further in the Statement of Case (CD, C08) and the Statement of 
Evidence of Mr Jarvis (NGET/JP/1). The appointed principal contractor will be responsible 
for further developing the detailed design and securing any remaining secondary consents.  



4.10 NGET has had regard to the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 
(the "CDM") in its design of the Project. CDM ensures health and safety is coordinated and 
managed throughout all stages of a construction project (including during the development, 
design, construction and procurement stages) in order to reduce the risk of harm to those 
who will build, use and maintain structures. These requirements have influenced the design 
and the areas required for construction, including but not limited to, compounds and access 
roads.  
OHL Works 



4.11 The four OHL Work packages comprise a common scope of works including steelwork 
refurbishment and replacement, refurbishment or replacement of anti-climbing devices and 
associated accessories, foundation refurbishment, and changes to protection and control 
settings where necessary. These activities are common across the following elements:  
4.11.1 A403 High Marnham to West Burton,  
4.11.2 A41E High Marnham (North) to Stoke Bardolph,  
4.11.3 A41F Ratcliffe to Stoke Bardolph, and  
4.11.4 A408 Cottam to Staythorpe 1.  



4.12 The common OHL component parts of the Project are indicated below in the table and 
explained in further detail in Mr Kirby’s Statement of Evidence (NGET/WK/1) which focuses 
on engineering matters. Components not included in the table below are not required to be 
upgraded as part of the Project scope: 
 



Component / Work Item A403 High 
Marnham to West 



Burton 



A41E High Marnham 
(North) - QB2 Stoke 



Bardolph 



A41F Ratcliffe - 
Stoke Bardolph 



A408 Cottam - 
Staythorpe 1 



Commonality 



Steelwork refurbishment and 
replacement 



Included Included Included Included Included in 4 of 4 
OHL packages 



Repair or replacement of 
anti-climbing devices and 
other accessories, including 
property plates 



Included Included Included Included Included in 4 of 4 
OHL packages 



Foundation refurbishment Included Included Included Included Included in 4 of 4 
OHL packages 



Protection and control 
settings changes where 
necessary 



Included Included Included Included Included in 4 of 4 
OHL packages 
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Component / Work Item A403 High 
Marnham to West 



Burton 



A41E High Marnham 
(North) - QB2 Stoke 



Bardolph 



A41F Ratcliffe - 
Stoke Bardolph 



A408 Cottam - 
Staythorpe 1 



Commonality 



Replacement of all 
conductors, fittings, 
insulators and associated 
tower furniture 



Not included Included Included Included Included in 3 of 4 
OHL packages 



Replacement of existing 
earthwires, downleads and 
down droppers 



Not included Included Included Included Included in 3 of 4 
OHL packages 



Gantry refurbishment Not included Included Not included Included Included in 2 of 4 
OHL packages 



Muffs (concrete caps) Included Not included Not included Not included Included in 1 of 4 
OHL packages 



Cable Works 
4.13 The two cable work packages comprise a common scope of works including replacement 



of cables, sealing end terminations, gantry and switchgear. These activities are common 
across the following elements:  
4.13.1 West Burton Cable Works, and   
4.13.2 Ratcliffe-on-Soar Cable Works 



4.14 The common cable works component parts of the Project are indicated below in the table 
and explained in further detail in William Kirby and Emma Naylor’s statement which 
focuses on Engineering matters. Components not included in the table below are not 
required to be upgraded as part of the Project scope: 



Component / Work Item West Burton Cable 
Works 



Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
Cable Works 



Commonality 



Replacement of existing oil-filled cable with new 
Cable Sealing End terminations and new gantry 



Included Included Included in 2 of 2 cable packages 



New Cable Sealing End terminations Included Included Included in 2 of 2 cable packages 



New gantry Included Included Included in 2 of 2 cable packages 



Extension and replacement of existing cable sealing 
end compound fencing 



Included Not included Included in 1 of 2 cable packages 



Installation of new switchgear, including earth 
switches, surge arrestors and post insulators 



Included Not included Included in 1 of 2 cable packages 



Maintenance Works 
4.15 All of the existing infrastructure included as part of the Project requires ongoing 



maintenance works to maintain the asset health of the infrastructure and ensure a reliable 
and safe supply of electricity. As part of the Project, NGET have therefore sought 
permanent rights over all the existing infrastructure across these overhead line networks 
via the Order, to ensure this maintenance can be undertaken with consistent and sufficient 
rights. Examples of the type of maintenance that would be required to be undertaken would 
include the repairing of existing cables/overhead lines and accessories such as earth 
tape/property plates. 
National Grid Electricity Distribution plc ("NGED") Works 



4.16 NGET requires mechanical protection for any infrastructure or assets located beneath the 
overhead line during the OHL Works.  



4.17 NGED owns and operates a significant number of High Voltage, and Low Voltage 
overhead assets that intersect with NGET's 400 kV transmission lines. To mitigate the risk 
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of electrocution or asset damage, these assets will be replaced with underground 
alternatives where necessary. NGED has been contracted under an engineering, 
procurement and construction ("EPC") arrangement to deliver undergrounding works for 
their overhead line network at intersecting points across the Project. However, in the event 
that NGED cannot deliver these undergrounding works in all locations, apart from the 
instance referred to below, a mechanical section solution (such as scaffolding) can be 
adopted by NGET in order to deliver the Project works.  



4.18 The crossing where a mechanical solution cannot be achieved is between ZDF53 and 
ZDF54 on the Stoke Bardolph – High Marnham circuit crossing Main Road, Averham 
(adjacent to the A617). This crossing will, therefore, require the installation of three new 
11kV overhead line wood poles with associated stay wires, installation of a new three-way 
11kV Underground cable between the three poles and removal of the overhead conductor 
and poles, in order for NGET to carry out the OHL Works as part of the Project.  



4.19 As part of the EPC arrangement, NGET has agreed that NGED will deliver these works to 
enable NGET to carry out the OHL Works forming part of the Project. NGED will seek any 
necessary consents required for these works and is seeking voluntary agreements to 
undertake the works and to maintain the asset once it has been diverted. If a voluntary 
agreement cannot be reached between NGED and the landowner for these works and 
given that no alternative mechanical solution is feasible at this location, NGET has included 
the land required for these works within the Order Land as a fallback, to avoid any 
impediment to the delivery of the Project. As NGET cannot acquire land rights on behalf of 
another statutory undertaker such as NGED, NGET is seeking freehold acquisition of this 
area. This approach enables NGET to subsequently transfer the necessary rights to NGED 
once the freehold land has been acquired. 
Construction Compounds, Vegetation clearance and Accesses 



4.20 Construction compounds, vegetation clearance and accesses to each of the towers/access 
to crossing protection areas (e.g. scaffolding areas either side of the road) along the 
overhead lines are required to enable the construction, maintenance and decommissioning 
of the OHL Works. The construction compounds and accesses to each of the towers are 
shown on the Order Maps. 



5. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROJECT 
5.1 The following options were considered in developing the detailed proposals for the Project 



whilst minimising environmental and community impacts but ensuring deliverability and 
value for consumers. 
Do Nothing 



5.2 Taking no action is not an alternative given the urgent and compelling need to refurbish this 
existing infrastructure as set out in Section 6 of this Statement of Evidence.  
Alternatives to the Project - Options Appraisal 



5.3 The options appraisal concluded that various solutions were available. These were 
narrowed down to a smaller set of credible options, with the remainder ruled out for 
technical or practical reasons and because they did not meet the core investment drivers, 
which are to safely increase network capability, enable new renewable generation to 
connect, and reduce long-term constraint costs. The Project considered the following three 
credible options via a detailed assessment: 
5.3.1 Option 1 (the Project) - Reconductoring the existing overhead lines with the 



largest feasible conductor type that can be safely installed on the existing tower 
structures.  



5.3.2 Option 2 - An alternative reconductoring approach with different conductor 
technology (e.g., high-capacity, low-sag conductors).  



5.3.3 Option 3 - A variation combining reconductoring with other minor asset health 
interventions. 
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5.4 The detailed assessment concluded that Option 1 (the "Project") should be selected as it: 
meets the technical need to increase power flow out of the High Marnham area; supports 
future renewable generation and regional electricity growth; and avoids unnecessary new 
infrastructure, keeping environmental and land impacts to a minimum. Option 1 (the 
"Project") is also the most efficient and cost-effective solution for consumers and can be 
constructed within the short outage windows that the electricity network in this location 
requires. 
Alternatives to acquisition over specific parcels 



5.5 Alternatives to the acquisition of rights sought over particular parcels of land are addressed 
in the Statement of Evidence of Mr Harper (NGET/DH/1). He concludes the rights sought 
are reasonably required and there is no lesser alternative that meets NGET’s objectives. 



6. THE NEED FOR THE PROJECT 
6.1 NGET has a statutory duty under section 9 of the Electricity Act 1989 (CD, A04) to develop 



and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity transmission. 
The Project is required to fulfil that duty. The existing transmission circuits in this area form 
an important part of the national electricity transmission network, carrying electricity from 
areas of generation to centres of demand. Without reinforcement, these circuits would 
increasingly constrain the movement of power across the network and limit the ability of the 
system to accommodate future electricity generation and demand. 



6.2 The existing transmission future network in this area was not designed to accommodate 
the forecast scale and direction of power flows and, without reinforcement, would 
increasingly constrain the efficient operation of the national electricity system. 



6.3 The need for the Project arises from the significant transformation currently underway 
within the UK's energy system. The transition to a low-carbon economy, the growth of 
renewable energy generation, and increasing electrification of transport, heating and 
industry are driving unprecedented demand for transmission network capacity. National 
forecasts prepared by the National Energy System Operator ("NESO") demonstrate that 
substantially greater volumes of electricity will need to be transported across the country 
over the coming decades than the existing network was originally designed to 
accommodate. 



6.4 The Project has been identified as a necessary reinforcement to address forecast 
constraints on the transmission system, particularly across the B7a and B8 network 
boundaries. These constraints restrict the amount of electricity that can be transferred from 
areas of generation in northern England and Scotland to areas of demand further south. If 
those constraints are not addressed, increasing quantities of renewable electricity 
generation will be unable to be transported efficiently across the network, resulting in 
higher system costs, reduced network efficiency and impacts on consumers. 



6.5 A key benefit of the Project is that it increases the transfer capability of the existing network 
by uprating and refurbishing existing infrastructure rather than constructing entirely new 
transmission routes. By replacing ageing conductors and associated equipment with 
higher-capacity assets, National Grid can achieve a significant increase in network 
capability while making use of existing transmission corridors. This approach represents an 
efficient use of existing infrastructure, minimises environmental impacts and provides good 
value for consumers. 



6.6 The Project is also necessary to facilitate a number of contracted customer connections. 
These include major electricity generation, storage and demand projects planned within the 
High Marnham and Stoke Bardolph areas. Such projects form an important part of the UK's 
transition to cleaner and more secure sources of energy. Without the additional network 
capacity created by the Project, those customer connections would face delays or 
restrictions, preventing generation and storage assets from connecting to the national 
electricity system when required. 



6.7 In addition to its direct benefits, the Project is an enabling component of wider strategic 
transmission reinforcement planned across the country. In particular, it supports the 
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delivery of other Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment ("ASTI") schemes, 
including the Chesterfield to High Marnham ASTI project which is a major NGET scheme to 
upgrade existing 275 kilovolts ("kV") overhead electric lines to 400kV to transport more 
clean energy across the UK. These nationally significant infrastructure projects are 
intended to deliver the transmission infrastructure required to meet the Government's 
Clean Power and Net Zero ambitions as set out in national energy policy detailed within 
section 4.16 of the Statement of Case (CD, C08). The full benefits of those wider 
investments cannot be realised unless power can continue to be transported away from the 
High Marnham area through the circuits which form part of this Project. 



6.8 The Project is also required on asset health grounds. Parts of the existing infrastructure 
have reached a point where refurbishment and replacement are necessary to maintain 
long-term reliability and operational resilience. The works will replace ageing conductors, 
fittings and steelwork and address identified asset condition issues. The Project therefore 
not only provides additional transmission capability but also secures the safe and reliable 
operation of this existing strategic infrastructure for future decades. 



6.9 Without the Project, transmission constraints would continue to increase, future customer 
connections would be delayed or restricted, wider strategic reinforcement projects would 
not achieve their intended benefits and the long-term condition of existing assets would 
continue to deteriorate. The Project is therefore necessary to enable National Grid to fulfil 
its statutory duty to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical 
transmission system. 



6.10 These factors demonstrate that the Project is not discretionary or speculative. It responds 
to clearly identified network needs, supports nationally important energy policy objectives, 
enables future generation and storage connections, provides resilience and reliability 
benefits, and contributes directly to the delivery of the UK's clean energy ambitions. In my 
opinion, the need for the Project is both compelling and urgent. 



6.11 Accordingly, when balancing the limited private impacts against the significant national, 
regional and local benefits and need for the Project, there is, in my view, a compelling case 
in the public interest for the acquisition of the land and rights required to enable the Project 
to proceed. Further policy supporting this needs case is provided within Section 4 of the 
Statement of Case (CD, C08) and the Statement of Evidence of Mr Jarvis (NGET/JP/1).  



7. BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT 
7.1 The public benefits arising from the Project are substantial. The Project will increase 



network capacity, support renewable generation, facilitate customer connections, reduce 
transmission constraints, improve energy security and maintain the reliability of critical 
national infrastructure. These benefits extend well beyond the local area and will be 
realised across the electricity system as a whole and are summarised below in key 
categories. 
Increased Transmission Capacity  



7.2 The Project will significantly increase the capability of the existing transmission network by 
uprating approximately 106 kilometres of existing 400kV circuits. Uprating increases the 
capacity of the electricity network. This additional capacity will allow greater volumes of 
electricity to be transferred across the network and will help ensure the transmission 
system is capable of accommodating future generation and demand requirements.  
Reduced Network Constraints and Consumer Cost 



7.3 By increasing network capacity and relieving existing bottlenecks, the Project will reduce 
the extent to which electricity generation is constrained from operating, allowing it to meet 
the current and future energy demands. This will improve the overall efficiency of the 
transmission system and help reduce constraint costs that would otherwise be borne by 
electricity consumers. The Project therefore delivers both operational and economic 
benefits at a national level. 
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Supporting Clean Energy and Net Zero Objectives 
7.4 The Project will facilitate the connection and operation of renewable energy generation and 



energy storage projects. In doing so, it supports national objectives for Clean Power, Net 
Zero and energy system decarbonisation. The reinforcement of existing transmission 
infrastructure is a critical component of enabling the transition from fossil-fuel-based 
generation towards a cleaner and more sustainable energy system. 
Enabling Customer Connections 



7.5 The Project directly supports the connection of major customer projects, including 
renewable generation, battery energy storage systems and significant demand 
connections. These developments contribute to energy security, economic investment and 
the future resilience of the electricity system. Delivery of the Project ensures that sufficient 
transmission capacity is available to accommodate these connections when required. 
Supporting Wider Strategic Investment 



7.6 The Project provides benefits beyond its immediate geographic area by enabling the 
successful delivery of wider ASTI reinforcement schemes. By increasing power transfer 
capability from the High Marnham area, the Project ensures that future strategic 
investments can operate as intended and deliver their full system-wide benefits. 
Improved Reliability and Asset Resilience 



7.7 NGET is charged with delivering a safe and secure electricity transmission network. 
Replacement of the asset at this time will deliver energy security and certainty of supply. It 
will reduce the risk of intermittent interruption of supply. 



7.8 The replacement and refurbishment of ageing infrastructure will improve the reliability, 
resilience and operational performance of the transmission network. New conductors, 
upgraded equipment and structural improvements will reduce operational risk, extend asset 
life and support the continued safe operation of the network for decades to come. 
Efficient Use of Existing Infrastructure 



7.9 A particular benefit of the Project is that it achieves substantial increases in transmission 
capacity largely within an existing transmission corridor and using established 
infrastructure. The works avoid the need for substantial new overhead line routes, thereby 
minimising environmental effects, reducing land take and providing a cost-effective solution 
for consumers. 
Overall Public Benefit 



7.10 In summary, the Project will deliver enhanced network capability, facilitate new generation 
and storage connections, support UK energy policy objectives, maintain reliable electricity 
supplies and improve the condition of strategic transmission assets. These benefits extend 
well beyond the Order Land and will be realised across the wider electricity system, 
businesses and consumers throughout Great Britain. 



8. HOW THE PROJECT WILL BE DELIVERED AND FUNDED 
Delivery 



8.1 In my experience, NGET has an excellent track record in delivering infrastructure projects 
and has an excellent financial standing as explained below. 



8.2 NGET has extensive experience of building, operating and maintaining linear infrastructure 
schemes including overhead electricity systems, underground cables and substations. 



8.3 Notably, NGET has delivered the existing assets which are being refurbished as part this 
Project as well as numerous other refurbishment projects such as the Penwortham to 
Daines refurbishment project and the West Yorkshire overhead line reconductoring project. 
NGET has also delivered the following projects which I have worked on as Senior Project 
Manager: Peak District East Visual Impact Provision (VIP) and Hartlepool – West Bolden 
Circuit (ZZA) turn in at Hawthorn Pit (WHT1). NGET is also making significant progress on 
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the ASTI schemes, such as Chesterfield to Willington (EDN2) for which I am the Project 
Director.  



8.4 NGET has been utilising an Early Contractor Involvement contracting strategy for 
development and undertaking of the initial construction works. The physical work 
commenced with early construction activities allowed by permitted development rights 
under the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 
2015 ("PD Rights") (CD, A12) and works permitted under the New Roads and Street 
Works Act 1991 ("NRSWA Rights") (CD, A05).  



8.5 These works have comprised of surveys, vegetation clearance and mobilising a compound 
for site operations. These early works commenced in Q1 2026 and until 9th July 2026 were 
ongoing. On the 9th July 2026 it was confirmed by NESO that the outage associated with 
the 2026 works, planned specifically for the 2026 works on WRRE, has been cancelled due 
to voltage issues and a clash with another urgent outage.  



8.6 Therefore, the works have been re-programmed as per the summary below: 
WRRE 
8.6.1 November 2026 - Site mobilisation,  
8.6.2 December 2026 - Site enabling and pre-outage works start,  
8.6.3 March to August 2027 - West Burton to High Marnham circuit outage to facilitate 



cable replacement at West Burton and steelwork replacement along the OHL 
route) and High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph outage to facilitate OHL 
reconductoring,  



8.6.4 January 2028 - Site mobilisation,  
8.6.5 January 2028 - Site enabling and pre-outage works start,  
8.6.6 March to August 2028 - Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph circuit outage to 



facilitate underground cable replacement at Ratcliffe and OHL reconductoring. 
SCRE 
8.6.7 July 2027 - Site mobilisation, 
8.6.8 July 2027 - Site enabling and pre-outage works start,  
8.6.9 August - November 2027 - Cottam to Staythorpe circuit outage to facilitate OHL 



reconductoring plus two disconnectors replacement at Cottam and two 
disconnectors replacement at Staythorpe. 



8.7 As can be seen from the dates provided and referred to above, NGET was initially planning 
to commence the works in 2026 in order to meet the planned Project construction end date 
and initial Outage dates provided by NESO, however this strategy has now changed due to 
the outage being cancelled. Due to the re-sequencing of the works associated with the 
cancelled 2026 outage, this has been rescheduled to 2028 and will have no effect on the 
overall construction end date.  



8.8 NGET is proposing to deliver these works under either existing land rights or new voluntary 
agreements. NGET is however maintaining the land required for all of the Project works in 
the event that voluntary agreement for these works is not reached and to ensure the full 
suite of maintenance rights required for the Project are available in perpetuity. 
Procurement of the Works 



8.9 The works have been procured via the Great Grid Partnership ("GGP") Framework. The 
GGP is National Grid's enterprise delivery model for major transmission infrastructure 
projects within the Great Grid Upgrade programme. Established in 2024, the GGP brings 
National Grid and its strategic design, consenting and construction partners together under 
a collaborative framework founded on the Institute of Civil Engineers Project 13 principles. 
The purpose of the GGP is to increase delivery capability, improve efficiency, promote 
innovation and facilitate earlier integration of design, environmental, planning and 
construction activities. This supports the timely delivery of critical electricity infrastructure 











NGET/LE/1 



GBR01/128727735_1 11 



required to meet national energy policy objectives, including the reinforcement projects 
proposed as part of WRRE and SCRE. 



8.10 The procurement process for the Project has led to contracts being awarded for design and 
construction activities for all elements of the project, including Cable and OHL design and 
construction of all works. 



8.11 Overall, subject to acquiring the necessary land interests it requires for the Project, NGET 
will be in a position to proceed with the delivery of the Project to meet the Project delivery 
date of Q4 2028. 
Funding 



8.12 NGET is responsible for developing, constructing, and financing the Project. It is also 
responsible for the payment of compensation for the acquisition of land and rights required 
for the Project whether pursuant to a voluntary agreement or the Compensation Code.  



8.13 NGET expects to recover efficient costs through Ofgem's Project Assessment and 
subsequent Final Determinations. Compulsory acquisition will only be exercised with 
adequate funding in place at the time the rights are required for construction, consistent 
with CPO Guidance (CD, B18). 



8.14 Given NGET's strong credit rating, the requisite funding will be available to meet the 
implementation and land acquisition/compulsory purchase compensation costs associated 
with the Project as and when required (including any advance payments and compensation 
for blight). This is also my experience of funding on the many projects I have worked on 
such as the Dinorwig to Pentir Cable Replacement Project.  



8.15 Accordingly, NGET considers that the criteria in paragraph 14 of the CPO Guidance are 
satisfied. 



8.16 This Project will be funded through National Grid's regulated investment framework. 
Following regulatory assessment and approval, Ofgem can provide the funding allowances 
required to deliver the reinforcement.  



8.17 Ofgem's regulatory framework is known as RIIO (Revenue = Incentives + Innovation + 
Outputs). The RIIO model offers network companies incentives for innovation and securing 
investment, so they can develop sustainable energy networks at the lowest cost for current 
and future customers. The third iteration of the RIIO model, known as RIIO-Electricity 
Transmission 3 (or RIIO ET3) commenced on 1 April 2026 following Ofgem’s approval of 
NGET’s baseline allowances.   



8.18 Funding for the Project is sought through Ofgem's RIIO-ET3 Load Related Re-opener 
framework, which is designed to fund major transmission investments that were not 
included in baseline allowances but which have become necessary to meet changing 
network requirements.  



8.19 For this Project, the investment case is being progressed through the regulatory 
assessment process with Ofgem; including relevant regulatory submission windows. The 
Project has been identified as an important reinforcement that increases transfer capability 
on the transmission network, reduces future constraint costs for consumers and supports 
delivery of wider network upgrades required to meet future electricity demand and net-zero 
objectives.  



8.20 The current funding position allows the Project to both acquire the land/rights and to deliver 
the Project based on the established route alignment. The Project has an early contractor 
involvement model in place and main works contracts have now been awarded. All costs 
for the works have been received and approved by NGET and the Project has internal 
funding allocated.  



8.21 It is noteworthy that no objector to the Order has suggested that NGET will not have the 
necessary resources or capacity to fund and deliver the Project. 



8.22 In light of the above, the Secretary of State can be satisfied that all aspects of the Project 
would be fully funded and there is no reason to consider that, should the Order be 
confirmed, the Project would not be able to be delivered due to either an absence or 
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shortfall of funding. The Secretary of State can also be satisfied that funding will be 
available for the acquisition of any land or interest required for the Project, for any 
compensation or blight claims brought by those with an interest in the land affected by the 
Order, and for the costs of implementing the Project.  



8.23 In addition, NGET has carried out an assessment of the compensation that it expects will 
arise as a result of the acquisition of the rights and the land included within the Order. 
NGET has taken expert advice on the likely costs of implementing the Project, including the 
funding of the acquisition of the interests in land set out within the Order. Therefore, NGET 
is confident that land acquisition costs and potential compensation claims can be fully met 
when required under the Order and this would include any "early payments" under the 
blight provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 



9. GEMA CONSENT 
9.1 Paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 1989 provides that no compulsory 



purchase order may be made authorising the compulsory purchase of land belonging to 
another licence holder except with the consent of the Gas and Electricity Markets Authority 
("GEMA"). NGET has made two applications asking the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero to seek the consent of GEMA: the first, dated 15 May 2026, in 
relation to non-operational land owned by EDF Energy (Thermal Generation) Limited; and 
the second, dated 12 June 2026, in relation to non-operational land owned by Uniper UK 
Limited. In both cases, the relevant land falls outside the extent of the respective licence 
holder's operational land and is not used for the purposes of an installation necessary for 
the carrying on of licensed activities, such that the statutory bar on GEMA giving consent 
under paragraph 2(2) of Schedule 3 does not apply.  



9.2 NGET has also identified certain plots within the Order that comprise operational land 
owned by licence holders and will be submitting proposed modifications to the Order so 
that it would not authorise the compulsory acquisition of interests in those plots.  



9.3 There are also licence holders who hold rights in the Order Land, however, as the Order 
does not propose to acquire or interfere with those interests, GEMA consent is not 
required.   



9.4 A full explanation of the applications for GEMA consent is set out in the note entitled 
"Applications for Consent Pursuant to Paragraph 2, Schedule 3, Electricity Act 1989," 
which is appended to this statement at LE01 (NGET/LE/2) and which has been prepared 
by NGET’s legal advisors, Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP. 



10. RESPONSE TO THE OBJECTIONS 
10.1 The period for submissions of any objections to the Order initially expired on 19 March 



2026. The period was extended to 31 March 2026 as interests in land were identified 
following the Order being made on 12 February 2026. By this date, 23 objections had been 
made to the Secretary of State.  



10.2 NGET has responded to each objector individually in writing and remains committed to 
reaching an agreed position with each objector.  



10.3 The table below provides responses raised by objectors which relate to this Statement of 
Evidence. All other elements of the objection responses which relate to lands and 
engineering matters are provided within the statements of Mr Harper (NGET/DH/1) and 
Mr Kirby (NGET/WL/1). 



Objector/OBJ 
reference 



Objection Summary Response  



Network Rail 
Infrastructure Limited 
OBJ2 (formerly OBJ15 



The Objector objects to 
the Order on the 
grounds that the Order 
adversely affects 
operational railway 



NGET has entered into a basic asset 
protection agreement with the Objector, 
and is currently negotiating both an 
easement and additional side agreement 
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Objector/OBJ 
reference 



Objection Summary Response  



as in the Statement of 
Case (CD, C08)) 



land. Network Rail 
reserves the right to 
produce additional 
grounds of objection as 
further details become 
available. Network Rail 
has also made 
representations to the 
Railways Directorate of 
the Department for 
Transport under section 
16 and Schedule 3 Part 
II of the Acquisition of 
Land Act 1981. 



and considers that agreement should be 
reached shortly. 



Mr and Mrs EM Astley 
Arlington as Trustees 
of The Gladwell Trust, 
The Rathbone Trust 
and The Tufnell Trust; 
Arlington Farming 
Limited; and MFP  
OBJ12 (formerly OBJ2 
as in the Statement of 
Case) 



Point 2 of objection- 
The Objectors contend 
that the compulsory 
acquisition of rights 
over the Plots is 
unsupported by a 
compelling case in the 
public interest. 



NGET does not accept that the compulsory 
acquisition of rights is unsupported by a 
compelling case in the public interest. As 
set out within this Statement, the Project is 
necessary to ensure the continued safe and 
reliable operation of the electricity 
transmission network, supports and to 
relieve the network constraint due to the 
forecasted volume of new generation 
projects. The Project is also an enabler to 
the delivery of other NGET ASTI projects. 
The Project also supports Clean Energy 
and Net Zero Objectives and improves 
asset resilience and reliability across the 
network. 



NGET's position remains that the rights 
sought under the Order are reasonably 
necessary for the purposes of the Project 
and that the project is justified and urgently 
needed for the reasons set out within this 
Statement. 



Elements Green Trent 
Limited – OBJ19 
(formerly OBJ7 as in 
the Statement of Case) 



Point 1 of Objection- 
GEMA Consent: The 
Objector contends that 
the consent of GEMA is 
required pursuant to 
paragraph 2 of 
Schedule 3 to the 
Electricity Act 1989, in 
circumstances where 
the Order affects land 
belonging to another 
electricity licence 
holder. The Objector 
also notes that it holds 
a generation licence. 



NGET’s position in relation to the need for 
GEMA consent is set out in the note 
appended to this Statement at LE01 
(NGET/LE/2).  Elements Green holds rights 
in the Order Land, however, the Order does 
not propose to acquire or interfere with 
those interests, meaning that GEMA 
consent is not required.   
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Objector/OBJ 
reference 



Objection Summary Response  



Exolum Pipeline 
System Ltd – OBJ1 
(formerly OBJ8 as in 
the Statement of Case) 



The Objector is 
concerned regarding 
the potential impact of 
the Project upon 
Exolum's high-pressure 
oil pipeline apparatus 
and the associated 
statutory and regulatory 
obligations. In 
particular, the Objector 
requests that protective 
provisions be included 
to safeguard its pipeline 
assets throughout the 
duration of the Project. 



NGET has had several meetings with the 
Objector in respect of the Project to discuss 
the precise location of the pipeline within 
the Order Land and the Project works to be 
undertaken in that location. NGET is in 
negotiations with the Objector with a view 
to agreeing an appropriate asset protection 
agreement to safeguard Exolum's pipeline 
assets throughout the duration of the 
Project. 



J G Pears Group 
Companies (including J 
G Pears Property 
Limited) – OBJ21 
(formerly OBJ11 as in 
the Statement of Case) 



Point 5- Engagement 
and consultation: The 
Objector contends that 
NGET has failed to 
engage adequately with 
the Objector and that 
the Project has not 
been subject to a 
requisite level of 
consultation. 



NGET does not accept that it has failed to 
engage adequately with the Objector. We 
do not generally undertake public 
consultation events for reconductoring 
projects. 
NGET has corresponded with the Objector 
on multiple occasions since September 
2024, held numerous face to face meetings 
with them since 2024 and had various site 
meetings, including one on 28 April 2026. 
We have reached agreement and signed 
Heads of Terms on a provisional 
agreement for the voluntary acquisition of 
permanent land rights. NGET remains 
willing to engage with the Objector and its 
representatives with a view to reaching a 
voluntary agreement. 



10.4 NGET is working with the objectors to better understand their specific concerns and 
explore opportunities to remove or mitigate these concerns. In summary, notwithstanding 
the objections raised in respect of this Project, I consider that there is an urgent need to 
deliver the Project to achieve the important benefits outlined within this Statement and 
therefore a compelling case in the public interest for this Order to be confirmed.  



11. HUMAN RIGHTS AND EQUALITY ACT CONSIDERATIONS 
11.1 As explained in the Statement of Evidence of Mr Harper (NGET/DH/1), all of the land and 



rights in the Order Land are required either for the purposes of the Project, or to facilitate, 
mitigate, or is incidental to the Project. 



11.2 NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and, rather than 
seeking to acquire the freehold title to all of the Order Land, is seeking to acquire small 
areas of freehold title (for the NGED works and substation areas) and permanent rights.  



11.3 Notwithstanding the efforts that have been made to acquire interests in the land by way of 
voluntary agreement, as at the date of making the Order, NGET has been unable to secure 
all of the requisite interests through negotiation. It is therefore necessary to seek 
compulsory powers to enable the delivery of the Project. However, negotiations to acquire 
interests by private treaty will continue in parallel with the compulsory purchase order 
process. 
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Human Rights  
11.4 With regards to Human Rights, I am advised that section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 



prohibits public authorities from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected 
by the European Convention on Human Rights (the "Convention"). The position is 
summarised in paragraph 2 of the General Overview of the Government Compulsory 
Purchase Process Guidance (the "CPO Guidance" (CD, B18)), which states that acquiring 
authorities should use compulsory purchase powers where there is "a compelling case in 
the public interest." The CPO Guidance makes it clear that an acquiring authority should be 
sure that the purposes for which it is seeking compulsory acquisition powers sufficiently 
justify interfering with the human rights of those with an interest in the land affected. In 
making this assessment, an acquiring authority should have regard, in particular, to the 
provisions of Article 1 of the First Protocol to the Convention, and in the case of dwelling, 
Article 8. 



11.5 Article 1 of the First Protocol states that:  
"...Every natural or legal person is entitled to peaceful enjoyment of his possessions" and 
"no one shall be deprived of his possessions except in the public interest and subject to the 
conditions provided for by the law and by the general principles of international law..."  



11.6 Article 8 of the Convention states that: 
"Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his 
correspondence" and that this right should not be interfered with "except such as is in 
accordance with the law and is necessary in a democratic society in the interests of 
national security, public safety or the economic well-being of the country, for the prevention 
of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, or for the protection of the rights 
and freedoms of others."  



11.7 Whilst owners and occupiers of the Order Land may be deprived of their property/interest 
in property if the Order is confirmed, or have that interest interfered with, I am advised that 
this will be in accordance with the law. NGET is only seeking the acquisition of the freehold 
and permanent rights over the Order Land where necessary. The Order is being promoted 
in the public interest and the public benefits have been set out in detail earlier in this 
Statement. NGET considers that the Order will strike the right balance between the public 
interest in the implementation of the Project and those private rights that will be affected by 
the Order.  



11.8 Article 6 of the Convention provides that: "In determining his civil rights and obligations... 
everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent 
and impartial tribunal established by law."  



11.9 The Order has been publicised and engagement has taken place with those impacted by 
the Project and key stakeholders in the region. All those affected by the Order have been 
notified and may have the opportunity to make representations to the Secretary of State 
and to be heard at a public inquiry before a decision is made as to whether or not the Order 
should be confirmed, and, I understand, would in any event have legal rights under the 
1981 Act to challenge any order made on the relevant statutory grounds. It has been held 
by the courts that statutory processes are in compliance with Article 6 of the Convention.  



11.10 Those whose interests are acquired under the Order will also be entitled to compensation 
which will be payable in accordance with the Compulsory Purchase Compensation Code. I 
am advised that the Compensation Code has been held to be compliant with Article 8 and 
Article 1 of the First Protocol to the Convention.  



11.11 NGET has sought to keep any interference with the rights of those with interests in the 
Order Land to a minimum. The land within the Order has been limited to the minimum 
required for the Project infrastructure to be installed, operated, maintained and 
decommissioned.  



11.12 NGET is satisfied that there are no planning, financial or other impediments to the 
implementation of the Project and that the Project is therefore likely to proceed if the Order 
is confirmed.  
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11.13 The requirements of the Human Rights Act 1998 and the Convention, particularly the rights 
of property owners, have therefore been fully taken into account. There is a compelling 
case in the public interest for the Order to be made and confirmed, and the interference 
with the private rights of those affected that would be the inevitable result of the exercise of 
compulsory purchase powers conferred by the Order would be lawful, justified and 
proportionate. 
Equality Act  



11.14 NGET has, as a non-public body exercising public functions, had regard to the public 
sector equality duty set out in s149(1) of the Equality Act 2010 (the "Equality Act") and 
has, in promoting the Order, and has undertaken consultation and a landowner 
engagement exercise. 



11.15 NGET does not currently consider that the Project will give rise to any impacts or 
differential/disproportionate impacts on persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristic as defined in the Equality Act, or upon persons who do not share such 
relevant protected characteristic. No objector to the Order has suggested otherwise. 
However, the engagement process is ongoing and NGET's position will be continually 
monitored, and should any persons with protected characteristics be identified who may be 
adversely impacted by the Project, packages of assistance measures will be put in place, 
as necessary, so as to mitigate, so far as practicable, any identified activity that may have 
an adverse impact on these individuals. 



12. CONCLUSIONS 
12.1 I was appointed by NGET as a Project Director and am giving evidence on behalf of NGET 



in respect of the overarching case for the Project and the Order. I have had particular 
regard to the key aspects of the CPO Guidance that are relevant to my evidence. 



12.2 It is my opinion that there is a clear, compelling and urgent need for the Project. The 
Project is required to ensure that the electricity transmission network continues to operate 
safely, efficiently and reliably whilst accommodating the substantial increase in electricity 
generation, storage and demand expected over the coming years. The existing 
infrastructure no longer provides sufficient capability to meet future network requirements 
and, without reinforcement, increasingly significant transmission constraints would arise, 
limiting the ability of the network to transport electricity where it is needed. 



12.3 A 'do nothing' option is neither reasonable nor feasible because it would fail to address the 
identified network constraints, prevent the timely connection of new generation, storage 
and demand customers, undermine the delivery of wider strategic transmission 
reinforcements, and leave existing assets operating beyond their optimum capability. 
Without the Project, National Grid would be unable to provide the additional transmission 
capacity required to support future electricity flows or fully discharge its statutory duty to 
develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical transmission system. The 
Project is therefore necessary to ensure a secure, reliable and resilient electricity network 
capable of meeting future energy needs. 



12.4 In light of the above, additional land and rights are sought by NGET in the CPO to allow the 
refurbishment of the existing asset in in the most efficient manner possible. NGET will need 
to maintain supply to existing customers, accommodate new connections whilst reinforcing 
the network in the medium to long term and maintaining its assets. 



12.5 In my opinion, the need for the Project has been comprehensively demonstrated through 
the technical, operational and strategic assessments undertaken by National Grid and 
NESO. Those assessments have identified a clear requirement to increase transmission 
capacity, relieve forecast network constraints, facilitate contracted customer connections, 
support wider strategic network reinforcements and maintain the reliability of existing 
transmission assets. The extensive engineering, network planning and project 
development work undertaken provides compelling evidence that the Project is both 
necessary and deliverable, and that its timely implementation is essential to support the 
future operation of an efficient, coordinated and resilient electricity transmission network. 
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12.6 In my statement of evidence, I have also set out the funding and delivery position in 
respect of the Project. I conclude that there is an urgent need for the Project and that the 
Project meets that need for the Project and achieves the primary objective. 



12.7 On the basis of my evidence, and the other evidence presented to the Inquiry on behalf of 
NGET I respectfully ask the Inspector to recommend to the Secretary of State that the CPO 
for the Project be confirmed in this case. 



13. DECLARATION 
I confirm that the opinions expressed in this proof of evidence are my true and professional 
opinions. I confirm that I have understood and complied with my duty to the Inquiry as an 
Expert Witness and have provided my evidence impartially and objectively. I confirm that I 
have no conflicts of interest.  
 



Signed  
 
Leanne Evans  



 
24.07.2026 
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			4.18 The crossing where a mechanical solution cannot be achieved is between ZDF53 and ZDF54 on the Stoke Bardolph – High Marnham circuit crossing Main Road, Averham (adjacent to the A617). This crossing will, therefore, require the installation of thr...


			4.19 As part of the EPC arrangement, NGET has agreed that NGED will deliver these works to enable NGET to carry out the OHL Works forming part of the Project. NGED will seek any necessary consents required for these works and is seeking voluntary agre...


			4.20 Construction compounds, vegetation clearance and accesses to each of the towers/access to crossing protection areas (e.g. scaffolding areas either side of the road) along the overhead lines are required to enable the construction, maintenance and...





			5. ALTERNATIVES to THE PROJECT


			5.1 The following options were considered in developing the detailed proposals for the Project whilst minimising environmental and community impacts but ensuring deliverability and value for consumers.


			5.2 Taking no action is not an alternative given the urgent and compelling need to refurbish this existing infrastructure as set out in Section 6 of this Statement of Evidence.


			5.3 The options appraisal concluded that various solutions were available. These were narrowed down to a smaller set of credible options, with the remainder ruled out for technical or practical reasons and because they did not meet the core investment...


			5.3.1 Option 1 (the Project) - Reconductoring the existing overhead lines with the largest feasible conductor type that can be safely installed on the existing tower structures.


			5.3.2 Option 2 - An alternative reconductoring approach with different conductor technology (e.g., high-capacity, low-sag conductors).


			5.3.3 Option 3 - A variation combining reconductoring with other minor asset health interventions.





			5.4 The detailed assessment concluded that Option 1 (the "Project") should be selected as it: meets the technical need to increase power flow out of the High Marnham area; supports future renewable generation and regional electricity growth; and avoid...


			5.5 Alternatives to the acquisition of rights sought over particular parcels of land are addressed in the Statement of Evidence of Mr Harper (NGET/DH/1). He concludes the rights sought are reasonably required and there is no lesser alternative that me...





			6. THE NEED FOR THE PROJECT


			6.1 NGET has a statutory duty under section 9 of the Electricity Act 1989 (CD, A04) to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity transmission. The Project is required to fulfil that duty. The existing transmis...


			6.2 The existing transmission future network in this area was not designed to accommodate the forecast scale and direction of power flows and, without reinforcement, would increasingly constrain the efficient operation of the national electricity system.


			6.3 The need for the Project arises from the significant transformation currently underway within the UK's energy system. The transition to a low-carbon economy, the growth of renewable energy generation, and increasing electrification of transport, h...


			6.4 The Project has been identified as a necessary reinforcement to address forecast constraints on the transmission system, particularly across the B7a and B8 network boundaries. These constraints restrict the amount of electricity that can be transf...


			6.5 A key benefit of the Project is that it increases the transfer capability of the existing network by uprating and refurbishing existing infrastructure rather than constructing entirely new transmission routes. By replacing ageing conductors and as...


			6.6 The Project is also necessary to facilitate a number of contracted customer connections. These include major electricity generation, storage and demand projects planned within the High Marnham and Stoke Bardolph areas. Such projects form an import...


			6.7 In addition to its direct benefits, the Project is an enabling component of wider strategic transmission reinforcement planned across the country. In particular, it supports the delivery of other Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment ("AST...


			6.8 The Project is also required on asset health grounds. Parts of the existing infrastructure have reached a point where refurbishment and replacement are necessary to maintain long-term reliability and operational resilience. The works will replace ...


			6.9 Without the Project, transmission constraints would continue to increase, future customer connections would be delayed or restricted, wider strategic reinforcement projects would not achieve their intended benefits and the long-term condition of e...


			6.10 These factors demonstrate that the Project is not discretionary or speculative. It responds to clearly identified network needs, supports nationally important energy policy objectives, enables future generation and storage connections, provides r...


			6.11 Accordingly, when balancing the limited private impacts against the significant national, regional and local benefits and need for the Project, there is, in my view, a compelling case in the public interest for the acquisition of the land and rig...





			7. BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT


			7.1 The public benefits arising from the Project are substantial. The Project will increase network capacity, support renewable generation, facilitate customer connections, reduce transmission constraints, improve energy security and maintain the reli...


			7.2 The Project will significantly increase the capability of the existing transmission network by uprating approximately 106 kilometres of existing 400kV circuits. Uprating increases the capacity of the electricity network. This additional capacity w...


			7.3 By increasing network capacity and relieving existing bottlenecks, the Project will reduce the extent to which electricity generation is constrained from operating, allowing it to meet the current and future energy demands. This will improve the o...


			7.4 The Project will facilitate the connection and operation of renewable energy generation and energy storage projects. In doing so, it supports national objectives for Clean Power, Net Zero and energy system decarbonisation. The reinforcement of exi...


			7.5 The Project directly supports the connection of major customer projects, including renewable generation, battery energy storage systems and significant demand connections. These developments contribute to energy security, economic investment and t...


			7.6 The Project provides benefits beyond its immediate geographic area by enabling the successful delivery of wider ASTI reinforcement schemes. By increasing power transfer capability from the High Marnham area, the Project ensures that future strateg...


			7.7 NGET is charged with delivering a safe and secure electricity transmission network. Replacement of the asset at this time will deliver energy security and certainty of supply. It will reduce the risk of intermittent interruption of supply.


			7.8 The replacement and refurbishment of ageing infrastructure will improve the reliability, resilience and operational performance of the transmission network. New conductors, upgraded equipment and structural improvements will reduce operational ris...


			7.9 A particular benefit of the Project is that it achieves substantial increases in transmission capacity largely within an existing transmission corridor and using established infrastructure. The works avoid the need for substantial new overhead lin...


			7.10 In summary, the Project will deliver enhanced network capability, facilitate new generation and storage connections, support UK energy policy objectives, maintain reliable electricity supplies and improve the condition of strategic transmission a...





			8. HOW THE PROJECT WILL BE DELIVERED AND FUNDED


			8.1 In my experience, NGET has an excellent track record in delivering infrastructure projects and has an excellent financial standing as explained below.


			8.2 NGET has extensive experience of building, operating and maintaining linear infrastructure schemes including overhead electricity systems, underground cables and substations.


			8.3 Notably, NGET has delivered the existing assets which are being refurbished as part this Project as well as numerous other refurbishment projects such as the Penwortham to Daines refurbishment project and the West Yorkshire overhead line reconduct...


			8.4 NGET has been utilising an Early Contractor Involvement contracting strategy for development and undertaking of the initial construction works. The physical work commenced with early construction activities allowed by permitted development rights ...


			8.5 These works have comprised of surveys, vegetation clearance and mobilising a compound for site operations. These early works commenced in Q1 2026 and until 9th July 2026 were ongoing. On the 9th July 2026 it was confirmed by NESO that the outage a...


			8.6 Therefore, the works have been re-programmed as per the summary below:


			8.6.1 November 2026 - Site mobilisation,


			8.6.2 December 2026 - Site enabling and pre-outage works start,


			8.6.3 March to August 2027 - West Burton to High Marnham circuit outage to facilitate cable replacement at West Burton and steelwork replacement along the OHL route) and High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph outage to facilitate OHL reconductoring,


			8.6.4 January 2028 - Site mobilisation,


			8.6.5 January 2028 - Site enabling and pre-outage works start,


			8.6.6 March to August 2028 - Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph circuit outage to facilitate underground cable replacement at Ratcliffe and OHL reconductoring.


			8.6.7 July 2027 - Site mobilisation,


			8.6.8 July 2027 - Site enabling and pre-outage works start,


			8.6.9 August - November 2027 - Cottam to Staythorpe circuit outage to facilitate OHL reconductoring plus two disconnectors replacement at Cottam and two disconnectors replacement at Staythorpe.





			8.7 As can be seen from the dates provided and referred to above, NGET was initially planning to commence the works in 2026 in order to meet the planned Project construction end date and initial Outage dates provided by NESO, however this strategy has...


			8.8 NGET is proposing to deliver these works under either existing land rights or new voluntary agreements. NGET is however maintaining the land required for all of the Project works in the event that voluntary agreement for these works is not reached...


			8.9 The works have been procured via the Great Grid Partnership ("GGP") Framework. The GGP is National Grid's enterprise delivery model for major transmission infrastructure projects within the Great Grid Upgrade programme. Established in 2024, the GG...


			8.10 The procurement process for the Project has led to contracts being awarded for design and construction activities for all elements of the project, including Cable and OHL design and construction of all works.


			8.11 Overall, subject to acquiring the necessary land interests it requires for the Project, NGET will be in a position to proceed with the delivery of the Project to meet the Project delivery date of Q4 2028.


			8.12 NGET is responsible for developing, constructing, and financing the Project. It is also responsible for the payment of compensation for the acquisition of land and rights required for the Project whether pursuant to a voluntary agreement or the C...


			8.13 NGET expects to recover efficient costs through Ofgem's Project Assessment and subsequent Final Determinations. Compulsory acquisition will only be exercised with adequate funding in place at the time the rights are required for construction, con...


			8.14 Given NGET's strong credit rating, the requisite funding will be available to meet the implementation and land acquisition/compulsory purchase compensation costs associated with the Project as and when required (including any advance payments and...


			8.15 Accordingly, NGET considers that the criteria in paragraph 14 of the CPO Guidance are satisfied.


			8.16 This Project will be funded through National Grid's regulated investment framework. Following regulatory assessment and approval, Ofgem can provide the funding allowances required to deliver the reinforcement.


			8.17 Ofgem's regulatory framework is known as RIIO (Revenue = Incentives + Innovation + Outputs). The RIIO model offers network companies incentives for innovation and securing investment, so they can develop sustainable energy networks at the lowest ...


			8.18 Funding for the Project is sought through Ofgem's RIIO-ET3 Load Related Re-opener framework, which is designed to fund major transmission investments that were not included in baseline allowances but which have become necessary to meet changing n...


			8.19 For this Project, the investment case is being progressed through the regulatory assessment process with Ofgem; including relevant regulatory submission windows. The Project has been identified as an important reinforcement that increases transfe...


			8.20 The current funding position allows the Project to both acquire the land/rights and to deliver the Project based on the established route alignment. The Project has an early contractor involvement model in place and main works contracts have now ...


			8.21 It is noteworthy that no objector to the Order has suggested that NGET will not have the necessary resources or capacity to fund and deliver the Project.


			8.22 In light of the above, the Secretary of State can be satisfied that all aspects of the Project would be fully funded and there is no reason to consider that, should the Order be confirmed, the Project would not be able to be delivered due to eith...


			8.23 In addition, NGET has carried out an assessment of the compensation that it expects will arise as a result of the acquisition of the rights and the land included within the Order. NGET has taken expert advice on the likely costs of implementing t...





			9. GEMA CONSENT


			9.1 Paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 1989 provides that no compulsory purchase order may be made authorising the compulsory purchase of land belonging to another licence holder except with the consent of the Gas and Electricity Markets...


			9.2 NGET has also identified certain plots within the Order that comprise operational land owned by licence holders and will be submitting proposed modifications to the Order so that it would not authorise the compulsory acquisition of interests in th...


			9.3 There are also licence holders who hold rights in the Order Land, however, as the Order does not propose to acquire or interfere with those interests, GEMA consent is not required.


			9.4 A full explanation of the applications for GEMA consent is set out in the note entitled "Applications for Consent Pursuant to Paragraph 2, Schedule 3, Electricity Act 1989," which is appended to this statement at LE01 (NGET/LE/2) and which has bee...





			10. RESPONSE TO THE OBJECTIONS


			10.1 The period for submissions of any objections to the Order initially expired on 19 March 2026. The period was extended to 31 March 2026 as interests in land were identified following the Order being made on 12 February 2026. By this date, 23 objec...


			10.2 NGET has responded to each objector individually in writing and remains committed to reaching an agreed position with each objector.


			10.3 The table below provides responses raised by objectors which relate to this Statement of Evidence. All other elements of the objection responses which relate to lands and engineering matters are provided within the statements of Mr Harper (NGET/D...


			10.4 NGET is working with the objectors to better understand their specific concerns and explore opportunities to remove or mitigate these concerns. In summary, notwithstanding the objections raised in respect of this Project, I consider that there is...





			11. human rights and equalitY ACT CONSIDERATIONS


			11.1 As explained in the Statement of Evidence of Mr Harper (NGET/DH/1), all of the land and rights in the Order Land are required either for the purposes of the Project, or to facilitate, mitigate, or is incidental to the Project.


			11.2 NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold title to all of the Order Land, is seeking to acquire small areas of freehold title (for the NGED works and substation areas) and p...


			11.3 Notwithstanding the efforts that have been made to acquire interests in the land by way of voluntary agreement, as at the date of making the Order, NGET has been unable to secure all of the requisite interests through negotiation. It is therefore...


			Human Rights


			11.4 With regards to Human Rights, I am advised that section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits public authorities from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected by the European Convention on Human Rights (the "Convention"). Th...


			11.5 Article 1 of the First Protocol states that:


			11.6 Article 8 of the Convention states that:


			11.7 Whilst owners and occupiers of the Order Land may be deprived of their property/interest in property if the Order is confirmed, or have that interest interfered with, I am advised that this will be in accordance with the law. NGET is only seeking...


			11.8 Article 6 of the Convention provides that: "In determining his civil rights and obligations... everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and impartial tribunal established by law."


			11.9 The Order has been publicised and engagement has taken place with those impacted by the Project and key stakeholders in the region. All those affected by the Order have been notified and may have the opportunity to make representations to the Sec...


			11.10 Those whose interests are acquired under the Order will also be entitled to compensation which will be payable in accordance with the Compulsory Purchase Compensation Code. I am advised that the Compensation Code has been held to be compliant wi...


			11.11 NGET has sought to keep any interference with the rights of those with interests in the Order Land to a minimum. The land within the Order has been limited to the minimum required for the Project infrastructure to be installed, operated, maintai...


			11.12 NGET is satisfied that there are no planning, financial or other impediments to the implementation of the Project and that the Project is therefore likely to proceed if the Order is confirmed.


			11.13 The requirements of the Human Rights Act 1998 and the Convention, particularly the rights of property owners, have therefore been fully taken into account. There is a compelling case in the public interest for the Order to be made and confirmed,...


			11.14 NGET has, as a non-public body exercising public functions, had regard to the public sector equality duty set out in s149(1) of the Equality Act 2010 (the "Equality Act") and has, in promoting the Order, and has undertaken consultation and a lan...


			11.15 NGET does not currently consider that the Project will give rise to any impacts or differential/disproportionate impacts on persons who share a relevant protected characteristic as defined in the Equality Act, or upon persons who do not share su...





			12. CONCLUSIONS


			12.1 I was appointed by NGET as a Project Director and am giving evidence on behalf of NGET in respect of the overarching case for the Project and the Order. I have had particular regard to the key aspects of the CPO Guidance that are relevant to my e...


			12.2 It is my opinion that there is a clear, compelling and urgent need for the Project. The Project is required to ensure that the electricity transmission network continues to operate safely, efficiently and reliably whilst accommodating the substan...


			12.3 A 'do nothing' option is neither reasonable nor feasible because it would fail to address the identified network constraints, prevent the timely connection of new generation, storage and demand customers, undermine the delivery of wider strategic...


			12.4 In light of the above, additional land and rights are sought by NGET in the CPO to allow the refurbishment of the existing asset in in the most efficient manner possible. NGET will need to maintain supply to existing customers, accommodate new co...


			12.5 In my opinion, the need for the Project has been comprehensively demonstrated through the technical, operational and strategic assessments undertaken by National Grid and NESO. Those assessments have identified a clear requirement to increase tra...


			12.6 In my statement of evidence, I have also set out the funding and delivery position in respect of the Project. I conclude that there is an urgent need for the Project and that the Project meets that need for the Project and achieves the primary ob...


			12.7 On the basis of my evidence, and the other evidence presented to the Inquiry on behalf of NGET I respectfully ask the Inspector to recommend to the Secretary of State that the CPO for the Project be confirmed in this case.





			13. DECLARATION
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THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO RATCLIFFE-
ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026 (“THE 
ORDER”) 
APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 2, SCHEDULE 3, 
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 



1. CONTEXT 
1.1 This note sets out the requirement pursuant to Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 1989 ("the 



Act") for National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") to seek the consent of the 
Gas and Electricity Markets Authority ("GEMA") in connection with the Order. The note sets 
out the steps NGET has taken to comply with the provisions of Schedule 3 of the Act in 
relation to GEMA, including requests made to the Secretary of State for Energy Security 
and Net Zero ("the Secretary of State") asking the Secretary of State to seek the consent 
of the GEMA on behalf of NGET.  



2. PROVISIONS OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989  
2.1 Paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 of the Act provides that:  



(1)     No order shall be made under paragraph 1 above authorising the compulsory 
purchase of land belonging to another licence holder except with the consent of the 
Authority.  
(2)     The Authority shall not give their consent under this paragraph if—  
(a)     the land is being used by the licence holder to whom it belongs for the purposes of 
an installation necessary for the carrying on of the activities which he is authorised by his 
licence to carry on; or  



(b)     it appears to the Authority that the land will be so used and that the use will 
commence, or any necessary planning permission or consent under section 36 or 37 of this 
Act will be applied for, within the period of five years beginning with the date of the 
application for his consent.  



2.2 Paragraph 1(2) of Schedule 3 of the Act provides that for the purposes of paragraph 2 (set 
out above): 
“land” includes any right over land (other than, in Scotland, a right to abstract, divert and 
use water); 



3. APPLICATIONS MADE SEEKING GEMA'S CONSENT  
3.1 Pursuant to the above provisions of the Act, NGET has made two applications, asking the 



Secretary of State to seek the consent of GEMA as follows: 
3.1.1 Application dated 15 May 2026 in relation to non-operational land owned by EDF 



Energy (Thermal Generation) Limited (“EDF Application”) (Core Document 
C07); and 



3.1.2 Application dated 12 June 2026 in relation to non-operational land owned by 
Uniper UK Limited (“Uniper Application”) (at Annexure 1 to this note). 



3.2 In each case the application sets out and describes (1) the relevant plots of the Order for 
which GEMA’s consent is sought (the “Land”), (2) the interests held in those plots by EDF 
Energy or Uniper (as appropriate), and (3) the rights sought over the Land in the CPO.   



3.3 In relation to EDF Energy, NGET has reached agreement as to the rights required in its 
Land (as well as its operational land within the Order land).  The compulsory acquisition 
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powers in the Order are sought in respect of the land in question to secure the necessary 
rights over the Land, including as against other interests subsisting in it.  



3.4 The Land in the ownership of EDF Energy and which is the subject of the EDF Application 
is outside the extent of EDF Energy’s operational land and is comprised of agricultural 
fields adjoining the operational land, meaning that the Land is not used for the purposes of 
an installation necessary for the carrying on of the activities which EDF Energy is 
authorised by its licence to carry on.  



3.5 In relation to Uniper, and as set out in the Uniper Application, NGET has reached 
agreement with Uniper as to the rights required in its Land (as well as its operational land 
within the Order land).  The compulsory acquisition powers in the Order are sought in 
respect of the land in question to secure the necessary rights over the Land, including as 
against other interests subsisting in it. 



3.6 The Land in the ownership of Uniper and the subject of the Uniper Application is outside 
the extent of Uniper’s operational land and is comprised of agricultural fields adjoining the 
operational land, with some areas of vegetation and public highway and highway verge, 
meaning that the Land is not used for the purposes of an installation necessary for the 
carrying on of the activities which Uniper is authorised by its licence to carry on. 



3.7 In both cases, whilst paragraph 2(1) of Schedule 3 to the Act applies to the acquisition of 
rights in the Land the subject of the EDF and Uniper Applications, paragraph 2(2)(a) of 
Schedule 3 to the Act does not apply because the land is not held by EDF Energy or 
Uniper for the purposes of an installation necessary for the carrying on of the activities 
which it is authorised by its licence to carry on. Further to this, paragraph 2(2)(b) of 
Schedule 3 to the Act does not apply as it does not appear that the land will be so used, or 
that the use will commence, or any necessary planning permission or consent under s36 or 
s37 of the Act will be applied for, within the period of five years beginning with the date of 
this application for consent. 



4. MODIFICATIONS TO THE CPO 
4.1 As explained in both the EDF and Uniper Applications, at the point of making the Order, 



land held by licence holders was identified and included in the Order, pending further 
discussion to confirm the operational status of that land. NGET has subsequently identified 
that land is included in the Order that is operational land owned by licence holders, such 
that the land is not able to be the subject of compulsory acquisition powers in any 
confirmed Order due to the operation of paragraph 2(2)(a) of Schedule 3 of the Act. As a 
result, NGET will shortly be submitting a list of proposed modifications to the Order so that 
the Order would not authorise the compulsory acquisition of interests in land held by these 
licence holders in the identified plots: 
4.1.1 National Grid Electricity Distribution (East Midlands) plc: plots 11-36, 48-19, 48-



30; 
4.1.2 EDF Energy (Thermal Generation) Limited: 1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5, 1-6, 1-7, 1-10, 



1-25, 1-26, 5-12, 5-14, 5-17, 5-18, 5-21, 5-23, 5-25, 6-2;    
4.1.3 Uniper UK Limited: 5-5, 56-22, 56-24, 56-25, 56-26, 56-27; and 
4.1.4 Advanced Electricity Networks Limited: 41-4. 
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4.2 There are other interests in the Order land held by licence holders for which GEMA 
consent is not sought and no modification is proposed. This relates to licence holders who 
hold rights in the Order land (for example, option agreements for lease, compulsory 
purchase powers pursuant to a development consent order, existing easements or other 
rights).  The Order does not propose to acquire or interfere with those interests and so 
GEMA consent is not required on that basis.  NGET is in discussions with licence holders 
regarding the interface between the Order and their interests.  



 
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 
 
24 July 2026  
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Annexure 1 – Uniper GEMA Application 
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Dear John 
 
The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-On-Soar 
Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (“the Order”) 
Second Application for consent pursuant to paragraph 2, Schedule 3, Electricity Act 
1989 
Following our request to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero ("the Secretary of 
State") for confirmation of the Order, we ask the Secretary of State to seek the consent of the Gas and 
Electricity Markets Authority ("GEMA") on behalf of our client, National Grid Electricity Transmission 
plc ("NGET"), to the confirming of the Order under paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 
1989 ("the Act"). This application is in addition to the application for GEMA consent made on 15 May 
2026.  



1. PROVISIONS OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989  
1.1 Paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 of the Act provides that:  



(1)     No order shall be made under paragraph 1 above authorising the compulsory purchase 
of land belonging to another licence holder except with the consent of the Authority.  



(2)     The Authority shall not give their consent under this paragraph if—  
(a)     the land is being used by the licence holder to whom it belongs for the purposes of an 
installation necessary for the carrying on of the activities which he is authorised by his licence 
to carry on; or  
(b)     it appears to the Authority that the land will be so used and that the use will commence, 
or any necessary planning permission or consent under section 36 or 37 of this Act will be 
applied for, within the period of five years beginning with the date of the application for his 
consent.  



Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 
Exchange House 
Primrose Street 
London EC2A 2EG 
T  +44 (0)20 7374 8000 
F  +44 (0)20 7374 0888 
DX28 London Chancery Lane 
 
www.HSFKramer.com 
           
 
Our ref 
5567/62987/31068983 
      



      
Date 
12 June 2026 
 
      



Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP and its affiliated and subsidiary businesses and firms, Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer (US) LLP and its affiliate, and Herbert 
Smith Freehills Kramer, an Australian Partnership, are separate member firms of the international legal practice known as Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer. 
 
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC310989. Herbert Smith Freehills 
Kramer LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority of England and Wales (SRA number: 419682). A list of the members and their 
professional qualifications is open to inspection at the registered office, Exchange House, Primrose Street, London EC2A 2EG. We use the word partner of Herbert 
Smith Freehills Kramer LLP to refer to a member of Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP, or an employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifications. 
           



Mr McKenna 
For the attention of Mr John McKenna  
The Department of Energy Security and Net Zero 
Energy Infrastructure Planning 
Level 3, Orchard 2 
1 Victoria Street 
London SW1A 0ET 
 
 
By email only to John.McKenna@energysecurity.co.uk  
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Date 
12 June 2026 
Letter to 
Department of Energy Security and Net Zero 
 



2. DETAILS OF THE RELEVANT LAND FOR WHICH GEMA'S CONSENT IS SOUGHT  
2.1 The land for which GEMA’s consent is sought is included within plots 56-6, 56-7, 56-8, 56-9, 



56-10, 56-12, 56-13, 56-14, 56-15, 56-16, 56-17, 56-18 ("the Land") of the Order and is land 
owned by Uniper UK Limited (“Uniper”). This land is described as follows: 



56-6 approximately 21 square metres of public highway verge (West Leake 
Lane), Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 



56-7 approximately 26399 square metres of agricultural fields, public footpath 
(Ratcliffe On Soar FP3), pylon, overhead lines, private track, hedgerow, 
trees and shrubbery; north of Winking Hill Ash Disposal Site and south of 
Winking Hill Farm, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 



56-8 approximately 112 square metres of trees and shrubbery; south of 
Remembrance Way, A453 and west of Winking Hill  



56-9 approximately 39 square metres of public highway verge (West Leake 
Lane), Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe Farm, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 



56-10 approximately 390 square metres of public highway (West Leake Lane), 
public footpath (Ratcliffe On Soar FP3), verges, overhead lines and 
accessways, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 



56-12 approximately 2291 square metres of agricultural field; north of Kingston 
Spinney and south-west of Winking Hill Farm, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 



56-13 approximately 3032 square metres of agricultural field, hedgerows and 
overhead lines; north of Winking Hill Ash Disposal Site and south of 
Winking Hill Farm, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 



56-14 approximately 218 square metres of agricultural fields; north of Winking Hill 
Ash Disposal Site and south of Winking Hill Farm, Ratcliffe on Soar, 
Rushcliffe 



56-15 approximately 19263 square metres of agricultural fields, public footpath 
(Ratcliffe On Soar FP3), pylon, overhead lines, private track, drains, 
hedgerow, trees and shrubbery; north of Winking Hill Ash Disposal Site and 
south of Winking Hill Farm, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 



56-16 approximately 1624 square metres of agricultural fields, hedgerow, trees 
and shrubbery; north of Winking Hall Ash Disposal Site and south-west of 
Winking Hill Farm, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 



56-17 approximately 856 square metres of public highway (Remembrance Way, 
A453), overhead lines, balancing pond and verge, Ratcliffe on Soar, 
Rushcliffe 



56-18 approximately 411 square metres of public highway (Remembrance Way, 
A453), overhead lines and verge, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rushcliffe 
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3. DETAILS OF THE INTERESTS WHICH ARE SOUGHT OVER THE LAND IN THE ORDER 
3.1 Rights sought over the Land are as follows: 



56-6 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



56-7 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



56-8 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



56-9 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



56-10 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



56-12 Access Rights 



56-13 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



56-14 Access Rights 



56-15 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



56-16 Access Rights 



56-17 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



56-18 Overhead Line Rights and Oversail Rights 



 
3.2 The above rights are described in the Order as set out in the table below. In this table and in 



the Order, the following terms have the following meaning: 
3.2.2 “electric cables” means the underground cables (including wires, earth wires, fibre 



optic cables and other communication cables, pipes, coatings and ducts), 
connections, cable draw pits, cable joints, cable marker posts, cable terminals, earth 
bonding and tape, drains, culverts, fibre optic pits, inspection boxes, trenches, 
marking bands, protective boards or tiles, jointing pits, link boxes, link pillars, 
manholes, monitoring equipment, apparatus, conductors, supports, plant, 
equipment, pillars, warning tape, sheaths for transmitting and/or distributing 
electricity at such voltage as the Acquiring Authority or other licenced operators may 
from time to time require for the purposes of its or their operations together with 
other underground or overground equipment and apparatus associated with or 
ancillary to such underground cables. 



3.2.3 “electric lines” means the electric lines and conductors (including wires, earth 
wires, fibre optic cables and other communication cables, pipes, coatings and ducts 
and connections) for transmitting and/or distributing electricity at such voltage as the 
Acquiring Authority or other licenced operators may from time to time require for the 
purposes of its or their operations together with the towers (if any) for supporting the 
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same and any ancillary equipment and apparatus associated with or ancillary to 
such electric lines and conductors. 



 



Overhead Line 
Rights  



All rights necessary at all times for the purposes of or incidental to the 
construction, installation, upgrading, retention, commissioning, use, 
operation, protection, maintenance, surveying, testing, inspecting, alter, 
repair, modify, renewal, replacement, removal and decommissioning of 
the electric lines and associated infrastructure including to:  



 (a) take all necessary rights of support for the electric lines;  



 (b) test and commission the electric lines and to remedy initial faults 
and defects in them at any time;  



 (c) install, use, maintain, repair, reinstate and remove protection 
measures for third party structures/assets, including scaffolding;  



 (d) enter the land and carry out surveys and investigations, including 
aerial surveys (including the right to fly an unmanned aircraft over the 
land and to enter and retrieve and recover any such unmanned aircraft 
from the land);  



 (e) prevent or restrict access to the land and adjoining land while 
works are being carried out;  



 (f) carry out archaeological works, replanting and replacement of 
landscaping, environmental and/or ecological mitigation and create, 
use, maintain, inspect and remove ecological mitigation measures;  



 (g) carry out works required by the contractor by licences or consents 
or permitted by a planning permission and/or consent or licences;  



 (h) erect and remove fencing;  



 (i) erect hoardings or signage or otherwise secure a works compound 
or working area;  



 (j) store and stockpile and where necessary use, manage and process 
plant, machinery, apparatus, and materials (including excavated 
material) and/or equipment;  



 (k) enter, oversail and remain on the land and adjoining land with or 
without vehicles, personnel, plant, machinery, apparatus, equipment 
and materials for such purposes including the parking of any vehicles 
and machinery;  



 (l) construct, lay down, use and remove access roads including any 
necessary temporary bridging, culverting or diversion of water courses 
and drains, modifying road verges and junctions and installing, using, 
altering, diverting, and removing services and utilities;  



 (m) carry out de-watering and drainage works and install, alter, use, 
maintain, reinstate or remove land drainage systems;  



 (n) discharge water into existing drains and watercourses;  
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 (o) protect and prevent damage to or interference with the operation 
and maintenance of any de-watering and/or drainage works;  



 (p) protect and prevent damage to or interference with the operation 
and maintenance of the electric lines and construction of the same;  



fell, trim or lop trees, shrubs, hedges, bushes, crops and other 
vegetation and to clear and remove any and all vegetation which may 
damage, obstruct or interfere with the exercise of these Overhead Line 
Rights or access to the electric lines;  



 (q) erect, create, use and remove a works compound which may 
include hardstanding, portable cabins and offices, security measures, 
parking of vehicles and welfare facilities including portable toilets and 
electricity generators;   



 (r) install, use and remove artificial lighting;  



 (s) install, use, alter, divert and remove services and utilities;  



 (t) prevent changes to the use, or level of the surface of, the land or 
any other works or excavations which may endanger the stability, 
safety and integrity of the electric lines and the associated 
infrastructure or the exercise of these Overhead Line Rights;  



 (u) make good any damage caused in connection with the exercise of 
these Overhead Line Rights;  



 (v) carry out incidental works to allow safe access to the electric lines 
such as vegetation clearance and bird nest removal;  



 (w) apply a temporary electricity earthing system to electric lines;  



 (x) replace permanent Colour Plates on electric lines; and  



 (y) carry out any activities ancillary or incidental thereto.  



and rights to prevent and remove any use of the land or works, goods, 
materials, buildings, structures, plant, equipment, machinery or other 
items which may damage, cause injury to or interfere with the electric 
lines or obstruct such access or the exercise of these Overhead Line 
Rights.  



Oversail Rights All rights necessary at all times with plant and equipment from the air to 
oversail the land with electric lines and associated infrastructure 
associated with the exercise of the Overhead Line Rights, Construction 
Compound Rights and Access Rights including rights to:  



(a) fly a small uncrewed aircraft over the land for the purpose of carrying 
out inspections of the electric lines which are at ground level or above 
and to acquire data in respect of the land during the flight provided that 
the acquiring authority is to act in compliance with Civil Aviation 
Authority guidance as may be in place for such use from time to time;  



(b) enter any part of the land to retrieve and recover any small, 
unmanned aircraft;  
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(c) protect and prevent damage to or interference with the operation and 
maintenance of the electric lines and construction of the same;  



(d) to use the electric lines;  



(e) make good any damage caused in connection with the exercise of 
these Oversail Rights; and  



(f) carry out any activities ancillary or incidental thereto  



 



Access Rights All rights necessary to access the land and adjoining land for the 
purposes of the construction, installation, upgrading, retention, 
commissioning, use, operation, protection, maintenance, surveying, 
testing, inspecting, alter, repair, modify, renewal, replacement, removal, 
decommissioning and oversail of the electric lines and electric cables , 
with or without vehicles, plant, machinery, apparatus, equipment, 
materials and personnel, including to:  



(a) establish, use and remove works compounds; 



(b) park any vehicles and machinery on the land; 



(c) carry out de-watering and drainage works and installing, altering, 
using, maintaining, removing or reinstating land drainage systems; 



(d) carry out works to facilitate such access including to construct, lay 
down, use and remove access roads including any necessary bridging, 
culverting or diversion of water courses and drains, modifying road 
verges and junctions and installing, using, altering, diverting, and 
removing services and utilities and erecting and removing of any 
necessary fencing, safety and security measures; 



(e) use horizontal direction drilling, where appropriate, for the installation 
of electric cables; 



(f) fell, trim or lop trees, shrubs, hedges bushes, crops and other 
vegetation and to clear and remove any and all vegetation which may 
damage, obstruct or interfere with the exercise of these Access Rights; 



(g) carry out replanting and replacement of landscaping, ecological 
and/or environmental measures; 



(h) make good any damage caused in connection with the exercise of 
these Access Rights; and 



(i) carry out any activities ancillary or incidental thereto. 



and rights to prevent and remove any use of the land or works, goods, 
materials, buildings, structures, plant, equipment, machinery or other 
items which may damage, cause injury to or interfere with the electric 
lines or electric cables or obstruct such access or the exercise of these 
Access Rights. 
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4. DISCUSSIONS TO DATE WITH THE LICENCE HOLDER  
4.1 NGET has reached agreement with Uniper as to the rights required in its Land (as well as its 



operational land within the Order land).  The compulsory acquisition powers in the Order are 
sought in respect of the Land in order to secure the necessary rights over the Land, including 
as against other interests subsisting in it. 



4.2 The Land in the ownership of Uniper is outside the extent of Uniper’s operational land and is 
comprised of agricultural fields adjoining the operational land, with some areas of vegetation 
and public highway and highway verge.  



5. CONCLUSIONS  
5.1 Whilst paragraph 2(1) of Schedule 3 to the Act applies to the acquisition of rights in the Land 



over which Uniper has freehold interests, paragraph 2(2)(a) of Schedule 3 to the Act does not 
apply because the land is not held by Uniper for the purposes of an installation necessary for 
the carrying on of the activities which it is authorised by its licence to carry on. Further to this, 
paragraph 2(2)(b) of Schedule 3 to the Act does not apply as it does not appear that the land 
will be so used, or that the use will commence, or any necessary planning permission or 
consent under s36 or s37 of the Act will be applied for, within the period of five years 
beginning with the date of this application for consent. 



5.2 At the point of making the Order, land held by licence holders was identified and included in 
the Order, pending further discussion to confirm the operational status of that land. NGET has 
subsequently identified that land is included in the Order that is either operational and/or for 
which agreement has now been reached, such that the land is not intended to be the subject 
of compulsory acquisition powers in any confirmed Order. In these instances NGET intends to 
modify the Order so that the Order would not authorise the compulsory acquisition of interests 
in that land.  It is further noted that other interests held by licence holders that are included in 
the Order are not included in this application.  This is because the Order does not propose to 
acquire those interests and so GEMA consent is not considered to be required on that basis. 
In most cases NGET is in discussions with those licence holders regarding the interface 
between the Order and their interests.  



5.3 The Secretary of State is therefore asked to request the consent of GEMA to the confirmation 
of the Order under paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 of the Act.   



5.4 The Order, Order Maps and Statement of Reasons are available online here: 
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-
projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar however, please let us know if documents are needed 
in an alternate format.  



 
If GEMA requires any additional information to allow it to reach a decision, please contact Alexis 
Coleman (Alexis.Coleman@hsf.com, T +44 2036 926 883). 
 
Yours faithfully, 



 
 
 



Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 





https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar


https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar
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			1. CONTEXT


			1.1 This note sets out the requirement pursuant to Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 1989 ("the Act") for National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") to seek the consent of the Gas and Electricity Markets Authority ("GEMA") in connection with ...





			2. PROVISIONS OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989


			2.1 Paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 of the Act provides that:


			2.2 Paragraph 1(2) of Schedule 3 of the Act provides that for the purposes of paragraph 2 (set out above):





			3. APPLICATIONS MADE SEEKING GEMA'S CONSENT


			3.1 Pursuant to the above provisions of the Act, NGET has made two applications, asking the Secretary of State to seek the consent of GEMA as follows:


			3.1.1 Application dated 15 May 2026 in relation to non-operational land owned by EDF Energy (Thermal Generation) Limited (“EDF Application”) (Core Document C07); and


			3.1.2 Application dated 12 June 2026 in relation to non-operational land owned by Uniper UK Limited (“Uniper Application”) (at Annexure 1 to this note).





			3.2 In each case the application sets out and describes (1) the relevant plots of the Order for which GEMA’s consent is sought (the “Land”), (2) the interests held in those plots by EDF Energy or Uniper (as appropriate), and (3) the rights sought over...


			3.3 In relation to EDF Energy, NGET has reached agreement as to the rights required in its Land (as well as its operational land within the Order land).  The compulsory acquisition powers in the Order are sought in respect of the land in question to s...


			3.4 The Land in the ownership of EDF Energy and which is the subject of the EDF Application is outside the extent of EDF Energy’s operational land and is comprised of agricultural fields adjoining the operational land, meaning that the Land is not use...


			3.5 In relation to Uniper, and as set out in the Uniper Application, NGET has reached agreement with Uniper as to the rights required in its Land (as well as its operational land within the Order land).  The compulsory acquisition powers in the Order ...


			3.6 The Land in the ownership of Uniper and the subject of the Uniper Application is outside the extent of Uniper’s operational land and is comprised of agricultural fields adjoining the operational land, with some areas of vegetation and public highw...


			3.7 In both cases, whilst paragraph 2(1) of Schedule 3 to the Act applies to the acquisition of rights in the Land the subject of the EDF and Uniper Applications, paragraph 2(2)(a) of Schedule 3 to the Act does not apply because the land is not held b...





			4. MODIFICATIONS TO THE CPO


			4.1 As explained in both the EDF and Uniper Applications, at the point of making the Order, land held by licence holders was identified and included in the Order, pending further discussion to confirm the operational status of that land. NGET has subs...


			4.1.1 National Grid Electricity Distribution (East Midlands) plc: plots 11-36, 48-19, 48-30;


			4.1.2 EDF Energy (Thermal Generation) Limited: 1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5, 1-6, 1-7, 1-10, 1-25, 1-26, 5-12, 5-14, 5-17, 5-18, 5-21, 5-23, 5-25, 6-2;


			4.1.3 Uniper UK Limited: 5-5, 56-22, 56-24, 56-25, 56-26, 56-27; and


			4.1.4 Advanced Electricity Networks Limited: 41-4.





			4.2 There are other interests in the Order land held by licence holders for which GEMA consent is not sought and no modification is proposed. This relates to licence holders who hold rights in the Order land (for example, option agreements for lease, ...
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			2. Details of the relevant land for which GEMA's consent is sought
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			3. Details of the interests which are sought over the Land in the Order


			3.1 Rights sought over the Land are as follows:


			3.2 The above rights are described in the Order as set out in the table below. In this table and in the Order, the following terms have the following meaning:


			3.2.2 “electric cables” means the underground cables (including wires, earth wires, fibre optic cables and other communication cables, pipes, coatings and ducts), connections, cable draw pits, cable joints, cable marker posts, cable terminals, earth b...
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			4.1 NGET has reached agreement with Uniper as to the rights required in its Land (as well as its operational land within the Order land).  The compulsory acquisition powers in the Order are sought in respect of the Land in order to secure the necessar...


			4.2 The Land in the ownership of Uniper is outside the extent of Uniper’s operational land and is comprised of agricultural fields adjoining the operational land, with some areas of vegetation and public highway and highway verge.





			5. Conclusions


			5.1 Whilst paragraph 2(1) of Schedule 3 to the Act applies to the acquisition of rights in the Land over which Uniper has freehold interests, paragraph 2(2)(a) of Schedule 3 to the Act does not apply because the land is not held by Uniper for the purp...
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1.1 My name is Leanne Evans, and I am a Project Director with National Grid Electricity 



Transmission plc ("NGET"), specialising in project optioneering, development and project 
management of major infrastructure projects which includes substation, new overhead 
power line projects, overhead line replacement and cable replacement projects and 
refurbishment projects such as the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Project (the 
"Project"). 



1.2 There is a compelling need for the Project. NGET has a statutory duty under section 9 of 
the Electricity Act 1989 to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical 
system of electricity transmission. The existing transmission infrastructure in this area was 
not designed to accommodate the forecast scale and direction of power flows and, without 
reinforcement, would increasingly constrain the efficient operation of the national electricity 
system. The Project is necessary to assist the Government in meeting its legally binding 
targets to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 and the various other 
energy and electricity policy requirements as set out in my evidence. 



1.3 The Project benefits include: 
1.3.1 Increased transmission capacity by uprating approximately 106 kilometres of 



existing 400kV circuits, allowing greater volumes of electricity to be transferred 
across the network to meet current and future energy demand. 



1.3.2 Reduced network constraints and consumer costs by relieving existing 
bottlenecks and improving the overall efficiency of the transmission system. 



1.4 The Project will: 
1.4.1 Support Clean Power, Net Zero and energy system decarbonisation objectives by 



facilitating the connection and operation of renewable energy generation and 
energy storage projects. 



1.4.2 Enable contracted customer connections, including renewable generation, battery 
energy storage systems and significant demand connections in the High 
Marnham and Stoke Bardolph areas. 



1.4.3 Support wider strategic transmission investment, including the delivery of other 
Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment schemes such as the 
Chesterfield to High Marnham project. 



1.4.4 Improve reliability and asset resilience through the replacement and 
refurbishment of ageing infrastructure, reducing operational risk and extending 
asset life. 



1.5 These benefits depend on NGET securing the necessary land and rights for the Project's 
construction and operation. 



1.6 My evidence discusses the alternatives to the Project that were considered. The options 
appraisal concluded that Option 1, reconductoring the existing overhead lines with the 
largest feasible conductor type, should be selected as it meets the technical need, supports 
future renewable generation, avoids unnecessary new infrastructure and is the most 
efficient and cost-effective solution for consumers. 



1.7 NGET is negotiating to acquire the necessary land and rights for the Project, but to ensure 
timely delivery, it began the compulsory purchase order process alongside these 
negotiations. 



1.8 NGET is part of the National Grid group of companies with an excellent track record in 
delivering infrastructure projects, including refurbishment projects such as the Penwortham 
to Daines refurbishment project and the West Yorkshire overhead line reconductoring 
project. Given NGET's strong credit rating, the requisite funding will be available to meet 
the implementation and land acquisition/compulsory purchase compensation costs 
associated with the Project as and when required. The Project is funded through National 
Grid's regulated investment framework under Ofgem's RIIO-ET3 Load Related Re-opener 
framework. 
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1.9 NGET holds an Electricity Transmission Licence granted by the Gas and Electricity 
Markets Authority and has the powers under section 10 and Schedule 3 of the Electricity 
Act 1989 to make the Order. NGET has made applications for GEMA consent where 
required in respect of land belonging to other licence holders. 



1.10 Contracts have been awarded for design and construction activities for all elements of the 
Project. Subject to acquiring the necessary land interests, NGET will be in a position to 
proceed with the delivery of the Project to meet the Project delivery date of Q4 2028. 



1.11 NGET has responded to each objector individually in writing and remains committed to 
reaching an agreed position with each objector.  



1.12 NGET has given consideration to human rights and equalities matters. NGET does not 
consider that the Project will give rise to any impacts or differential impacts on persons who 
share a relevant protected characteristic as defined in the Equality Act, and this position is 
being continually monitored by NGET. The Order is being promoted in the public interest. 
NGET considers that the Order will strike the right balance between the public interest in 
the implementation of the Project and those private rights that will be affected by the Order. 



1.13 As set out in the evidence of Mr Harper (NGET/DH/1), NGET has engaged considerably 
and continues to negotiate voluntary agreements for the acquisition of the land and rights 
needed. If the Order is confirmed, relevant parties will be compensated in accordance with 
the Compensation Code as applicable. 



1.14 Accordingly, I consider that the criteria in the CPO Guidance are satisfied and that there is 
a compelling case in the public interest for the confirmation of the Order so that the land 
and rights can be obtained to ensure this important Project goes ahead. 



2. DECLARATION 
I confirm that the opinions expressed in this proof of evidence are my true and professional 
opinions. I confirm that I have understood and complied with my duty to the Inquiry as an 
Expert Witness and have provided my evidence impartially and objectively. I confirm that I 
have no conflicts of interest. 



 
 
Signed  
 
Leanne Evans  
 
24.07.2026 
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1. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
1.1 My name is Paul Jarvis. I am a Chartered Town Planner with a degree BSC (Hons) in 



Town and Regional Planning from the University of Dundee.     
1.2 I am the Infrastructure Planning Service Line Director for WSP responsible for Operational 



and People Leadership, undertaking Project Director/Planning lead roles on major projects 
and leading a range of infrastructure planning projects. I regularly lead large teams of 
specialists, including infrastructure planners, town planners, urban designers, architects, 
engineers, transportation planners and environmentalists.    



1.3 I have worked as a town planner for thirty-two years and have been a member of the Royal 
Town Planning Institute (MRTPI) for thirty years. I have wide experience in managing the 
submission of applications for major projects on behalf of public and private sector clients 
as well as preparing planning policy and guidance. I provide town planning advice to 
developers and public sector organisations throughout all stages of the planning process. 
This includes pre-application and post-application discussions with planning authorities and   
other stakeholders and preparation of planning statements and other associated 
documents to support planning applications.  



1.4 In my role supporting National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") I am responsible 
for providing consenting advice in relation to the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
refurbishment project (the "Project") and various other projects including customer 
connections involving new NGET substations, NGET asset management such as 
replacement infrastructure and ground investigation works. This involves providing 
planning advice on projects both in the development and delivery stages and includes 
determining optimal planning strategies including planning applications and / or reliance 
upon permitted development rights under the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (the "GPDO") (CD, A12). 



2. INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 
2.1 The structure of my statement of evidence is set out in paragraph 2.3 below. 
2.2 In broad terms, my statement will explain the consenting position of the Project, including 



detail of the consenting position and the proposed approach in respect of obtaining 
secondary consents as the Project transitions to delivery. My statement of evidence 
explains that planning and other consenting matters do not present any impediment to 
delivery of the Project in accordance with paragraph 15 of the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities & Local Government’s Guidance on the Compulsory Purchase Process (June 
2026) ("CPO Guidance") (CD, B18).  



2.3 The description of the Project, the need for the development and the consideration of 
alternatives in developing the detailed proposals for the Project are set out in the 
Statement of Evidence of Ms Evans (NGET/LE/1). In light of this, my statement of evidence 
is therefore structured as follows: 
2.3.1 Section 3 provides an overview of the planning policy support for the Project; 
2.3.2 Section 4 provides a summary of the overarching consents strategy and review of 



the planning position; 
2.3.3 Section 5 provides a response to Objections; and 
2.3.4 Section 6 sets out my conclusions.  



2.4 References in my evidence to the core documents are made by the abbreviation, for 
example, "(CD, CXX)". The evidence of other witnesses is referred to by the name of the 
author. 
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3. PLANNING POLICY SUPPORT FOR THE PROJECT 
Introduction 



3.1 The Project is supported at all levels of planning policy. In this section, I describe the 
principal national and local planning policies of relevance to the Project and explain how 
they provide support for it. I begin by dealing with the policies in force in respect of 
nationally significant infrastructure projects ("NSIP"), before going on to consider the 
National Planning Policy Framework ("NPPF" December 2024) and the local development 
plan policy for those areas within which the Project is located. I conclude with a short 
summary of the benefits of the Project. 
National Policy Statements 



3.2 The UK Government recognises the importance and urgency of new energy developments 
and has published a series of National Policy Statements ("NPS") which set out national 
policy for the delivery of NSIPs, recognising that providing affordable, reliable and 
sustainable energy is a key issue in UK Government policy.  



3.3 The NPSs provide the policy framework within which applications for NSIPs are required to 
be determined. However, those policies are explicitly recognised within the NPSs as being 
potentially material considerations in respect of other development too.  



3.4 For the Project, the overarching NPS for Energy ("NPS EN-1" December 2025 (CD, B01)), 
and the NPS for Electricity Networks Infrastructure ("NPS EN-5" December 2025 (CD, 
B02)), are considered to be material considerations as they relate to the form of 
development underlying the CPO and demonstrate national policy support for the Project.  
NPS EN-1  



3.5 NPS EN-1 sets out the Government's policy for delivery of major energy infrastructure. 
NPS EN-1 sets out the concept of critical national priority ("CNP") infrastructure 
(paragraph 4.2) which includes low-carbon infrastructure defined as (amongst other things) 
all power lines within the scope of NPS EN-5 including network reinforcement, upgrade 
works and associated infrastructure for electricity grid infrastructure. This extended scope 
recognises the clear need for infrastructure to meet national security and net-zero aims 
through clean energy generation and the means of transmitting it across the UK. 



3.6 The weight to be attached to CNP infrastructure is significant. The need case of CNP will 
outweigh residual effects in "all but the most exceptional cases" (paragraph 4.2.28).  



3.7 Paragraph 2.1.2 recognises that: 
"To produce the energy required for the UK and ensure it can be transported to where it is 
needed, a significant amount of infrastructure is needed at both local and national scale. 
High quality infrastructure is crucial for economic growth, boosting productivity and 
competitiveness." 



3.8 Paragraph 2.4.1 notes that, given the vital role of energy to economic prosperity and social 
well-being, it is important that our supplies of energy remain secure, reliable and affordable 
and paragraph 3.3.3 sets out the need for new nationally significant electricity 
infrastructure, stating that:  
"To ensure that there is sufficient electricity to meet demand, new electricity infrastructure 
will have to be built to replace output from retiring plants and to ensure we can meet 
increased demand. Our analysis suggests that even with major improvements in overall 
energy efficiency, and increased flexibility in the energy system, demand for electricity is 
likely to increase significantly over the coming years and could more than double by 2050 
as large parts of transport, heating and industry decarbonise by switching from fossil fuels 
to low carbon electricity." 



3.9 Paragraph 3.3.67 states that existing transmission infrastructure must adapt and evolve to 
cope with the reality that in the transition to net zero, the electricity system will grow in 
scale, dispersion, variety and complexity. This means that work is needed to protect 
against the risk of large-scale supply interruptions. 
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3.10 Paragraph 3.3.80 recognises that: 
"…the case for network reinforcement is demonstrated if the proposed development 
represents an efficient and economical means of:  



• reinforcing the network to accommodate such connections; or  



• reinforcing the network to ensure that it is sufficiently resilient and capacious (per 
any performance standards set by Ofgem) to reliably supply present and/or 
anticipated future levels of demand."    



3.11 It is therefore clear that NPS EN-1 establishes that secure, reliable and affordable energy 
supply is critical to the UK economy and society. It identifies low carbon energy 
infrastructure, including network reinforcement such as the Project, as CNP. There is an 
urgent need to deliver such infrastructure at pace, with strong government support. 
Decision-makers should give substantial weight to the need for CNP infrastructure such as 
the Project. Overall, NPS EN-1 provides explicit policy support for the Project.  
NPS EN-5 



3.12 NPS EN-5 is the NPS for electricity networks infrastructure and was developed to provide 
policy direction on the development of new electricity networks.  



3.13 NPS EN-5 reinforces the importance of a robust transmission system to enable new 
generation, storage, and interconnection in paragraph 1.1.1. It confirms that meeting Clean 
Power 2030 (CD, B15) and net zero targets depends on expanding and upgrading the 
electricity network in paragraph 1.1.3. Paragraph 2.1.4 of NPS EN-5 recognises that 
transmission infrastructure will have an ongoing function requiring maintenance, 
reinforcement, and replacement over time. NPS EN-5 evidently provides supports for the 
Project as part of the continuous strengthening of the national grid (see from paragraph 
1.1.2). 



3.14 Paragraph 1.1.6 states that:  
"As identified in EN-1, government has concluded that there is a critical national priority 
(CNP) for the provision of nationally significant low carbon infrastructure. This includes: for 
electricity grid infrastructure, all power lines in scope of EN-5 including network 
reinforcement and upgrade works, and associated infrastructure ..." 



3.15 Paragraphs 2.1.4 and 2.1.5 also recognise that:  
"Generally, nationally significant electricity networks are likely to have an ongoing function, 
but will be subject to maintenance, reinforcement works and for assets to be replaced 
when they come to the end of their lifespan." (Paragraph 2.1.4)" 
"As stated in Section 4.2 of EN-1, to support the urgent need for new low carbon 
infrastructure, all power lines in scope of EN-5 including electricity network reinforcement 
and upgrade works, and associated infrastructure such as substations, are considered to 
be CNP infrastructure." (Paragraph 2.1.5)" 



3.16 NPS EN-5 provides strong national policy support for electricity network reinforcement, 
such as the Project, by recognising the critical role of transmission and distribution 
infrastructure in delivering energy security, Clean Power 2030 and net zero objectives. 
NPS EN-5 identifies an urgent need (paragraph 2.1.5) for network expansion, upgrading 
and reinforcement, acknowledges that network assets will require ongoing reinforcement 
throughout their operational life, and confirms that a reliable electricity system is essential 
to accommodate new generation, storage and increasing electricity demand (paragraph 
1.1.1). As noted above, NPS EN-5 provides explicit policy support for the Project. 
National Planning Policy Framework 



3.17 The NPPF (CD, B10) is also material to, and demonstrates national policy support for, the 
Project. In particular, the NPPF sets out a presumption in favour of sustainable 
development.  
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3.18 In this context it emphasises three overarching objectives (Paragraph 8):  
"(i) An economic objective - to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, 
including by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure;  



(ii) A social objective - to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities; and  
(iii) An environmental objective - to protect and enhance our natural, built and historic 
environment, including making effective use of land, improving biodiversity, using natural 
resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate 
change, including moving to a low carbon economy." 



3.19 The Project is essential energy infrastructure which will assist in the delivery of a low 
carbon economy and therefore accords with each of these three objectives.  



3.20 Section 14 of the NPPF (meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal 
change) also sets out a number of core planning principles that should underpin decision 
making. In particular paragraph 161 states:  
"The planning system should support the transition to net zero by 2050 and take full 
account of all climate impacts including overheating, water scarcity, storm and flood risks 
and coastal change. It should help to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, minimise vulnerability and improve resilience; 
encourage the reuse of existing resources, including the conversion of existing buildings; 
and support renewable and low carbon energy and associated infrastructure". 



3.21 Government is proposing to update the current NPPF. The Consultation Draft NPPF (CD, 
B19, December 2025) contains a specific new development plan and decision-making 
policies for energy including electricity network infrastructure. The most relevant policy is 
W3 which states: 
"W3: Renewable and low carbon energy development and electricity network 
infrastructure 
In considering proposals for renewable and low-carbon energy development and electricity 
network infrastructure, substantial weight should be given to:  



(a) The benefits of such development for improving energy security, supporting economic 
development and moving to a net zero future;  
(b) In the case of applications for the re-powering and life-extension of existing sites, the 
additional benefit of utilising an established site for this purpose; and  
(c)The contribution that small-scale and community-led renewable and low carbon energy 
projects can make to reducing emissions, along with their associated economic and social 
benefits.  
Applicants should not be required to demonstrate the need for renewable or low carbon 
energy development and electricity network infrastructure. Where proposals for this form of 
development come forward outside areas which have been identified as suitable for them 
they should be acceptable when assessed against the national decision-making policies in 
this Framework, taken as a whole.  
Where development is expected to be time-limited, applications should be accompanied by 
proposals for decommissioning and site restoration, including details of how these 
measures are expected to be implemented." 



3.22 The Project will assist in the delivery of a low carbon economy and the transition to net 
zero and the NPPF therefore provides strong policy support for the Project as outlined 
above.   
Local Policy 



3.23 The Project is located within the counties of Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire, with the 
overhead line ("OHL") route passing through the jurisdictions of Bassetlaw, West Lindsey 
District Council, Newark and Sherwood District Council, Gedling Borough Council, and 
Rushcliffe Borough Council. 
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3.24 Together, the adopted and emerging development plan documents of these authorities 
provide the local policy context. 



3.25 As the Project includes the refurbishment of existing 400 kV single circuits and associated 
works and are either considered to not be ‘development’ requiring planning permission or 
are consented pursuant to NGET permitted development rights (see section 4 below), this 
section does not assess development management policy compliance. Instead, it 
considers the extent to which the Project relates to, and accords with, the strategic 
objectives and policy themes of the relevant development plans. 
Bassetlaw District Council ("BDC") 



3.26 The adopted development plan for Bassetlaw is the Bassetlaw Local Plan 2020-2038 
(adopted May 2024 – "BLP", CD, B20). The BLP guides the location and delivery of 
development, allocates land for housing, employment and supporting infrastructure, and 
establishes policies to promote sustainable growth whilst protecting and enhancing BDC’s 
built, natural and historic environment. Policy ST33 ‘Design Quality’ requires high quality 
design that reflects local context and distinctiveness, respects landscape, natural and 
heritage assets whilst Policy ST35 ‘Landscape Character’ states that development should 
protect and where possible enhance the distinctive qualities of the relevant landscape 
character policy zone identified in the Bassetlaw Landscape Character Assessment 2009 
(CD, B21).  



3.27 Policy ST49 ‘Renewable Energy Generation’ supports zero carbon and low carbon 
renewable energy development, including community energy schemes, where impacts on 
landscape, natural and heritage assets, amenity, highway safety and other environmental 
factors are satisfactorily resolved. It requires details of expected power generation and a 
decommissioning programme to return the site to an acceptable state after cessation of 
operations. 



3.28 Policy ST56 ‘Provision and Delivery of Infrastructure’ seeks the timely provision of physical, 
social and green/blue infrastructure. 



3.29 In the context of the above polices, the refurbishment work of the Project does not 
introduce new built form or permanent land use change and so are consistent with ST33 
and 35. The Project works otherwise clearly align with the relevant policy principles set out 
in the BLP. 
West Lindsey District Council ("WLDC") 



3.30 The adopted development plan for West Lindsey is the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan 
(adopted April 2023 – "CLLP", CD, B22). The CCLP seeks to balance economic growth 
with the conservation of landscape, biodiversity, heritage and community assets, while 
ensuring that development is supported by appropriate infrastructure and contributes to 
wider climate change and sustainability objectives. 



3.31 Policy S1 ‘The Spatial Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy’ emphasises delivering 
sustainable growth through the provision of the infrastructure, facilities and services 
necessary to support communities, economic development and future growth across 
Central Lincolnshire. 



3.32 Policy S14 ‘Renewable Energy’ supports the transition to a net-zero carbon future by 
encouraging investment in renewable energy and associated energy infrastructure, 
including wider transformation infrastructure. Policy S16 ‘Wider Energy Infrastructure’ 
supports the transition to a net-zero carbon future by recognising the need for significant 
investment in new and upgraded energy infrastructure, including electricity transmission 
infrastructure, whilst ensuring that any associated impacts are appropriately mitigated 
through sensitive siting and design. 



3.33 Policy S53 ‘Design and Amenity’ promotes high-quality, sustainable development that 
responds positively to local character, landscape and heritage, protects important views 
and natural features, supports biodiversity, ensures compatibility with surrounding land 
uses, provides suitable access and utility infrastructure, and minimises adverse impacts 
such as noise, vibration, dust and visual harm. 
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3.34 The policy framework above illustrates the Local Plan’s strategic emphasis on the transition 
to a net-zero carbon future by encouraging investment in renewable energy and associated 
energy infrastructure. The refurbishment works ensure that essential infrastructure remains 
viable, sustainable and fit for purpose. The refurbishment works form part of the ongoing 
maintenance and enhancement of electricity transmission infrastructure within this strategic 
context, and are consistent with WLDC policy. 
Newark and Sherwood District Council ("NSDC") 



3.35 The adopted plan for Newark and Sherwood District Council is the Newark and Sherwood 
Amended Core Strategy (adopted 2019 – "NSCS", CD, B23). The NSCS sets out the 
vision, spatial strategy and policy approach for managing housing, employment, 
infrastructure and environmental protection. It also provides the overarching policy 
framework for matters such as landscape character, climate change, biodiversity, 
renewable energy, sustainable development and the historic environment, ensuring that 
future development is delivered in a coordinated and sustainable manner. 



3.36 Spatial Policy 2 ‘Spatial Distribution of Growth’ supports infrastructure provision required to 
facilitate sustainable growth, economic development and service provision across the 
district.  



3.37 Core Policy 10 ‘Climate Change’ seeks to reduce carbon emissions by efficient use of 
resources, low-carbon infrastructure, renewable energy generation and effective flood risk 
management while ensuring new development contributes towards climate change 
mitigation and adaptation. 



3.38 Taken together, these and other strategic policies illustrate NSDC’s recognition of the 
importance of low-carbon infrastructure and the provision of appropriate infrastructure to 
facilitate sustainable growth. The Project works clearly align with the policy principles set 
out in the NSCS. 
Gedling Borough Council ("GBC") 



3.39 GBC adopted its Aligned Core Strategy ("ACS", CD, B24) (Part 1 Local Plan) in 
September 2014. The document sets out the strategic policy direction for future 
development in Gedling Borough by planning for new homes, jobs and infrastructure. 
GBC’s Local Planning Document (adopted July 2018, CD, B25) sets out detailed policies to 
help deliver specific allocations and help in the day-to-day assessment of planning 
applications; and includes site specific policies, allocations of non-strategic sites and 
designations for new housing, employment, retail, community facilities, recreation and open 
space, nature conservation and other land uses. 



3.40 ACS Policy A ‘Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development’ promotes sustainable 
development by supporting proposals that deliver economic, social, and environmental 
benefits and ensures applications that comply with Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan 
policies. Policy 1 ‘Climate Change’ expects development to mitigate against and adapt to 
climate change, and to comply with national and local targets on reducing carbon 
emissions and energy use. Policy 2 ‘The Spatial Strategy’ directs most development to 
promote urban concentration, seeks to maximise existing infrastructure, encourages 
brownfield redevelopment, and identifies key settlements for growth. This evidence-led 
approach provides a sustainable framework for meeting development and infrastructure 
needs. 



3.41 The policy framework above illustrates GBC’s strategic emphasis on adapting to climate 
change and maximising existing infrastructure. The refurbishment works ensure that 
essential infrastructure remains viable, sustainable and fit for purpose, and enable further 
renewable generating capacity to connect into the network. The refurbishment works form 
part of the ongoing maintenance and enhancement of electricity transmission infrastructure 
and fit within this strategic context.  
Rushcliffe Borough Council ("RBC") 



3.42 RBC’s Local Plan is a two-part document comprising The Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 1: 
Core Strategy ("RBCCS") (Adopted December 2014, CD, B26) which provides the 
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strategic approach to development and identifies main strategic sites. RBC’s Local Plan 
Part 2: Land and Planning Policies was adopted in October 2019 (CD, B27) and identifies 
non-strategic land allocations and designations and provides detailed planning policies to 
guide the determination of planning applications. 



3.43 RBCCS Policy 1 ‘Sustainable Development’ promotes sustainable development by 
supporting proposals that deliver economic, social, and environmental benefits. Policy 2 
‘Climate Change’ expects development to mitigate against and adapt to climate change, 
and to comply with national and local targets on reducing carbon emissions and energy 
use. Policy 2 ‘Climate Change’ expects development to mitigate against and adapt to 
climate change, and to comply with national and local targets on reducing carbon 
emissions and energy use. Policy 3 ‘The Spatial Strategy’ directs most development to 
inter alia maximise existing infrastructure. Policy 18 ‘infrastructure’ states that development 
must be supported by timely infrastructure.  



3.44 The Project works clearly align with the policy principles set out in RBCs Local Plan. 
Nottinghamshire County Council ("NCC") and Lincolnshire County Council ("LCC")  



3.45 The new Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Waste Local Plan (adopted September 2025, 
CD, B28) forms the land use planning strategy for waste development within the County up 
to 2038. Policy SP1 ‘Waste prevention and re-use’ states that all new development should 
be designed, constructed, and operated to minimise the creation of waste, maximise the 
use of recycled materials, and assist with the collection, separation, sorting, recycling and 
recovery of waste arising from the development during its use. Policy SP5 ‘Climate 
Change’ notes for proposed development for waste management facilities to minimise 
climate change impacts through resource efficiency, emissions reduction and low-carbon 
design, while ensuring resilience and adaptability to future climate change. 



3.46 The Lincolnshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (adopted July 2024 - "LMWLP", CD, 
B29) supports sustainable development and promotes a proactive approach to approving 
proposals that deliver economic, social and environmental benefits (Policy DM1: 
Presumption in favour of sustainable development’). Policy DM2: ‘Climate Change’ seeks 
to minimise the carbon impacts of minerals and waste development by reducing transport 
distances, promoting efficient resource use, supporting renewable energy generation, and 
encouraging carbon reduction measures. Policy DM6: ‘Impact on Landscape and 
Townscape’, requires development to minimise adverse effects on landscape and 
townscape character, valued landscape features, and important views through appropriate 
design, landscaping, planting, and screening measures. 



3.47 Given that the refurbishment works form part of the ongoing maintenance and 
enhancement of electricity transmission infrastructure within this strategic context, I 
consider that the Project works are consistent with the relevant NCC and LCC plans above. 
Conclusions on policy support 



3.48 In summary, the urgent need for renewable energy infrastructure and an improved 
electricity transmission network to address the causes of climate change is acknowledged 
at both local and national level, and the Project accords with these policy imperatives. 



3.49 Notwithstanding that the Project is permissible under permitted development rights (see 
section 4 below), or otherwise does not require planning permission (see section 4 below), 
the preceding planning policy section makes clear that, even if express permission were 
required, the development is supported by national and local planning policy and there 
would be no planning impediments to its delivery. 
Summary of the benefits of the Project 



3.50 The above national and local policy also provides support for and are aligned with the key 
benefits that will arise from the Project, which are:  
3.50.1 Meeting energy demand and customer connection requirements;  
3.50.2 Transitioning to net zero/low carbon economy;  
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3.50.3 Providing critical network reinforcement; and  
3.50.4 Energy security/reliability of supply. 



3.51 These Project benefits are described more fully in the statement of Ms Evans 
(NGET/LE/1). 



4. OVERARCHING CONSENTS STRATEGY 
Planning Position 



4.1 In this section, I describe the planning position relevant to the Project, starting with the 
overall consenting strategy, explaining why no express permission is required in respect of 
it, and explaining the position in respect of environmental impact assessment and 
secondary consents. It is my opinion, in light of what is set out below, that there are no 
planning impediments to the delivery of the Project. 



4.2 NGET’s position (which has not been challenged by any objector to the CPO) is that the 
component parts of the Project either: 
4.2.1 Do not comprise development within the meaning of section 55 of the Town and 



Country Planning Act 1990 ("TCPA") (CD, A06); or 
4.2.2 fall within the scope of the permitted development rights under the GPDO.  



4.3 In respect of the first point, section 57(1) of the TCPA states that planning permission is 
required for the carrying out on land of any development. Development is defined within 
section 55(1) of the TCPA as the "carrying out of building, engineering, mining or other 
operations in, on, over or under the land, or the making of any material change in the use 
of any buildings or other land". However, certain operations and uses of land are deemed 
for the purposes of the TCPA to not involve development under section 55(2) of the TCPA 
and therefore do not require planning permission Section 55(2)(c) of the TCPA states that: 
"(2)The following operations or uses of land shall not be taken for the purposes of this Act 
to involve development of the land— (c)  the carrying out by a local authority or statutory 
undertakers of any works for the purpose of inspecting, repairing or renewing any sewers, 
mains, pipes, cables or other apparatus, including the breaking open of any street or other 
land for that purpose;"  



4.4 The majority of the Project works fall within the descriptions given in section 55(2) 
including: 
4.4.1 The refurbishment of the OHLs; 
4.4.2 The repair of OHL accessories; and 
4.4.3 Gantry refurbishment.  



4.5 In addition to the above, planning permission can also be granted by the GPDO which is, in 
effect, a national grant of planning. The GPDO provides deemed planning permission for 
certain developments (providing the relevant exceptions, limitations and conditions are 
met) without the developer having to make a formal application to the local planning 
authority for planning permission. This is known as ‘permitted development’. 



4.6 Permitted development rights cannot be relied upon where development Environmental 
Impact Assessment ("EIA") development. As set out at paragraphs 4.26 to 4.30 below, the 
Project is not deemed to be EIA development; as such, Article 3 of the GPDO is not 
invoked. Given the Project works are not EIA development, permitted development rights 
can be relied upon. 
Schedule 2, Part 15, Class B 



4.7 The rights relied upon by National Grid (other than those rights relied upon for temporary 
construction compounds – see paragraphs 4.11 – 4.13 – and for the construction of a 
means of access to a highway – see paragraphs 4.14 to 4.16) are within Schedule 2 of the 
GPDO, Part 15 - Class B - Development by statutory undertakers for the generation, 
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transmission, distribution or supply of electricity for the purposes of their undertaking 
consisting of: 
"(a) the installation or replacement in, on, over or under land of an electric line and the 
construction of shafts and tunnels and the installation or replacement of feeder or service 
pillars or transforming or switching stations or chambers reasonably necessary in 
connection with an electric line; and 
(f) any other development carried out in, on, over or under the operational land of the  



Undertaking." 
4.8 Alongside development which is permitted as outlined at paragraph 4.7 above, the GPDO 



also identifies circumstances in which development does not benefit from these permitted 
development rights.  Development which is not permitted by Class B is (so far as relevant 
for present purposes) as follows: 
"B.1 Development is not permitted by Class B if— 
(a) in the case of any Class B(a) development— 



(i) it would consist of or include the installation or replacement of an electric line 
to which section 37(1) of the Electricity Act 1989 (consent required for overhead 
lines) applies; or  
(ii) it would consist of or include the installation or replacement at or above 
ground level or under a highway used by vehicular traffic, of a chamber for 
housing apparatus and the chamber would exceed 29 cubic metres in capacity; 



… 



(e) in the case of any Class B(f) development, it would consist of or include— 
(i) the erection of a building, or the reconstruction or alteration of a building where 
its design or external appearance would be materially affected, or 
(ii) the installation or erection by way of addition or replacement of any plant or 
machinery exceeding 15 metres in height or the height of any plant or machinery 
replaced, whichever is the greater." 



4.9 The above exclusions relating to the use of Class B of the GPDO have been considered 
and do not apply in respect of the Project works.  



4.10 Class B(a) would therefore permit the following elements of the Project works: 
4.10.1 Replacement of underground electric cables 
4.10.2 Replacement and / or refurbishment of any foundations and components of 



towers; and 
4.10.3 Extension and replacement of existing cable sealing end compound fencing to 



allow for additional switch gear and additional space required for new, taller 
Cable Sealing End terminations and new gantries. 



GPDO 2015, Part 4, Class A, A1-A2 
4.11 The need for temporary construction compounds is permitted development under the 



GPDO, Schedule 2, Part 4, Class A by reason of their siting being within or adjoining to the 
land where the Project works are proposed to take place. 



4.12 Class A permits "The provision on land or building buildings, moveable structures, works, 
plants or machinery required temporarily in connection with and for the duration of 
operations being or to be carries out on, in, under or over that land or on land adjoining that 
land unless" subject to the following restrictions: 
A.1 Development is not permitted by Class A if - 
"(a) the operations referred to are mining operations, or 
(b) planning permission is required for those operations but is not granted or deemed to be 
granted." 
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A.2  Development is permitted by Class A subject to the conditions that, when the 
operations have been carried out— 
"(a) any building, structure, works, plant or machinery permitted by Class A is removed, 
and 
(b) any adjoining land on which development permitted by Class A has been carried out is, 
as soon as reasonably practicable, reinstated to its condition before that development was 
carried out." 



4.13 There are no mining operations proposed within the Project. The construction compounds 
and associated structures will be removed following construction works and the contractor 
will reinstate the land, to the condition it was before the development was carried out, in 
agreement with individual landowners, upon completion of the works. Therefore, the 
temporary construction compounds required as part of the Project can be constructed 
pursuant to permitted development rights.  
GPDO 2015, Part 2, Class B 



4.14 The construction of a means of an access to a highway is deemed to be permitted 
development under the GPDO, Schedule 2, Part 2, Class B.  



4.15 Schedule 2, Part 2, Class B of the GPDO permits the following as permitted development: 
"The formation, laying out and construction of a means of access to a highway which is not 
a trunk road or a classified road, where that access is required in connection with 
development permitted by any Class in this Schedule (other than by Class A of this Part)." 



4.16 There are no new accesses proposed to be constructed onto a trunk road or classified road 
– therefore permitted development can be relied upon by NGET for such works. 
Section 37 EA 1989 



4.17 Consideration has also been given to the point that the permitted development rights under 
Schedule 2, Part 15, Class B(a) of the GPDO, cannot be relied upon where section 37(1) of 
the Electricity Act 1989 ("EA 1989") applies (CD, A04). Section 37(1) of the EA 1989 is the 
key statutory provision that requires consent for OHL. 



4.18 NGET has therefore also considered whether any of the works proposed as part of the 
Project require separate consent under section 37 of the EA 1989. 



4.19 I am advised that section 37 of the EA 1989 establishes the requirement for consent to 
install or keep installed an electric line above ground. Electric line means any line used for 
carrying electricity and includes "any structure, pole or other thing in, on, by or from which 
any such line is or may be supported, carried or suspended".  However, consent is not 
required where an exemption applies, which includes exemptions under the Overhead 
Lines (Exemption) (England and Wales) Regulations 2009 (the "Exemption 
Regulations") (CD, A09).  



4.20 As the Project involves reconductoring the existing OHL infrastructure, it is considered that 
the following exemption under Regulation 3(1)(e) of the Exemption Regulations would 
apply to this Project (as the OHLs are not within a European Site or Site of Site of Special 
Scientific Interest):  
"Exemptions from section 37(1) of the Act 



3.—(1) Section 37(1) of the Act shall not apply in relation to— 
(e) the installation or keeping installed, subject to the limitations in regulation 4 and the 
provisions of regulation 5, of an electric line (no part of which is within a European site or 
an SSSI) which replaces an existing line whether or not it is installed in the same position 
as the existing line in question." 



4.21 In summary, the Project will rely upon Permitted Development rights in the GPDO or 
section 55 2(c) TCPA to enable the works to take place. 
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Secondary consents 
4.22 Separately, secondary consents may also be required depending on the location of 



elements of the works and environmental constraints. They are currently anticipated to 
comprise such consents as outlined in paragraph 4.23 below. These may include consents 
from: 
4.22.1 Natural England; 
4.22.2 Environment Agency / Lead Local Flood Authority; 
4.22.3 Highways Authorities; 
4.22.4 Network Rail; and 
4.22.5 Utilities providers. 



4.23 The timing and applicability of certain secondary consents – such as Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Orders; Basic Asset Protection Agreements; Protected Species Licences and 
Risk Activity Permits - may also be influenced by the sequencing of works across outage 
periods and route sections.  Risk Activity Permits - may also be influenced by the 
sequencing of works across outage periods and route sections.  



4.24 Secondary consents may also be required from the following, subject to the location and 
nature of works: 
4.24.1 Local Planning Authorities: WLDC, NSDC, GBD and RBC; 
4.24.2 Lead Local Flood Authorities: LCC and NCC; and 
4.24.3 Highway Authorities: LCC and NCC. 



4.25 Secondary consents, such as those outlined above, are not considered to be impediments 
to the Project as required permissions are being tracked on an on-going basis and are 
being recorded throughout the lifecycle of the Project. For example, such consents were 
secured in relation to Outage 1: Stoke Bardolph to Ratcliffe-on-Soar for the undertaking of 
reconductoring works and associated activities along the eastern section of the route, 
including underground cable replacement works within Ratcliffe-on-Soar Substation.  
Consideration of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 



4.26 Notwithstanding that certain elements within the Project works are either considered to not 
be 'development' requiring planning permission or are to be consented pursuant to NGET 
permitted development rights, NGET has undertaken a proportionate review of the 
potential environmental impacts associated with the works. The review complied with the 
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 ("the 
EIA Regulations") (CD, A13) and The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017 (CD, A14). Further, the output of this 
review confirmed that permitted development rights are available and are not precluded by 
virtue of the Project being EIA development, as explained above. 



4.27 The review of the potential environmental impacts associated with the works considered an 
area comprising the main OHL routes connecting High Marnham, West Burton, Staythorpe, 
Cottam, Ratcliffe-on-Soar, and Stoke Bardolph, including substations and adjoining land 
needed for access and construction. The adopted methodology involved pre-outage 
enabling works, followed by planned outage periods for cable and OHL replacement. The 
process included exposing existing assets, removing redundant infrastructure, installing 
new structural and electrical components, and conducting testing and commissioning 
before circuits return to service. 



4.28 NGET’s review had regard to the standard environmental topics / receptor types broadly 
reflecting Schedule 4 of the EIA Regulations and established UK practice. These topics 
typically include inter alia ‘population and human health’; ‘biodiversity’; ‘air quality’; ‘climate 
change’; ‘noise and vibration’; ‘landscape and visual effects’; traffic and transport’; 
‘cumulative effects’. 
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4.29 Having reviewed the potential impacts, mitigation and any reasonably anticipated residual 
effects it is considered that the Project is not reasonably anticipated to give rise to 
significant environmental effects for the purposes of the EIA Regulations.  



4.30 The works are largely confined to existing operational assets and land, are temporary and 
localised during construction, and, where minor effects could arise (e.g. ecology, noise, 
dust, traffic, public right of way disruption, and water environment), these are capable of 
being avoided or reduced to negligible levels through established management measures. 
Conclusion on consenting 



4.31 Based on the above, it is my professional view that there are no planning or permitting 
impediments which would prevent the successful implementation of the Project works. 



5. RESPONSE TO OBJECTIONS 
As set out above, given that there have been no objections regarding the overall approach 
to consenting in respect of this Project, I have not provided a response to any objections to 
the Project on this basis. The responses to objections are provided in the statements of Ms 
Evans (NGET/LE/1), Mr Harper (NGET/DH/1) and Mr Kirby (NGET/WK/1). 



6. CONCLUSIONS 
6.1 As my Statement of Evidence has demonstrated, there is planning policy support for the 



Project within the NPSs, the NPPF and local development plan policy and the key benefits 
that will arise from the Project are in accordance with the NPS EN-1 and EN-5.  



6.2 Many aspects of the Project are considered not to be 'development' requiring planning 
permission under TCPA. Where consent is required, consent for the Project is in place as 
Project works are consented pursuant to NGET’s permitted development rights under the 
GPDO.  



6.3 No objections received have challenged the consenting approach or planning policy 
support for the Project. It is my professional view that there are no planning or permitting 
impediments which would prevent the successful implementation of the Project works as 
the works can be undertaken under permitted development rights. In my view, there are no 
physical or legal impediments to the delivery of the Project. 



7. DECLARATION 
This statement of evidence has been prepared and provided for this inquiry and given in 
accordance with the guidance of the Royal Town Planning Institute. I confirm that the 
opinions expressed are my true and professional opinions. 
 



 
 



Paul Jarvis 
24 July 2026 








			1. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE


			1.1 My name is Paul Jarvis. I am a Chartered Town Planner with a degree BSC (Hons) in Town and Regional Planning from the University of Dundee.


			1.2 I am the Infrastructure Planning Service Line Director for WSP responsible for Operational and People Leadership, undertaking Project Director/Planning lead roles on major projects and leading a range of infrastructure planning projects. I regular...


			1.3 I have worked as a town planner for thirty-two years and have been a member of the Royal Town Planning Institute (MRTPI) for thirty years. I have wide experience in managing the submission of applications for major projects on behalf of public and...


			1.4 In my role supporting National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") I am responsible for providing consenting advice in relation to the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar refurbishment project (the "Project") and various other projects includi...





			2. INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF EVIDENCE


			2.1 The structure of my statement of evidence is set out in paragraph 2.3 below.


			2.2 In broad terms, my statement will explain the consenting position of the Project, including detail of the consenting position and the proposed approach in respect of obtaining secondary consents as the Project transitions to delivery. My statement...


			2.3 The description of the Project, the need for the development and the consideration of alternatives in developing the detailed proposals for the Project are set out in the Statement of Evidence of Ms Evans (NGET/LE/1). In light of this, my statemen...


			2.3.1 Section 3 provides an overview of the planning policy support for the Project;


			2.3.2 Section 4 provides a summary of the overarching consents strategy and review of the planning position;


			2.3.3 Section 5 provides a response to Objections; and


			2.3.4 Section 6 sets out my conclusions.





			2.4 References in my evidence to the core documents are made by the abbreviation, for example, "(CD, CXX)". The evidence of other witnesses is referred to by the name of the author.





			3. PLANNING POLICY SUPPORT FOR THE PROJECT


			3.1 The Project is supported at all levels of planning policy. In this section, I describe the principal national and local planning policies of relevance to the Project and explain how they provide support for it. I begin by dealing with the policies...


			3.2 The UK Government recognises the importance and urgency of new energy developments and has published a series of National Policy Statements ("NPS") which set out national policy for the delivery of NSIPs, recognising that providing affordable, rel...


			3.3 The NPSs provide the policy framework within which applications for NSIPs are required to be determined. However, those policies are explicitly recognised within the NPSs as being potentially material considerations in respect of other development...


			3.4 For the Project, the overarching NPS for Energy ("NPS EN-1" December 2025 (CD, B01)), and the NPS for Electricity Networks Infrastructure ("NPS EN-5" December 2025 (CD, B02)), are considered to be material considerations as they relate to the form...


			3.5 NPS EN-1 sets out the Government's policy for delivery of major energy infrastructure. NPS EN-1 sets out the concept of critical national priority ("CNP") infrastructure (paragraph 4.2) which includes low-carbon infrastructure defined as (amongst ...


			3.6 The weight to be attached to CNP infrastructure is significant. The need case of CNP will outweigh residual effects in "all but the most exceptional cases" (paragraph 4.2.28).


			3.7 Paragraph 2.1.2 recognises that:


			3.8 Paragraph 2.4.1 notes that, given the vital role of energy to economic prosperity and social well-being, it is important that our supplies of energy remain secure, reliable and affordable and paragraph 3.3.3 sets out the need for new nationally si...


			3.9 Paragraph 3.3.67 states that existing transmission infrastructure must adapt and evolve to cope with the reality that in the transition to net zero, the electricity system will grow in scale, dispersion, variety and complexity. This means that wor...


			3.10 Paragraph 3.3.80 recognises that:


			3.11 It is therefore clear that NPS EN-1 establishes that secure, reliable and affordable energy supply is critical to the UK economy and society. It identifies low carbon energy infrastructure, including network reinforcement such as the Project, as ...


			3.12 NPS EN-5 is the NPS for electricity networks infrastructure and was developed to provide policy direction on the development of new electricity networks.


			3.13 NPS EN-5 reinforces the importance of a robust transmission system to enable new generation, storage, and interconnection in paragraph 1.1.1. It confirms that meeting Clean Power 2030 (CD, B15) and net zero targets depends on expanding and upgrad...


			3.14 Paragraph 1.1.6 states that:


			3.15 Paragraphs 2.1.4 and 2.1.5 also recognise that:


			3.16 NPS EN-5 provides strong national policy support for electricity network reinforcement, such as the Project, by recognising the critical role of transmission and distribution infrastructure in delivering energy security, Clean Power 2030 and net ...


			3.17 The NPPF (CD, B10) is also material to, and demonstrates national policy support for, the Project. In particular, the NPPF sets out a presumption in favour of sustainable development.


			3.18 In this context it emphasises three overarching objectives (Paragraph 8):


			3.19 The Project is essential energy infrastructure which will assist in the delivery of a low carbon economy and therefore accords with each of these three objectives.


			3.20 Section 14 of the NPPF (meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change) also sets out a number of core planning principles that should underpin decision making. In particular paragraph 161 states:


			3.21 Government is proposing to update the current NPPF. The Consultation Draft NPPF (CD, B19, December 2025) contains a specific new development plan and decision-making policies for energy including electricity network infrastructure. The most relev...


			3.22 The Project will assist in the delivery of a low carbon economy and the transition to net zero and the NPPF therefore provides strong policy support for the Project as outlined above.


			3.23 The Project is located within the counties of Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire, with the overhead line ("OHL") route passing through the jurisdictions of Bassetlaw, West Lindsey District Council, Newark and Sherwood District Council, Gedling Boro...


			3.24 Together, the adopted and emerging development plan documents of these authorities provide the local policy context.


			3.25 As the Project includes the refurbishment of existing 400 kV single circuits and associated works and are either considered to not be ‘development’ requiring planning permission or are consented pursuant to NGET permitted development rights (see ...


			3.26 The adopted development plan for Bassetlaw is the Bassetlaw Local Plan 2020-2038 (adopted May 2024 – "BLP", CD, B20). The BLP guides the location and delivery of development, allocates land for housing, employment and supporting infrastructure, a...


			3.27 Policy ST49 ‘Renewable Energy Generation’ supports zero carbon and low carbon renewable energy development, including community energy schemes, where impacts on landscape, natural and heritage assets, amenity, highway safety and other environment...


			3.28 Policy ST56 ‘Provision and Delivery of Infrastructure’ seeks the timely provision of physical, social and green/blue infrastructure.


			3.29 In the context of the above polices, the refurbishment work of the Project does not introduce new built form or permanent land use change and so are consistent with ST33 and 35. The Project works otherwise clearly align with the relevant policy p...


			3.30 The adopted development plan for West Lindsey is the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (adopted April 2023 – "CLLP", CD, B22). The CCLP seeks to balance economic growth with the conservation of landscape, biodiversity, heritage and community assets...


			3.31 Policy S1 ‘The Spatial Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy’ emphasises delivering sustainable growth through the provision of the infrastructure, facilities and services necessary to support communities, economic development and future growth acros...


			3.32 Policy S14 ‘Renewable Energy’ supports the transition to a net-zero carbon future by encouraging investment in renewable energy and associated energy infrastructure, including wider transformation infrastructure. Policy S16 ‘Wider Energy Infrastr...


			3.33 Policy S53 ‘Design and Amenity’ promotes high-quality, sustainable development that responds positively to local character, landscape and heritage, protects important views and natural features, supports biodiversity, ensures compatibility with s...


			3.34 The policy framework above illustrates the Local Plan’s strategic emphasis on the transition to a net-zero carbon future by encouraging investment in renewable energy and associated energy infrastructure. The refurbishment works ensure that essen...


			3.35 The adopted plan for Newark and Sherwood District Council is the Newark and Sherwood Amended Core Strategy (adopted 2019 – "NSCS", CD, B23). The NSCS sets out the vision, spatial strategy and policy approach for managing housing, employment, infr...


			3.36 Spatial Policy 2 ‘Spatial Distribution of Growth’ supports infrastructure provision required to facilitate sustainable growth, economic development and service provision across the district.


			3.37 Core Policy 10 ‘Climate Change’ seeks to reduce carbon emissions by efficient use of resources, low-carbon infrastructure, renewable energy generation and effective flood risk management while ensuring new development contributes towards climate ...


			3.38 Taken together, these and other strategic policies illustrate NSDC’s recognition of the importance of low-carbon infrastructure and the provision of appropriate infrastructure to facilitate sustainable growth. The Project works clearly align with...


			3.39 GBC adopted its Aligned Core Strategy ("ACS", CD, B24) (Part 1 Local Plan) in September 2014. The document sets out the strategic policy direction for future development in Gedling Borough by planning for new homes, jobs and infrastructure. GBC’s...


			3.40 ACS Policy A ‘Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development’ promotes sustainable development by supporting proposals that deliver economic, social, and environmental benefits and ensures applications that comply with Local Plan and Neighbourh...


			3.41 The policy framework above illustrates GBC’s strategic emphasis on adapting to climate change and maximising existing infrastructure. The refurbishment works ensure that essential infrastructure remains viable, sustainable and fit for purpose, an...


			3.42 RBC’s Local Plan is a two-part document comprising The Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 1: Core Strategy ("RBCCS") (Adopted December 2014, CD, B26) which provides the strategic approach to development and identifies main strategic sites. RBC’s Local Pl...


			3.43 RBCCS Policy 1 ‘Sustainable Development’ promotes sustainable development by supporting proposals that deliver economic, social, and environmental benefits. Policy 2 ‘Climate Change’ expects development to mitigate against and adapt to climate ch...


			3.44 The Project works clearly align with the policy principles set out in RBCs Local Plan.


			3.45 The new Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Waste Local Plan (adopted September 2025, CD, B28) forms the land use planning strategy for waste development within the County up to 2038. Policy SP1 ‘Waste prevention and re-use’ states that all new develo...


			3.46 The Lincolnshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (adopted July 2024 - "LMWLP", CD, B29) supports sustainable development and promotes a proactive approach to approving proposals that deliver economic, social and environmental benefits (Policy DM1: ...


			3.47 Given that the refurbishment works form part of the ongoing maintenance and enhancement of electricity transmission infrastructure within this strategic context, I consider that the Project works are consistent with the relevant NCC and LCC plans...


			3.48 In summary, the urgent need for renewable energy infrastructure and an improved electricity transmission network to address the causes of climate change is acknowledged at both local and national level, and the Project accords with these policy i...


			3.49 Notwithstanding that the Project is permissible under permitted development rights (see section 4 below), or otherwise does not require planning permission (see section 4 below), the preceding planning policy section makes clear that, even if exp...


			3.50 The above national and local policy also provides support for and are aligned with the key benefits that will arise from the Project, which are:


			3.50.1 Meeting energy demand and customer connection requirements;


			3.50.2 Transitioning to net zero/low carbon economy;


			3.50.3 Providing critical network reinforcement; and


			3.50.4 Energy security/reliability of supply.





			3.51 These Project benefits are described more fully in the statement of Ms Evans (NGET/LE/1).





			4. OVERARCHING CONSENTS STRATEGY


			4.1 In this section, I describe the planning position relevant to the Project, starting with the overall consenting strategy, explaining why no express permission is required in respect of it, and explaining the position in respect of environmental im...


			4.2 NGET’s position (which has not been challenged by any objector to the CPO) is that the component parts of the Project either:


			4.2.1 Do not comprise development within the meaning of section 55 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 ("TCPA") (CD, A06); or


			4.2.2 fall within the scope of the permitted development rights under the GPDO.





			4.3 In respect of the first point, section 57(1) of the TCPA states that planning permission is required for the carrying out on land of any development. Development is defined within section 55(1) of the TCPA as the "carrying out of building, enginee...


			4.4 The majority of the Project works fall within the descriptions given in section 55(2) including:


			4.4.1 The refurbishment of the OHLs;


			4.4.2 The repair of OHL accessories; and


			4.4.3 Gantry refurbishment.





			4.5 In addition to the above, planning permission can also be granted by the GPDO which is, in effect, a national grant of planning. The GPDO provides deemed planning permission for certain developments (providing the relevant exceptions, limitations ...


			4.6 Permitted development rights cannot be relied upon where development Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA") development. As set out at paragraphs 4.26 to 4.30 below, the Project is not deemed to be EIA development; as such, Article 3 of the GPDO ...


			4.7 The rights relied upon by National Grid (other than those rights relied upon for temporary construction compounds – see paragraphs 4.11 – 4.13 – and for the construction of a means of access to a highway – see paragraphs 4.14 to 4.16) are within S...


			4.8 Alongside development which is permitted as outlined at paragraph 4.7 above, the GPDO also identifies circumstances in which development does not benefit from these permitted development rights.  Development which is not permitted by Class B is (s...


			4.9 The above exclusions relating to the use of Class B of the GPDO have been considered and do not apply in respect of the Project works.


			4.10 Class B(a) would therefore permit the following elements of the Project works:


			4.10.1 Replacement of underground electric cables


			4.10.2 Replacement and / or refurbishment of any foundations and components of towers; and


			4.10.3 Extension and replacement of existing cable sealing end compound fencing to allow for additional switch gear and additional space required for new, taller Cable Sealing End terminations and new gantries.





			4.11 The need for temporary construction compounds is permitted development under the GPDO, Schedule 2, Part 4, Class A by reason of their siting being within or adjoining to the land where the Project works are proposed to take place.


			4.12 Class A permits "The provision on land or building buildings, moveable structures, works, plants or machinery required temporarily in connection with and for the duration of operations being or to be carries out on, in, under or over that land or...


			4.13 There are no mining operations proposed within the Project. The construction compounds and associated structures will be removed following construction works and the contractor will reinstate the land, to the condition it was before the developme...


			4.14 The construction of a means of an access to a highway is deemed to be permitted development under the GPDO, Schedule 2, Part 2, Class B.


			4.15 Schedule 2, Part 2, Class B of the GPDO permits the following as permitted development:


			4.16 There are no new accesses proposed to be constructed onto a trunk road or classified road – therefore permitted development can be relied upon by NGET for such works.


			4.17 Consideration has also been given to the point that the permitted development rights under Schedule 2, Part 15, Class B(a) of the GPDO, cannot be relied upon where section 37(1) of the Electricity Act 1989 ("EA 1989") applies (CD, A04). Section 3...


			4.18 NGET has therefore also considered whether any of the works proposed as part of the Project require separate consent under section 37 of the EA 1989.


			4.19 I am advised that section 37 of the EA 1989 establishes the requirement for consent to install or keep installed an electric line above ground. Electric line means any line used for carrying electricity and includes "any structure, pole or other ...


			4.20 As the Project involves reconductoring the existing OHL infrastructure, it is considered that the following exemption under Regulation 3(1)(e) of the Exemption Regulations would apply to this Project (as the OHLs are not within a European Site or...


			4.21 In summary, the Project will rely upon Permitted Development rights in the GPDO or section 55 2(c) TCPA to enable the works to take place.


			4.22 Separately, secondary consents may also be required depending on the location of elements of the works and environmental constraints. They are currently anticipated to comprise such consents as outlined in paragraph 4.23 below. These may include ...


			4.22.1 Natural England;


			4.22.2 Environment Agency / Lead Local Flood Authority;


			4.22.3 Highways Authorities;


			4.22.4 Network Rail; and


			4.22.5 Utilities providers.





			4.23 The timing and applicability of certain secondary consents – such as Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders; Basic Asset Protection Agreements; Protected Species Licences and Risk Activity Permits - may also be influenced by the sequencing of works ...


			4.24 Secondary consents may also be required from the following, subject to the location and nature of works:


			4.24.1 Local Planning Authorities: WLDC, NSDC, GBD and RBC;


			4.24.2 Lead Local Flood Authorities: LCC and NCC; and


			4.24.3 Highway Authorities: LCC and NCC.





			4.25 Secondary consents, such as those outlined above, are not considered to be impediments to the Project as required permissions are being tracked on an on-going basis and are being recorded throughout the lifecycle of the Project. For example, such...


			4.26 Notwithstanding that certain elements within the Project works are either considered to not be 'development' requiring planning permission or are to be consented pursuant to NGET permitted development rights, NGET has undertaken a proportionate r...


			4.27 The review of the potential environmental impacts associated with the works considered an area comprising the main OHL routes connecting High Marnham, West Burton, Staythorpe, Cottam, Ratcliffe-on-Soar, and Stoke Bardolph, including substations a...


			4.28 NGET’s review had regard to the standard environmental topics / receptor types broadly reflecting Schedule 4 of the EIA Regulations and established UK practice. These topics typically include inter alia ‘population and human health’; ‘biodiversit...


			4.29 Having reviewed the potential impacts, mitigation and any reasonably anticipated residual effects it is considered that the Project is not reasonably anticipated to give rise to significant environmental effects for the purposes of the EIA Regula...


			4.30 The works are largely confined to existing operational assets and land, are temporary and localised during construction, and, where minor effects could arise (e.g. ecology, noise, dust, traffic, public right of way disruption, and water environme...


			4.31 Based on the above, it is my professional view that there are no planning or permitting impediments which would prevent the successful implementation of the Project works.





			5. response TO OBJECTIONS


			6. CONCLUSIONS


			6.1 As my Statement of Evidence has demonstrated, there is planning policy support for the Project within the NPSs, the NPPF and local development plan policy and the key benefits that will arise from the Project are in accordance with the NPS EN-1 an...


			6.2 Many aspects of the Project are considered not to be 'development' requiring planning permission under TCPA. Where consent is required, consent for the Project is in place as Project works are consented pursuant to NGET’s permitted development rig...


			6.3 No objections received have challenged the consenting approach or planning policy support for the Project. It is my professional view that there are no planning or permitting impediments which would prevent the successful implementation of the Pro...





			7. DECLARATION


			Paul Jarvis


			24 July 2026
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1. SUMMARY OF STATEMENT 
1.1 I was instructed by National Grid Electricity Transmission plc to provide town planning 



advice in relation to the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar refurbishment project and am 
giving evidence on behalf of NGET in respect of the planning and consenting matters 
relevant to the Order. I am a Chartered Town Planner and the Infrastructure Planning 
Service Line Director for WSP. I have worked as a town planner for thirty-two years and 
have been a member of the Royal Town Planning Institute for thirty years. 



1.2 The purpose of the Project is to enable the refurbishment of existing 400 kV overhead line 
circuits and associated infrastructure between West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar. The 
Project includes the refurbishment of overhead lines, repair of overhead line accessories, 
gantry refurbishment, replacement of underground electric cables, and replacement and/or 
refurbishment of tower foundations and components, together with associated temporary 
construction compounds and access. 



1.3 The Project is supported at all levels of planning policy. The NPS for Energy (NPS EN-1) 
and the NPS for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (NPS EN-5) identify low carbon energy 
infrastructure, including network reinforcement such as the Project, as critical national 
priority infrastructure. NPS EN-1 establishes that secure, reliable and affordable energy 
supply is critical to the UK economy and society, and that the need case for critical national 
priority infrastructure will outweigh residual effects in all but the most exceptional cases. 
NPS EN-5 provides strong national policy support for electricity network reinforcement by 
recognising the critical role of transmission infrastructure in delivering energy security, 
Clean Power 2030 and Net Zero objectives. 



1.4 The National Planning Policy Framework also provides policy support for the Project, 
setting out a presumption in favour of sustainable development and supporting the 
transition to net zero by 2050. Local development plan policies across the relevant local 
planning authority areas of Bassetlaw, West Lindsey, Newark and Sherwood, Gedling and 
Rushcliffe similarly support the provision of low-carbon and renewable energy 
infrastructure and the maintenance and enhancement of essential infrastructure. 



1.5 The key benefits that will arise from the Project include: meeting energy demand and 
customer connection requirements; transitioning to a net zero/low carbon economy; 
providing critical network reinforcement; and ensuring energy security and reliability of 
supply which are also supported and aligned with local and national policy.  



1.6 NGET's position is that the component parts of the Project either do not comprise 
development within the meaning of section 55 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, 
or fall within the scope of the permitted development rights under the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015. No objector to the CPO 
has challenged this position. 



1.7 The majority of the Project works, including the refurbishment of the overhead lines, the 
repair of overhead line accessories and gantry refurbishment, fall within section 55(2)(c) of 
the TCPA and accordingly do not constitute development requiring planning permission. 



1.8 Where the Project works do constitute development, they are permitted development (PD) 
under the GPDO. The principal PD rights relied upon are Schedule 2, Part 15, Class B; 
Schedule 2, Part 4, Class A; and Schedule 2, Part 2, Class B. The exclusions to these 
permitted development rights have been considered and do not apply in respect of the 
Project works. 



1.9 Consideration has also been given to whether any of the Project works require consent 
under section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. As the Project involves reconductoring existing 
overhead line infrastructure, the exemption under Regulation 3(1)(e) of the Overhead Lines 
(Exemption) (England and Wales) Regulations 2009 applies, and no section 37 consent is 
required. 



1.10 NGET has undertaken a proportionate review of the potential environmental impacts 
associated with the Project works. The review confirmed that the Project is not 
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Environmental Impact Assessment development for the purposes of the Town and Country 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 or The Electricity Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017. As such, PD 
rights are not precluded. 



1.11 Secondary consents may also be required depending on the location of elements of the 
works and environmental constraints. These are not considered to be impediments to the 
Project as required permissions are being tracked on an ongoing basis and are being 
recorded throughout the lifecycle of the Project. 



1.12 As set out above, given that there have been no objections regarding the overall approach 
to consenting in respect of this Project, I have not provided a response to any objections to 
the Project on this basis. The responses to objections are provided in the statements of 
Ms Evans, Mr Harper and Mr Kirby.  



2. CONCLUSION 
2.1 As my Statement of Evidence has demonstrated, there is planning policy support for the 



Project within the NPSs, the NPPF and local development plan policy and the key benefits 
that will arise from the Project are in accordance with the NPS EN-1 and EN-5. 



2.2 Many aspects of the Project are considered not to be 'development' requiring planning 
permission under TCPA. Where consent is required, consent for the Project is in place as 
Project works are consented pursuant to NGET’s PD rights under the GPDO.  



2.3 No objections received have challenged the consenting approach or planning policy 
support for the Project. It is my professional view that there are no planning or permitting 
impediments which would prevent the successful implementation of the Project works as 
the works can be undertaken under permitted development rights. In my view, there are no 
physical or legal impediments to the delivery of the project. 



3. DECLARATION 
3.1 I confirm that the evidence prepared for this Inquiry and contained within this statement of 



evidence are my true and professional opinions. I confirm that I have understood and 
complied with my duty to the Inquiry as an Expert Witness and have provided my evidence 
impartially and objectively. I confirm that I have no conflicts of interest. 



 
Paul Jarvis 



 
 



24 July 2026 








			1. SUMMARY of statement


			1.1 I was instructed by National Grid Electricity Transmission plc to provide town planning advice in relation to the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar refurbishment project and am giving evidence on behalf of NGET in respect of the planning and consen...


			1.2 The purpose of the Project is to enable the refurbishment of existing 400 kV overhead line circuits and associated infrastructure between West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar. The Project includes the refurbishment of overhead lines, repair of overhe...


			1.3 The Project is supported at all levels of planning policy. The NPS for Energy (NPS EN-1) and the NPS for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (NPS EN-5) identify low carbon energy infrastructure, including network reinforcement such as the Project,...


			1.4 The National Planning Policy Framework also provides policy support for the Project, setting out a presumption in favour of sustainable development and supporting the transition to net zero by 2050. Local development plan policies across the relev...


			1.5 The key benefits that will arise from the Project include: meeting energy demand and customer connection requirements; transitioning to a net zero/low carbon economy; providing critical network reinforcement; and ensuring energy security and relia...


			1.6 NGET's position is that the component parts of the Project either do not comprise development within the meaning of section 55 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, or fall within the scope of the permitted development rights under the Town a...


			1.7 The majority of the Project works, including the refurbishment of the overhead lines, the repair of overhead line accessories and gantry refurbishment, fall within section 55(2)(c) of the TCPA and accordingly do not constitute development requirin...


			1.8 Where the Project works do constitute development, they are permitted development (PD) under the GPDO. The principal PD rights relied upon are Schedule 2, Part 15, Class B; Schedule 2, Part 4, Class A; and Schedule 2, Part 2, Class B. The exclusio...


			1.9 Consideration has also been given to whether any of the Project works require consent under section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. As the Project involves reconductoring existing overhead line infrastructure, the exemption under Regulation 3(1)(e...


			1.10 NGET has undertaken a proportionate review of the potential environmental impacts associated with the Project works. The review confirmed that the Project is not Environmental Impact Assessment development for the purposes of the Town and Country...


			1.11 Secondary consents may also be required depending on the location of elements of the works and environmental constraints. These are not considered to be impediments to the Project as required permissions are being tracked on an ongoing basis and ...


			1.12 As set out above, given that there have been no objections regarding the overall approach to consenting in respect of this Project, I have not provided a response to any objections to the Project on this basis. The responses to objections are pro...





			2. CONCLUSION


			2.1 As my Statement of Evidence has demonstrated, there is planning policy support for the Project within the NPSs, the NPPF and local development plan policy and the key benefits that will arise from the Project are in accordance with the NPS EN-1 an...


			2.2 Many aspects of the Project are considered not to be 'development' requiring planning permission under TCPA. Where consent is required, consent for the Project is in place as Project works are consented pursuant to NGET’s PD rights under the GPDO.


			2.3 No objections received have challenged the consenting approach or planning policy support for the Project. It is my professional view that there are no planning or permitting impediments which would prevent the successful implementation of the Pro...





			3. DECLARATION


			3.1 I confirm that the evidence prepared for this Inquiry and contained within this statement of evidence are my true and professional opinions. I confirm that I have understood and complied with my duty to the Inquiry as an Expert Witness and have pr...












NGET - SoE/F07-William Kirby-Statement of Evidence-NGET-WK-1.pdf




NGET/WK/1 



GBR01/128727722_1  



 
 
 



ENGINEERING EVIDENCE 
 
 
 



24 JULY 2026 
 



THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO RATCLIFFE-
ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) 
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026 



 
 



STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE 



 
 



WILLIAM KIRBY 
SENIOR DESIGN ENGINEER (OHL ENGINEERING) 



LSTC GROUP 











NGET/WK/1 



GBR01/128727722_1 1 



1. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
1.1 This is an Engineering Statement prepared by William Kirby of LSTC Group. LSTC joined 



the West Burton to Ratcliffe on Soar Refurbishment Project (the "Project") in April 2026 to 
support National Grid in securing the National Grid Electricity Transmission (West Burton to 
Ratcliffe on Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (the "Order"), 
providing Engineering advice in relation to the use of the land within the Order ("Order 
Land") for the Project works and through partaking in discussions with objectors with a 
view to resolving outstanding issues.  



1.2 I am a Senior Design Engineer within the Overhead Line ("OHL") Engineering team at 
LSTC Group. I joined LSTC Group in January 2021 and have worked on a variety of 
transmission and distribution projects covering new and existing assets.  



1.3 Prior to my current employment at LSTC Group, I obtained a BEng (Hons) in Mechanical 
Engineering from the Newcastle University. I initially joined Royal IHC as graduate 
mechanical engineer, where I gained experience designing offshore pipelaying vessels.  
I then joined LSTC Group as a graduate OHL engineer and have been promoted twice to 
my current position of a Senior OHL Design Engineer as of August 2026. 



1.4 My specific responsibilities within the Engineering team at LSTC Group involve: 
1.4.1 Route Design: Undertaking permanent and temporary route optioneering studies 



to identify the most suitable engineering solutions. Optimisation of alignments 
using PLS-CADD software. 



1.4.2 Structural Validation: Assessing steelwork and foundation utilisation to ensure 
structural integrity and compliance with design requirements. 



1.4.3 Clearance Assessments and Reporting: Producing clearance reports and 
verifying compliance with statutory and project-specific requirements. 



1.4.4 Standards Compliance: Ensuring designs adhere to relevant industry standards, 
regulations, and client specifications. 



1.4.5 Alignment Development and Change Control: Providing technical input for route 
alignment development and supporting the management of design changes 
through formal change-control processes. 



1.4.6 Stakeholder Engagement: Working alongside clients and key stakeholders to 
justify design and land take. 



1.4.7 Feasibility Studies: Preparing technical feasibility reports. 
1.4.8 Schedule Production: Developing and maintaining pylon schedules, stringing 



schedules, and material quantity schedules to support project delivery. 
1.5 Projects that I have been involved in are diverse and have given me a wide range of 



experience (including nationally significant infrastructure projects) across England: 
1.5.1 Norwich to Tilbury National Grid DCO Front-End Engineering Design ("FEED") – 



159km new 400kV connections 
1.5.2 Grimsby to Walpole National Grid DCO FEED – 145km new 400kV connections 
1.5.3 Yorkshire GREEN National Grid DCO FEED – 7km new 275kV/400kV & 32km 



uprating 
1.5.4 Hogwood Garden Village SSE -– 132kV underground cable section 
1.5.5 DD79 SSE 132kV Solar Farm point of connection 



2. INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 
2.1 The structure of this statement of evidence is set out in paragraph 2.3 below. 
2.2 In broad terms this statement will briefly explain the engineering scope of the Project and 



focus on the engineering matters raised by objectors.  
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2.3 This statement of evidence is structured as follows: 
2.3.1 Section 3 provides a description of the Project;  
2.3.2 Section 4 summarises consideration of remaining objections relevant to my 



engineering expertise; and   
2.3.3 Section 5 sets out the conclusions. 



2.4 References in my evidence to the core documents are made by the abbreviation, for 
example, "(CD, CXX)". The evidence of other witnesses is referred to by the name of the 
author. 



3. DESCRIPTION OF THE WEST BURTON TO RACTLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT 
PROJECT 



3.1 The Project is as described in the Statement of Evidence of Ms Evans (NGET/LE/1). 
3.2 Across the sections of the Project a variety of works are proposed as follows: 



3.2.1 Where reconductoring works are being undertaken, this may include: 
replacement of all conductors, fittings, insulators and associated pylon furniture; 
and replacement of existing earthwires, downleads and down droppers. 



3.2.2 Where pylon works are being undertaken, this may include: steelwork 
refurbishment and replacement; further refurbishment works including the repair 
or replacement of the anti-climbing devices and other accessories such as 
property plates; muffs (concrete caps) and foundation refurbishment; and 
protection and control settings to be changed where necessary. 



3.2.3 Where maintenance works are being undertaken, this encompasses asset 
health inspections including pylon and crossing protection access. Examples of 
the type of maintenance that would be required to be undertaken include the 
repairing of existing cables/overhead lines and accessories such as earth 
tape/property plates. 



3.2.4 Where cable works are being undertaken, this may include: the construction, 
laying, placing, retention, operation, protection, maintenance, surveying, testing, 
repair, replacement, alteration, commissioning, removal and decommissioning of 
the underground electric cables and associated infrastructure. Extension and 
replacement of existing cable sealing end compound fencing; new Cable Sealing 
End terminations and new Gantries; and installation of new switchgear in the form 
of new Earth switches, surge arrestors and post insulators. 



3.2.5 Where enabling works are being undertaken, this may include: construction 
compounds, access, vegetation clearance, utility mitigation and crossing 
protection equipment, where required for to enable the scope of the site-specific 
works. 



3.3 In terms of the requirement for the Order Land in order to undertake the above works, this 
is underpinned by engineering input from NGET.  NGET has considerable experience in 
undertaking works of this nature, and that experience has informed the extent of the Order 
Land. No objector has taken issue with the overall engineering approach to the proposed 
works and overall land take (in limited instances where issues related to land take at 
specific properties are raised, this is dealt with in the Statement of Evidence of Mr Harper 
(NGET/DH/1)). The general approach to the Order Land required for the above types of 
works is set out below.  



3.4 The general approach to Order Land required for OHL works is: 
3.4.1 OHL swathe either side of the conductor centreline, to provide a work area to 



enable in-line construction and maintenance of conductors with sufficient work 
area and access for conductors to be lowered to the ground if required. The 
swathe allowed for within the Order Land is typically 50m to allow for a sufficient 
access and rights to cover conductors under blown out swung conditions, under a 
variety of factors including span length and pylon type.  
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3.4.2 Pylon work areas, to allow for all works on the tower and cross-arms to be 
carried out, as well as space for vehicles, access, plant, equipment, welfare and 
demarcation of safe zones. These typically involve trackway over all or part of the 
area, depending on the specific works taking place at a given location. The work 
areas are typically a 50x50m around the pylon centre and generally sit within the 
OHL conductor swathe.  



3.4.3 Stringing areas are typically bow-tie shaped areas to allow stringing of new 
conductor for each circuit at appropriate angle pylons locations, shown in 
Figure 1. These areas are designed to allow for the planned and future 
reconductoring works. At typically two-times pylon height, these increased work 
areas provide sufficient space for positioning machinery and equipment behind 
the structures to achieve a safe pulling angle so as to not impose a strong 
downward force on the crossarms, as illustrated in Figure 2 below. This follows 
the requirements as set out in TGN (E) 275. 



 
Figure 1 - Example of stringing area allowance in Order Land1 



 
Figure 2 - Machinery associated with conductor pulling at stringing areas 



3.5 The general approach to the Order Land for underground cable ("UGC") work is: 
3.5.1 UGC Swathe for the purposes of, or incidental to, the construction, laying, 



placing, retention, use, operation, protection, maintenance, surveying, testing, 
repair, renewal, replacement, alteration, commissioning, removal and 
decommissioning of the underground electric cables and associated 



 
1 Source- Map referred to in the NGET (West Burton to Ratcliffe on Soar Refurbishment Project) Order 2026, 
sheet 38 











NGET/WK/1 



GBR01/128727722_1 4 



infrastructure. There are UGC swathes allowed for within the Order Land at West 
Burton substation and Cottam substation. 



3.6 The general approach to the Order Land for access is: 
3.6.1 Public highway connection, typically up to the highway boundary, including 



some sections of public highway where upgrade works are required. 
3.6.2 Access swathes provide appropriate access to each pylon structure, UGC 



section and crossing protection work areas. They typically comprise of 
interlocking panels subject to local ground conditions and requirements. This 
swathe is typically 5m, allowing for 3m of trackway panel, plus 1m either side for 
flexibility and obstacle passing safety. A 5m access swathe is suitable for the 
types of vehicles required for construction and future maintenance.  



3.6.3 Access routes have been devised using aerial imagery and observations from 
site visits. Prior to works commencing on site, detailed planning will take place 
which will include site visits to each pylon/ work location and landowner 
discussions.  



3.6.4 Passing places have been allowed for at a width of 10m to ensure safe transit of 
vehicles along the access routes without potential need for backing up long 
distances and/or onto the public highway and causing obstruction.  



3.7 The general approach to the Order Land for construction compounds is: 
3.7.1 Temporary construction compound sites to act as the key focal points for 



deliveries, materials storage, fuel storage, office space, meeting facilities and 
welfare facilities the Project delivery teams, depending on the nature of the works 
undertaken. Two compounds have been allowed for within the Order Land. 



3.7.2 Main site compounds would typically be 100 m x 100 m and consist of site 
offices, welfare facilities, parking and laydown areas.  Satellite site compounds 
would typically be 50 m x 50 m and serve as specific working areas to provide 
local welfare facilities for staff and points for delivery of materials. 



3.8 The general approach to the Order Land for crossing protection is: 
3.8.1 Scaffold areas that may be utilised where the overhead line crosses a road, 



railway line, utility or navigable watercourse, to protect the crossing during 
reconductoring or conductor maintenance work. Scaffolding would be placed on 
either side of the crossed feature with netting between the two structures. Each 
scaffold would be designed for the individual crossing that it would protect. 
typically 20 m deep to allow for construction of the scaffolding, stay wires and 
fencing, offset and parallel to the crossing at a width to protect both circuits, as 
shown in Figure 3.  











NGET/WK/1 



GBR01/128727722_1 5 



 
Figure 3 - Example of scaffold crossing protection 



3.8.2 Temporary road closures would be required to facilitate the erection 
and dismantling of the scaffold netting across the public highway. Alternative 
crossing protection methods such as Catenary Support Systems ("CSS") may be 
undertaken within the Order Land. 



3.9 The general approach to the Order Land to provide mitigation or protection for OHL assets 
is: 
3.9.1 Distribution Network Operator ("DNO") UGC swathe to allow for the removal 



of an existing asset and modification works of the remaining assets to enable the 
cable connection. Only one instance is included within the Order Land specifically 
at ZDF054 due to the nature of the crossing, proximity to the OHL, electrical 
clearance and lack of scaffolding area. 



3.9.2 All other existing DNO assets located beneath the OHL are expected to be 
undergrounded by the DNO operator, National Grid Electricity Distribution plc 
("NGED"), through any necessary consents required for these works and NGED 
is seeking voluntary agreements to undertake the works and to maintain the 
asset once it has been diverted. NGED have been contracted under an 
engineering, procurement and construction ("EPC") arrangement to deliver 
undergrounding works for their OHL network at intersecting points across the 
Project. As part of the EPC arrangement, NGET has agreed that NGED will 
deliver these works to enable NGET to carry out the OHL Works forming part of 
the Project.  
(A) In the event that the proposed undergrounding by NGED is unable to 



take place (for example due to land rights issues), there is optionality 
within the Order Land to allow erection of scaffolding or use of CSS to 
protect the asset during the works.  



(B) In the case of ZDF054, if a voluntary agreement cannot be reached 
between NGED and the landowner for these works and given that no 
alternative mechanical solution is feasible at this location, NGET has 
included the freehold land required for these works within the Order 
limits, to avoid any impediment to the delivery of the Project. As NGET 
cannot acquire land rights on behalf of another statutory undertaker such 
as NGED, NGET is seeking freehold acquisition of this area. This 
approach enables NGET to subsequently transfer the necessary rights to 
NGED once the freehold land has been acquired.  
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3.9.3 In the case of ZD027 to ZD031, and the potential ground deployed diversion of 
Vodafone fibre optic cables at this location, the Order includes rights to divert 
utilities to avoid any impediment to the delivery of the Project.   



4. CONSIDERATION OF REMAINING OBJECTIONS  
4.1 At the time of writing this Statement of Evidence, the following objections, that have 



relevance to the subject matter of this Statement, were not yet resolved. A number of these 
objectors have an interest in land in connection with existing, proposed or consented 
development. Where this applies, Table 1 below, identifies the relevant development, and 
denotes its planning status. These objections are then addressed further below. This 
Statement does not record the discussions with Objectors as to the interface between 
projects in detail, as much of the detailed design information shared with NGET as part of 
these discussions has been provided on a confidential basis.  



Table 1: Remaining Objections  



Objector ID Objector Linked development 



OBJ11 (formerly 
OBJ3 as in the 
Statement of 
Case, CD C08,) 



Chloe Francesca Gill Not directly related although linked to 
Great North Road Solar DCO 



OBJ13 (formerly 
OBJ4 as in the 
Statement of 
Case) 



Cottam Solar Project 
Limited  



Cottam Solar DCO (consented) 



OBJ23 (formerly 
OBJ6 as in the 
Statement of 
Case) 



EDF Power Solutions 
on behalf of Gate 
Burton Energy Park 
Limited 



Gate Burton Energy Park DCO 
(consented) 



OBJ19 (formerly 
OBJ7 as in the 
Statement of 
Case) 



Elements Geen Trent 
Limited 



Great North Road Solar DCO (proposed, 
not consented) 



OBJ9 (formerly 
OBJ17 as in the 
Statement of 
Case) 



Renewable Energy 
Systems Ltd 



Steeples Renewable Project DCO 
(proposed, not consented) 



OBJ18 RWE Generation Ltd S36- Staythorpe Power Station (existing, 
with proposed retrofit) 



OBJ20 Tillbridge Solar 
Limited 



Tillbridge Solar DCO (consented) 



OBJ22 (formerly 
OBJ21 as in the 
Statement of 
Case) 



Tribus Clean Energy 
Limited 



Trent BESS II (consented - Planning 
Application) 



OBJ14 (formerly 
OBJ22 as in the 
Statement of 
Case) 



West Burton Solar 
Project Limited 



West Burton Solar Project DCO 
(consented) 
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OBJ11 (formerly OBJ3 as in the Statement of Case) – Chloe Francesca Gill 
4.2 The Objector is concerned that the Order could have a serious adverse effect upon the use 



of the land for the Great North Road Solar Park ("GNR Solar Park"). 
4.2.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with the GNR Solar Park and 



NGET is in discussions with the promoters of the GNR Solar Park (Elements 
Green) in relation to the precise extent of the overlap between the two red line 
boundaries, the works to be undertaken including approximate programming, with 
a view to ensuring that any interface is appropriately managed and the projects 
can co-exist.  



4.2.2 Details of the interface between the Project and the GNR Solar Park are outlined 
in NGET’s response to OBJ19 (formerly OBJ7 as in the Statement of Case). 



OBJ13 (formerly OBJ4 as in the Statement of Case) – Cottam Solar Project Limited, 
Cottam Solar DCO 



4.3 The Objector is concerned about the potential impact of the Order upon the consented 
Cottam Solar Project. The Order land overlaps with the Cottam Solar Project red line 
boundary between the spans of towers ZDA222 and ZDA225, and ZDA226 and ZDA228A. 
Cottam Solar Project interacts with the following aspects of the Project; OHL swathe, pylon 
work area, UGC swathe, pylon stringing positions & access. 
4.3.1 NGET has engaged with the Objector in relation to the overlap of the Order land 



and Cottam Solar Project’s order limits and to discuss the works to be undertaken 
by both parties in those areas, including the likely timing of such works. NGET is 
working with the Objector to agree appropriate measures to ensure that the 
interface between the Order and the Cottam Solar DCO is appropriately managed 
(including any potentially overlapping onsite works) to allow co-existence, and 
that any impact upon the Cottam Solar Project is minimised. NGET consider the 
interactions to be limited, as the NGET works relate to existing assets which have 
been factored into the design of the Cottam Solar Project, with NGET's asset 
protection requirements secured via protective provisions within the Cottam Solar 
DCO. 



4.3.2 NGET considers that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction 
and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are 
currently negotiating. 



OBJ23 (formerly OBJ6 as in the Statement of Case) – EDF Power Solutions, Gate 
Burton Energy Park DCO 



4.4 The Objector is concerned regarding the potential impact of the Order on the Gate Burton 
Energy Park. The Order land overlaps in certain areas with the order limits of the Gate 
Burton Energy Park DCO. Gate Burton Energy Park interacts with following aspects of the 
Project; OHL swathe, pylon work area, UGC swathe, pylon stringing positions & access. 
4.4.1 NGET is engaging with the Objector as to the extent of the overlap between the 



Order land and the Gate Burton Energy Park’s order limits and to discuss the 
works to be undertaken by both parties in those areas, including likely timing of 
works in these areas. NGET is working with the Objector with a view to agreeing 
appropriate measures to ensure that the interface between the Order and the 
DCO is appropriately managed to allow co-existence (including in relation to the 
timing of onsite works) and that any impact upon the Gate Burton Energy Park is 
minimised. NGET anticipates these interactions being limited, as the works relate 
to existing assets which should have been accounted for in the design of the 
Gate Burton Energy Park, with NGET's asset protection requirements secured via 
protective provisions within the DCO. 



4.4.2 NGET considers that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction 
and cooperation are currently being negotiated. 











NGET/WK/1 



GBR01/128727722_1 8 



OBJ19 (formerly OBJ7 as in the Statement of Case) – Elements Green Trent Limited, 
Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park DCO 



4.5 The Objector is concerned about the potential conflict between the Project and the Great 
North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park (as above, "GNR Solar Park"). The Order land 
overlaps in certain areas with the proposed order limits of the GNR Solar Park. The GNR 
Solar Park interacts with following aspects of the Project; OHL swathe, pylon work area, 
UGC swathe, pylon stringing positions, crossing protection areas & access.  
4.5.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with the GNR Solar Park and 



NGET is engaging with the Objector in relation to the overlap and to discuss the 
works to be undertaken by both parties, including the likely timing of such works 
in the area of overlap, with a view to ensuring that any interface is appropriately 
managed and the projects can co-exist. This includes discussions as to how the 
parties will cooperate where temporary interactions may arise based on the 
timings of onsite works for both projects.  



4.5.2 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction 
and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are 
currently negotiating. 



OBJ9 (formerly OBJ17 as in the Statement of Case) – Renewable Energy Systems 
Ltd, Steeple Renewable Project DCO 



4.6 The Objector holds concerns regarding the potential implications of the Order for the 
Steeples Renewable Project, specifically: (a) a potential reduction in the area available for 
solar panel development; and (b) adverse impacts from construction traffic, compounds or 
access tracks within or near the proposed Steeple Renewable Project order limits. Steeple 
Renewable Project interacts with following aspects of the Project; OHL swathe, pylon work 
area, pylon stringing positions, UGC swathe & access.  
4.6.1 NGET is engaging with the Objector in relation to the area of overlap in order to 



ensure that the interface between the Order and the Steeple Renewables Project 
is appropriately managed and any impact upon the Steeple Renewables Project 
is minimised.  NGET anticipates these interactions being limited as the works 
relate to existing assets and is engaging with the Objector to agree appropriate 
measures to ensure that the interface between the Order and the proposed 
Steeple Renewable Project DCO is appropriately managed to allow co-existence 
(including in relation to the timing of onsite works). 



4.6.2 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction 
and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are 
currently negotiating. 



OBJ18 – RWE Generation Ltd, Staythorpe Power Station (existing power station, 
proposed retrofit) 



4.7 The Objector is concerned regarding the potential impact of the Order upon operation and 
maintenance of Staythorpe Power Station, and in particular the Objector’s interest in plot 
26-32. The Objector is concerned about the continued ability to access its apparatus at 
Staythorpe substation. The Objector also raises the potential for multiple interactions at 
Staythorpe substation arising from the GNR Solar Park. 
4.7.1 NGET does not consider that the Project will give rise to serious detriment to the 



carrying on of the Objector’s undertaking. NGET is committed to ensuring that the 
Objector’s access to its apparatus at Staythorpe substation is maintained at all 
times and is engaging with the Objector to discuss an arrangement which is 
appropriate to address its concerns. 



4.7.2 As recorded above, NGET is working with the relevant Objectors to ensure that 
the interface between the Order and any other consented schemes in the vicinity 
of Staythorpe substation, including the GNR Solar, is appropriately managed.  
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4.7.3 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction 
and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are 
currently negotiating. 



OBJ20 – Tillbridge Solar Limited, Tillbridge Solar Project DCO 
4.8 The Objector is concerned regarding the potential impact of the Order upon the Tillbridge 



Solar Project. The Order land overlaps, in certain areas, with the order limits of the 
Tillbridge Solar Project DCO, generally in the area of sheets 5 and 6 of the Order plans, 
between the spans of towers ZDA222 and ZDA225, and ZDA226 and ZDA228A. Tillbridge 
Solar DCO interacts with following aspects of the Project; OHL swathe, pylon work area, 
UGC swathe, pylon stringing positions & access.  
4.8.1 NGET has engaged with the Objector in relation to the extent of the overlap 



between the Order land and the DCO order limits and to discuss the works to be 
undertaken in those areas by both parties (including the potential timing of such 
works). NGET is working with the Objector to agree appropriate measures to 
ensure that the interface between the Order and the Tillbridge Solar Project is 
appropriately managed to allow co-existence and that any impact upon the 
Tillbridge Solar Project is minimised (this includes cooperation between the 
parties where temporary interactions may arise based on the timings of the 
projects). NGET considers these interactions to be limited, as the works relate to 
existing assets which should have been accounted for in the design of the 
Tillbridge Solar Project, with NGET's asset protection requirements secured via 
protective provisions within the DCO.  



4.8.2 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction 
and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are 
currently negotiating. 



OBJ22 (formerly OBJ21 as in the Statement of Case) – Tribus Clean Energy Limited 
– Trent BESS II 



4.9 The Objector raised concerns that the rights sought under the Order are potentially 
incompatible with the Trent BESS II development, specifically, concerns relate to the safe 
construction and operation of a BESS facility, and in respect of plot 6-4 and the need to 
ensure continued safe access to the Torksey Ferry Road Site, as well as concerns that the 
breadth of the access rights sought could render the Flood Compensation Area Site 
inaccessible during the construction phase of the flood compensation scheme. Trent BESS 
II interacts with following aspects of the Project; OHL swathe, pylon work area, pylon 
stringing positions & access. 
4.9.1 NGET is engaging with the Objector (Trent BESS II) in relation to the extent of 



the overlap between the Order land and the Trent BESS II proposals and to 
discuss the works to be undertaken in that location by both parties (including the 
potential timing of works and any potential interaction in this respect). NGET is 
working with the Objector with a view to agreeing appropriate measures to ensure 
that the interface between the Project and the Objector’s proposals is 
appropriately managed to allow co-existence and that any impact upon the 
proposals is minimised (this includes cooperation between the parties where 
temporary interactions may arise based on the timings works for the projects). 
NGET anticipates these interactions being limited, as the works relate to existing 
assets which have largely been accounted for in the design of the Trent BESS II 
scheme.  



4.9.2 NGET are of the position both projects can be compatible and matters of 
interaction will be agreed through a cooperation side agreement, which the 
parties are currently negotiating. 



4.9.3 One aspect of the objection received from the Objector was confidential and is 
therefore not dealt with in this Statement of Evidence. It is understood that if the 
objection is not resolved, the Objector will have to disclose the objection in full to 
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the Inquiry, given the public nature of the process. NGET will comment further on 
it if that eventuality arises. 



OBJ14 (formerly OBJ22 as in the Statement of Case) – West Burton Solar Project 
Limited, West Burton Solar Project DCO  



4.10 The Objector is concerned regarding the potential impact of the Order upon the West 
Burton Solar Project DCO. The Order land overlaps, in certain areas, with the order limits 
of the DCO, in the areas shown on sheet 1 of the Order maps, north of tower ZDA211, up 
to and including Cottam substation and North Road. West Burton Solar Project interacts 
with the following aspects of the Project; OHL swathe, pylon work area, UGC swathe, pylon 
stringing positions & access. 
4.10.1 NGET is engaging with the Objector in relation to the extent of the overlap 



between the Order land and the DCO order limits and to discuss the works to be 
undertaken in those areas by both parties, including likely timing of those works. 
NGET is working with the Objector with a view to agreeing appropriate measures 
to ensure that the interface between the Order and the DCO is appropriately 
managed to allow co-existence and that any impact upon the West Burton Solar 
Project is minimised (this includes cooperation where temporary interactions may 
arise due to the timing of works). NGET anticipates these interactions being 
limited, as the works relate to existing assets which should have been accounted 
for in the design of the West Burton Solar Project, with NGET's asset protection 
requirements secured via protective provisions within the DCO. 



4.10.2 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction 
and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are 
currently negotiating. 



5. CONCLUSIONS 
5.1 The engineering scope of the Project encompasses reconductoring works, pylon works, 



maintenance works, cable works and enabling works across the Project sections. The 
extent of the Order Land is underpinned by NGET's considerable engineering experience 
in undertaking works of this nature, and the general approach to the Order Land required 
for each category of works (including OHL swathe, pylon work areas, stringing areas, 
underground cable swathe, access, construction compounds, crossing protection and 
asset mitigation) is appropriate and proportionate to enable the safe and efficient delivery 
of the Project works and future maintenance. 



5.2 No objector has taken issue with the overall engineering approach to the proposed works 
and overall land take. In respect of those objections that raise concerns regarding the 
interface between the Order and existing, consented or proposed developments, NGET's 
position is that the Project is compatible with each of those developments. NGET is 
engaging with the relevant objectors to agree appropriate measures, including through side 
agreements which are currently being negotiated, to ensure that the interfaces are 
appropriately managed to allow co-existence and that any impact upon those 
developments is minimised. The interactions are anticipated to be limited, as the Project 
works relate to existing assets which have been, or should have been, accounted for in the 
design of those developments. 



5.3 In my professional opinion, the Order Land is required for the purposes of the Project and 
the engineering approach adopted is appropriate and justified. 
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6. DECLARATION 
This statement of evidence has been prepared and provided for this inquiry. I confirm that 
the opinions expressed are true and professional opinions. 



William Kirby 



 
24.07.2026 
 








			1. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE


			1.1 This is an Engineering Statement prepared by William Kirby of LSTC Group. LSTC joined the West Burton to Ratcliffe on Soar Refurbishment Project (the "Project") in April 2026 to support National Grid in securing the National Grid Electricity Trans...


			1.2 I am a Senior Design Engineer within the Overhead Line ("OHL") Engineering team at LSTC Group. I joined LSTC Group in January 2021 and have worked on a variety of transmission and distribution projects covering new and existing assets.


			1.3 Prior to my current employment at LSTC Group, I obtained a BEng (Hons) in Mechanical Engineering from the Newcastle University. I initially joined Royal IHC as graduate mechanical engineer, where I gained experience designing offshore pipelaying v...


			1.4 My specific responsibilities within the Engineering team at LSTC Group involve:


			1.4.1 Route Design: Undertaking permanent and temporary route optioneering studies to identify the most suitable engineering solutions. Optimisation of alignments using PLS-CADD software.


			1.4.2 Structural Validation: Assessing steelwork and foundation utilisation to ensure structural integrity and compliance with design requirements.


			1.4.3 Clearance Assessments and Reporting: Producing clearance reports and verifying compliance with statutory and project-specific requirements.


			1.4.4 Standards Compliance: Ensuring designs adhere to relevant industry standards, regulations, and client specifications.


			1.4.5 Alignment Development and Change Control: Providing technical input for route alignment development and supporting the management of design changes through formal change-control processes.


			1.4.6 Stakeholder Engagement: Working alongside clients and key stakeholders to justify design and land take.


			1.4.7 Feasibility Studies: Preparing technical feasibility reports.


			1.4.8 Schedule Production: Developing and maintaining pylon schedules, stringing schedules, and material quantity schedules to support project delivery.





			1.5 Projects that I have been involved in are diverse and have given me a wide range of experience (including nationally significant infrastructure projects) across England:


			1.5.1 Norwich to Tilbury National Grid DCO Front-End Engineering Design ("FEED") – 159km new 400kV connections


			1.5.2 Grimsby to Walpole National Grid DCO FEED – 145km new 400kV connections


			1.5.3 Yorkshire GREEN National Grid DCO FEED – 7km new 275kV/400kV & 32km uprating


			1.5.4 Hogwood Garden Village SSE -– 132kV underground cable section


			1.5.5 DD79 SSE 132kV Solar Farm point of connection








			2. INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF EVIDENCE


			2.1 The structure of this statement of evidence is set out in paragraph 2.3 below.


			2.2 In broad terms this statement will briefly explain the engineering scope of the Project and focus on the engineering matters raised by objectors.


			2.3 This statement of evidence is structured as follows:


			2.3.1 Section 3 provides a description of the Project;


			2.3.2 Section 4 summarises consideration of remaining objections relevant to my engineering expertise; and


			2.3.3 Section 5 sets out the conclusions.





			2.4 References in my evidence to the core documents are made by the abbreviation, for example, "(CD, CXX)". The evidence of other witnesses is referred to by the name of the author.





			3. DESCRIPTION OF THE west burton to ractliffe-on-soar refurbishment PROJECT


			3.1 The Project is as described in the Statement of Evidence of Ms Evans (NGET/LE/1).


			3.2 Across the sections of the Project a variety of works are proposed as follows:


			3.2.1 Where reconductoring works are being undertaken, this may include: replacement of all conductors, fittings, insulators and associated pylon furniture; and replacement of existing earthwires, downleads and down droppers.


			3.2.2 Where pylon works are being undertaken, this may include: steelwork refurbishment and replacement; further refurbishment works including the repair or replacement of the anti-climbing devices and other accessories such as property plates; muffs ...


			3.2.3 Where maintenance works are being undertaken, this encompasses asset health inspections including pylon and crossing protection access. Examples of the type of maintenance that would be required to be undertaken include the repairing of existing...


			3.2.4 Where cable works are being undertaken, this may include: the construction, laying, placing, retention, operation, protection, maintenance, surveying, testing, repair, replacement, alteration, commissioning, removal and decommissioning of the un...


			3.2.5 Where enabling works are being undertaken, this may include: construction compounds, access, vegetation clearance, utility mitigation and crossing protection equipment, where required for to enable the scope of the site-specific works.





			3.3 In terms of the requirement for the Order Land in order to undertake the above works, this is underpinned by engineering input from NGET.  NGET has considerable experience in undertaking works of this nature, and that experience has informed the e...


			3.4 The general approach to Order Land required for OHL works is:


			3.4.1 OHL swathe either side of the conductor centreline, to provide a work area to enable in-line construction and maintenance of conductors with sufficient work area and access for conductors to be lowered to the ground if required. The swathe allow...


			3.4.2 Pylon work areas, to allow for all works on the tower and cross-arms to be carried out, as well as space for vehicles, access, plant, equipment, welfare and demarcation of safe zones. These typically involve trackway over all or part of the area...


			3.4.3 Stringing areas are typically bow-tie shaped areas to allow stringing of new conductor for each circuit at appropriate angle pylons locations, shown in Figure 1. These areas are designed to allow for the planned and future reconductoring works. ...


			Figure 1 - Example of stringing area allowance in Order Land0F





			3.5 The general approach to the Order Land for underground cable ("UGC") work is:


			3.5.1 UGC Swathe for the purposes of, or incidental to, the construction, laying, placing, retention, use, operation, protection, maintenance, surveying, testing, repair, renewal, replacement, alteration, commissioning, removal and decommissioning of ...





			3.6 The general approach to the Order Land for access is:


			3.6.1 Public highway connection, typically up to the highway boundary, including some sections of public highway where upgrade works are required.


			3.6.2 Access swathes provide appropriate access to each pylon structure, UGC section and crossing protection work areas. They typically comprise of interlocking panels subject to local ground conditions and requirements. This swathe is typically 5m, a...


			3.6.3 Access routes have been devised using aerial imagery and observations from site visits. Prior to works commencing on site, detailed planning will take place which will include site visits to each pylon/ work location and landowner discussions.


			3.6.4 Passing places have been allowed for at a width of 10m to ensure safe transit of vehicles along the access routes without potential need for backing up long distances and/or onto the public highway and causing obstruction.





			3.7 The general approach to the Order Land for construction compounds is:


			3.7.1 Temporary construction compound sites to act as the key focal points for deliveries, materials storage, fuel storage, office space, meeting facilities and welfare facilities the Project delivery teams, depending on the nature of the works undert...


			3.7.2 Main site compounds would typically be 100 m x 100 m and consist of site offices, welfare facilities, parking and laydown areas.  Satellite site compounds would typically be 50 m x 50 m and serve as specific working areas to provide local welfar...





			3.8 The general approach to the Order Land for crossing protection is:


			3.8.1 Scaffold areas that may be utilised where the overhead line crosses a road, railway line, utility or navigable watercourse, to protect the crossing during reconductoring or conductor maintenance work. Scaffolding would be placed on either side o...


			3.8.2 Temporary road closures would be required to facilitate the erection and dismantling of the scaffold netting across the public highway. Alternative crossing protection methods such as Catenary Support Systems ("CSS") may be undertaken within the...





			3.9 The general approach to the Order Land to provide mitigation or protection for OHL assets is:


			3.9.1 Distribution Network Operator ("DNO") UGC swathe to allow for the removal of an existing asset and modification works of the remaining assets to enable the cable connection. Only one instance is included within the Order Land specifically at ZDF...


			3.9.2 All other existing DNO assets located beneath the OHL are expected to be undergrounded by the DNO operator, National Grid Electricity Distribution plc ("NGED"), through any necessary consents required for these works and NGED is seeking voluntar...


			(A) In the event that the proposed undergrounding by NGED is unable to take place (for example due to land rights issues), there is optionality within the Order Land to allow erection of scaffolding or use of CSS to protect the asset during the works.


			(B) In the case of ZDF054, if a voluntary agreement cannot be reached between NGED and the landowner for these works and given that no alternative mechanical solution is feasible at this location, NGET has included the freehold land required for these...





			3.9.3 In the case of ZD027 to ZD031, and the potential ground deployed diversion of Vodafone fibre optic cables at this location, the Order includes rights to divert utilities to avoid any impediment to the delivery of the Project.








			4. consideration of remaining objections


			4.1 At the time of writing this Statement of Evidence, the following objections, that have relevance to the subject matter of this Statement, were not yet resolved. A number of these objectors have an interest in land in connection with existing, prop...


			4.2 The Objector is concerned that the Order could have a serious adverse effect upon the use of the land for the Great North Road Solar Park ("GNR Solar Park").


			4.2.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with the GNR Solar Park and NGET is in discussions with the promoters of the GNR Solar Park (Elements Green) in relation to the precise extent of the overlap between the two red line boundaries, ...


			4.2.2 Details of the interface between the Project and the GNR Solar Park are outlined in NGET’s response to OBJ19 (formerly OBJ7 as in the Statement of Case).





			4.3 The Objector is concerned about the potential impact of the Order upon the consented Cottam Solar Project. The Order land overlaps with the Cottam Solar Project red line boundary between the spans of towers ZDA222 and ZDA225, and ZDA226 and ZDA228...


			4.3.1 NGET has engaged with the Objector in relation to the overlap of the Order land and Cottam Solar Project’s order limits and to discuss the works to be undertaken by both parties in those areas, including the likely timing of such works. NGET is ...


			4.3.2 NGET considers that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are currently negotiating.





			4.4 The Objector is concerned regarding the potential impact of the Order on the Gate Burton Energy Park. The Order land overlaps in certain areas with the order limits of the Gate Burton Energy Park DCO. Gate Burton Energy Park interacts with followi...


			4.4.1 NGET is engaging with the Objector as to the extent of the overlap between the Order land and the Gate Burton Energy Park’s order limits and to discuss the works to be undertaken by both parties in those areas, including likely timing of works i...


			4.4.2 NGET considers that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction and cooperation are currently being negotiated.





			4.5 The Objector is concerned about the potential conflict between the Project and the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park (as above, "GNR Solar Park"). The Order land overlaps in certain areas with the proposed order limits of the GNR Solar ...


			4.5.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with the GNR Solar Park and NGET is engaging with the Objector in relation to the overlap and to discuss the works to be undertaken by both parties, including the likely timing of such works in t...


			4.5.2 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are currently negotiating.





			4.6 The Objector holds concerns regarding the potential implications of the Order for the Steeples Renewable Project, specifically: (a) a potential reduction in the area available for solar panel development; and (b) adverse impacts from construction ...


			4.6.1 NGET is engaging with the Objector in relation to the area of overlap in order to ensure that the interface between the Order and the Steeple Renewables Project is appropriately managed and any impact upon the Steeple Renewables Project is minim...


			4.6.2 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are currently negotiating.





			4.7 The Objector is concerned regarding the potential impact of the Order upon operation and maintenance of Staythorpe Power Station, and in particular the Objector’s interest in plot 26-32. The Objector is concerned about the continued ability to acc...


			4.7.1 NGET does not consider that the Project will give rise to serious detriment to the carrying on of the Objector’s undertaking. NGET is committed to ensuring that the Objector’s access to its apparatus at Staythorpe substation is maintained at all...


			4.7.2 As recorded above, NGET is working with the relevant Objectors to ensure that the interface between the Order and any other consented schemes in the vicinity of Staythorpe substation, including the GNR Solar, is appropriately managed.


			4.7.3 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are currently negotiating.





			4.8 The Objector is concerned regarding the potential impact of the Order upon the Tillbridge Solar Project. The Order land overlaps, in certain areas, with the order limits of the Tillbridge Solar Project DCO, generally in the area of sheets 5 and 6 ...


			4.8.1 NGET has engaged with the Objector in relation to the extent of the overlap between the Order land and the DCO order limits and to discuss the works to be undertaken in those areas by both parties (including the potential timing of such works). ...


			4.8.2 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are currently negotiating.





			4.9 The Objector raised concerns that the rights sought under the Order are potentially incompatible with the Trent BESS II development, specifically, concerns relate to the safe construction and operation of a BESS facility, and in respect of plot 6-...


			4.9.1 NGET is engaging with the Objector (Trent BESS II) in relation to the extent of the overlap between the Order land and the Trent BESS II proposals and to discuss the works to be undertaken in that location by both parties (including the potentia...


			4.9.2 NGET are of the position both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction will be agreed through a cooperation side agreement, which the parties are currently negotiating.


			4.9.3 One aspect of the objection received from the Objector was confidential and is therefore not dealt with in this Statement of Evidence. It is understood that if the objection is not resolved, the Objector will have to disclose the objection in fu...





			4.10 The Objector is concerned regarding the potential impact of the Order upon the West Burton Solar Project DCO. The Order land overlaps, in certain areas, with the order limits of the DCO, in the areas shown on sheet 1 of the Order maps, north of t...


			4.10.1 NGET is engaging with the Objector in relation to the extent of the overlap between the Order land and the DCO order limits and to discuss the works to be undertaken in those areas by both parties, including likely timing of those works. NGET i...


			4.10.2 NGET’s position is that both projects can be compatible and matters of interaction and cooperation can be agreed through a side agreement, which the parties are currently negotiating.








			Linked development


			Objector


			Objector ID


			Not directly related although linked to Great North Road Solar DCO


			Chloe Francesca Gill


			OBJ11 (formerly OBJ3 as in the Statement of Case, CD C08,)


			Cottam Solar DCO (consented)


			Cottam Solar Project Limited 


			OBJ13 (formerly OBJ4 as in the Statement of Case)


			Gate Burton Energy Park DCO (consented)


			EDF Power Solutions on behalf of Gate Burton Energy Park Limited


			OBJ23 (formerly OBJ6 as in the Statement of Case)


			Great North Road Solar DCO (proposed, not consented)


			Elements Geen Trent Limited


			OBJ19 (formerly OBJ7 as in the Statement of Case)


			Steeples Renewable Project DCO (proposed, not consented)


			Renewable Energy Systems Ltd


			OBJ9 (formerly OBJ17 as in the Statement of Case)


			S36- Staythorpe Power Station (existing, with proposed retrofit)


			RWE Generation Ltd


			OBJ18


			Tillbridge Solar DCO (consented)


			Tillbridge Solar Limited


			OBJ20


			Trent BESS II (consented - Planning Application)


			Tribus Clean Energy Limited


			OBJ22 (formerly OBJ21 as in the Statement of Case)


			West Burton Solar Project DCO (consented)


			West Burton Solar Project Limited


			OBJ14 (formerly OBJ22 as in the Statement of Case)


			5. CONCLUSIONS


			5.1 The engineering scope of the Project encompasses reconductoring works, pylon works, maintenance works, cable works and enabling works across the Project sections. The extent of the Order Land is underpinned by NGET's considerable engineering exper...


			5.2 No objector has taken issue with the overall engineering approach to the proposed works and overall land take. In respect of those objections that raise concerns regarding the interface between the Order and existing, consented or proposed develop...


			5.3 In my professional opinion, the Order Land is required for the purposes of the Project and the engineering approach adopted is appropriate and justified.





			6. DECLARATION
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1. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1.1 I am a Senior Design Engineer within the Overhead Line Engineering team at LSTC Group. 



LSTC joined the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project (the "Project") in 
April 2026 to support National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") in securing the 
National Grid Electricity Transmission (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment 
Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (the "Order"), providing engineering advice in 
relation to the use of the Order Land for the Project works and through partaking in 
discussions with objectors with a view to resolving outstanding issues. 



1.2 The Project encompasses a variety of works across its sections, including: reconductoring 
works (replacement of conductors, fittings, insulators and associated pylon furniture); pylon 
works (steelwork refurbishment and replacement, foundation refurbishment); maintenance 
works (asset health inspections and repair of existing cables/overhead lines); cable works 
(construction, laying, maintenance and decommissioning of underground electric cables 
and associated infrastructure); and enabling works (construction compounds, access, 
vegetation clearance, utility mitigation and crossing protection). 



1.3 The extent of the Order Land is underpinned by NGET's considerable engineering 
experience in undertaking works of this nature. The general approach includes: OHL 
swathes typically 50m either side of the conductor centreline; pylon work areas typically 
50m x 50m; bow-tie shaped stringing areas at angle pylons; underground cable swathes at 
West Burton and Cottam substations; access swathes typically 5m wide with passing 
places at 10m width; temporary construction compounds; scaffold crossing protection 
areas; and utility undergrounding works. 



1.4 No objector has taken issue with the overall engineering approach to the proposed works 
and overall land take. A number of objections raise concerns regarding the interface 
between the Order and existing, consented or proposed developments, namely: the 
Cottam Solar Project DCO, Gate Burton Energy Park DCO, Great North Road Solar and 
Biodiversity Park DCO, Steeple Renewable Project DCO, Staythorpe Power Station, 
Tillbridge Solar Project DCO, Trent BESS II, and West Burton Solar Project DCO. In each 
case, the Order Land overlaps in certain areas with the relevant development's order limits 
or operational land, and the developments interact with various aspects of the Project. 



1.5 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with each of those developments. NGET 
is engaging with the relevant objectors to discuss the extent of the overlap, the works to be 
undertaken by both parties and the likely timing of such works, with a view to agreeing 
appropriate measures (including through side agreements which are currently being 
negotiated) to ensure that the interfaces are appropriately managed to allow co-existence 
and that any impact upon those developments is minimised. NGET anticipates these 
interactions being limited, as the Project works relate to existing assets which have been, 
or should have been, accounted for in the design of those developments, with NGET's 
asset protection requirements secured via protective provisions within the relevant DCOs 
where applicable. 



2. CONCLUSIONS 
2.1 The engineering scope of the Project encompasses reconductoring works, pylon works, 



maintenance works, cable works and enabling works. The extent of the Order Land is 
underpinned by NGET's considerable engineering experience, and the general approach to 
the Order Land required for each category of works is appropriate and proportionate to 
enable the safe and efficient delivery of the Project works and future maintenance. 



2.2 No objector has taken issue with the overall engineering approach. Where objections 
concern the interface with existing, consented or proposed developments, NGET's position 
is that the Project is compatible with each and is engaging with the relevant objectors 
accordingly. 



2.3 In my professional opinion, the Order Land is required for the purposes of the Project and 
the engineering approach adopted is appropriate and justified. 
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3. DECLARATION 
This statement of evidence has been prepared and provided for this inquiry. I confirm that 
the opinions expressed are true and professional opinions. 



 
William Kirby 



 
24.07.2026 
 








			1. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS


			1.1 I am a Senior Design Engineer within the Overhead Line Engineering team at LSTC Group. LSTC joined the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project (the "Project") in April 2026 to support National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGE...


			1.2 The Project encompasses a variety of works across its sections, including: reconductoring works (replacement of conductors, fittings, insulators and associated pylon furniture); pylon works (steelwork refurbishment and replacement, foundation refu...


			1.3 The extent of the Order Land is underpinned by NGET's considerable engineering experience in undertaking works of this nature. The general approach includes: OHL swathes typically 50m either side of the conductor centreline; pylon work areas typic...


			1.4 No objector has taken issue with the overall engineering approach to the proposed works and overall land take. A number of objections raise concerns regarding the interface between the Order and existing, consented or proposed developments, namely...


			1.5 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with each of those developments. NGET is engaging with the relevant objectors to discuss the extent of the overlap, the works to be undertaken by both parties and the likely timing of such works, w...





			2. CONCLUSIONS


			2.1 The engineering scope of the Project encompasses reconductoring works, pylon works, maintenance works, cable works and enabling works. The extent of the Order Land is underpinned by NGET's considerable engineering experience, and the general appro...


			2.2 No objector has taken issue with the overall engineering approach. Where objections concern the interface with existing, consented or proposed developments, NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with each and is engaging with the relev...


			2.3 In my professional opinion, the Order Land is required for the purposes of the Project and the engineering approach adopted is appropriate and justified.





			3. DECLARATION
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1. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE  
1.1 My name is Daniel Harper and I am a Director at Ardent Management Limited 



("Ardent"), and a former Senior Surveyor for National Grid Electricity Transmission 
plc ("NGET").  



1.2 I am a Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors ("RICS") having 
qualified as a member in 2004, and I am also a Fellow of the Central Association of 
Agricultural Valuers having qualified in 2005. I obtained a Post Graduate Diploma in 
Rural and Environmental Land Management from Harper Adams University, having 
previously obtained a BSc in Agriculture from the same establishment. 



1.3 I have worked for Ardent since 2023 as a Director in the Utilities team working across 
a range of utility projects across water, gas, electricity and on shore wind sectors. I 
have acted for the acquiring authority in each case providing advice on land related 
matters.  



1.4 Prior to joining Ardent, I worked as an in-house Senior Surveyor for NGET providing 
advice and support to NGET’s regional land teams on acquisitions, property 
agreements and compensation. In addition, I managed a portfolio of claims and led 
on land rights for major infrastructure schemes, including Richborough Connection 
Project (20KM overhead line in Kent), the second French Interconnector in 
Hampshire and London Power Tunnels 2.   



1.5 Within my current role supporting NGET, I oversee the land rights negotiations with 
those affected by the Project, which includes discussions related to resolving 
objections. I have been directly involved in some negotiations and provided 
overarching guidance to NGET on other negotiations as well as providing advice to 
NGET regarding the Compulsory Purchase Order. 



2. INVOLVEMENT WITH THE PROJECT 
2.1 The West Burton to Ratcliffe on Soar Refurbishment Project (the "Project") to which 



the NGET (West Burton to Ratcliffe on Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory 
Purchase Order 2026 (the "Order", CD, C01) relates is a program of works to 
reconductor approximately 106 kilometres ("km") of single circuits which transmit 
electricity. The Project comprises two sub projects. The first sub-project comprises 
the works between West Burton 400kV Substation to High Marnham 400kV 
Substation, High Marnham 400kV Substation to Stoke Bardolph 400kV Substation 
and Stoke Bardolph 400kV Substation to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 400kV Substation and is 
known as the ("WRRE Project"). The second sub project comprises the works to the 
Overhead line route between Staythorpe 400kV Substation and Cottam 400kV 
Substation, known as the ("SCRE Project").  The Project works are more fully 
described in the evidence of Ms Evans (NGET/LE/1) and Mr Kirby (NGET/WK/1) and 
throughout this statement of evidence I refer to these works as the Project. 



2.2 Ardent were instructed in 2024 to undertake initial land referencing with desktop 
studies undertaken to establish Land Registry title information together with known 
information about landowners and occupiers in the area. Following which Ardent were 
instructed to engage with the relevant parties to acquire the land rights required to 
deliver the Project. 



3. INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF EVIDENCE  
3.1 I have overseen the Project since instruction, so I am aware of the Project and have 



been involved with the preparation of the Order documents. I have familiarised myself 
with the properties affected and the locality of the various sites where the works are to 
take place by attending these locations and viewing from the public highway. I have 
also attended meetings with the wider Project team. 



3.2 Ardent employ a number of staff to undertake land agency work on a project of this 
scale. Key members of the team on this Project are Ben Johnson MRICS who led the 
work from commencement, supported by Sophie Rathore MRICS and Kieran 
Craddock AssocRICS. They were responsible for delivery of the Project on a daily 
basis and reporting progress to NGET. In their roles they undertook negotiations with 
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landowners and organised access for surveys utilising junior team members to 
support them as necessary. In addition, Kieran Craddock led the process of land 
referencing. In writing this Statement, I have had regard to information passed to me 
by those members of staff. In addition, I have been given information by NGET, in 
particular by Robert Govier MRICS, who is NGET’s lead surveyor for this Project. 
Information has also been provided from NGET’s Solicitors, Herbert Smith Freehills 
Kramer LLP and the wider Project team has also been considered. 



3.3 This proof is one of four statements of evidence on behalf of NGET and, where 
necessary, I refer to the statements of evidence of the following: 
3.3.1 Ms Evans- Project Evidence (NGET/LS/1); 
3.3.2 Mr Kirby-Engineering Evidence (NGET/WK/1); and 
3.3.3 Mr Jarvis- Town Planning Evidence (NGET/PJ/1).  



3.4 In this statement of evidence, I: 
3.4.1 provide a description of the land and rights which are included in the Order, 



collectively herein referred to as (the "Order Land") (Section 4); 
3.4.2 describe the need for the Order Land, including providing a description of 



the land and the new rights that are required in order to deliver the Project 
(Section 5); 



3.4.3 describe the acquisition strategy pursued by NGET in respect of the Order 
(Section 6); 



3.4.4 explain the status of negotiations with ordinary landowners (i.e. landowners 
other than the owners of special category land) at the time of writing, 
including the extent of land and rights already acquired by agreement 
(Section 7); 



3.4.5 explain how NGET has complied with the Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government’s Guidance on the Compulsory Purchase Process  
(June 2026) (‘the CPO Guidance’) (CD, B18) with respect to attempts to 
acquire by agreement (Section 8); 



3.4.6 provide a response to matters raised by objectors to the Order (Section 9); 
and 



3.4.7 provide my conclusions (Section 10). 



4. DESCRIPTION OF ORDER LAND 
Overview of the Order Land 



4.1 The Order Land (which is shown coloured pink where all estates and interests are 
being acquired or blue where only new rights are being acquired on the maps (the 
"Order Maps") that accompany the Order) (CD, C02) is described in more detail 
below.  



4.2 The Order land is a corridor of land within which sit existing overhead electric lines 
("OHL") along with their Towers. In addition, land over which access is required along 
with passing places and areas of land required for construction compounds and other 
ancillary uses required to facilitate the Project is included within the Order.   



4.3 The Order land is predominantly agricultural land over which primarily rights are 
sought and is a mixture of arable and grassland. A more detailed description is given 
under the heading ‘Nature of the Order Land’, further below. 



4.4 The Order land covers the land and rights required for the whole Project, comprising 
the two sub projects WRRE & SCRE. 
Freehold land 



4.5 The Order Land that NGET seeks to acquire is shown coloured pink on the Order 
Maps and comprises a limited number of Plots (specifically Plots 5-19, 5-20, 5-24, 5-
26, 25-14, 25-15, 25-16, 25-28, 25-29, 25-30, 25-31, 26-32, 39-12 and 39-14).  
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4.6 Plots 5-19, 5-20, 5-24, 5-26, 26-32, 39-12 and 39-14 relate to land that NGET already 
owns the freehold. The plots are included in the Order because it is subject to other 
rights/interests (principally in respect to mines and minerals). Freehold acquisition is 
necessary to ensure that NGET have the necessary exclusive possession and control 
of the land required for the safe construction, operation and maintenance of the 
Projects works within the substation areas. 



4.7 Plots 25-14, 25-15, 25-16, 25-28, 25-29, 25-30 and 25-31 relate to land to be 
acquired for the purposes of the National Grid Electricity Distribution plc ("NGED") 
diversion works. It is expected that these works will be undertaken under a voluntary 
agreement between NGED and the landowners. NGET is taking a proportionate 
approach to acquisition and seeks to acquire the freehold title to the Order Land for 
the purposes of the NGED diversion works, in the event that NGED have not secured 
the necessary voluntary agreement with the landowners and to other limited areas of 
land to ensure exclusive possession and control of the land for the Project. This is 
necessary for the reasons set out in the evidence of Ms Evans (NGET/LE/1). 
Rights land 



4.8 Other than the land identified for freehold acquisition, NGET's approach is to only 
acquire the interests that it requires over the various plots within the Order.  



4.9 Accordingly, for most of the Project, NGET seeks to create new rights over the 
relevant land rather than to acquire the freehold.  



4.10 The Order Land that NGET seeks to acquire new rights over is shown coloured blue 
on the Order Maps. This comprises rights to undertake the OHL Works and the Cable 
Works as well as associated construction compound works (which are temporary), 
oversail rights and accesses.  



4.11 The rights sought by NGET have been separated into 'packages' based on their 
purpose and applied to specific plots, as appropriate. Whilst all of the rights are 
permanent, some of the rights are only required to be exercised from time to time, 
such as the creation of construction compounds during construction. Other rights will 
be permanent in nature, such as the right to keep installed, operate and maintain the 
overhead lines once refurbished.  



4.12 The rights 'packages' have been tailored in this way to ensure that a proportionate 
approach to compulsory purchase is taken, and that the impact for affected 
landowners and occupiers is limited so far as reasonably practicable.  



4.13 Accordingly, if a plot is only required in order to facilitate limited works, the relevant 
rights package is sought in relation to that land. The Order clearly identifies whether 
or not it is proposed to acquire new rights in respect of the numbered parcels of the 
Order Land. Where new rights are proposed to be acquired, the description identifies 
the name of the appropriate rights package. These rights packages are described in 
Section 5 further below.  
Nature of the Order Land  



4.14 The Order Land is centred on existing OHL’s which generally follow the route of the 
River Trent, traversing predominantly Grade 3a Agricultural land with some Grade3b 
and Grade 2 according to the Predictive Agricultural Land Classification Map for 
England 2026. The agricultural land is dominated by combinable arable cropping, 
interspersed with some grassland. The Order Land does include a few areas of 
woodland and some non-agricultural areas where rights are sought and inevitably 
some public and private access roads. There are several access routes included 
within the Order Land, which again are predominantly over agricultural land, but some 
which utilise existing tracks or roadways. The Order Land also includes land within 
substation sites and access thereto, as explained in earlier paragraphs. 



4.15 Whilst the majority of the Order Land is agricultural, the downward pressures on farm 
incomes and the requirement for renewable energy has resulted in interactions with a 
number of renewable energy developers who have development sites within the 
Order Limits, which are at varying stages of project development. The interactions are 
with the following developments: 
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Table 1: Development Interactions 



Name of Development Development Stage Objector to the Order 
(Y/N) 



West Burton Solar 
Project  



DCO - Consented Y 



Cottam Solar Project  DCO - Consented Y 



One Earth Solar Farm  DCO - Consented N 



Gate Burton Energy Park  DCO - Consented Y 



Great North Solar and 
Biodiversity Park 



DCO - Recommendation Y 



Steeple Renewables 
Project 



DCO - Decision Y 



Tillbridge Solar Project DCO - Consented Y 



Trent BESS II TCPA – Decided – Planning 
Permission Granted  



Y 



Fair Oaks Renewable 
Energy Park 



TCPA – Decided – Planning 
Permission Granted 



N 



Heron Solar Farm TCPA – Decided – Planning 
Permission Granted 



N 



HyMarnham Power 
 



TCPA – Decided – Planning 
Permission Granted 



Y (Project referred to in 
OBJ2) 



Field High Marnham 
Limited 



TCPA – Decided – Planning 
Permission Granted 



N 



Staythorpe BESS TCPA – Decided – Planning 
Permission Granted 



N 



Kelham Solar Farm and 
Battery Energy Storage 
System 



TCPA – Decided – Planning 
Permission Granted 



N 



Ownership and Occupation 
4.16 The Order Land is a mixture of owner/occupied freehold land and land subject to 



leases and licences, including subsoil interests. Where a leaseholder has an interest 
in the whole freehold title, or where land has not specifically excluded the subsoil 
interest from the title, rights are sought from the leaseholder and freeholder. In 
addition to land in private ownership, land within the Order Land is also 
owned/occupied by a range of statutory undertakers and local authorities. 



4.17 The Order Land also includes Special Category Land. This is dealt with in greater 
detail at Section 7 of this statement but is summarised below.  
Crown Land 



4.18 There are no proposals to compulsory acquire any Crown ownership interest. 
However, some of the proposed works and the rights do affect a number of Crown 
Land interests as set out in section 11.12 of the Statement of Case (CD, C08). The 
main Project interaction is with regard to land owned by The King’s Most Excellent 
Majesty in Right of His Crown over which NGET is seeking Overhead Line, Oversail 





https://www.geopura.com/press-releases/hymarnham-powers-green-hydrogen-project/


https://www.geopura.com/press-releases/hymarnham-powers-green-hydrogen-project/
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and Access Rights. NGET is in the process of obtaining the consent from the relevant 
Crown bodies, in accordance with section 63 of the Electricity Act 1989 Act ("1989 
Act", CD, A04) an update on which is provided in section 7 below.  
Open Space Land & Common Land 



4.19 NGET is seeking rights over land that is open space, allotments or common land. 
This relates to: 
4.19.1 Four plots identified as common land over which NGET is seeking access 



rights, overhead line rights and/or oversail rights; 
4.19.2 25 plots initially identified as open space over which NGET is seeking 



access rights, overhead line rights and/or oversail rights (note however that 
some of these plots are no longer considered to be open space as 
explained below); and 



4.19.3 One plot identified as an allotment over which access rights are sought.  
4.20 NGET made an application under the paragraph 6(1)(a) and 6(1)(c) of Schedule 3 to 



the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 ("1981 Act", CD, A03) for a certificate in relation to 
open space and allotments to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government on 5 March 2026, and an application in relation to common land to the 
Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (via the Common Land Casework 
Team at the Planning Inspectorate) on 13 April 2026 (CD, C06).   



4.21 A notice of intention to grant a certificate in relation to the open space and allotments 
has been publicised and there was an opportunity for people to make objections. No 
objections were made in relation to the certificate.  



4.22 In response to the publicity, NGET was contacted by some landowners or their 
agents relating to the use of their plots. This relates to plots that are not formally 
designated as open space, but which NGET had treated as open space in the Order 
as part of a precautionary approach based on its understanding of the usage of the 
plots. The feedback from landowners in relation to specific plots is set out below: 
4.22.1 Plots 33-7 & 33-8 – we have been advised by the landowner that only the 



private individuals owning these plots have access to the lake.  The only 
public access to these plots is via a public right of way that intersects the 
plots.  



4.22.2 Plots 32-23, 32-25, 32-27, 33-1, 33-2, 33-4 and 33-6 – these are plots for 
which the Scout Association holds a long lease. We have had 
correspondence with the Scouts and they have confirmed that the only 
public access is via a public right of way and one permissive path, and the 
nature reserve is not open for public use / as open space.  



4.22.3 Plot 33-11 – following the notices being sent out, the landowner spoke to 
colleagues from Ardent about the use of the land, causing further 
investigation by Ardent which suggested the land is used as a privately 
owned fishery where access is controlled.  Ardent followed up with the 
landowner who has confirmed that the land is privately run and there is no 
public use/access without payment, other than public rights of way through 
the plot. As a result of this further information and clarification as to the use 
of these plots, NGET proposes to modify the Order to no longer identify 
these plots as open space. This brings the total number of open space plots 
in the Order to ten.  



4.23 In relation to the common land, a notice of intention to grant a certificate has been 
publicised and an objection period is currently running until 7 August 2026. An update 
on this application will be provided at inquiry. 
Statutory Undertakers 



4.24 The Order schedule (CD, C01) lists 25 statutory undertakers within the general 
entries table. This indicates the names and addresses, alongside their capacity and 
qualification of apparatus of all statutory undertakers that have and maintain 
apparatus on, over or under the Order land. The majority of these undertaker’s 
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interest relates to underground assets, with some limited above ground apparatus to 
support their undertaking. Network Rail Infrastructure Limited and NGED are listed in 
respect of operational railway and distribution overhead lines. 



4.25 In addition, further to the list identified within the general entries table, a number of 
additional statutory undertakers have been identified. These include West Burton 
Solar Project Limited, Cottam Solar Project Limited, Gate Burton Energy Park 
Limited, Steeple Solar Farm Limited, Trent BESS II Limited and RWE Generation UK 
plc. To the extent the developers of the above referenced energy projects are a 
statutory undertaker by virtue of holding a generation licence, NGET's position is that 
the Project is compatible with each of those developments (see the Statement of 
Evidence of Mr Kirby (NGET/WK/1) for further detail on the discussions with those 
parties).  



5. NEED FOR THE ORDER LAND 
5.1 The land within the Order comprises all of the land and rights required for the 



delivery, operation and maintenance of the Project.  
5.2 The rights which are sought in the Order have been grouped into distinct packages 



based on their purpose and applied to specific plots, as appropriate. Some of the 
rights are only required for temporary purposes, such as the creation of construction 
compounds, and will only be exercised during the construction and maintenance 
phases of the Project. Other rights will be permanent in nature, such as the rights to 
retain, maintain and operate the OHL. Others, such as the right to access the land for 
the purpose of maintaining the OHL, whilst permanent in nature, will in practice only 
be exercised intermittently. 



5.3 The rights packages are set out below: 
Table 2- Rights Packages  



Name of Rights Package Rights  



Overhead Line Rights All rights necessary at all times for 
the purposes of, or incidental to, the 
construction, installation, 
upgrading, retention, 
commissioning, use, operation, 
protection, maintenance, surveying, 
testing, inspecting, alter, repair, 
modify, renewal, replacement, 
removal and decommissioning of 
the overhead electricity lines and 
associated infrastructure. 



Cabling Rights All rights necessary at all times for 
the purposes of, or incidental to, the 
construction, laying, placing, 
retention, use, operation, 
protection, maintenance, surveying, 
testing, repair, renewal, 
replacement, alteration, 
commissioning, removal and 
decommissioning of the 
underground electric cables and 
associated infrastructure. 



Access Rights All rights necessary to access the 
land and adjoining land for the 
purposes of the construction, 
installation, upgrading, retention, 
commissioning, use, operation, 
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Name of Rights Package Rights  
protection, maintenance, surveying, 
testing, inspecting, alter, repair, 
modify, renewal, replacement, 
removal and decommissioning and 
oversail of the overhead electricity 
lines and underground electric 
cables with or without vehicles, 
plant, machinery, apparatus, 
equipment, materials and 
personnel. 
These rights are permanent in 
nature but used for construction 
and then infrequently for 
inspections and general 
maintenance. Refurbishment of the 
assets, changing conductors 
insulators and fittings are required 
approximately every forty years 
when the access will be more 
intensively used. 



Construction Compound Rights All rights necessary for the 
purposes of, or incidental to, the 
establishment, use and removal of 
works compounds associated with 
the construction, commissioning 
and decommissioning of the 
overhead electricity lines and 
underground electric cables. 
These rights are temporary in the 
sense that NGET will only use them 
during the construction and 
maintenance of the Project.  



Oversail Rights All rights necessary at all times with 
plant and equipment from the air to 
oversail the land with overhead 
electricity lines and associated 
infrastructure associated with the 
exercise of the Overhead Line 
Rights, Construction Compound 
Rights and Access Rights. 



Inclusion of Land subject to agreement 
5.4 All of the land required for the delivery of the Project has been included in the Order 



even where existing wayleaves or easements exist and Memorandums of Agreement 
("MoA") have been agreed, or updated easement agreements have been completed 
with landowners or leaseholders (where relevant).  



5.5 Promoting long linear infrastructure carries the inherent risk of an undeliverable 
scheme where it emerges that there is a gap in the rights, or if rights thought to be 
secure fail (for example, if it emerges that the person who signed an MoA did not 
have authority or capacity to enter into the agreement). By including all the land 
required for the delivery of the Project in the Order, this risk is mitigated.  



5.6 Due to the above risks, NGET has sought to acquire all necessary land rights across 
the Order land under the Order which is required for the Project, including where 
existing wayleaves and easements may already be in place.  
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5.7 Where a new easement agreement has been entered into in respect of this Project, a 
commitment has been given not to unnecessarily exercise compulsory purchase 
powers under the Order provided that no unknown third parties become known or 
there are other circumstances that necessitate reliance upon the powers. However, 
where existing easements and wayleaves remain in place which are not sufficient for 
the purposes of the Project, NGET will seek to exercise compulsory purchase powers 
pursuant to the Order if voluntary agreement is not reached.  



5.8 As the inclusion of land subject to existing wayleaves/easements is the subject of a 
number of objections, this matter is addressed further in Section 9 below. 
Alternatives to compulsory acquisition 



5.9 In light of the above, incorporating the explanation as to why land that is subject to 
existing wayleaves/easements has been included, it is not considered that there are 
reasonable or less intrusive means of ensuring that NGET has the immediate and 
long term rights it requires in order to deliver and maintain the Project.  



6. ACQUISITION STRATEGY 
6.1 NGET’s preference is always to secure land rights on a voluntary basis. To that end, 



it sought to engage with affected persons as early as possible, to explain the 
requirements of the Project and the land and rights sought; understand any concerns 
from the affected landowners; and provide the opportunity for questions and 
feedback. The acquisition strategy adopted for the Project is in line with NGET’s 
published document ‘Guidance on Land Rights for New Electricity Transmission 
Assets (England and Wales)’ (CD, E13).  
The Lands Right Strategy ("LRS") 



6.2 The LRS was developed by NGET in 2010 and underwent reviews in 2012, 2017 and 
2024 in order to provide a consistent methodology for acquiring land rights for 
NGET’s infrastructure projects, both for Development Consent Orders and Town & 
Country Planning Act/Compulsory Purchase Order schemes. The strategy has been 
implemented on all NGET projects requiring land and rights acquisition and is under 
continuous review to ensure that it is still fit for purpose, achieves what it needs to for 
the business, and meets the expectations of third-party landowners and occupiers. 
NGET was one of the first utility companies to formally adopt and promote this 
approach. 



6.3 The principle underlying the CPO Compensation Code is one of equivalence. What 
this means is that the compensation payable to landowners and occupiers is 
assessed on a basis that seeks to place the affected party in the same financial 
position as if they had not been affected by the scheme. As explained by paragraph 
95 of the CPO Guidance, compensation payable for the compulsory acquisition of an 
interest in land is based on the principle that the owner should be paid neither less 
nor more than their loss. This is known as the ‘equivalence principle’. 



6.4 The most recent review of the LRS was undertaken in 2024. It was identified that the 
LRS still enabled effective and consistent communication with those most affected by 
NGET proposals and that it continues to meet the requirements of the CPO Guidance 
on seeking to acquire land by negotiation, and that its terms continue to enable NGET 
to treat people fairly ensuring as a minimum any voluntary offers adhere to the 
principle of equivalence. It is not considered that the recent update to the CPO 
Guidance affects the conclusion that the LRS meets its requirements. 
Project LRS Approach 



6.5 In accordance with the LRS, and the CPO Guidance, NGET has sought to acquire the 
land and rights that it requires for the purposes of the Order. 



6.6 A land rights audit was undertaken in respect of the overhead line routes, whereby all 
the existing agreements affecting apparatus were reviewed. This review evidenced 
that there were a number of existing deeds of easement covering sections of the 
overhead line route. However, in many cases, the original electricity infrastructure 
apparatus was erected pursuant to wayleave agreements rather than easements. 
Wayleaves are a form of licence, are time limited, and they do not run with the land; 
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following a sale of land or upon receipt of notice, the rights are no longer binding 
(albeit apparatus is not required to be removed unless a notice to remove is served). 
The audit identified some instances where NGET have no rights for its assets, 
including mainly access routes over third party land and areas required for conductor 
blow out swing which had not previously been captured in existing agreements. 



6.7 NGET does not consider it appropriate to rely on voluntary wayleaves and seeks 
permanent rights which provide greater certainty and reliability. NGET's basis for 
seeking permanent rights is set out in the aforementioned LRS and paragraph 8.12 of 
the Statement of Case (CD, C08). In summary, it is in the public interest to secure 
permanent rights that are commensurate with the nature and lifetime of the 
infrastructure comprised in the Project and which reflect NGET's statutory duty to 
maintain an efficient network. This approach also reflects the National Policy 
Statement for electricity networks infrastructure ("EN-5") (CD, B02) which states in 
paragraph 2.6.4 that "permanent arrangements are strongly preferred over voluntary 
wayleaves (which could, for example, be terminable on notice by the landowner) in 
virtue of their greater reliability and economic efficiency and reflecting the importance 
of the relevant infrastructure to the government’s Clean Power and net zero goals." 
EN-5 is a material consideration in the determination of the application for 
confirmation. 



6.8 As part of the land rights audit, the existing easements were reviewed to assess 
whether they were fit for the purpose of the Project. The easements varied over time 
with some agreed when the infrastructure was originally constructed in 1959 and 
some as recently as 2023. The rights contained within existing agreements across the 
transmission network have previously been challenged on occasion when NGET has 
sought to exercise those rights. In order to ensure that there are no impediments to 
the delivery of the Project, NGET has included all existing land rights across all of the 
required land to bring all agreements in line with the modern standard.  To provide 
consistent rights for the Project, a new precedent easement Deed was offered to all 
existing easement landowners. Where existing easements are fit for purpose, the 
landowner does not wish to enter into a new style easement, and there is no other 
impediment to delivery, the existing easements will be relied upon.  Examples of 
instances where existing rights are deficient in comparison to the current rights 
sought include:  
6.8.1 Exclusion of rights e.g. to alter, to replace, to survey;  
6.8.2 Exclusion of rights to access adjoining land;  
6.8.3 Exclusion of rights to install temporary roads;  
6.8.4 Limited rights in relation to managing vegetation;  
6.8.5 Limited rights in relation to the removal of obstacles;  
6.8.6 Less defined clearance distances from NGET’s assets; and 
6.8.7 Exclusion of rights relating to the use of small uncrewed aircraft.  



6.9 Following initial contact with landowners, an offer was presented to those landowners 
which either had an existing wayleave or no agreement at all, to enter into an 
easement for the required rights. The offer was in accordance with NGET’s LRS and 
Payment Schedule for Assets. The offers were followed up with telephone calls and 
emails to the landowners to discuss the proposed easements. Where contact could 
not be made by telephone or email, site visits were carried out to contact landowners. 
Site meetings were offered to landowners to discuss the proposed easement and 
carried out where required.  There was then a period of negotiation with the 
landowners’ agents to agree additional heads of claim and in many cases, 
agreements for easements (subject to contract agreement as to terms) were reached.  



6.10 Subsequently offers to enter into a new style easement were sent to all landowners 
with existing easements, with offers made in accordance with NGET’s LRS and 
Payment Schedule for Assets. The offers were followed up with telephone calls and 
emails to the landowners to discuss the proposed updated easements. Where contact 
could not be made by telephone or email, site visits were carried out to contact 
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landowners. Site meetings were offered to landowners to discuss the proposed 
easement and carried out where required. The offers made by NGET have been 
reasonable and have been based upon constructive engagement. NGET have also 
offered advice and support to affected landowners by way of offering to meet 
reasonable professional advisor’s fees. In the majority of cases, landowners have not 
raised individual concerns, but where they have, individual meetings have been held 
to fully understand the issues and alleviate concerns through bespoke commitments 
where appropriate. 



6.11 NGET intends to utilise their powers under a voluntary deed of easement where 
possible, rather than relying on powers of compulsory acquisition, however, those 
powers are necessary to ensure the delivery of the Project in the event of a defect in 
the deed or unknown rights that could impact the Project. In addition, as a number of 
‘subject to contract’ agreements are yet to be legally completed, powers under a 
voluntary deed may not be available at the commencement of the Project. 



6.12 Ardent, on behalf of NGET, will continue to seek agreement with landowners in 
parallel to the Order process and those efforts will continue in the event that the Order 
is confirmed, given NGET’s preference to reach voluntary agreements where 
possible, rather than relying on powers of compulsory acquisition. 



7. STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS  
Progress to Date  



7.1 NGET began negotiations with landowners for the required rights in March 2025. The 
negotiations have been split into three categories: landowners with no existing 
agreement; landowners with an existing agreement (either wayleave or easement); 
and freehold acquisition. Further details about the status of negotiations with each 
category are provided below. 
No Existing Agreement  



7.2 As indicated above, these rights are predominantly for access over third-party land to 
reach the assets and rights for blow out conductor swing which had not been 
previously identified.  Below is a summary of the negotiations. 
Table 3- No Existing Agreement- Easement Negotiations 



Easement Negotiations  



Number of Easements Required (No existing 
agreement) 



32 



Contact made but negotiations yet to 
commence 



1 



Negotiations underway 28 



Offer accepted 3 



Easement completed 0 



7.3 Where negotiations are underway with the 28 landowners for a voluntary agreement 
for an easement, these are at a variety of different stages. Ardent are seeking to 
engage with these landowners to seek to progress towards voluntary agreement, 
including through correspondence and site visits. In some cases, Ardent are 
negotiating the settlement of financial terms for the easement requested by NGET. 



7.4 The one case where contact has been made and negotiations are yet to commence 
relates to land owned by National Grid Electricity Distribution (East Midlands) plc. 
NGET has determined that it will not be required to seek rights over this landowner’s 
land. Further, given the requirements related to seeking GEMA consent in relation to 
some licence holders’ interests, NGET will shortly be making modifications to the 
Order to not seek rights in relation to plots 48-19 and 48-30 (owned by NGED), as 
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explained in the note appended to the Statement of Evidence of Ms Evans 
(NGET/LE/2). 



7.5 Of the 28 instances where negotiations are underway, 3 relate to land owned or 
occupied by remaining objectors:  
7.5.1 SNSED Limited; 
7.5.2 Gerald Dunthorne; and 
7.5.3 Crow Park Farming Company, Weston Mill Farming Company, Michael 



Hewson, Victoria Hewson, Samuel Hewson and Kate Bourne. 
Existing Agreements 



7.6 As the assets are existing, there are a number of agreements already in place, a 
mixture of wayleaves and easements. Below is a summary of all the negotiations 
where there are existing agreements.  
Table 4- Existing Agreement- Easement Negotiations 



Easement Negotiations  



Number of Easements Required (existing 
agreements in place) 



183 



Contact made but negotiations yet to 
commence 



5 



Negotiations underway 107 



Offer accepted 68 



Easement completed 3 



7.7 Of the 183 rights required, 75 are landowners with existing wayleaves (41%) of which 
28 have accepted offers for an easement (37%) and 3 easements have completed.  
The remaining 108 rights are landowners with existing easements (59%) of which 40 
have accepted offer for a new style deed (37%).  



7.8 The 5 landowners where negotiations for land rights have not commenced include: 
7.8.1 EDF Energy (Thermal Generation Limited), Uniper UK Limited, The King's 



Most Excellent Majesty In Right Of His Crown and Robert James Dawson: 
NGET has engaged with these landowners and confirmed that it intends to 
rely on existing arrangements and therefore is not seeking new land rights 
(although powers are sought in the Order in respect of the non-operational 
land owned by EDF Energy and Uniper in order to secure the necessary 
rights over the land, including as against other interests subsisting in it).  



7.8.2 Amplius Living: This interest was identified as a freeholder shortly ahead of 
Making the Order, from final land registry/referencing refreshes undertaken 
by Ardent. Amplius Living own the freehold of individual residential plots 
within a wider development site. NGET has agreed a MoA with the 
landowner for the wider development (Avant Homes (England) Limited). 
Following engagement with the landowner, and a wider engineering review, 
NGET has determined that it will not be required to seek rights over Amplius 
Living’s land. 



7.9 Of the 107 landowners in negotiation, 45 are subject to existing wayleaves and 
negotiations are at a variety of different stages:  
7.9.1 NGET is negotiating financial terms with landowners for the rights required.  
7.9.2 Landowners have expressed a preference to keep the existing wayleave 



arrangement for the land rights and NGET is committed to continue 
negotiations for a voluntary easement.  
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7.9.3 Negotiations are dormant, however, NGET is committed to continue 
negotiations for a voluntary easement and is making endeavours through 
correspondence and site visits to engage with these landowners.  



7.9.4 Of the 45 instances where negotiations are underway, 8 relate to land 
owned or occupied by remaining objectors:  
(A) Edward Michael Astley Arlington and Alison Margaret Astley-



Arlington, Edward Michael Astley Arlington and Alison Margaret 
Astley-Arlington (trading as MFP), and Arlington Farming Limited; 



(B) East Midlands Transport Heritage Trust; 
(C) Denise Ann Beardsley, Leslie Alan Beardsley and Lee Michael 



Nixon as Trustees of the Jak Alexander Beardsley Disabled 
Persons Trust; 



(D) Keith Stephen Darlay and Geoffrey William Darlay;  
(E) Lorraine Elizabeth Levell; 
(F) Phillip Michael Dunthorne and Richard Anthony Dunthorne; 
(G) Network Rail; and 
(H) Paul Spink Limited.  



7.10 Of the 107 landowners in negotiation, 62 are subject to existing easements and 
negotiations are at a variety of different stages:  
7.10.1 NGET is discussing the updated terms of the modern deed with the 



landowner.  
7.10.2 NGET is negotiating financial terms with landowners for the rights required.  
7.10.3 Landowners have expressed a preference to keep the existing easement 



arrangement for the land rights and NGET is committed to continue 
negotiations for a voluntary easement.  



7.10.4 Negotiations are dormant, however, NGET is committed to continue 
negotiations for a voluntary easement and is making endeavours through 
correspondence and site visits to engage with these landowners.  



7.10.5 Of the 62 instances where negotiations are underway, 7 relate to land 
owned or occupied by remaining objectors:  
(A) Alan Herbert Headland and Alan John Headland; 
(B) Edward Michael Astley Arlington and Alison Margaret Astley-



Arlington, Edward Michael Astley Arlington and Alison Margaret 
Astley-Arlington (trading as MFP), and Arlington Farming Limited; 



(C) Chloe Francesca Gill; 
(D) J G Pears Property Limited; 
(E) Phillip Michael Dunthorne and Richard Anthony Dunthorne; 
(F) Paul Spink Limited; and 
(G) SNSE Limited. 



Table 5- Freehold Acquisition Negotiations 



Freehold Acquisition Negotiations  



Number of landowners 2 



Contact made but negotiations yet to 
commence 



2 



Negotiations underway 0 
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Freehold Acquisition Negotiations  



Offer accepted 0 



Freehold acquisition completed 0 



7.11 The freehold acquisition negotiations with 2 parties relate to the NGED diversion 
works referenced in Section 4.  



7.12 NGET has made contact with the 2 landowners but has not yet sought to issue offers 
to acquire the freehold of the land required to undertake the NGED works as it is 
understood that voluntary agreement has been agreed in principle with NGED for 
these works. In the event that this voluntary agreement is not entered into in due 
course, a freehold offer will be issued as a last resort to these landowners. 



7.13 The state of play of negotiations with remaining objectors is dealt with in Section 9 
below. 
Crown Land 



7.14 The Order excludes the compulsory acquisition of any Crown interest in the Order 
Land, albeit that the interests of any other parties in land owned by the Crown or in 
which the Crown has an interest are included within the Order. Crown land is 
comprised of: freehold interests of The King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Right of his 
Crown, and interests held by the Secretaries of State for Environment, Food & Rural 
Affairs, Defence and Energy Security and Net Zero.  NGET is in the process of 
obtaining the consent from the Crown bodies listed above, in accordance with section 
63 of the 1989 Act, and is in contact with lawyers instructed on behalf of the Crown 
Estate Commissioners in order to progress the consent needed.  
Statutory Undertakers 



7.15 Statutory undertakers enjoy protection from compulsory purchase orders under 
sections 16 and 17 of the 1981 Act and in the case of rights under Schedule 3 of that 
Act.  The response to objectors who are statutory undertakers is below and/or within 
the statements of Ms Evans (NGET/LS/1) and Mr Kirby (NGET/WK/1) (including in 
relation to the developers of energy projects that are statutory undertakers by virtue of 
holding a generation licence, which are in the Statement of Evidence of Mr Kirby 
(NGET/WK/1)). Below is a summary of the negotiations with statutory undertakers 
that are non-objectors and the summary of the negotiations with statutory undertakers 
who have objected to the Order are within Section 9 or within the Evidence of Mr 
Kirby (NGET/WK/1). 
Table 6- Summary of Negotiations with Statutory Undertakers (Non-Objectors) 



Name of undertaker Nature of rights sought Status 



Uniper UK Limited Overhead Line Rights, 
Access Rights, Oversail 
Rights 



NGET has engaged with 
this landowner and 
confirmed that it intends 
to rely on existing 
arrangements.  
Reflecting the 
requirements related to 
seeking GEMA consent in 
relation to some licence 
holders’ interests, NGET 
will shortly be making 
modifications to the Order 
to not seek rights in 
relation to operational 
land owned by Uniper, as 
explained in the note 
appended to the 
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Name of undertaker Nature of rights sought Status 
Statement of Evidence of 
Ms Evans (NGET/LE/2). 



Canal & River Trust (as 
trustee of the 
Waterways 
Infrastructure Trust) 



Overhead Line Rights, 
Oversail Rights 



Landowner has refused 
the easement offer due to 
preference to rely on 
existing master 
agreement.  



Severn Trent plc  Overhead Line Rights, 
Access Rights, Oversail 
Rights 



Negotiations are 
underway for the grant of 
a voluntary Deed of 
Easement.  



Severn Trent Water 
Limited 



Overhead Line Rights, 
Access Rights, Oversail 
Rights 



Negotiations are 
underway for the grant of 
a voluntary Deed of 
Easement. 



Mainline Pipelines 
Limited 



Overhead Line Rights No land rights required.  



National Grid Electricity 
Distribution (East 
Midlands) plc 



Overhead Line Rights, 
Oversail Rights 



Reflecting the 
requirements related to 
seeking GEMA consent in 
relation to some licence 
holders’ interests, NGET 
will shortly be making 
modifications to the Order 
to not seek rights in 
relation to plots 48-19 and 
48-30 (owned by NGED), 
as explained in the note 
appended to the 
Statement of Evidence of 
Ms Evans (NGET/LE/2). 



EDF Energy (Thermal 
Generation) Limited 



Overhead Line Rights, 
Oversail Rights, Cabling 
Rights 



NGET has engaged with 
this landowner and 
confirmed that it intends 
to rely on existing 
arrangements.  
Reflecting the 
requirements related to 
seeking GEMA consent in 
relation to some licence 
holders’ interests, NGET 
will shortly be making 
modifications to the Order 
to not seek rights in 
relation to operational 
land owned by EDF 
Energy, as explained in 
the note appended to the 
Statement of Evidence of 
Ms Evans (NGET/LE/2). 
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Name of undertaker Nature of rights sought Status 



Trent Valley Internal 
Drainage Board 



Access Rights NGET have made an offer 
for a voluntary Deed of 
Easement to this 
landowner.  



Advanced Electricity 
Networks Limited 



Overhead Line Rights, 
Oversail Rights 



NGET made an offer for a 
voluntary Deed of 
Easement, however, in 
discussions with the 
landowner it was 
determined that an 
easement would not be 
required and therefore 
NGET is not seeking new 
land rights.  
Reflecting the 
requirements related to 
seeking GEMA consent in 
relation to some licence 
holders’ interests, NGET 
will shortly be making 
modifications to the Order 
to not seek rights in 
relation to plot 41-4 (in 
which Advanced 
Electricity Networks 
Limited has an interest), 
as explained in the note 
appended to the 
Statement of Evidence of 
Ms Evans (NGET/LE/2). 



7.16 NGET is continuing to negotiate with the statutory undertakers where required, and it 
does not consider that any of the statutory undertakers would suffer serious detriment 
as a result of the Project or the acquisition of the relevant land or rights, particularly 
given the proposed works are on or immediately adjacent to land on which existing 
electricity transmission infrastructure is situated. NGET considers that the rights being 
sought can be acquired without serious detriment to the relevant undertaking and, 
therefore, the tests in paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the 1981 Act are met. 



7.17 To the extent that consent from the Gas and Electricity Markets Authority is required 
for licence holders, this is covered in the Statement of Evidence of Ms Evans 
(NGET/LE/1). 



8. COMPLIANCE WITH CPO GUIDANCE  
8.1 This section explains how National Grid has complied with the CPO Guidance. In 



developing the Order and in dealing with land issues NGET, their legal team and 
Ardent as their land agents have had regard to legislation and government guidance. 
I set out below a more detailed consideration of some of the key elements of the 
guidance and how NGET have followed these in the context of land agency matters. I 
can confirm that in my professional opinion NGET has complied with the relevant 
guidance. 



8.2 Paragraph 2 of the CPO Guidance states "The confirming authority will expect the 
acquiring authority to demonstrate that they have taken reasonable steps to acquire 
all of the land and rights included in the Order by agreement."  



8.3 Section 6 of this evidence sets out the acquisition strategy for National Grid and 
explains National Grid’s LRS and the approach it has adopted to acquire land by 
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agreement. National Grid has liaised with the landowners and other interests and has 
sought to acquire the necessary land and associated rights by agreement with initial 
correspondence seeking rights sent in March 2025 Further detail on negotiations with 
remaining objectors is set out at Section 9 below. 



8.4 Paragraph 3 of the CPO Guidance makes it clear that in order to reach early 
settlements, public sector organisations should make reasonable initial offers and be 
prepared to engage constructively with claimants about relocation issues and 
mitigation and accommodation works where relevant.  



8.5 Section 6 of this statement discusses the LRS and its implementation across all 
NGET Projects, which has recently been reviewed ensuring the offers are in 
accordance with paragraph 3 of the guidance. In my professional opinion those offers 
are appropriate and reasonable as the guidance requires.  NGET has also engaged 
constructively with affected parties about individual concerns. Section 9 below 
summarises how concerns of individual objectors to the Project have been 
addressed. 



8.6 Paragraph 22 of the CPO Guidance states acquiring authorities must ensure they 
comply with their obligations under the General Data Protection Regulations and Data 
Protection Act 2018 when undertaking a compulsory purchase order. As part of this, 
acquiring authorities need to provide information to any individuals involved in the 
process about how their personal data will be used.  



8.7 When issuing correspondence to individuals, such as a land interest questionnaire 
("LIQ"), survey access request or engagement letter including memorandum of 
understanding, the Project enclosed a copy of a NGET privacy notice specific to the 
Project which explains who Ardent, as data processor, are in relation to NGET (as the 
data controller), and how the personal data requested is collected and processed. 
This also details the type of data that is collected and how the data will be used to 
assist with the ongoing development of the Project and to ensure correct details are 
held.  



8.8 All correspondence to landowners has also included a short statement at the end of 
correspondence confirming "Data Protection: Ardent Management Limited act as a 
Processor on behalf of National Grid with regard to the personal data we collect and 
process about you. For more information about how National Grid use your personal 
data, please refer to their privacy policy enclosed or at nationalgrid.com/privacy-
policy".  



8.9 Furthermore, where necessary, such as in the explanatory text above the LIQ form, 
brief supplementary detail is given to explain how any information provided is 
processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and that its sole purpose 
is to identify land interests. 



9. CONSIDERATION OF OBJECTIONS RECEIVED 
9.1 Where issues raised by objectors are relevant to my expertise and the content of this 



Statement, they are considered below. 
OBJ15 (formerly OBJ1 as in the Statement of Case) - Alan Herbert Headland 
and Alan John Headland 



9.2 The landowner’s objection contends that the Order is not in the public interest, due to 
the existence of existing arrangements.  
9.2.1 NGET does not accept that the Order is unnecessary or not justified in the 



public interest. The Order pursues a legitimate aim to ensure the continued 
safe and reliable operation of the transmission network. NGET's position 
remains that the rights sought under the Order are reasonably necessary for 
the purposes of the Project. 



9.2.2 The land owned by the Objector is subject to an existing easement, 
however, the existing easement is deficient in comparison to the rights 
sought under the Order. For example, the existing easement does not 
contain rights to survey or alter the electric lines, to access adjoining land, 
or to use small uncrewed aircraft for the purposes of surveys, maintenance, 
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alterations, replacements and inspections. The rights sought by NGET also 
provide wider rights to manage vegetation and remove obstacles, sets out 
more defined clearance areas to protect the towers and electric lines and 
permits the installation of temporary roads as would be required for the 
Project. As set out in Section 6, NGET has included all existing land rights 
across all of the required land to bring all agreements in line with the 
modern standard of rights required for the Project.   



9.3 The landowner’s objection contends that the Order will negatively impact on their 
legal property interests.  
9.3.1 NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition, seeking 



only permanent rights rather than freehold title. NGET notes that it currently 
holds an easement over Messrs Headland’s property and therefore is not 
proposing to convert an existing terminable agreement into an easement as 
stated in the objection. Instead, NGET is proposing to update the terms of 
the existing easement rights to ensure the continued safe and reliable 
operation of the transmission network. NGET has engaged with the 
landowners and their representative to discuss the updated easement 
arrangement and, subject to the settlement of financial terms, is open to 
further engagement to conclude this voluntary agreement in due course. Ms 
Evan’s proof of evidence (NGET/LE/1) also addresses the human rights 
tests applicable to the confirmation of the Order and concludes that the 
interference with private rights sought is justified by the compelling case 
(and benefits) of the Project. 



9.4 The landowner’s objection contends that insufficient weight has been attached to 
NGET's correspondence with them regarding the implications of the Order.  
9.4.1 NGET’s position is that it has made reasonable endeavours to engage with 



the landowners regarding the Project. Ardent has communicated with the 
landowner throughout the Project in relation to the Order and a voluntary 
agreement for an easement. A breakdown of the communication is set out 
below. 



Table 7- Engagement with Alan Herbert Headland and Alan John Headland 



Date Communication 



27/09/2024 Ardent sent a Project Introductory letter 
and Landowner Questionnaire. The 
questionnaire was returned by the 
landowner on 04/10/2024. 



05/06/2025 Ardent sent a letter with an update 
regarding the Project and 
refurbishment works. 



12/11/2025 Ardent sent a Land Interest 
Questionnaire to the landowner. The 
questionnaire was returned by the 
landowner on 23/12/2025.  
 



04/02/2026 Ardent sent an offer letter to the 
landowner for an updated Deed of 
Easement. 



16/02/2026 Upon request, Ardent provided a digital 
copy of the offer letter for an updated 
Deed of Easement. 
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Date Communication 



20/03/2026 Ardent discussed the Project with the 
landowners’ representatives in a 
telephone call. 



13/04/2026 Ardent discussed the Project with the 
landowner in a telephone call. 



12/05/2026 Ardent emailed the landowners’ 
representative with further detail of the 
offer for a Deed of Easement. 



23/06/2026 Ardent met with the landowners’ 
representatives to discuss the Deed of 
Easement. 



08/07/2026 Ardent discussed the Deed of 
Easement with the landowners’ 
representative in a telephone call. 



08/07/2026 Ardent provided a summary of the 
rights sought in the updated Deed of 
Easement in comparison to the existing 
Deed of Easement to the landowners’ 
representative.   



9.5 Ardent has also communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation 
to arrangements for survey access.  



9.6 NGET has at all times sought to communicate clearly the nature and effect of the 
Order and has encouraged the Objectors to seek independent advice. NGET has 
expressly stated within its written correspondence set out in the above summary that 
it would rely on compulsory acquisition powers for the purposes of the land rights 
sought for the Project if a voluntary agreement was not achieved. NGET also 
provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects" 
appended at DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner which sets out ways of working 
between NGET and agents representing landowners and that reasonable and 
commensurate professional fees incurred by the landowner will be reimbursed by 
NGET.  



9.7 NGET’s position is that it has reached an agreement in principle with the landowners’ 
representative for the land rights sought from the landowner, subject to the settlement 
of financial terms. It is NGET’s understanding that the objection will be withdrawn by 
the Objector once the financial terms have been agreed. 
OBJ12 (formerly OBJ2 as in the Statement of Case) - Edward Michael Astley 
Arlington and Alison Margaret Astley-Arlington, Edward Michael Astley 
Arlington and Alison Margaret Astley-Arlington (trading as MFP), and Arlington 
Farming Limited 



9.8 The landowner’s objection stated a concern regarding the impact of the Project on 
their dairy farm operations.  
9.8.1 NGET is committed to minimising disruption to the landowner’s dairy 



farming operations, and NGET has engaged with the landowners through 
correspondence and site meetings and agreed suitable access measures 
during the Project refurbishment works. NGET has also agreed the 
principles of a voluntary agreement for an easement, including how access 
for future maintenance and operation of the overhead lines will be taken in 
consideration of the dairy farm operations. Negotiations for the settlement of 
financial terms relating to the voluntary agreement for an easement are 
ongoing and NGET expects to reach agreement in due course. It is NGET’s 
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understanding that this part of the landowners’ objection will be withdrawn 
by the Objector once the financial terms have been agreed. 



9.9 The landowner’s objection also relates to the impact of the Project on the Great North 
Road Solar and Biodiversity Park. The landowner’s objection contends that the 
compulsory acquisition of rights over the plots is unsupported by a compelling case in 
the public interest and that the Order does not outweigh the benefit of the Great North 
Road Solar and Biodiversity Park.  
9.9.1 NGET does not accept that there is an absence of a compelling case to 



acquire the rights sought over these plots. They are required for the delivery 
of the Project. Moreover, NGET is progressing negotiations with Elements 
Green in relation to the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park to 
ensure that the interface between the Project and Solar Park is properly 
managed. This will be captured formally via a legal agreement between 
NGET and Elements Green. 



OBJ11 (formerly OBJ3 as in the Statement of Case) – Chloe Francesca Gill 
9.10 The landowner’s objection is that the acquisition of rights over the plots is 



unsupported by a compelling case in the public interest and that the Project can co-
exist with the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park with reasonable 
alternatives being available.  
9.10.1 NGET does not accept that there is an absence of a compelling case to 



acquire the rights sought over these plots. They are required for the delivery 
of the Project. Moreover, NGET is progressing negotiations with Elements 
Green in relation to the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park to 
ensure that the interface between the Project and Solar Park is properly 
managed. This will be captured formally via a legal agreement between 
NGET and Elements Green. There is no reasonable alternative approach 
available beyond this, and the objector does not specify one. 



OBJ8 (formerly OBJ5 as in the Statement of Case) – East Midlands Transport 
Heritage Trust 



9.11 The objection raised three points: (1) the Order incorrectly describes the land as a 
"disused railway" when it is in fact an operational railway operated under the Great 
Central (Nottingham) Railway Order 1995; (2) any rights granted under the Order 
must reflect the railway's operational status and be exercised in accordance with the 
GCNRO 1995 and GIRT 7073; and (3) the Objector is willing to grant a deed of 
easement by agreement. 
9.11.1 NGET accepts that the railway has been incorrectly described and will 



amend the land description accordingly within the Order shortly. NGET has 
provided appropriate protections for the Objector through a voluntary deed 
of easement. The parties have agreed the terms of the deed of easement, 
and this is to be signed imminently. Once the deed of easement is signed, 
the objection will be withdrawn by the Objector.  



OBJ19 (formerly OBJ7 as in the Statement of Case) – Elements Green Trent 
Limited 



9.12 The objection contends that the rights sought under the Order over certain plots may 
give rise to a conflict with the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park and that 
the interference with the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park is not 
necessary. 
9.12.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with the Solar Park and is 



NGET is progressing negotiations with Elements Green in relation to the 
Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park to ensure that the interface 
between the Project and Solar Park is properly managed. This will be 
captured formally via a legal agreement between NGET and Elements 
Green. NGET notes the Objector's indication that it will withdraw its 
objection upon completion of the voluntary agreement and welcomes the 
opportunity to continue to progress those discussions. 
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OBJ3 (formerly OBJ9 as in the Statement of Case) – Holcim UK Limited 
9.13 The Objector is concerned with the potential interruption to the Objector’s access to 



and from its Sturton-le-Steeple Quarry whilst any rights acquired pursuant to the 
Order are exercised over plot 1-13.  
9.13.1 NGET has engaged with the Objector in correspondence and at a site 



meeting to understand the precise operational requirements of the Quarry, 
including in relation to health and safety, to ensure any impact is 
appropriately managed and the Projects can co-exist. NGET has issued a 
formal response to the Objector on a Without Prejudice basis summarising 
the discussions held and measures that would be adopted in exercising 
rights over plot 1-13. The Objector has provided a formal response to NGET 
on 22nd July 2026 for consideration by NGET and indicating its willingness 
to withdraw its objection subject to conditions. NGET will respond in due 
course with a view to the objection being withdrawn prior to Inquiry.  



9.13.2 NGET notes and welcomes the Objector’s acknowledgement that it has 
worked collaboratively with National Grid in similar circumstances elsewhere 
and its commitment to doing so in relation to the rights sought pursuant to 
this Order. 



OBJ5 (formerly OBJ10 as in the Statement of Case) - Denise Ann Beardsley, 
Leslie Alan Beardsley and Lee Michael Nixon as Trustees of the Jak 
Alexander Beardsley Disabled Persons Trust 



9.14 The landowner’s objection contends that NGET has not made reasonable efforts to 
acquire by agreement, contending that NGET has:  
9.14.1 refused to meet reasonable professional costs;  



(A) NGET does not accept this position. NGET has confirmed to the 
landowners’ representative that it will reimburse the Objectors’ 
reasonable professional costs and has set out reasonable hourly 
rates that are consistent with the approach adopted across the 
Project. NGET also provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors 
advising on National Grid projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the 
landowner which sets out ways of working between NGET and 
agents representing landowners and that reasonable and 
commensurate professional fees incurred by the landowner will be 
reimbursed by NGET. The objection states that the rates offered by 
NGET are below those listed within the Central Association of 
Agricultural Valuers ("CAAV") Fees Survey, however, the rates 
listed within the abovementioned guidance document are based 
upon the CAAV Fees Survey.  



9.14.2 failed to provide the proposed easement prior to making the Order; 
(A) NGET made an offer for an easement in advance of making the 



Order and had communicated the nature and the scope of rights 
sought prior to providing the easement document and the making of 
the Order. A copy of the correspondence related to the offer of a 
voluntary deed of easement is appended to the Statement of 
Evidence DH02 (NGET/DH/2).  



9.14.3 refused to consider reasonable amendments; 
(A) NGET has engaged with the landowner regarding amendments to 



the deed of easement on a Without Prejudice basis although it has 
not yet been possible to reach agreement on the terms.   



9.14.4 sought rights materially exceeding those typically agreed; 
(A) NGET does not accept that the rights sought materially exceed 



those necessary for the Project. The rights sought are consistent 
with the approach adopted across the Project and have been 
tailored to reflect the nature of the works to be undertaken. The 
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precedent deed of easement document was reviewed and updated 
by NGET in April 2025 and is used for all of its OHL assets across 
the country.  



9.14.5 sought rights potentially inconsistent with an easement; 
(A) NGET does not accept that the rights sought are inconsistent with 



the ordinary characteristics of an easement. The rights are drafted 
to permit NGET to carry out the works necessary for the 
refurbishment, maintenance and operation of the electricity 
transmission infrastructure whilst preserving the Objectors' 
ownership and use of the land.  



9.14.6 that NGET has conducted an inadequate referencing exercise; 
(A) NGET has undertaken a comprehensive referencing exercise to 



identify all interests likely to be affected by the Order, including Land 
Registry searches, contact land referencing (land interest 
questionnaires), and site visits therefore meeting diligent inquiry.  



(B) NGET acknowledges that a notice was initially served purporting to 
rely upon section 16 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 and that this was subsequently corrected in a 
letter on 4th December 2025 to state that the notice was served in 
accordance with Section 5A of the Acquisition of Land Act 1981. 
Where landowners wish to seek professional advice in completing a 
Land Interest Questionnaire, NGET will reimburse the landowner for 
the professional fees incurred and this was explained in letters of 
11th November 2025 and 4th December 2025 NGET is satisfied 
that the referencing exercise undertaken is adequate and that all 
relevant interests have been identified. 



9.14.7 provided an inaccurate Schedule of Landowner Engagement; 
(A) The Schedule of Landowner Engagement reflected the position as 



understood by NGET at the time the Statement of Reasons was 
prepared, that the offer of a voluntary deed of easement had been 
refused by the landowner. Since the making of the Order and the 
date of the Objection, negotiations have recommenced with the 
Objectors. NGET have engaged with the Objectors on a Without 
Prejudice basis regarding amendments to the deed of easement 
and financial terms however it has not yet been possible to reach an 
agreement.  



9.14.8 provided an inaccurate Statement of Reasons; 
(A) The Statement of Reasons describes the general approach adopted 



across the Project; NGET has since discussed the particular 
circumstances of the Objectors' case and remains open to further 
discussions. 



9.15 The landowner’s objection contends that the Order is not in the public interest, stating 
that:  
9.15.1 the works described are refurbishment of existing infrastructure and that 



existing arrangements confer rights for the Project; 
(A) The land owned by the landowner is subject to an existing 



wayleave. NGET considers it essential to secure permanent 
easements rather than rely on wayleaves as set out above in the 
Statement of Evidence. 



9.15.2 existing statutory mechanisms allow continued operation (i.e. Necessary 
Wayleaves);  
(A) First, the statutory Necessary Wayleave regime provides only 



temporary rights to NGET and would give rise to significant delay 
and uncertainty. The Necessary Wayleave regime provides only 
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temporary rights which are subject to periodic renewal and do not 
provide the long-term security of tenure necessary for the ongoing 
operation, maintenance, inspection and protection of important 
electricity transmission infrastructure such as the Project. Second, 
the process of obtaining Necessary Wayleaves across the entirety 
of the route would give rise to significant delay and uncertainty 
which would be incompatible with the delivery programme for the 
Project. Third, the rights obtainable under a Necessary Wayleave 
may not extend to all of the rights required for the purposes of the 
Project. The compulsory acquisition of permanent easements is 
therefore necessary to ensure the timely delivery of the Project and 
the long-term security of the transmission network. 



9.15.3 permanent rights appear to be sought primarily to regularise NGET's 
property position;  
(A) The acquisition of permanent easements is necessary to secure the 



long-term operation, maintenance and protection of the Project. The 
refurbishment works will result in upgraded infrastructure which will 
remain in situ and in operation for the foreseeable future, and it is 
appropriate that the rights securing that infrastructure are 
commensurate in duration.  



(B) NGET notes the Objectors' concern regarding the potential impact 
upon future uses of the land and is discussing this with the 
landowners’ representative in Without Prejudice negotiations. 
Nevertheless, the availability of compensation for any diminution in 
the value of the land or interference with its use provides an 
appropriate safeguard in this regard. 



9.15.4 timing of the works affecting the Objectors' land. 
(A) The Project works initially programmed for 2026 have since been 



rescheduled and are now likely to be carried out following 
confirmation of the Order.  



(B) In summary, NGET does not accept that the Order is unnecessary 
or not justified in the public interest. The Order pursues a legitimate 
aim to ensure the continued safe and reliable operation of the 
transmission network. NGET's position remains that the rights 
sought under the Order are reasonably necessary for the purposes 
of the Project. 



9.16 The landowner’s objection further contends that the rights sought have not been 
minimised by NGET, stating that: 
9.16.1 Rights groups do not meaningfully limit the rights sought: 



(A) NGET has identified distinct groups of rights and assigned those 
groups to individual plots on the basis of the works and activities 
anticipated in respect of each plot. The rights groups are designed 
to ensure that the rights acquired over each plot are appropriate to 
the works to be carried out on or in the vicinity of that plot. NGET 
acknowledges that certain rights, such as the right to establish 
works compounds and the right relating to environmental and 
ecological mitigation, appear within more than one rights group. 
This reflects the operational reality that such activities may be 
required in connection with different types of works across the route. 
However, the assignment of rights groups to individual plots 
ensures that only those rights which are relevant to the anticipated 
works on each plot are acquired. NGET is satisfied that the rights 
sought over the Objector's land are no more than reasonably 
necessary for the purposes of the Project.  



(B) Permanent rights are sought where temporary rights would suffice: 
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(1) NGET does not accept that temporary rights would suffice; 
the rights sought are required for the ongoing operation, 
maintenance, inspection, repair and renewal on a 
permanent, long-term, basis including the use of working 
areas and access routes.  



(C) Vegetation management rights are unrestricted: 
(1) Vegetation management rights are necessary to ensure 



safe and reliable operation of the infrastructure in 
compliance with statutory and regulatory obligations. NGET 
is required to manage vegetation in the vicinity of its 
overhead lines in accordance with its statutory and 
regulatory obligations. The rights sought are intended to 
enable NGET to carry out vegetation management in 
compliance with those obligations. In practice, NGET 
carries out vegetation management in accordance with 
appropriate Arboricultural standards and in consultation with 
landowners. NGET is discussing the terms of the voluntary 
deed of easement with the landowners’ representative on a 
Without Prejudice basis. The deed of easement includes 
terms related to the management of vegetation on the 
Objectors’ land.  



9.17 The landowner’s objection further contends that the exercise of the rights sought 
would inhibit the use of the land and impact field access and land management. 
9.17.1 NGET is committed to minimising disruption and will seek to agree 



appropriate access arrangements in advance. NGET is willing to engage 
with the Objectors to discuss the proposed routes of access and to consider 
any arrangements which would reduce the impact upon the management of 
the land. NGET has offered to meet with the landowners and their 
representative on site to discuss these matters however this has not been 
accepted to date.  



9.18 The landowner’s objection contends that the exercise of the rights sought would 
interfere with future land use, including for environmental land management schemes 
("ELMS") or development of the land.  
9.18.1 NGET will seek to exercise any rights, so far as reasonably practicable, in a 



manner which minimises interference with the Objectors' use of the land. 
NGET does not consider that the Project would prohibit the landowner from 
entering ELMS as the Order relates to existing infrastructure and there is no 
restriction on entering the land into an ELMS. In the event that the exercise 
of the rights under the Order placed the Objectors in breach of an ELMS 
requirement, the landowner would be entitled to compensation. NGET is 
discussing a financial settlement in relation to the deed of easement and 
future development of the land with the landowners’ representative on a 
Without Prejudice basis, however, it has not yet been possible to reach 
agreement on these terms. 



9.19 The landowner’s objection contends that the compulsory acquisition of the rights 
sought would disproportionately interfere with the Objector’s property rights.  
9.19.1 NGET does not accept that the Order gives rise to a disproportionate 



interference with the Objectors' property rights. The Order pursues a 
legitimate aim in the public interest; the rights sought are no more than 
reasonably necessary; and the Objectors will be entitled to compensation. 
NGET has had regard to the Human Rights Act 1998 and is satisfied that 
the interference is justified, necessary and proportionate. 
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OBJ21 (formerly OBJ11 as in the Statement of Case) – J G Pears Group 
Companies (including J G Pears Property Limited) 



9.20 The landowner’s objection contends that the rights sought pursuant to the Order are 
excessive, insufficiently defined, and that permanent rights are sought 
notwithstanding that certain works may be temporary in nature.  
9.20.1 NGET does not accept this position. NGET has undertaken a careful 



assessment of the rights required and has identified distinct packages of 
rights assigned to individual Plots based on anticipated works. The scope of 
the rights sought is no wider than is reasonably necessary. NGET considers 
it necessary and appropriate to acquire permanent rights because: (a) the 
refurbishment works will result in upgraded infrastructure which will remain 
in situ for the foreseeable future; and (b) it is in the public interest to obtain 
appropriate security for the electricity supply network through permanent 
land rights, consistent with paragraph 2.6.4 of NPS EN-5. NGET has 
reached a provisional agreement with the Objector to secure permanent 
rights on a voluntary basis and remains willing to engage to complete the 
grant of a permanent easement on agreed terms. 



9.21 The landowner stated concerns regarding the conflict with other NGET projects and 
the Order, and that engagement should be carried out on a holistic basis.  
9.21.1 NGET notes the request for holistic engagement and since has sought to 



coordinate engagement with the Objector through correspondence and site 
visits, taking into account all NGET projects that impact the land. NGET is 
committed to managing any interface issues appropriately and will continue 
to engage with the landowner on this basis.  



9.21.2 NGET notes statements from the Objector in relation to access routes 
through their land and has since discussed this with them to seek a 
resolution. NGET has reached a provisional agreement with the Objector to 
secure permanent rights on a voluntary basis, including suitable rights of 
access for the purposes of the Project. 



9.21.3 NGET has had regard to the interaction between the Project and other 
schemes and is satisfied that the rights sought under the Order are required 
for this Project. Other NGET schemes are being promoted by NGET 
separately and as such the rights sought under the Order have been 
prepared to meet the requirements of the Project.  



9.22 The landowner raised concerns that new access routes have been included within the 
Order.  
9.22.1 To the extent that access requirements could be rationalised without 



compromising the delivery or maintenance of the Project, NGET have 
considered amendments to access routes in consultation with the Objector. 
NGET has reached a provisional agreement with the Objector regarding the 
grant of permanent land rights, including suitable rights of access for the 
purposes of the Project.  



9.23 The landowner stated concerns regarding the impact of the Order on planned 
redevelopment of its land.  
9.23.1 NGET has discussed the rights sought in the Order over the land through 



correspondence and site meetings with the landowner and NGET is hopeful 
that a resolution can be agreed in due course. NGET has reached a 
provisional agreement with the Objector to secure permanent rights on a 
voluntary basis and remains willing to engage to complete the grant of a 
permanent easement on agreed terms. 



9.23.2 The landowner’s objection contends that NGET has failed to adequately 
engage with them and that the Project has not been subject to a requisite 
level of consultation. 



9.23.3 Notwithstanding NGET’s position that it does not accept this position, NGET 
has sought to continue to engage with the landowner since the date of the 
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objection regarding the Project through correspondence and site visits to 
seek a resolution to its objection. NGET has reached a provisional 
agreement with the Objector to secure permanent rights on a voluntary 
basis and expects to complete the grant of a permanent easement on 
agreed terms in due course.  



OBJ6 (formerly OBJ12 as in the Statement of Case) – Lorraine Elizabeth Levell 
9.24 NGET note that the landowner’s objection is broadly in line with OBJ5 and therefore 



the majority of the points raised are answered in the response to OBJ5. This is save 
for: 
9.24.1 The Objector contends that the Schedule of Landowner Engagement was 



inaccurate, stating "Deed of Easement in negotiation".  
(A) The entry reflects the position as understood by NGET at the time 



the Statement of Reasons was prepared, namely that the deed of 
easement was in negotiation, albeit negotiations were limited due to 
disputes regarding the reimbursement of the Objector’s professional 
fees. NGET has since held negotiations with the landowner’s 
representative on a Without Prejudice basis, however, it has not yet 
been possible to agree terms.  



(B) NGET also provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising 
on National Grid projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner 
which sets out ways of working between NGET and agents 
representing landowners and that reasonable and commensurate 
professional fees incurred by the landowner will be reimbursed by 
NGET.  



(C) A copy of the offer letter for a voluntary deed of easement has been 
appended to this Statement of Evidence DH03 (NGET/DH/2). 



9.24.2 The landowner contends that the extent of plot 48-4 has not been 
specifically justified.  
(A) This plot is required for a stringing area and is therefore wider than 



the OHL swathe. The general approach and justifications for such 
areas are provided in the Statement of Evidence of Mr Kirby 
(NGET/WK/1).  



9.24.3 The landowner contends that the exercise of the rights sought will interfere 
with the use of the land for equestrian activities.  
(A) NGET is committed to minimising disruption and will seek to agree 



appropriate access arrangements in advance. Prior to the 
postponement of the works due to take place in 2026, NGET’s 
contractors had engaged with the Objectors to discuss the proposed 
routes of access and any considered arrangements which would 
reduce the impact upon the management of the land. NGET would 
do the same in exercising its rights sought under the Order for the 
purposes of future operation and maintenance. The landowner is 
also entitled to compensation for losses associated with the 
exercise of the rights sought by NGET under the Order. 



(B) NGET notes concerns that the Objector stated regarding that NGET 
proposed to clear overgrown gateways for access, however it has 
since been agreed with the landowner’s representative that these 
would be the most appropriate routes to carry out the works 
associated with the Project.  



OBJ17 (formerly OBJ13 as in the Statement of Case) – Keith Stephen Darlay 
and Geoffrey William Darlay:  



9.25 NGET note that the landowner’s objection is in line with OBJ15 and therefore the 
points raised are answered in the response to OBJ15. This is save for: 
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9.25.1 The landowners’ objection contends that the existing agreement provides 
the rights sought under the Order.  
(A) The land owned by the landowner is subject to an existing 



wayleave. NGET’s position is that it does not consider it appropriate 
to rely on voluntary wayleaves and seeks permanent rights for the 
reasons already stated earlier in this Statement of Evidence.  



(B) The landowner’s objection contends that insufficient weight has 
been attached to NGET's correspondence with them regarding the 
implications of the Order. 



(C) NGET’s position is that it has made reasonable endeavours to 
engage with the landowners regarding the Project. Ardent has 
communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation 
to the Order and a voluntary agreement for an easement, a 
breakdown of the communication is set out below: 



Table 8- Engagement with Keith Stephen Darlay and Geoffrey William Darlay 



Date Communication 



06/09/2024 Ardent sent a Project Introductory letter 
and Landowner Questionnaire.  



18/03/2025 Ardent sent an offer letter to the 
landowner for a voluntary Deed of 
Easement.  



01/04/2025 Ardent discussed the Project with the 
landowner on a telephone call and 
reissued the offer letter by email.  



07/05/2025 Ardent sent an email to the landowner 
to follow up on the offer of a voluntary 
Deed of Easement.  



04/06/2025 Ardent sent an email to the landowner 
to follow up on the offer of a voluntary 
Deed of Easement. 



05/06/2025 Ardent sent a letter with an update 
regarding the Project and 
refurbishment works. 



06/08/2025 Ardent sent an email to the landowner 
to follow up on the offer of a voluntary 
Deed of Easement. 



03/09/2025 Ardent sent a revised offer to the 
landowner for a voluntary Deed of 
Easement.  



30/09/2025 Ardent sent a follow up email to the 
landowner regarding the revised offer 
for a voluntary Deed of Easement.  



12/11/2025 Ardent sent a Land Interest 
Questionnaire to the landowner. The 
questionnaire was returned by the 
landowner on 12/01/2026.  
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Date Communication 



03/12/2025 Ardent sent a follow up email to the 
landowner regarding the revised offer 
for a voluntary Deed of Easement. 



11/03/2026 Ardent sent a follow up email to the 
landowner regarding the revised offer 
for a voluntary Deed of Easement. 



16/03/2026 The landowner returned a signed MoA 
and provided solicitor details.  



20/03/2026 Ardent discussed the Project with the 
landowners’ representatives in a 
telephone call. 



13/04/2026 Ardent discussed the Project with the 
landowner in a telephone call. 



12/05/2026 Ardent emailed the landowners’ 
representative with further detail of the 
offer for a Deed of Easement. 



23/06/2026 Ardent met with the landowners’ 
representatives to discuss the 
voluntary Deed of Easement. 



08/07/2026 Ardent discussed the voluntary Deed of 
Easement with the landowners’ 
representative in a telephone call. 



21/07/2026 Ardent contacted the landowner to 
make arrangements for an inspection 
of the property in relation to an 
Injurious Affection claim.  



9.26 Ardent has also communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation 
to arrangements for survey access.  



9.27 NGET provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid 
projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner which sets out ways of working 
between NGET and agents representing landowners and that reasonable and 
commensurate professional fees incurred by the landowner will be reimbursed by 
NGET.  



9.28 NGET’s position is that it has reached an agreement in principle with the landowners’ 
representative for the land rights sought from the landowner, subject to the settlement 
of financial terms. It is NGET’s understanding that the objection will be withdrawn by 
the Objector once the financial terms have been agreed. 
OBJ4 (formerly OBJ14 as in the Statement of Case) – Gerald Dunthorne, Phillip 
Michael Dunthorne, Richard Anthony Dunthorne and G Dunthorne & Sons 



9.29 The landowner’s objection is broadly in line with OBJ5 and OBJ6 and therefore the 
points raised are answered in the response to OBJ5 and OBJ6. NGET has held 
negotiations with the landowner’s representative on a Without Prejudice basis, 
however, it has not yet been possible to agree terms.  



9.30 NGET provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid 
projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner which sets out ways of working 
between NGET and agents representing landowners and that reasonable and 
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commensurate professional fees incurred by the landowner will be reimbursed by 
NGET.  



9.31 Copies of the offer letters for a voluntary deed of easement have been appended to 
this Statement of Evidence DH04 (NGET/DH/2).  
OBJ16 – Paul Spink Limited 



9.32 NGET note that the landowner’s objection is in line with OBJ15 and therefore the 
points raised are answered in the response to OBJ15. This is save for:  



9.32.1 The landowners’ objection contends that the existing agreement provides 
the rights sought under the Order. 



(A) Part of the land owned by the Objector is subject to an existing 
wayleave, and part of the land owned by the Objector is subject to 
an existing easement. NGET’s position is that it does not consider it 
appropriate to rely on voluntary wayleaves and seeks permanent 
rights for the reasons already stated earlier in this Statement of 
Evidence. 



(B) The existing easement is deficient in comparison to the rights 
sought under the Order. For example, the existing easement does 
not contain rights to survey, alter, operate or replace the electric 
lines, to access adjoining land, or to use small uncrewed aircraft for 
the purposes of surveys, maintenance, alterations, replacements 
and inspections. The rights sought by NGET also provides wider 
rights to manage vegetation and remove obstacles, sets out more 
defined clearance areas to protect the Towers and electric lines, 
and permits the installation of temporary roads as would be required 
for the Project. As set out in Section 6, NGET has included all 
existing land rights across all of the required land to bring all 
agreements in line with the modern standard.  



9.32.2 The landowner’s objection contends that insufficient weight has been 
attached to NGET's correspondence with them regarding the implications of 
the Order. 



(A) NGET’s position is that it has made reasonable endeavours to 
engage with the landowners regarding the Project. Ardent has 
communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation 
to the Order and a voluntary agreement for an easement, a 
breakdown of the communication is set out below. 



Table 9- Engagement with Paul Spink Limited 



Date Communication 



06/09/2024 Ardent sent a Project Introductory letter 
and Landowner Questionnaire.  



18/03/2025 Ardent sent an offer letter to the 
landowner for a voluntary Deed of 
Easement.  



15/05/2025 Ardent visited the landowner’s property 
to discuss the voluntary Deed of 
Easement and subsequently provided 
copies of the letter by email.  



05/06/2025 Ardent sent a letter with an update 
regarding the Project and 
refurbishment works. 
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Date Communication 



21/07/2026 Ardent sent a follow up email regarding 
the voluntary Deed of Easement.  



12/11/2025 Ardent sent a Land Interest 
Questionnaire to the landowner.  



04/12/2025 Ardent sent a follow up letter to request 
the return of the Land Interest 
Questionnaire. 



04/02/2026 Ardent sent an offer letter to the 
landowner for an updated Deed of 
Easement. 



18/02/2026 Ardent sent an email to the landowner 
to follow up on the updated Deed of 
Easement.  



20/03/2026 Ardent discussed the Project with the 
landowners’ representatives in a 
telephone call. 



13/04/2026 Ardent discussed the Project with the 
landowner in a telephone call. 



12/05/2026 Ardent emailed the landowners’ 
representative with further detail of the 
offer for a Deed of Easement. 



23/06/2026 Ardent met with the landowners’ 
representatives to discuss the 
voluntary Deed of Easement. 



08/07/2026 Ardent discussed the voluntary Deed of 
Easement with the landowners’ 
representative in a telephone call. 



08/07/2026 Ardent provided a summary of the 
rights sought in the updated Deed of 
Easement in comparison to the existing 
Deed of Easement to the landowners’ 
representative.   



09/07/2026 Ardent emailed the landowner’s 
representative regarding progress with 
the third party developer with an 
interest over its land. 



9.33 Ardent has also communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation 
to arrangements for survey access.  



9.34 NGET provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid 
projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner which sets out ways of working 
between NGET and agents representing landowners and that reasonable and 
commensurate professional fees incurred by the landowner will be reimbursed by 
NGET.  



9.35 NGET’s position is that it has reached an agreement in principle with the landowners’ 
representative for the land rights sought from the landowner, subject to the settlement 
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of financial terms. It is NGET’s understanding that the objection will be withdrawn by 
the Objector once the financial terms have been agreed. 
OBJ7 (formerly OBJ7 as in the Statement of Case) – SNSE Limited, SNSED 
Limited and SNSEM Limited 



9.36 The Objectors contend that NGET already benefits from existing rights which are 
sufficient to enable it to undertake and maintain the works on the Objectors’ land.  



9.36.1 NGET does not accept that the existence of existing easements over the 
Objectors’ land renders the compulsory acquisition of the rights sought 
unnecessary or unjustified. The existing easement is deficient in comparison 
to the rights sought under the Order. For example, the existing easement 
does not contain rights to survey, alter, operate or replace the electric lines, 
to access adjoining land, or to use small uncrewed aircraft for the purposes 
of surveys, maintenance, alterations, replacements and inspections. The 
rights sought by NGET also provides wider rights to manage vegetation and 
remove obstacles, sets out more defined clearance areas to protect the 
Towers and electric lines, and permits the installation of temporary roads as 
would be required for the Project.  



9.36.2 As set out in Section 6, NGET has included all existing land rights across all 
of the required land to bring all agreements in line with the modern 
standard. NGET has engaged with the landowner and its representative 
regarding a voluntary agreement for the rights sought. NGET has confirmed 
the differences between the existing easement and confirmed the rights 
sought for the Project to the landowner’s representative.  



9.36.3 Negotiations are ongoing with the landowner’s representative regarding an 
updated Deed of Easement and NGET hopes to have this agreed in due 
course.  



9.37 The Objectors raise the juxtaposition of NGET's approach to seeking rights over 
highway land and its approach to the Objectors' land. 



9.37.1 NGET does not accept that its approach to highway land is inconsistent with 
or undermines the justification for seeking to acquire rights over the 
Objectors’ land by compulsion. The statutory street works powers available 
to NGET in respect of highway land are specific to that context and do not 
extend to non-highway land. NGET is satisfied that the rights sought over 
the Objectors’ land are reasonably necessary for the purposes of the Project 
and that there is a compelling case in the public interest for their acquisition.  



9.38 The Objector raised specific concerns regarding plot 1-13 in respect of a Mineral Haul 
Road. This relates to OBJ3, Holcim UK Limited and details regarding this objection 
and NGET’s response can be found above.  



9.39 The Objector raised specific concerns regarding Third Party rights over plot 1-14. This 
relates to OBJ9, Renewable Energy Systems Limited and the Steeple Renewables 
Project.  



9.39.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with Steeple Renewables 
Project and NGET is committed to engaging with the developer. NGET is 
progressing negotiations with Renewable Energy Systems Limited to ensure 
that the interface between the Project and Solar Park is properly managed. 
This will be captured formally via a legal agreement between NGET and 
Renewable Energy Systems Limited.  



9.40 The Objector raised specific concerns regarding the impact of the rights sought on 
agricultural buildings in respect of plots 1-20 and 1-21.  



9.40.1 NGET has engaged with the Objector regarding this and the Objector has 
provided an alternative access route. NGET has reviewed the route through 
desktop studies and a site visit and confirmed that the alternative route 
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would be suitable for the purposes of the Project. NGET is progressing with 
negotiations for a voluntary agreement for an easement which will formally 
document the alternative access route. Subject to the voluntary agreement 
competing with the Objector, NGET would not be required to seek rights 
over plots 1-20 and 1-21.   



9.41 The Objector raised specific concerns regarding the impact of the rights sought for 
access over plots 2-6 and 2-7.  



9.41.1 As above, NGET is progressing with negotiations for a voluntary agreement 
for an easement with the landowner, which would enable greater flexibility in 
access to permit shorter, more direct routes to be taken over the land where 
feasible. NGET is also committed to engaging with the landowner regarding 
access for the refurbishment works as part of the Project and will seek to 
agree access routes in advance to minimise disruption to the landowner as 
much as possible.  



OBJ10 – Crow Park Farming Company  
9.42 NGET notes that Crow Park Farming Company withdrew part of its objection to the 



Order on 27th April 2026. The landowner’s objection remains in place for plots 16-6, 
16-7 and 17-1 in relation to land under Option to Elements Green Trent Limited for 
the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park.  



9.42.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with the Great North Road 
Solar and Biodiversity Park. NGET is progressing negotiations with 
Elements Green in relation to the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity 
Park to ensure that the interface between the Project and Solar Park is 
properly managed. This will be captured formally via a legal agreement 
between NGET and Elements Green. Regarding the specific plots subject to 
the landowner’s objection, NGET has agreed suitable measures with 
Elements Green Trent Limited in relation to the interface in this location 
which will form part of the legal agreement with NGET. NGET has made 
good progress in dealing with the above objectors and where it has been 
possible agreements or terms have been reached and objections 
withdrawn. NGET is hopeful of reaching agreements with most of the other 
objectors before the inquiry is held in August 2026.  



10. CONCLUSION  
10.1 In this statement I have provided a description of the Order Land which is included in 



the Order. I have described the need for the Order Land, including providing a 
description of the land and the new rights. 



10.2 I have described the acquisition strategy pursued by NGET and I have explained the 
status of negotiations with landowners including the extent of land and rights already 
acquired by agreement.  



10.3 I have explained how NGET has complied with the CPO Guidance with respect to 
attempts to acquire by agreement and have provided an overview of the strategy 
NGET have used to achieve that.  



10.4 NGET requires permanent rights to enable the delivery and secure the long-term 
future of the Project. Where NGET requires rights over land, it has separated them 
into the ‘packages’ of rights necessary to deliver the Project, in an effort to minimise 
impacts on affected landowners.  



10.5 NGET has engaged with affected persons for a considerable period of time; has 
sought to acquire necessary rights through voluntary agreements and relies on 
compulsory purchase powers as a last resort. All the objectors to the Project have 
been actively engaged in resolving the issues raised, with significant progress made 
as described in the statement.  
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11. DECLARATION & STATEMENT OF TRUTH 
I confirm that I have made clear which facts and matters referred to in this report are 
within my own knowledge and which are not. Those that are within my own 
knowledge I confirm to be true. The opinions I have expressed represent my 
genuinely held professional views. 



  
Daniel Harper 
 
Dated: 27 July 2026  








			1. Qualifications and Experience


			1.1 My name is Daniel Harper and I am a Director at Ardent Management Limited ("Ardent"), and a former Senior Surveyor for National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET").


			1.2 I am a Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors ("RICS") having qualified as a member in 2004, and I am also a Fellow of the Central Association of Agricultural Valuers having qualified in 2005. I obtained a Post Graduate Diploma in ...


			1.3 I have worked for Ardent since 2023 as a Director in the Utilities team working across a range of utility projects across water, gas, electricity and on shore wind sectors. I have acted for the acquiring authority in each case providing advice on ...


			1.4 Prior to joining Ardent, I worked as an in-house Senior Surveyor for NGET providing advice and support to NGET’s regional land teams on acquisitions, property agreements and compensation. In addition, I managed a portfolio of claims and led on lan...


			1.5 Within my current role supporting NGET, I oversee the land rights negotiations with those affected by the Project, which includes discussions related to resolving objections. I have been directly involved in some negotiations and provided overarch...





			2. INVOLVEMENT WITH THE PROJECT


			2.1 The West Burton to Ratcliffe on Soar Refurbishment Project (the "Project") to which the NGET (West Burton to Ratcliffe on Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (the "Order", CD, C01) relates is a program of works to reconducto...


			2.2 Ardent were instructed in 2024 to undertake initial land referencing with desktop studies undertaken to establish Land Registry title information together with known information about landowners and occupiers in the area. Following which Ardent we...





			3. Introduction and Scope of Evidence


			3.1 I have overseen the Project since instruction, so I am aware of the Project and have been involved with the preparation of the Order documents. I have familiarised myself with the properties affected and the locality of the various sites where the...


			3.2 Ardent employ a number of staff to undertake land agency work on a project of this scale. Key members of the team on this Project are Ben Johnson MRICS who led the work from commencement, supported by Sophie Rathore MRICS and Kieran Craddock Assoc...


			3.3 This proof is one of four statements of evidence on behalf of NGET and, where necessary, I refer to the statements of evidence of the following:


			3.3.1 Ms Evans- Project Evidence (NGET/LS/1);


			3.3.2 Mr Kirby-Engineering Evidence (NGET/WK/1); and


			3.3.3 Mr Jarvis- Town Planning Evidence (NGET/PJ/1).





			3.4 In this statement of evidence, I:


			3.4.1 provide a description of the land and rights which are included in the Order, collectively herein referred to as (the "Order Land") (Section 4);


			3.4.2 describe the need for the Order Land, including providing a description of the land and the new rights that are required in order to deliver the Project (Section 5);


			3.4.3 describe the acquisition strategy pursued by NGET in respect of the Order (Section 6);


			3.4.4 explain the status of negotiations with ordinary landowners (i.e. landowners other than the owners of special category land) at the time of writing, including the extent of land and rights already acquired by agreement (Section 7);


			3.4.5 explain how NGET has complied with the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government’s Guidance on the Compulsory Purchase Process  (June 2026) (‘the CPO Guidance’) (CD, B18) with respect to attempts to acquire by agreement (Section 8);


			3.4.6 provide a response to matters raised by objectors to the Order (Section 9); and


			3.4.7 provide my conclusions (Section 10).








			4. Description of Order Land


			4.1 The Order Land (which is shown coloured pink where all estates and interests are being acquired or blue where only new rights are being acquired on the maps (the "Order Maps") that accompany the Order) (CD, C02) is described in more detail below.


			4.2 The Order land is a corridor of land within which sit existing overhead electric lines ("OHL") along with their Towers. In addition, land over which access is required along with passing places and areas of land required for construction compounds...


			4.3 The Order land is predominantly agricultural land over which primarily rights are sought and is a mixture of arable and grassland. A more detailed description is given under the heading ‘Nature of the Order Land’, further below.


			4.4 The Order land covers the land and rights required for the whole Project, comprising the two sub projects WRRE & SCRE.


			4.5 The Order Land that NGET seeks to acquire is shown coloured pink on the Order Maps and comprises a limited number of Plots (specifically Plots 5-19, 5-20, 5-24, 5-26, 25-14, 25-15, 25-16, 25-28, 25-29, 25-30, 25-31, 26-32, 39-12 and 39-14).


			4.6 Plots 5-19, 5-20, 5-24, 5-26, 26-32, 39-12 and 39-14 relate to land that NGET already owns the freehold. The plots are included in the Order because it is subject to other rights/interests (principally in respect to mines and minerals). Freehold a...


			4.7 Plots 25-14, 25-15, 25-16, 25-28, 25-29, 25-30 and 25-31 relate to land to be acquired for the purposes of the National Grid Electricity Distribution plc ("NGED") diversion works. It is expected that these works will be undertaken under a voluntar...


			4.8 Other than the land identified for freehold acquisition, NGET's approach is to only acquire the interests that it requires over the various plots within the Order.


			4.9 Accordingly, for most of the Project, NGET seeks to create new rights over the relevant land rather than to acquire the freehold.


			4.10 The Order Land that NGET seeks to acquire new rights over is shown coloured blue on the Order Maps. This comprises rights to undertake the OHL Works and the Cable Works as well as associated construction compound works (which are temporary), over...


			4.11 The rights sought by NGET have been separated into 'packages' based on their purpose and applied to specific plots, as appropriate. Whilst all of the rights are permanent, some of the rights are only required to be exercised from time to time, su...


			4.12 The rights 'packages' have been tailored in this way to ensure that a proportionate approach to compulsory purchase is taken, and that the impact for affected landowners and occupiers is limited so far as reasonably practicable.


			4.13 Accordingly, if a plot is only required in order to facilitate limited works, the relevant rights package is sought in relation to that land. The Order clearly identifies whether or not it is proposed to acquire new rights in respect of the numbe...


			4.14 The Order Land is centred on existing OHL’s which generally follow the route of the River Trent, traversing predominantly Grade 3a Agricultural land with some Grade3b and Grade 2 according to the Predictive Agricultural Land Classification Map fo...


			4.15 Whilst the majority of the Order Land is agricultural, the downward pressures on farm incomes and the requirement for renewable energy has resulted in interactions with a number of renewable energy developers who have development sites within the...


			4.16 The Order Land is a mixture of owner/occupied freehold land and land subject to leases and licences, including subsoil interests. Where a leaseholder has an interest in the whole freehold title, or where land has not specifically excluded the sub...


			4.17 The Order Land also includes Special Category Land. This is dealt with in greater detail at Section 7 of this statement but is summarised below.


			4.18 There are no proposals to compulsory acquire any Crown ownership interest. However, some of the proposed works and the rights do affect a number of Crown Land interests as set out in section 11.12 of the Statement of Case (CD, C08). The main Proj...


			4.19 NGET is seeking rights over land that is open space, allotments or common land. This relates to:


			4.19.1 Four plots identified as common land over which NGET is seeking access rights, overhead line rights and/or oversail rights;


			4.19.2 25 plots initially identified as open space over which NGET is seeking access rights, overhead line rights and/or oversail rights (note however that some of these plots are no longer considered to be open space as explained below); and


			4.19.3 One plot identified as an allotment over which access rights are sought.





			4.20 NGET made an application under the paragraph 6(1)(a) and 6(1)(c) of Schedule 3 to the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 ("1981 Act", CD, A03) for a certificate in relation to open space and allotments to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local ...


			4.21 A notice of intention to grant a certificate in relation to the open space and allotments has been publicised and there was an opportunity for people to make objections. No objections were made in relation to the certificate.


			4.22 In response to the publicity, NGET was contacted by some landowners or their agents relating to the use of their plots. This relates to plots that are not formally designated as open space, but which NGET had treated as open space in the Order as...


			4.22.1 Plots 33-7 & 33-8 – we have been advised by the landowner that only the private individuals owning these plots have access to the lake.  The only public access to these plots is via a public right of way that intersects the plots.


			4.22.2 Plots 32-23, 32-25, 32-27, 33-1, 33-2, 33-4 and 33-6 – these are plots for which the Scout Association holds a long lease. We have had correspondence with the Scouts and they have confirmed that the only public access is via a public right of w...


			4.22.3 Plot 33-11 – following the notices being sent out, the landowner spoke to colleagues from Ardent about the use of the land, causing further investigation by Ardent which suggested the land is used as a privately owned fishery where access is co...





			4.23 In relation to the common land, a notice of intention to grant a certificate has been publicised and an objection period is currently running until 7 August 2026. An update on this application will be provided at inquiry.


			4.24 The Order schedule (CD, C01) lists 25 statutory undertakers within the general entries table. This indicates the names and addresses, alongside their capacity and qualification of apparatus of all statutory undertakers that have and maintain appa...


			4.25 In addition, further to the list identified within the general entries table, a number of additional statutory undertakers have been identified. These include West Burton Solar Project Limited, Cottam Solar Project Limited, Gate Burton Energy Par...





			5. Need For the Order Land


			5.1 The land within the Order comprises all of the land and rights required for the delivery, operation and maintenance of the Project.


			5.2 The rights which are sought in the Order have been grouped into distinct packages based on their purpose and applied to specific plots, as appropriate. Some of the rights are only required for temporary purposes, such as the creation of constructi...


			5.3 The rights packages are set out below:


			5.4 All of the land required for the delivery of the Project has been included in the Order even where existing wayleaves or easements exist and Memorandums of Agreement ("MoA") have been agreed, or updated easement agreements have been completed with...


			5.5 Promoting long linear infrastructure carries the inherent risk of an undeliverable scheme where it emerges that there is a gap in the rights, or if rights thought to be secure fail (for example, if it emerges that the person who signed an MoA did ...


			5.6 Due to the above risks, NGET has sought to acquire all necessary land rights across the Order land under the Order which is required for the Project, including where existing wayleaves and easements may already be in place.


			5.7 Where a new easement agreement has been entered into in respect of this Project, a commitment has been given not to unnecessarily exercise compulsory purchase powers under the Order provided that no unknown third parties become known or there are ...


			5.8 As the inclusion of land subject to existing wayleaves/easements is the subject of a number of objections, this matter is addressed further in Section 9 below.


			5.9 In light of the above, incorporating the explanation as to why land that is subject to existing wayleaves/easements has been included, it is not considered that there are reasonable or less intrusive means of ensuring that NGET has the immediate a...





			6. Acquisition Strategy


			6.1 NGET’s preference is always to secure land rights on a voluntary basis. To that end, it sought to engage with affected persons as early as possible, to explain the requirements of the Project and the land and rights sought; understand any concerns...


			6.2 The LRS was developed by NGET in 2010 and underwent reviews in 2012, 2017 and 2024 in order to provide a consistent methodology for acquiring land rights for NGET’s infrastructure projects, both for Development Consent Orders and Town & Country Pl...


			6.3 The principle underlying the CPO Compensation Code is one of equivalence. What this means is that the compensation payable to landowners and occupiers is assessed on a basis that seeks to place the affected party in the same financial position as ...


			6.4 The most recent review of the LRS was undertaken in 2024. It was identified that the LRS still enabled effective and consistent communication with those most affected by NGET proposals and that it continues to meet the requirements of the CPO Guid...


			6.5 In accordance with the LRS, and the CPO Guidance, NGET has sought to acquire the land and rights that it requires for the purposes of the Order.


			6.6 A land rights audit was undertaken in respect of the overhead line routes, whereby all the existing agreements affecting apparatus were reviewed. This review evidenced that there were a number of existing deeds of easement covering sections of the...


			6.7 NGET does not consider it appropriate to rely on voluntary wayleaves and seeks permanent rights which provide greater certainty and reliability. NGET's basis for seeking permanent rights is set out in the aforementioned LRS and paragraph 8.12 of t...


			6.8 As part of the land rights audit, the existing easements were reviewed to assess whether they were fit for the purpose of the Project. The easements varied over time with some agreed when the infrastructure was originally constructed in 1959 and s...


			6.8.1 Exclusion of rights e.g. to alter, to replace, to survey;


			6.8.2 Exclusion of rights to access adjoining land;


			6.8.3 Exclusion of rights to install temporary roads;


			6.8.4 Limited rights in relation to managing vegetation;


			6.8.5 Limited rights in relation to the removal of obstacles;


			6.8.6 Less defined clearance distances from NGET’s assets; and


			6.8.7 Exclusion of rights relating to the use of small uncrewed aircraft.





			6.9 Following initial contact with landowners, an offer was presented to those landowners which either had an existing wayleave or no agreement at all, to enter into an easement for the required rights. The offer was in accordance with NGET’s LRS and ...


			6.10 Subsequently offers to enter into a new style easement were sent to all landowners with existing easements, with offers made in accordance with NGET’s LRS and Payment Schedule for Assets. The offers were followed up with telephone calls and email...


			6.11 NGET intends to utilise their powers under a voluntary deed of easement where possible, rather than relying on powers of compulsory acquisition, however, those powers are necessary to ensure the delivery of the Project in the event of a defect in...


			6.12 Ardent, on behalf of NGET, will continue to seek agreement with landowners in parallel to the Order process and those efforts will continue in the event that the Order is confirmed, given NGET’s preference to reach voluntary agreements where poss...





			7. Status of Negotiations


			7.1 NGET began negotiations with landowners for the required rights in March 2025. The negotiations have been split into three categories: landowners with no existing agreement; landowners with an existing agreement (either wayleave or easement); and ...


			7.2 As indicated above, these rights are predominantly for access over third-party land to reach the assets and rights for blow out conductor swing which had not been previously identified.  Below is a summary of the negotiations.


			7.3 Where negotiations are underway with the 28 landowners for a voluntary agreement for an easement, these are at a variety of different stages. Ardent are seeking to engage with these landowners to seek to progress towards voluntary agreement, inclu...


			7.4 The one case where contact has been made and negotiations are yet to commence relates to land owned by National Grid Electricity Distribution (East Midlands) plc. NGET has determined that it will not be required to seek rights over this landowner’...


			7.5 Of the 28 instances where negotiations are underway, 3 relate to land owned or occupied by remaining objectors:


			7.5.1 SNSED Limited;


			7.5.2 Gerald Dunthorne; and


			7.5.3 Crow Park Farming Company, Weston Mill Farming Company, Michael Hewson, Victoria Hewson, Samuel Hewson and Kate Bourne.





			7.6 As the assets are existing, there are a number of agreements already in place, a mixture of wayleaves and easements. Below is a summary of all the negotiations where there are existing agreements.


			7.7 Of the 183 rights required, 75 are landowners with existing wayleaves (41%) of which 28 have accepted offers for an easement (37%) and 3 easements have completed.  The remaining 108 rights are landowners with existing easements (59%) of which 40 h...


			7.8 The 5 landowners where negotiations for land rights have not commenced include:


			7.8.1 EDF Energy (Thermal Generation Limited), Uniper UK Limited, The King's Most Excellent Majesty In Right Of His Crown and Robert James Dawson: NGET has engaged with these landowners and confirmed that it intends to rely on existing arrangements an...


			7.8.2 Amplius Living: This interest was identified as a freeholder shortly ahead of Making the Order, from final land registry/referencing refreshes undertaken by Ardent. Amplius Living own the freehold of individual residential plots within a wider d...





			7.9 Of the 107 landowners in negotiation, 45 are subject to existing wayleaves and negotiations are at a variety of different stages:


			7.9.1 NGET is negotiating financial terms with landowners for the rights required.


			7.9.2 Landowners have expressed a preference to keep the existing wayleave arrangement for the land rights and NGET is committed to continue negotiations for a voluntary easement.


			7.9.3 Negotiations are dormant, however, NGET is committed to continue negotiations for a voluntary easement and is making endeavours through correspondence and site visits to engage with these landowners.


			7.9.4 Of the 45 instances where negotiations are underway, 8 relate to land owned or occupied by remaining objectors:


			(A) Edward Michael Astley Arlington and Alison Margaret Astley-Arlington, Edward Michael Astley Arlington and Alison Margaret Astley-Arlington (trading as MFP), and Arlington Farming Limited;


			(B) East Midlands Transport Heritage Trust;


			(C) Denise Ann Beardsley, Leslie Alan Beardsley and Lee Michael Nixon as Trustees of the Jak Alexander Beardsley Disabled Persons Trust;


			(D) Keith Stephen Darlay and Geoffrey William Darlay;


			(E) Lorraine Elizabeth Levell;


			(F) Phillip Michael Dunthorne and Richard Anthony Dunthorne;


			(G) Network Rail; and


			(H) Paul Spink Limited.








			7.10 Of the 107 landowners in negotiation, 62 are subject to existing easements and negotiations are at a variety of different stages:


			7.10.1 NGET is discussing the updated terms of the modern deed with the landowner.


			7.10.2 NGET is negotiating financial terms with landowners for the rights required.


			7.10.3 Landowners have expressed a preference to keep the existing easement arrangement for the land rights and NGET is committed to continue negotiations for a voluntary easement.


			7.10.4 Negotiations are dormant, however, NGET is committed to continue negotiations for a voluntary easement and is making endeavours through correspondence and site visits to engage with these landowners.


			7.10.5 Of the 62 instances where negotiations are underway, 7 relate to land owned or occupied by remaining objectors:


			(A) Alan Herbert Headland and Alan John Headland;


			(B) Edward Michael Astley Arlington and Alison Margaret Astley-Arlington, Edward Michael Astley Arlington and Alison Margaret Astley-Arlington (trading as MFP), and Arlington Farming Limited;


			(C) Chloe Francesca Gill;


			(D) J G Pears Property Limited;


			(E) Phillip Michael Dunthorne and Richard Anthony Dunthorne;


			(F) Paul Spink Limited; and


			(G) SNSE Limited.








			7.11 The freehold acquisition negotiations with 2 parties relate to the NGED diversion works referenced in Section 4.


			7.12 NGET has made contact with the 2 landowners but has not yet sought to issue offers to acquire the freehold of the land required to undertake the NGED works as it is understood that voluntary agreement has been agreed in principle with NGED for th...


			7.13 The state of play of negotiations with remaining objectors is dealt with in Section 9 below.


			7.14 The Order excludes the compulsory acquisition of any Crown interest in the Order Land, albeit that the interests of any other parties in land owned by the Crown or in which the Crown has an interest are included within the Order. Crown land is co...


			7.15 Statutory undertakers enjoy protection from compulsory purchase orders under sections 16 and 17 of the 1981 Act and in the case of rights under Schedule 3 of that Act.  The response to objectors who are statutory undertakers is below and/or withi...


			7.16 NGET is continuing to negotiate with the statutory undertakers where required, and it does not consider that any of the statutory undertakers would suffer serious detriment as a result of the Project or the acquisition of the relevant land or rig...


			7.17 To the extent that consent from the Gas and Electricity Markets Authority is required for licence holders, this is covered in the Statement of Evidence of Ms Evans (NGET/LE/1).





			8. Compliance With Cpo Guidance


			8.1 This section explains how National Grid has complied with the CPO Guidance. In developing the Order and in dealing with land issues NGET, their legal team and Ardent as their land agents have had regard to legislation and government guidance. I se...


			8.2 Paragraph 2 of the CPO Guidance states "The confirming authority will expect the acquiring authority to demonstrate that they have taken reasonable steps to acquire all of the land and rights included in the Order by agreement."


			8.3 Section 6 of this evidence sets out the acquisition strategy for National Grid and explains National Grid’s LRS and the approach it has adopted to acquire land by agreement. National Grid has liaised with the landowners and other interests and has...


			8.4 Paragraph 3 of the CPO Guidance makes it clear that in order to reach early settlements, public sector organisations should make reasonable initial offers and be prepared to engage constructively with claimants about relocation issues and mitigati...


			8.5 Section 6 of this statement discusses the LRS and its implementation across all NGET Projects, which has recently been reviewed ensuring the offers are in accordance with paragraph 3 of the guidance. In my professional opinion those offers are app...


			8.6 Paragraph 22 of the CPO Guidance states acquiring authorities must ensure they comply with their obligations under the General Data Protection Regulations and Data Protection Act 2018 when undertaking a compulsory purchase order. As part of this, ...


			8.7 When issuing correspondence to individuals, such as a land interest questionnaire ("LIQ"), survey access request or engagement letter including memorandum of understanding, the Project enclosed a copy of a NGET privacy notice specific to the Proje...


			8.8 All correspondence to landowners has also included a short statement at the end of correspondence confirming "Data Protection: Ardent Management Limited act as a Processor on behalf of National Grid with regard to the personal data we collect and ...


			8.9 Furthermore, where necessary, such as in the explanatory text above the LIQ form, brief supplementary detail is given to explain how any information provided is processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and that its sole purpose is...





			9. Consideration of Objections Received


			9.1 Where issues raised by objectors are relevant to my expertise and the content of this Statement, they are considered below.


			9.2 The landowner’s objection contends that the Order is not in the public interest, due to the existence of existing arrangements.


			9.2.1 NGET does not accept that the Order is unnecessary or not justified in the public interest. The Order pursues a legitimate aim to ensure the continued safe and reliable operation of the transmission network. NGET's position remains that the righ...


			9.2.2 The land owned by the Objector is subject to an existing easement, however, the existing easement is deficient in comparison to the rights sought under the Order. For example, the existing easement does not contain rights to survey or alter the ...





			9.3 The landowner’s objection contends that the Order will negatively impact on their legal property interests.


			9.3.1 NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition, seeking only permanent rights rather than freehold title. NGET notes that it currently holds an easement over Messrs Headland’s property and therefore is not proposing to convert...





			9.4 The landowner’s objection contends that insufficient weight has been attached to NGET's correspondence with them regarding the implications of the Order.


			9.4.1 NGET’s position is that it has made reasonable endeavours to engage with the landowners regarding the Project. Ardent has communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation to the Order and a voluntary agreement for an easement. ...





			9.5 Ardent has also communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation to arrangements for survey access.


			9.6 NGET has at all times sought to communicate clearly the nature and effect of the Order and has encouraged the Objectors to seek independent advice. NGET has expressly stated within its written correspondence set out in the above summary that it wo...


			9.7 NGET’s position is that it has reached an agreement in principle with the landowners’ representative for the land rights sought from the landowner, subject to the settlement of financial terms. It is NGET’s understanding that the objection will be...


			9.8 The landowner’s objection stated a concern regarding the impact of the Project on their dairy farm operations.


			9.8.1 NGET is committed to minimising disruption to the landowner’s dairy farming operations, and NGET has engaged with the landowners through correspondence and site meetings and agreed suitable access measures during the Project refurbishment works....





			9.9 The landowner’s objection also relates to the impact of the Project on the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park. The landowner’s objection contends that the compulsory acquisition of rights over the plots is unsupported by a compelling cas...


			9.9.1 NGET does not accept that there is an absence of a compelling case to acquire the rights sought over these plots. They are required for the delivery of the Project. Moreover, NGET is progressing negotiations with Elements Green in relation to th...





			9.10 The landowner’s objection is that the acquisition of rights over the plots is unsupported by a compelling case in the public interest and that the Project can co-exist with the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park with reasonable alternat...


			9.10.1 NGET does not accept that there is an absence of a compelling case to acquire the rights sought over these plots. They are required for the delivery of the Project. Moreover, NGET is progressing negotiations with Elements Green in relation to t...





			9.11 The objection raised three points: (1) the Order incorrectly describes the land as a "disused railway" when it is in fact an operational railway operated under the Great Central (Nottingham) Railway Order 1995; (2) any rights granted under the Or...


			9.11.1 NGET accepts that the railway has been incorrectly described and will amend the land description accordingly within the Order shortly. NGET has provided appropriate protections for the Objector through a voluntary deed of easement. The parties ...





			9.12 The objection contends that the rights sought under the Order over certain plots may give rise to a conflict with the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park and that the interference with the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park is ...


			9.12.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with the Solar Park and is NGET is progressing negotiations with Elements Green in relation to the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park to ensure that the interface between the Project a...





			9.13 The Objector is concerned with the potential interruption to the Objector’s access to and from its Sturton-le-Steeple Quarry whilst any rights acquired pursuant to the Order are exercised over plot 1-13.


			9.13.1 NGET has engaged with the Objector in correspondence and at a site meeting to understand the precise operational requirements of the Quarry, including in relation to health and safety, to ensure any impact is appropriately managed and the Proje...


			9.13.2 NGET notes and welcomes the Objector’s acknowledgement that it has worked collaboratively with National Grid in similar circumstances elsewhere and its commitment to doing so in relation to the rights sought pursuant to this Order.


			OBJ5 (formerly OBJ10 as in the Statement of Case) - Denise Ann Beardsley, Leslie Alan Beardsley and Lee Michael Nixon as Trustees of the Jak Alexander Beardsley Disabled Persons Trust








			9.14 The landowner’s objection contends that NGET has not made reasonable efforts to acquire by agreement, contending that NGET has:


			9.14.1 refused to meet reasonable professional costs;


			(A) NGET does not accept this position. NGET has confirmed to the landowners’ representative that it will reimburse the Objectors’ reasonable professional costs and has set out reasonable hourly rates that are consistent with the approach adopted acro...





			9.14.2 failed to provide the proposed easement prior to making the Order;


			(A) NGET made an offer for an easement in advance of making the Order and had communicated the nature and the scope of rights sought prior to providing the easement document and the making of the Order. A copy of the correspondence related to the offe...





			9.14.3 refused to consider reasonable amendments;


			(A) NGET has engaged with the landowner regarding amendments to the deed of easement on a Without Prejudice basis although it has not yet been possible to reach agreement on the terms.





			9.14.4 sought rights materially exceeding those typically agreed;


			(A) NGET does not accept that the rights sought materially exceed those necessary for the Project. The rights sought are consistent with the approach adopted across the Project and have been tailored to reflect the nature of the works to be undertaken...





			9.14.5 sought rights potentially inconsistent with an easement;


			(A) NGET does not accept that the rights sought are inconsistent with the ordinary characteristics of an easement. The rights are drafted to permit NGET to carry out the works necessary for the refurbishment, maintenance and operation of the electrici...





			9.14.6 that NGET has conducted an inadequate referencing exercise;


			(A) NGET has undertaken a comprehensive referencing exercise to identify all interests likely to be affected by the Order, including Land Registry searches, contact land referencing (land interest questionnaires), and site visits therefore meeting dil...


			(B) NGET acknowledges that a notice was initially served purporting to rely upon section 16 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and that this was subsequently corrected in a letter on 4th December 2025 to state that the notice ...





			9.14.7 provided an inaccurate Schedule of Landowner Engagement;


			(A) The Schedule of Landowner Engagement reflected the position as understood by NGET at the time the Statement of Reasons was prepared, that the offer of a voluntary deed of easement had been refused by the landowner. Since the making of the Order an...





			9.14.8 provided an inaccurate Statement of Reasons;


			(A) The Statement of Reasons describes the general approach adopted across the Project; NGET has since discussed the particular circumstances of the Objectors' case and remains open to further discussions.








			9.15 The landowner’s objection contends that the Order is not in the public interest, stating that:


			9.15.1 the works described are refurbishment of existing infrastructure and that existing arrangements confer rights for the Project;


			(A) The land owned by the landowner is subject to an existing wayleave. NGET considers it essential to secure permanent easements rather than rely on wayleaves as set out above in the Statement of Evidence.





			9.15.2 existing statutory mechanisms allow continued operation (i.e. Necessary Wayleaves);


			(A) First, the statutory Necessary Wayleave regime provides only temporary rights to NGET and would give rise to significant delay and uncertainty. The Necessary Wayleave regime provides only temporary rights which are subject to periodic renewal and ...





			9.15.3 permanent rights appear to be sought primarily to regularise NGET's property position;


			(A) The acquisition of permanent easements is necessary to secure the long-term operation, maintenance and protection of the Project. The refurbishment works will result in upgraded infrastructure which will remain in situ and in operation for the for...


			(B) NGET notes the Objectors' concern regarding the potential impact upon future uses of the land and is discussing this with the landowners’ representative in Without Prejudice negotiations. Nevertheless, the availability of compensation for any dimi...





			9.15.4 timing of the works affecting the Objectors' land.


			(A) The Project works initially programmed for 2026 have since been rescheduled and are now likely to be carried out following confirmation of the Order.


			(B) In summary, NGET does not accept that the Order is unnecessary or not justified in the public interest. The Order pursues a legitimate aim to ensure the continued safe and reliable operation of the transmission network. NGET's position remains tha...








			9.16 The landowner’s objection further contends that the rights sought have not been minimised by NGET, stating that:


			9.16.1 Rights groups do not meaningfully limit the rights sought:


			(A) NGET has identified distinct groups of rights and assigned those groups to individual plots on the basis of the works and activities anticipated in respect of each plot. The rights groups are designed to ensure that the rights acquired over each p...


			(B) Permanent rights are sought where temporary rights would suffice:


			(1) NGET does not accept that temporary rights would suffice; the rights sought are required for the ongoing operation, maintenance, inspection, repair and renewal on a permanent, long-term, basis including the use of working areas and access routes.





			(C) Vegetation management rights are unrestricted:


			(1) Vegetation management rights are necessary to ensure safe and reliable operation of the infrastructure in compliance with statutory and regulatory obligations. NGET is required to manage vegetation in the vicinity of its overhead lines in accordan...











			9.17 The landowner’s objection further contends that the exercise of the rights sought would inhibit the use of the land and impact field access and land management.


			9.17.1 NGET is committed to minimising disruption and will seek to agree appropriate access arrangements in advance. NGET is willing to engage with the Objectors to discuss the proposed routes of access and to consider any arrangements which would red...





			9.18 The landowner’s objection contends that the exercise of the rights sought would interfere with future land use, including for environmental land management schemes ("ELMS") or development of the land.


			9.18.1 NGET will seek to exercise any rights, so far as reasonably practicable, in a manner which minimises interference with the Objectors' use of the land. NGET does not consider that the Project would prohibit the landowner from entering ELMS as th...





			9.19 The landowner’s objection contends that the compulsory acquisition of the rights sought would disproportionately interfere with the Objector’s property rights.


			9.19.1 NGET does not accept that the Order gives rise to a disproportionate interference with the Objectors' property rights. The Order pursues a legitimate aim in the public interest; the rights sought are no more than reasonably necessary; and the O...





			9.20 The landowner’s objection contends that the rights sought pursuant to the Order are excessive, insufficiently defined, and that permanent rights are sought notwithstanding that certain works may be temporary in nature.


			9.20.1 NGET does not accept this position. NGET has undertaken a careful assessment of the rights required and has identified distinct packages of rights assigned to individual Plots based on anticipated works. The scope of the rights sought is no wid...





			9.21 The landowner stated concerns regarding the conflict with other NGET projects and the Order, and that engagement should be carried out on a holistic basis.


			9.21.1 NGET notes the request for holistic engagement and since has sought to coordinate engagement with the Objector through correspondence and site visits, taking into account all NGET projects that impact the land. NGET is committed to managing any...


			9.21.2 NGET notes statements from the Objector in relation to access routes through their land and has since discussed this with them to seek a resolution. NGET has reached a provisional agreement with the Objector to secure permanent rights on a volu...


			9.21.3 NGET has had regard to the interaction between the Project and other schemes and is satisfied that the rights sought under the Order are required for this Project. Other NGET schemes are being promoted by NGET separately and as such the rights ...





			9.22 The landowner raised concerns that new access routes have been included within the Order.


			9.22.1 To the extent that access requirements could be rationalised without compromising the delivery or maintenance of the Project, NGET have considered amendments to access routes in consultation with the Objector. NGET has reached a provisional agr...





			9.23 The landowner stated concerns regarding the impact of the Order on planned redevelopment of its land.


			9.23.1 NGET has discussed the rights sought in the Order over the land through correspondence and site meetings with the landowner and NGET is hopeful that a resolution can be agreed in due course. NGET has reached a provisional agreement with the Obj...


			9.23.2 The landowner’s objection contends that NGET has failed to adequately engage with them and that the Project has not been subject to a requisite level of consultation.


			9.23.3 Notwithstanding NGET’s position that it does not accept this position, NGET has sought to continue to engage with the landowner since the date of the objection regarding the Project through correspondence and site visits to seek a resolution to...





			9.24 NGET note that the landowner’s objection is broadly in line with OBJ5 and therefore the majority of the points raised are answered in the response to OBJ5. This is save for:


			9.24.1 The Objector contends that the Schedule of Landowner Engagement was inaccurate, stating "Deed of Easement in negotiation".


			(A) The entry reflects the position as understood by NGET at the time the Statement of Reasons was prepared, namely that the deed of easement was in negotiation, albeit negotiations were limited due to disputes regarding the reimbursement of the Objec...


			(B) NGET also provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner which sets out ways of working between NGET and agents representing landowners and that reasonable and commensurate prof...


			(C) A copy of the offer letter for a voluntary deed of easement has been appended to this Statement of Evidence DH03 (NGET/DH/2).





			9.24.2 The landowner contends that the extent of plot 48-4 has not been specifically justified.


			(A) This plot is required for a stringing area and is therefore wider than the OHL swathe. The general approach and justifications for such areas are provided in the Statement of Evidence of Mr Kirby (NGET/WK/1).





			9.24.3 The landowner contends that the exercise of the rights sought will interfere with the use of the land for equestrian activities.


			(A) NGET is committed to minimising disruption and will seek to agree appropriate access arrangements in advance. Prior to the postponement of the works due to take place in 2026, NGET’s contractors had engaged with the Objectors to discuss the propos...


			(B) NGET notes concerns that the Objector stated regarding that NGET proposed to clear overgrown gateways for access, however it has since been agreed with the landowner’s representative that these would be the most appropriate routes to carry out the...








			9.25 NGET note that the landowner’s objection is in line with OBJ15 and therefore the points raised are answered in the response to OBJ15. This is save for:


			9.25.1 The landowners’ objection contends that the existing agreement provides the rights sought under the Order.


			(A) The land owned by the landowner is subject to an existing wayleave. NGET’s position is that it does not consider it appropriate to rely on voluntary wayleaves and seeks permanent rights for the reasons already stated earlier in this Statement of E...


			(B) The landowner’s objection contends that insufficient weight has been attached to NGET's correspondence with them regarding the implications of the Order.


			(C) NGET’s position is that it has made reasonable endeavours to engage with the landowners regarding the Project. Ardent has communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation to the Order and a voluntary agreement for an easement, a ...








			9.26 Ardent has also communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation to arrangements for survey access.


			9.27 NGET provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner which sets out ways of working between NGET and agents representing landowners and that reasonable and commensurate professi...


			9.28 NGET’s position is that it has reached an agreement in principle with the landowners’ representative for the land rights sought from the landowner, subject to the settlement of financial terms. It is NGET’s understanding that the objection will b...


			9.29 The landowner’s objection is broadly in line with OBJ5 and OBJ6 and therefore the points raised are answered in the response to OBJ5 and OBJ6. NGET has held negotiations with the landowner’s representative on a Without Prejudice basis, however, i...


			9.30 NGET provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner which sets out ways of working between NGET and agents representing landowners and that reasonable and commensurate professi...


			9.31 Copies of the offer letters for a voluntary deed of easement have been appended to this Statement of Evidence DH04 (NGET/DH/2).


			9.32 NGET note that the landowner’s objection is in line with OBJ15 and therefore the points raised are answered in the response to OBJ15. This is save for:


			9.32.1 The landowners’ objection contends that the existing agreement provides the rights sought under the Order.


			(A) Part of the land owned by the Objector is subject to an existing wayleave, and part of the land owned by the Objector is subject to an existing easement. NGET’s position is that it does not consider it appropriate to rely on voluntary wayleaves an...


			(B) The existing easement is deficient in comparison to the rights sought under the Order. For example, the existing easement does not contain rights to survey, alter, operate or replace the electric lines, to access adjoining land, or to use small un...





			9.32.2 The landowner’s objection contends that insufficient weight has been attached to NGET's correspondence with them regarding the implications of the Order.


			(A) NGET’s position is that it has made reasonable endeavours to engage with the landowners regarding the Project. Ardent has communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation to the Order and a voluntary agreement for an easement, a ...








			9.33 Ardent has also communicated with the landowner throughout the Project in relation to arrangements for survey access.


			9.34 NGET provided a copy of its "Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects" DH01 (NGET/DH/2) to the landowner which sets out ways of working between NGET and agents representing landowners and that reasonable and commensurate professi...


			9.35 NGET’s position is that it has reached an agreement in principle with the landowners’ representative for the land rights sought from the landowner, subject to the settlement of financial terms. It is NGET’s understanding that the objection will b...


			OBJ7 (formerly OBJ7 as in the Statement of Case) – SNSE Limited, SNSED Limited and SNSEM Limited


			9.36 The Objectors contend that NGET already benefits from existing rights which are sufficient to enable it to undertake and maintain the works on the Objectors’ land.


			9.36.1 NGET does not accept that the existence of existing easements over the Objectors’ land renders the compulsory acquisition of the rights sought unnecessary or unjustified. The existing easement is deficient in comparison to the rights sought und...


			9.36.2 As set out in Section 6, NGET has included all existing land rights across all of the required land to bring all agreements in line with the modern standard. NGET has engaged with the landowner and its representative regarding a voluntary agree...


			9.36.3 Negotiations are ongoing with the landowner’s representative regarding an updated Deed of Easement and NGET hopes to have this agreed in due course.





			9.37 The Objectors raise the juxtaposition of NGET's approach to seeking rights over highway land and its approach to the Objectors' land.


			9.37.1 NGET does not accept that its approach to highway land is inconsistent with or undermines the justification for seeking to acquire rights over the Objectors’ land by compulsion. The statutory street works powers available to NGET in respect of ...





			9.38 The Objector raised specific concerns regarding plot 1-13 in respect of a Mineral Haul Road. This relates to OBJ3, Holcim UK Limited and details regarding this objection and NGET’s response can be found above.


			9.39 The Objector raised specific concerns regarding Third Party rights over plot 1-14. This relates to OBJ9, Renewable Energy Systems Limited and the Steeple Renewables Project.


			9.39.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with Steeple Renewables Project and NGET is committed to engaging with the developer. NGET is progressing negotiations with Renewable Energy Systems Limited to ensure that the interface between ...





			9.40 The Objector raised specific concerns regarding the impact of the rights sought on agricultural buildings in respect of plots 1-20 and 1-21.


			9.40.1 NGET has engaged with the Objector regarding this and the Objector has provided an alternative access route. NGET has reviewed the route through desktop studies and a site visit and confirmed that the alternative route would be suitable for the...





			9.41 The Objector raised specific concerns regarding the impact of the rights sought for access over plots 2-6 and 2-7.


			9.41.1 As above, NGET is progressing with negotiations for a voluntary agreement for an easement with the landowner, which would enable greater flexibility in access to permit shorter, more direct routes to be taken over the land where feasible. NGET ...





			9.42 NGET notes that Crow Park Farming Company withdrew part of its objection to the Order on 27th April 2026. The landowner’s objection remains in place for plots 16-6, 16-7 and 17-1 in relation to land under Option to Elements Green Trent Limited fo...


			9.42.1 NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park. NGET is progressing negotiations with Elements Green in relation to the Great North Road Solar and Biodiversity Park to ensure that the int...








			10. Conclusion


			10.1 In this statement I have provided a description of the Order Land which is included in the Order. I have described the need for the Order Land, including providing a description of the land and the new rights.


			10.2 I have described the acquisition strategy pursued by NGET and I have explained the status of negotiations with landowners including the extent of land and rights already acquired by agreement.


			10.3 I have explained how NGET has complied with the CPO Guidance with respect to attempts to acquire by agreement and have provided an overview of the strategy NGET have used to achieve that.


			10.4 NGET requires permanent rights to enable the delivery and secure the long-term future of the Project. Where NGET requires rights over land, it has separated them into the ‘packages’ of rights necessary to deliver the Project, in an effort to mini...


			10.5 NGET has engaged with affected persons for a considerable period of time; has sought to acquire necessary rights through voluntary agreements and relies on compulsory purchase powers as a last resort. All the objectors to the Project have been ac...





			11. Declaration & Statement of truth
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National Grid plc. National Grid House, Warwick Technology Park,



Gallows Hill, Warwick. CV34 6DA United Kingdom



Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152



Guidance for 
surveyors advising on 
National Grid projects



Guidance for agents advising 



landowners impacted by National



Grid infrastructure projects.



Purpose of this document



This document is aimed at building positive working 



relationships between National Grid, National Grid’s 



land agents, agents representing landowners and 



parties affected by our proposals in respect of new 



National Grid Electricity Transmission projects.



It is intended to provide clear ways of working and



to ensure both parties understand expectations in 



respect of fees. It should be read alongside National 



Grid’s wider published policies, Payment of Surveyors 



Fees and Land Rights Strategy and Payment 



Schedule for Assets.



Approach to agreeing reimbursement of fees



Agent’s representing landowners will have a  



contractual relationship with the landowner being 



impacted by a National Grid project. The landowner 



has ultimate responsibility for fees; however, 



landowners are entitled to reclaim reasonable and 



commensurate professional fees from National Grid. 



This is in line with RICS professional statements



in relation to fees.



On instruction, agents will issue Terms of



Engagement to their client and a copy is to be



shared with National Grid’s appointed agent to confirm 



instruction. These Terms of Engagement should set 



out the scope of work and activities to be undertaken 



and proposed resource.



Terms of engagement should be clear as to the 



varying rates, based on seniority / experience,



within the agent's firm.



National Grid will usually reimburse agents fees



on a fixed fee basis in line with National Grid’s 



published policies ‘Payment of Surveyors Fees’ and 



‘Land Rights Strategy and Payment Schedule for 



Assets’   which have been produced with reference



to the RICS Professional statement for ‘Surveyors 



Advising in Respect of Compulsory Purchase and 



Statutory Compensation’.



Please note National Grid are unable to cover fees for 



any objection to the scheme nor are they able to cover 



third party fees for formulating an objection.



Timesheets will not be required for work undertaken in 



line with a fixed fee. For example, in relation to survey 



and investigation works. 



In some instances, it may be appropriate for time



to be reimbursed on a time charge basis. All fees



to be reimbursed on a time charge basis should be 



agreed at the outset between all parties. The agent 



should submit accurate and appropriately detailed 



timesheets. Agents should monitor the level of their 



fees against a pre-agreed cap and seek approval



of any potential additional fees within a reasonable 



timeframe prior to the fee cap being met or exceeded. 



All requests for additional fees over the originally 



agreed cap will need to be supported by



appropriate evidence.



At the time of agreement of fees both parties will



agree suitable timeframes for submission of invoices. 



This is likely to be on completion of a works package 



e.g. signing of Heads of Terms.
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The appropriate resource should be used for the 



activity and rates clarified in advance of the work 



commencing. The seniority should be demonstrated 



as being proportionate to the complexity of the claim



/advice being given.



As noted above, in some instances fees for National 



Grid projects will be paid on an hourly rate. This 



should be agreed in advance and the hourly rates



are as follows:



Invoices should be submitted via the landowner and 



addressed to the landowner, payable by National Grid, 



care of National Grid’s appointed agents.



Correspondence with landowners /agents



National Grid is required to engage with landowners 



directly in relation to matters impacting their land. 



Statutory notices will be sent directly to the landowner. 



National Grid and their appointed agents will



ensure instructed agents are kept informed of 



communications with landowners, save for in



limited instances where agent inputs are not



deemed to be required.



National Grid reserve the rights to contact the 



landowner should they deem reasonable at any



stage throughout the project.



Managing costs



The following list provides a guide for expectations



in relation to agent’s involvement. This list is not 



exhaustive and will vary for each landowner:



• National Grid’s appointed agents will provide



notification of upcoming non-intrusive surveys



to the landowner directly.



• It is expected that site visits to advise on



non-intrusive survey access agreements



should not be necessary.



• Any day-to-day issues with survey access should



be reported by the landowner to National Grid’s



appointed agents.



• It is anticipated that a meeting on site will be



required to agree the intrusive access licence.



Where possible and appropriate this will include



a National Grid representative to discuss the



practicalities of undertaking the surveys.



• National Grid’s appointed agent will undertake



and produce a record of condition in advance



of intrusive surveys and any other construction



activities, which will be shared with the landowner



and their agent.



• The landowner’s agent is asked to compile known



land interests and other relevant information in



a Land Interest Questionnaire. Recovery of the



landowner’s agent costs on completion of this



document(s) is set out within National Grid’s ‘Land



Rights Strategy and Payment Schedule for Assets’ .



• The Land Interest Questionnaire will also



seek to obtain cropping information in relation



to the holding.



• Any damage in excess of the advanced



compensation made for the survey access licenses



will be agreed on an individual basis with



submission of a claim and proof of loss.



• Travelling expenses will be reimbursed based



on pence per mile basis as per current HM



Revenue & Customs rates. Please note if a time



charge basis has been agreed, an appropriate



hourly rate must also be agreed for the travel



time reasonably incurred.



• For travel incurred outside the region where the



work is located, use of the most appropriate local



expertise should be considered. National Grid will



only pay for this in exceptional circumstances.



• Fees for protracting responses or objecting



to the scheme are not covered.



• Fees to explain the technical DCO/CPO



process to agents or negotiation of fees



will also not be covered.



Value Added Tax (VAT)



Where an agent is representing a landowner who



is VAT registered, National Grid will not reimburse



the VAT element of the invoice. If the landowner



is not VAT registered, National Grid will reimburse



the full invoice value including VAT. National Grid



will require confirmation of the landowner’s VAT



status prior to reimbursing the landowner for



incurred costs.



Level Hourly Rate



Partner / Director £180



Qualified Surveyors (>5 yrs) £160



Qualified Surveyors (2-5 yrs) £140



Qualified Surveyors (<2 yrs) £110



Trainees / Graduates £90



Administration £60
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Date: 18/03/2025 



Dear Mr and Mrs Beardsley, 



The Great Grid Upgrade - West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment 
Project 



Relevant Land Registry Title(s): NT104811 
Asset Reference(s): ZD110 



Further to our previous letter dated 6 September 2024, we are writing in relation to National Grid’s proposal to 
enter into an easement to secure assets currently located on and or over your land, as shown on the enclosed 
plan.   



As part of the Great Grid Upgrade works, it is necessary to refurbish the existing tower lines between West Burton 
and Ratcliffe-on-Soar, to increase capacity in the line in order to deliver on the government’s interim 2030 target 
to connect more clean, green energy sources to the Grid, underpinning the broader 2050 net-zero commitment. 
Further information relating to the Great Grid Upgrade can be found by visiting www.nationalgrid.com/the-
great-grid-upgrade.  



Government policy places significant importance on the need for a secure and reliable electricity network 
infrastructure, and this includes a strong preference for permanent arrangements (such as easements) because 
of their greater reliability and economic certainty. It is National Grid’s preference to acquire all land rights by 
voluntary agreement but please be aware, given the strategic importance of National Grid’s infrastructure to the 
nation’s net zero goals, that if it is not possible to reach agreement with you it may be necessary for National 
Grid to consider the use of statutory powers to secure the permanent land rights that it requires. 



We have reviewed the existing apparatus on your land and calculated the value of the easement in line with 
National Grid’s strategy below: 



Asset Payment Per Asset Total Payment Applicable 
Towers (Arable Land) £8,000 None 
Towers (Pasture Land) £6,000 £6,000 
Span (0-49 metres) £500 None 



Leslie Alan Beardsley and Denise Ann 
Beardsley 



Ardent West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
Refurbishment Project Team 



36 – 38 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DE 
WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com 
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Span (50-99 metres) £750 None 
Span (100 metres +) £1,000 None 



 Grand Total £6,000 



We have enclosed a Memorandum of Agreement with this letter which provides additional details regarding the 
proposed easement. We would greatly appreciate receiving confirmation within the next 14 days of your 
willingness to enter into an easement for the existing assets on your land. Please return the signed copy of the 
Memorandum of Agreement in the prepaid return envelope enclosed with this letter. Alternatively, copies can 
be emailed to the Ardent team at WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com.  



If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by contacting our nominated team member who 
will manage this process concerning land that you own. Their details are as follows: 



Contact: Michael Chambers 
Telephone: 
Email: 



In addition to the above, National Grid will reimburse agent’s and legal fees that are reasonably and necessarily 
incurred in the completion of a permanent easement through agreement with Ardent. We have included a copy 
of National Grid’s Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects which provides further detail 
regarding the ways of working and expectations in respect of professional fees.  



Please note that National Grid intend to undertake surveys of their existing assets as part of their policy to 
maintain existing infrastructure imminently. If you have any specific access requirements, please do let us know.  
We will contact you closer to the time to provide more detail on the exact timings and nature of these surveys. 



Your continued cooperation is much appreciated.  



Yours sincerely, 



Ardent 
Ardent 
For and on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission 



Enc. Plan, Memorandum of Agreement template, Ways of Working Document, Prepaid Return Envelope 



Please let us know if you require this letter to be provided in any other format, we would be happy to help.



Data Protection: Ardent Management Limited act as a Processor on behalf of National Grid with regard to the personal 
data we collect and process about you. For more information about how National Grid use your personal data, please refer 
their privacy policy enclosed or at nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy 
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V8 



Memorandum of Agreement – Entering a Deed of Easement 



I/We      (the Grantors), of, 



agree to accept the offer of £           in full and final settlement to enter a permanent easement. 



I/we understand this offer is subject to internal review and approval by National Grid Electricity 



Transmission plc (NGET). 



I/we confirm my/our understanding that an easement grants NGET permanent rights to keep, access 



and maintain their apparatus on my/our land, in return for a one-off lump sum payment and that this 



right will be recorded on the Land Registry title. Once the easement process is completed I/we 



acknowledge and understand that any ongoing wayleave payments will cease. 



NGET has confirmed to me/us that they do not acquire any land ownership, only permanent rights, as 



a result of this easement process. 



I/we have instructed a solicitor to act on my/our behalf to review and complete the legal agreement 



required and understand that NGET will contribute towards their reasonable legal fees. 



I/we acknowledge that the easement rights being granted are to be on and over my/our land as 



identified on the attached plan. I/We confirm that the offer covers all the land in my/our ownership 



which is crossed by NGET apparatus and that if any further land is identified during the legal process, 



we are happy for the plan to be amended and the land included within the easement boundary. Any 



permanent rights payment due under the Land Rights Strategy and Payment Schedule for Assets will be 



added to this settlement sum. 



I understand that in the event National Grid accesses the land to undertake works our right to claim crop 
loss and payment for any damages incurred due to the works is allowed under the new deed. 



Is the land opted to tax: Yes      No 



(If yes, NGET will require proof of the option to tax prior to completing the easement and the rights 
payment will be made plus VAT). 



Does the land abut a public highway:  Yes      No 



(if no, a suitable access route to the easement land must be proposed and marked on the attached plan. 
If this access route is over third-party land, a Statutory Declaration may be required confirming that you 
have access rights capable of use by NGET). 



Based on the terms of this Memorandum of Agreement I/we acknowledge and commit to the target 
date of four months from the return of this Memorandum of Agreement to NGET for completion of the 
new easement.  
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V8 



I/we can confirm that I am/we are the landowner/long-leaseholder and I/we agree to these terms. I/we 



understand this Memorandum of Agreement is not intended to be legally binding and that the easement 



remains subject to agreement between solicitors, with whom we intend to proactively engage.   



If the land is owned jointly by more than one person, I confirm that I am signing for and on behalf of all 
landowners* and that I have authority to do so 



Landowner Name: Dated: 



Landowner Signature**: Dated: 



Solicitors details 



Firm: 



Address: 



Contact details: 



*All parties on the title register for the property will need to sign the final easement document and plan



**By signing this form, I acknowledge that I/we am/are responsible for accounting to HMRC for any tax 
due on the monies received from NGET and confirm that I am/ we are not in any way seeking to evade 
tax due on such monies and agree not to pursue/seek to recover compensation from any third parties for 
the same loss.   
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______________________ 
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V8 



Memorandum of Agreement – Entering a Deed of Easement 



I/We      (the Grantors), of, 



agree to accept the offer of £           in full and final settlement to enter a permanent easement. 



I/we understand this offer is subject to internal review and approval by National Grid Electricity 



Transmission plc (NGET). 



I/we confirm my/our understanding that an easement grants NGET permanent rights to keep, access 



and maintain their apparatus on my/our land, in return for a one-off lump sum payment and that this 



right will be recorded on the Land Registry title. Once the easement process is completed I/we 



acknowledge and understand that any ongoing wayleave payments will cease. 



NGET has confirmed to me/us that they do not acquire any land ownership, only permanent rights, as 



a result of this easement process. 



I/we have instructed a solicitor to act on my/our behalf to review and complete the legal agreement 



required and understand that NGET will contribute towards their reasonable legal fees. 



I/we acknowledge that the easement rights being granted are to be on and over my/our land as 



identified on the attached plan. I/We confirm that the offer covers all the land in my/our ownership 



which is crossed by NGET apparatus and that if any further land is identified during the legal process, 



we are happy for the plan to be amended and the land included within the easement boundary. Any 



permanent rights payment due under the Land Rights Strategy and Payment Schedule for Assets will be 



added to this settlement sum. 



I understand that in the event National Grid accesses the land to undertake works our right to claim crop 
loss and payment for any damages incurred due to the works is allowed under the new deed. 



Is the land opted to tax: Yes      No 



(If yes, NGET will require proof of the option to tax prior to completing the easement and the rights 
payment will be made plus VAT). 



Does the land abut a public highway:  Yes      No 



(if no, a suitable access route to the easement land must be proposed and marked on the attached plan. 
If this access route is over third-party land, a Statutory Declaration may be required confirming that you 
have access rights capable of use by NGET). 



Based on the terms of this Memorandum of Agreement I/we acknowledge and commit to the target 
date of four months from the return of this Memorandum of Agreement to NGET for completion of the 
new easement.  
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I/we can confirm that I am/we are the landowner/long-leaseholder and I/we agree to these terms. I/we 



understand this Memorandum of Agreement is not intended to be legally binding and that the easement 



remains subject to agreement between solicitors, with whom we intend to proactively engage.   



If the land is owned jointly by more than one person, I confirm that I am signing for and on behalf of all 
landowners* and that I have authority to do so 



Landowner Name: Dated: 



Landowner Signature**: Dated: 



Solicitors details 



Firm: 



Address: 



Contact details: 



*All parties on the title register for the property will need to sign the final easement document and plan



**By signing this form, I acknowledge that I/we am/are responsible for accounting to HMRC for any tax 
due on the monies received from NGET and confirm that I am/ we are not in any way seeking to evade 
tax due on such monies and agree not to pursue/seek to recover compensation from any third parties for 
the same loss.   
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Date: 11/06/2025 



Dear Mr Dunthorne, 



The Great Grid Upgrade - West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment 
Project 



Relevant Land Registry Title(s): Unregistered 
Asset Reference(s): ZDS094, ZDS095 



Further to our previous letter dated 6 September 2024, we are writing in relation to National Grid’s proposal to 
enter into an easement to secure assets currently located on and or over your land, as shown on the enclosed 
plan.   



As part of the Great Grid Upgrade works, it is necessary to refurbish the existing tower lines between West Burton 
and Ratcliffe-on-Soar, to increase capacity in the line in order to deliver on the government’s interim 2030 target 
to connect more clean, green energy sources to the Grid, underpinning the broader 2050 net-zero commitment. 
Further information relating to the Great Grid Upgrade can be found by visiting www.nationalgrid.com/the-
great-grid-upgrade.  



Government policy places significant importance on the need for a secure and reliable electricity network 
infrastructure, and this includes a strong preference for permanent arrangements (such as easements) because 
of their greater reliability and economic certainty. It is National Grid’s preference to acquire all land rights by 
voluntary agreement but please be aware, given the strategic importance of National Grid’s infrastructure to the 
nation’s net zero goals, that if it is not possible to reach agreement with you it may be necessary for National 
Grid to consider the use of statutory powers to secure the permanent land rights that it requires. 



We have reviewed the existing apparatus on your land and calculated the value of the easement in line with 
National Grid’s strategy below: 



Asset Payment Per Asset Total Payment Applicable 
Towers (Arable Land) £8,000 None 
Towers (Pasture Land) £6,000 None 
Span (0-49 metres) £500 None 



Phillip Michael Dunthorne 



Ardent West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
Refurbishment Project Team 



36 – 38 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DE 
WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com 



Our Ref: WBROS_W2E_467 
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Span (50-99 metres) £750 None 
Span (100 metres +) £1,000 £1,000 



 Grand Total £1,000 



We have enclosed a Memorandum of Agreement with this letter which provides additional details regarding the 
proposed easement. We would greatly appreciate receiving confirmation within the next 14 days of your 
willingness to enter into an easement for the existing assets on your land. Please return the signed copy of the 
Memorandum of Agreement in the prepaid return envelope enclosed with this letter. Alternatively, copies can 
be emailed to the Ardent team at WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com. 



If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by contacting our nominated team member who 
will manage this process concerning land that you own. There details are as follows: 



Contact: Sophie Rathore 
Telephone: 
Email: 



In addition to the above, National Grid will reimburse agent’s and legal fees that are reasonably and necessarily 
incurred in the completion of a permanent easement through agreement with Ardent. We have included a copy 
of National Grid’s Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects which provides further detail 
regarding the ways of working and expectations in respect of professional fees. 



Please note that National Grid intend to undertake surveys of their existing assets as part of their policy to 
maintain existing infrastructure imminently. If you have any specific access requirements, please do let us know.  
We will contact you closer to the time to provide more detail on the exact timings and nature of these surveys. 



Your continued cooperation is much appreciated.  



Yours sincerely, 



Ardent 
Ardent 
For and on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission 



Enc. Plan, Memorandum of Agreement template, Ways of Working Document, Prepaid Return Envelope 



Please let us know if you require this letter to be provided in any other format, we would be happy to help.



Data Protection: Ardent Management Limited act as a Processor on behalf of National Grid with regard to the personal 
data we collect and process about you. For more information about how National Grid use your personal data, please refer 
their privacy policy enclosed or at nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy 



18



18





mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com


https://www.nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy








 



Date: 11/06/2025 



Dear Mr Dunthorne, 



The Great Grid Upgrade - West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment 
Project 



Relevant Land Registry Title(s): Unregistered 
Asset Reference(s): ZDS094, ZDS095 



Further to our previous letter dated 6 September 2024, we are writing in relation to National Grid’s proposal to 
enter into an easement to secure assets currently located on and or over your land, as shown on the enclosed 
plan.   



As part of the Great Grid Upgrade works, it is necessary to refurbish the existing tower lines between West Burton 
and Ratcliffe-on-Soar, to increase capacity in the line in order to deliver on the government’s interim 2030 target 
to connect more clean, green energy sources to the Grid, underpinning the broader 2050 net-zero commitment. 
Further information relating to the Great Grid Upgrade can be found by visiting www.nationalgrid.com/the-
great-grid-upgrade.  



Government policy places significant importance on the need for a secure and reliable electricity network 
infrastructure, and this includes a strong preference for permanent arrangements (such as easements) because 
of their greater reliability and economic certainty. It is National Grid’s preference to acquire all land rights by 
voluntary agreement but please be aware, given the strategic importance of National Grid’s infrastructure to the 
nation’s net zero goals, that if it is not possible to reach agreement with you it may be necessary for National 
Grid to consider the use of statutory powers to secure the permanent land rights that it requires. 



We have reviewed the existing apparatus on your land and calculated the value of the easement in line with 
National Grid’s strategy below: 



Asset Payment Per Asset Total Payment Applicable 
Towers (Arable Land) £8,000 None 
Towers (Pasture Land) £6,000 None 
Span (0-49 metres) £500 None 



Richard Anthony Dunthorne 



Ardent West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
Refurbishment Project Team 



36 – 38 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DE 
WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com 



Our Ref: WBROS_W2E_467 
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Span (50-99 metres) £750 None 
Span (100 metres +) £1,000 £1,000 



 Grand Total £1,000 



We have enclosed a Memorandum of Agreement with this letter which provides additional details regarding the 
proposed easement. We would greatly appreciate receiving confirmation within the next 14 days of your 
willingness to enter into an easement for the existing assets on your land. Please return the signed copy of the 
Memorandum of Agreement in the prepaid return envelope enclosed with this letter. Alternatively, copies can 
be emailed to the Ardent team at WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com. 



If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by contacting our nominated team member who 
will manage this process concerning land that you own. There details are as follows: 



Contact: Sophie Rathore 
Telephone: 
Email: 



In addition to the above, National Grid will reimburse agent’s and legal fees that are reasonably and necessarily 
incurred in the completion of a permanent easement through agreement with Ardent. We have included a copy 
of National Grid’s Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects which provides further detail 
regarding the ways of working and expectations in respect of professional fees.  



Please note that National Grid intend to undertake surveys of their existing assets as part of their policy to 
maintain existing infrastructure imminently. If you have any specific access requirements, please do let us know.  
We will contact you closer to the time to provide more detail on the exact timings and nature of these surveys. 



Your continued cooperation is much appreciated.  



Yours sincerely, 



Ardent 
Ardent 
For and on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission 



Enc. Plan, Memorandum of Agreement template, Ways of Working Document, Prepaid Return Envelope 



Please let us know if you require this letter to be provided in any other format, we would be happy to help.



Data Protection: Ardent Management Limited act as a Processor on behalf of National Grid with regard to the personal 
data we collect and process about you. For more information about how National Grid use your personal data, please refer 
their privacy policy enclosed or at nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy 
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V8 



Memorandum of Agreement – Entering a Deed of Easement 



I/We      (the Grantors), of, 



agree to accept the offer of £           in full and final settlement to enter a permanent easement. 



I/we understand this offer is subject to internal review and approval by National Grid Electricity 



Transmission plc (NGET). 



I/we confirm my/our understanding that an easement grants NGET permanent rights to keep, access 



and maintain their apparatus on my/our land, in return for a one-off lump sum payment and that this 



right will be recorded on the Land Registry title. Once the easement process is completed I/we 



acknowledge and understand that any ongoing wayleave payments will cease. 



NGET has confirmed to me/us that they do not acquire any land ownership, only permanent rights, as 



a result of this easement process. 



I/we have instructed a solicitor to act on my/our behalf to review and complete the legal agreement 



required and understand that NGET will contribute towards their reasonable legal fees. 



I/we acknowledge that the easement rights being granted are to be on and over my/our land as 



identified on the attached plan. I/We confirm that the offer covers all the land in my/our ownership 



which is crossed by NGET apparatus and that if any further land is identified during the legal process, 



we are happy for the plan to be amended and the land included within the easement boundary. Any 



permanent rights payment due under the Land Rights Strategy and Payment Schedule for Assets will be 



added to this settlement sum. 



I understand that in the event National Grid accesses the land to undertake works our right to claim crop 
loss and payment for any damages incurred due to the works is allowed under the new deed. 



Is the land opted to tax: Yes      No 



(If yes, NGET will require proof of the option to tax prior to completing the easement and the rights 
payment will be made plus VAT). 



Does the land abut a public highway:  Yes      No 



(if no, a suitable access route to the easement land must be proposed and marked on the attached plan. 
If this access route is over third-party land, a Statutory Declaration may be required confirming that you 
have access rights capable of use by NGET). 



Based on the terms of this Memorandum of Agreement I/we acknowledge and commit to the target 
date of four months from the return of this Memorandum of Agreement to NGET for completion of the 
new easement.  
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V8 



I/we can confirm that I am/we are the landowner/long-leaseholder and I/we agree to these terms. I/we 



understand this Memorandum of Agreement is not intended to be legally binding and that the easement 



remains subject to agreement between solicitors, with whom we intend to proactively engage.   



If the land is owned jointly by more than one person, I confirm that I am signing for and on behalf of all 
landowners* and that I have authority to do so 



Landowner Name: Dated: 



Landowner Signature**: Dated: 



Solicitors details 



Firm: 



Address: 



Contact details: 



*All parties on the title register for the property will need to sign the final easement document and plan



**By signing this form, I acknowledge that I/we am/are responsible for accounting to HMRC for any tax 
due on the monies received from NGET and confirm that I am/ we are not in any way seeking to evade 
tax due on such monies and agree not to pursue/seek to recover compensation from any third parties for 
the same loss.   
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Date: //2026 



Date: 03/02/2026 



Dear Phillip Michael Dunthorne, 



The Great Grid Upgrade - West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project 



Offer of Terms: Subject to Contract 



Relevant Land Registry Title(s): NT319479, NT425907 



Further to our previous correspondence, we are writing in relation to National Grid’s West Burton to Ratcliffe-



on-Soar Refurbishment Project.  



As part of the Great Grid Upgrade works, it is necessary to refurbish the existing tower lines between West Burton 



and Ratcliffe-on-Soar, to increase capacity in the line in order to deliver a reliable, affordable network into the 



future and meet the rising demand for electricity. Further information relating to the Great Grid Upgrade can be 



found by visiting www.nationalgrid.com/the-great-grid-upgrade. The work will involve replacing wires 



(conductors, insulators), and fittings to improve the line’s capacity to carry more power through the existing 



network. No new towers (sometimes also referred to as pylons) will be constructed as part of this Project.  



As part of this reconductoring project, National Grid are looking to modernise all deeds of easement along the 



route and transfer these onto the current precedent deed used by National Grid on overhead line assets across 



the country. It remains National Grid’s intention and preference to negotiate voluntary agreements to secure all 



of the rights required for the Project. 



This letter and enclosures constitute National Grid’s formal offer to acquire from you, by way of voluntary 



agreement, the specific rights National Grid requires to operate and refurbish their existing network between 



West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar. 



Payment Terms in relation to existing electricity transmission assets 



An existing deed is in place over the assets on your land. National Grid have a standard compensation framework 



in relation to vary an existing easement, and National Grid are prepared to offer a payment of £1,000 (One 



Thousand Pounds) to update the easement granted over your property by the registered owner(s) onto the 



current precedent deed.  



Phillip Michael Dunthorne 



Ardent West Burton to Ratcliffe -on - Soar



Project Team



36 –  38 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DE



WestBurton - RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent -



management.com



Our Ref: WBROS_E2E_467 
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For the avoidance of doubt, the above offer relates to rights over the title numbers referred to on the enclosed 



plan(s). For instances where multiple parties own the same parcel of land, each will receive a letter, however, 



the sum offered is a one-off payment in respect of rights granted over the title and not paid to each individual 



owner.  



 



We may have written to you previously with an offer regarding separate land parcels in your ownership to those 



shown on the enclosed plans. Please note that the offer made in this letter is in addition to any previous offers 



made by National Grid.  



 



If paper copies should be sent to any other interested parties directly who are also owners of the land, please let 



us know. If you have appointed a land agent to act on your behalf and have informed us, we will send them a 



copy of this correspondence by email. 



 



What you need to do 



Please respond to the terms of this offer and whether you accept the offer or contact us with any queries. 



 



If you have not already done so, we would recommend appointing a Land Agent to act on your behalf, who will 



be able to assist with the progression of the easement. Please let us know who has been appointed to act on 



your behalf and we will issue them a copy of this correspondence to discuss in further detail. Once an offer is 



accepted you will need to instruct a solicitor to act on your behalf to review and complete the legal agreement. 



National Grid will meet reasonable and proportionate solicitors’ and land agents’ fees in dealing with this Project 



in accordance with National Grid’s Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects Document. 



 



Once these terms are agreed, then National Grid will instruct its own solicitor to draft and issue the Easement 



and the relevant land rights document(s) to your appointed solicitor. 



 



National Grid’s preference will always be to secure land rights on the basis of voluntary agreement with affected 



land interests. However, in order to give certainty that the Project can be undertaken in full, National Grid intends 



to prepare, make, and submit a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) to the Secretary of State in early 2026 for all 



of the rights required along the route. Please note that this is not intended to purchase the freehold of your land; 



rather, it will allow us to secure any essential land rights that could not be obtained through voluntary 



negotiations. The compulsory purchase powers contained within the CPO will not be exercised over land where 



land interests have been identified and a voluntary agreement to grant a deed of easement has been completed. 



The proposed CPO includes or affects land we believe you own, as shown on the enclosed plan(s).  



 



If we do not hear from you or a professional advisor acting on your behalf within 10 working days of the postmark 



of this letter, we will endeavour to make further contact to discuss progressing a voluntary agreement with you 



using telephone or email details previously provided to us.  



 



Further to the above, please review and sign Appendix 1 to confirm you are in agreement with the terms set out 



within this letter. Once signed please return a copy in the pre-paid envelope provided. 
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Contact us 



If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by contacting our nominated team member who 



will manage this process concerning land that you own. Their details are as follows: 



 



Contact: Sophie Rathore 



Telephone:  



Email:  



Post: Ardent West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Project Team 



36 – 38 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DE 



 



 



Yours sincerely, 



 



 



Robert Govier 
National Grid Lands Team 
 
For and on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission 
 



Enc. Appendix 1, Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects, Plan(s), Prepaid Return Envelope 



 
Please let us know if you require this letter to be provided in any other format, we would be happy to help. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Data Protection: Ardent Management Limited act as a Processor on behalf of National Grid with regard to the personal 



data we collect and process about you. For more information about how National Grid use your personal data, please refer 



their privacy policy enclosed or at nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy 
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Appendix 1 



 



 



I/We agree to enter into National Grid's standard terms easement. I/We agree that the easement rights are to 



be on and over my/our land as identified on the attached plan labelled NG_WBROS_E2E_467. I/We confirm 



that the claim covers all the land in my/our ownership which is crossed by National Grid apparatus and that if 



any further land is identified at the legal stage I/we are happy for the plan to be amended and the land 



included for no additional settlement sum. 



 



Based on the terms of this agreement, the expectation is that the easement will complete within four months 



from the return of this document to National Grid, although it can take longer for more complex cases. 



 



I/We can confirm that I/we are the landowner(s), and I/we agree to these terms.  



I/We understand this document is not legally binding. 



 



If the land is owned jointly by more than one person, I/we confirm that I/we have spoken to the other parties 



and all parties are happy to proceed with the easement*. Agents' acknowledgement initials (if applicable): 



 



Landowner Name: 



 



 



Landowner Signature*: 



  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



*All parties on the title register for the property will need to sign the final easement 



Our Ref: WBROS_E2E_467 
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Date: //2026 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Date: 03/02/2026 



 



 



Dear Richard Anthony Dunthorne, 
 



The Great Grid Upgrade - West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project 



Offer of Terms: Subject to Contract 
 



Relevant Land Registry Title(s): NT319479, NT425907 



 



Further to our previous correspondence, we are writing in relation to National Grid’s West Burton to Ratcliffe-



on-Soar Refurbishment Project.  



 



As part of the Great Grid Upgrade works, it is necessary to refurbish the existing tower lines between West Burton 



and Ratcliffe-on-Soar, to increase capacity in the line in order to deliver a reliable, affordable network into the 



future and meet the rising demand for electricity. Further information relating to the Great Grid Upgrade can be 



found by visiting www.nationalgrid.com/the-great-grid-upgrade. The work will involve replacing wires 



(conductors, insulators), and fittings to improve the line’s capacity to carry more power through the existing 



network. No new towers (sometimes also referred to as pylons) will be constructed as part of this Project.  



 



As part of this reconductoring project, National Grid are looking to modernise all deeds of easement along the 



route and transfer these onto the current precedent deed used by National Grid on overhead line assets across 



the country. It remains National Grid’s intention and preference to negotiate voluntary agreements to secure all 



of the rights required for the Project. 



 



This letter and enclosures constitute National Grid’s formal offer to acquire from you, by way of voluntary 



agreement, the specific rights National Grid requires to operate and refurbish their existing network between 



West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar. 



 



Payment Terms in relation to existing electricity transmission assets 



An existing deed is in place over the assets on your land. National Grid have a standard compensation framework 



in relation to vary an existing easement, and National Grid are prepared to offer a payment of £1,000 (One 



Thousand Pounds) to update the easement granted over your property by the registered owner(s) onto the 



current precedent deed.  



 



Richard Anthony Dunthorne 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
Ardent West Burton to Ratcliffe -on - Soar 



Project Team  



36 –  38 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DE  



WestBurton - RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent -



management.com   
 



 
 



Our Ref: WBROS_E2E_467 
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For the avoidance of doubt, the above offer relates to rights over the title numbers referred to on the enclosed 



plan(s). For instances where multiple parties own the same parcel of land, each will receive a letter, however, 



the sum offered is a one-off payment in respect of rights granted over the title and not paid to each individual 



owner.  



 



We may have written to you previously with an offer regarding separate land parcels in your ownership to those 



shown on the enclosed plans. Please note that the offer made in this letter is in addition to any previous offers 



made by National Grid.  



 



If paper copies should be sent to any other interested parties directly who are also owners of the land, please let 



us know. If you have appointed a land agent to act on your behalf and have informed us, we will send them a 



copy of this correspondence by email. 



 



What you need to do 



Please respond to the terms of this offer and whether you accept the offer or contact us with any queries. 



 



If you have not already done so, we would recommend appointing a Land Agent to act on your behalf, who will 



be able to assist with the progression of the easement. Please let us know who has been appointed to act on 



your behalf and we will issue them a copy of this correspondence to discuss in further detail. Once an offer is 



accepted you will need to instruct a solicitor to act on your behalf to review and complete the legal agreement. 



National Grid will meet reasonable and proportionate solicitors’ and land agents’ fees in dealing with this Project 



in accordance with National Grid’s Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects Document. 



 



Once these terms are agreed, then National Grid will instruct its own solicitor to draft and issue the Easement 



and the relevant land rights document(s) to your appointed solicitor. 



 



National Grid’s preference will always be to secure land rights on the basis of voluntary agreement with affected 



land interests. However, in order to give certainty that the Project can be undertaken in full, National Grid intends 



to prepare, make, and submit a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) to the Secretary of State in early 2026 for all 



of the rights required along the route. Please note that this is not intended to purchase the freehold of your land; 



rather, it will allow us to secure any essential land rights that could not be obtained through voluntary 



negotiations. The compulsory purchase powers contained within the CPO will not be exercised over land where 



land interests have been identified and a voluntary agreement to grant a deed of easement has been completed. 



The proposed CPO includes or affects land we believe you own, as shown on the enclosed plan(s).  



 



If we do not hear from you or a professional advisor acting on your behalf within 10 working days of the postmark 



of this letter, we will endeavour to make further contact to discuss progressing a voluntary agreement with you 



using telephone or email details previously provided to us.  



 



Further to the above, please review and sign Appendix 1 to confirm you are in agreement with the terms set out 



within this letter. Once signed please return a copy in the pre-paid envelope provided. 
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Contact us 



If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us by contacting our nominated team member who 



will manage this process concerning land that you own. Their details are as follows: 



 



Contact: Sophie Rathore 



Telephone:  



Email:  



Post: Ardent West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Project Team 



36 – 38 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DE 



 



 



Yours sincerely, 



 



 



Robert Govier 
National Grid Lands Team 
 
For and on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission 
 



Enc. Appendix 1, Guidance for surveyors advising on National Grid projects, Plan(s), Prepaid Return Envelope 



 
Please let us know if you require this letter to be provided in any other format, we would be happy to help. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Data Protection: Ardent Management Limited act as a Processor on behalf of National Grid with regard to the personal 



data we collect and process about you. For more information about how National Grid use your personal data, please refer 



their privacy policy enclosed or at nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy 
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Appendix 1 



 



 



I/We agree to enter into National Grid's standard terms easement. I/We agree that the easement rights are to 



be on and over my/our land as identified on the attached plan labelled NG_WBROS_E2E_467. I/We confirm 



that the claim covers all the land in my/our ownership which is crossed by National Grid apparatus and that if 



any further land is identified at the legal stage I/we are happy for the plan to be amended and the land 



included for no additional settlement sum. 



 



Based on the terms of this agreement, the expectation is that the easement will complete within four months 



from the return of this document to National Grid, although it can take longer for more complex cases. 



 



I/We can confirm that I/we are the landowner(s), and I/we agree to these terms.  



I/We understand this document is not legally binding. 



 



If the land is owned jointly by more than one person, I/we confirm that I/we have spoken to the other parties 



and all parties are happy to proceed with the easement*. Agents' acknowledgement initials (if applicable): 



 



Landowner Name: 



 



 



Landowner Signature*: 



  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



*All parties on the title register for the property will need to sign the final easement 



Our Ref: WBROS_E2E_467 
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1. SUMMARY 
1.1 My name is Daniel Harper and I am a Director at Ardent Management Limited. I am a 



Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and a Fellow of the Central 
Association of Agricultural Valuers. I have extensive experience in land agency 
matters for utility infrastructure projects, having previously served as a Senior 
Surveyor for National Grid Electricity Transmission plc. Within my current role, I 
oversee the land rights negotiations with those affected by the West Burton to 
Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project and have provided overarching guidance to 
NGET regarding the Compulsory Purchase Order.  



1.2 In my statement of evidence (NGET/DH/1), I describe the Order Land, the need for 
the land and rights included in the Order, the acquisition strategy pursued by NGET, 
the status of negotiations with landowners, NGET's compliance with the CPO 
Guidance, and NGET's response to objections received. 



1.3 The Order Land is centred on existing overhead electric lines and comprises a 
corridor of predominantly agricultural land, together with access routes, construction 
compound areas and substation sites. The Order Land covers the land and rights 
required for the whole Project, comprising the WRRE and SCRE sub-projects. 



1.4 NGET seeks to acquire the freehold of a limited number of plots, principally where 
NGET already owns the freehold but the land is subject to other interests, and in 
respect of land required for National Grid Electricity Distribution plc diversion works. 
For the majority of the Project, NGET seeks to create new rights over the relevant 
land rather than acquire the freehold, adopting a proportionate approach to 
compulsory acquisition. 



1.5 The rights sought have been separated into distinct packages based on their 
purpose: Overhead Line Rights, Cabling Rights, Access Rights, Construction 
Compound Rights and Oversail Rights. These packages have been tailored and 
assigned to specific plots to ensure that the impact on affected landowners and 
occupiers is limited so far as reasonably practicable. 



1.6 All land required for the delivery of the Project has been included in the Order, 
including land subject to existing wayleaves or easements. This approach mitigates 
the inherent risk of gaps in rights or defects in existing agreements that could render 
the scheme undeliverable. 



1.7 The Order Land includes interactions with a number of renewable energy 
developments at varying stages of project development, as well as Crown Land, open 
space, common land, allotments and statutory undertaker interests. NGET has made 
the necessary applications for certificates in relation to open space, allotments and 
common land, and is in the process of obtaining consent from the relevant Crown 
bodies. NGET does not consider that any statutory undertaker would suffer serious 
detriment as a result of the Project. 



1.8 NGET's preference is to secure land rights on a voluntary basis. The acquisition 
strategy is in accordance with NGET's Land Rights Strategy, which provides a 
consistent methodology for acquiring land rights and ensures that voluntary offers 
adhere to the principle of equivalence. NGET has sought to engage with affected 
persons as early as possible, commencing negotiations in March 2025. 



1.9 As at the date of my statement, the status of negotiations is as follows: 
1.9.1 Of 32 easements required where no existing agreement is in place, 28 are 



in negotiation, 3 offers have been accepted and negotiations continue with 
the remainder. 



1.9.2 Of 183 easements required where existing agreements are in place, 107 are 
in negotiation, 68 offers have been accepted and 3 easements have been 
completed. 



1.9.3 Freehold acquisition negotiations relate to 2 parties in connection with the 
NGED diversion works, where voluntary agreement is being sought by 
NGED. 
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1.10 NGET has complied with the CPO Guidance. NGET has taken reasonable steps to 
acquire all land and rights by agreement, has made reasonable initial offers in 
accordance with the LRS, has engaged constructively with affected parties, and has 
complied with its obligations under data protection legislation. 



1.11 NGET has responded to each objector individually. The principal grounds of objection 
and NGET's responses are summarised below: 
1.11.1 Several objectors contend that existing wayleaves or easements are 



sufficient for the Project. NGET's position is that permanent rights are 
necessary for the long-term operation, maintenance and protection of the 
infrastructure. NGET’s assessment of any given easement is not based on 
whether it is in NGET’s current preferred form, but rather on whether, in 
substance it contains the minimum rights necessary to support both the 
delivery of the project and the long-term operation, maintenance and 
protection of the infrastructure. 



1.11.2 Objectors have raised concerns regarding the scope of rights sought, 
contending that they are excessive or that temporary rights would suffice. 
NGET has undertaken a careful assessment of the rights required and 
considers that the rights sought are no wider than reasonably necessary. 



1.11.3 Objectors have raised concerns regarding the impact of the Project on 
farming operations, equestrian activities and future land uses. NGET is 
committed to minimising disruption and has engaged with landowners to 
agree appropriate access arrangements and mitigation measures. 



1.11.4 Objectors associated with renewable energy developments have raised 
concerns regarding the interface between the Project and their 
developments. NGET's position is that the Project is compatible with those 
developments and NGET is progressing negotiations to ensure the interface 
is properly managed through formal legal agreements. 



1.11.5 Objectors have contended that NGET has not made reasonable efforts to 
acquire by agreement. NGET does not accept this position and has 
demonstrated extensive engagement with all affected parties through 
correspondence, telephone calls, site visits and meetings. 



1.11.6 NGET has made good progress in dealing with objectors. Agreements or 
terms have been reached with a number of objectors and NGET is hopeful 
of reaching agreements with most of the remaining objectors before the 
inquiry. 



1.12 Accordingly, I consider that NGET has taken a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition, has made reasonable endeavours to acquire the necessary land and 
rights by agreement, and that there is a compelling case in the public interest for the 
confirmation of the Order. 



2. DECLARATION 
I confirm that the opinions expressed in this proof of evidence are my true and 
professional opinions. I confirm that I have understood and complied with my duty to 
the Inquiry as an Expert Witness and have provided my evidence impartially and 
objectively. I confirm that I have no conflicts of interest. 



Signed 



 
Daniel Harper 
27 July 2026 
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CORE DOCUMENTS LIST 



First published as Schedule 1 to NGET’s Statement of Case (Core Document C08), and which has 
been updated on 27 July 2026, ahead of the public inquiry, to include Core Documents at B18 – B28.  



 
A LEGISLATION 



 
01 Land Compensation Act 1961 



 
02 Compulsory Purchase Act 1965 



 
03 Acquisition of Land Act 1981 



 
04 Electricity Act 1989 



 
05 New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 



 
06 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 



 
07 Human Rights Act 1998 



 
08 The Compulsory Purchase (Inquiries Procedure) Rules 2007 



 
09 Overhead Line (Exemption) (England and Wales) Regulations 2009 



 
10 Equality Act 2010 



 
11 Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 



 
12 Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 



 
13 Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 



 
14 Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017 



 
B GUIDANCE AND POLICY  



 
01 Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (NPS EN-1) 



 
02 National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (NPS EN-5) 



 
03 'Powering Up Britain' Energy Security Plan (March 2023) 



 
04 'Powering Up Britain' The Net Zero Growth Plan (March 2023) 
05 ‘Mission Zero’- Independent Review of Net Zero (2023) 



 
06 British Energy Security Strategy (April 2022) 



 
07 The Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener (2021) 



 
08 The Energy White Paper (December 2020) 
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09 Department of Energy & Climate Change's Guidance Note on Overhead Power Lines under 
section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (July 2014) 
 



10 The National Planning Policy Framework (published 12 December 2024) 
 



11 NGET Environmental Operations Policy (March 2024) 
 



12 NGET Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy (December 2016) 
 



13 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government Guidance on the Compulsory 
Purchase Process (October 2024)  



14 NESO 'Beyond 2030' report (March 2024) 
 



15 Clean Power 2030 Action Plan report 
 



16 NESO's 'Clean Power 2030: Advice on achieving clean power for Great Britain by 2030' 
(November 2024) 
 



17 UK's Modern Industrial Strategy (June 2025) 
 



18 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government’s Guidance on the Compulsory 
Purchase Process (June 2026) 
 



19 Consultation Draft NPPF (December 2025) 
 



20 Bassetlaw Local Plan 2020 – 2038 (adopted May 2024) 
 



21 Bassetlaw Landscape Character Assessment (2009) 
 



22 Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (adopted April 2023) 
 



23 Newark and Sherwood Amended Core Strategy (adopted 2019) 
 



24 Broxtowe Borough, Gedling Borough and Nottingham City, Aligned Core Strategy (September 
2024) 
 



25 Gedling Borough Council’s Local Planning Document (adopted July 2018) 
 



26 The Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 1 – Core Strategy (adopted December 2014) 
 



27 The Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 2 – Land and Planning Policies (adopted October 2019) 
 



28 Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Waste Local Plan (adopted September 2025) 
 



C  COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER AND RELATED DOCUMENTS 
 



01 The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 
 



02 Map referred to in NGET (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) 
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 
 



03 Statement of Reasons (February 2026) 
 



04 Protected Assets Certificate dated 2 March 2026 
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05 General Certificate dated 2 March 2026 
 



06 Open Space Exemption Certificate Application Letter (with Enclosures) (5 March 2026) 
 



07 GEMA Consent Application (15 May 2026) 
 



08 Statement of Case (May 2026) 
 



D OBJECTIONS 
 



01 Objections and NGET Formal Response Letters 
 



E MISCELLANEOUS  
 



01 National Grid Electricity plc Transmission Licence (April 2021) 
 



02 National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc Special Conditions (June 2025) 
 



03 National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc Standard Conditions (June 2025) 
 



04 Network Options Assessment (NOA) (January 2022) 
 



05 Network Options Assessment Refresh (July 2022) 
 



06 Holistic Network Design: Pathway to 2030 dated July 2022 
 



07 Future Energy Scenarios (July 2023) 
 



08 The Electricity Ten Year Statement 2023 
 



09 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government "Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation: Guide 1 - Procedure” 
 



10 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government "Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation: Guide 2 - Compensation to Business Owners and Occupiers” 
 



11 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government "Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation: Guide 3 - Compensation to Agricultural Owners and Occupiers” 
 



12 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government "Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation: Guide 4 - Compensation for Residential Owners and Occupiers” 
 



13 NGET Land Rights Strategy (Version 1) 
 








			THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC


			CORE DOCUMENTS LIST


			27 July 2026
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THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO 



RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE 



ORDER 2026 



 
Compulsory purchase of land and new rights in land between West Burton and 



Ratcliffe-on-Soar to enable various works to refurbish and uprate the existing 



electricity transmission between these locations. 



The Electricity Act 1989 
and the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 



 
 



 



1. National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (Company Registration number 02366977) has made 
the National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment 
Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (in this Notice referred to as the "Order") on 12 
February 2026 under section 10 and paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 1989 and 
the Acquisition of Land Act 1981. 



2. The Order has been submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for 
confirmation and, if confirmed, would authorise National Grid Electricity Transmission plc to 
purchase compulsorily the land and new rights described in the Schedule below for the purpose 
of enabling the refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to High 
Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph and Cottam 
to Staythorpe 1 and associated works to maintain and uprate the existing electricity transmission 
system. 



3. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero has 
appointed an Inspector to hold a public local inquiry to hear objections to the above-named 
Compulsory Purchase Order. The Inquiry will be held on Tuesday 18 August 2026, Wednesday 
19 August, Thursday 20 August, Tuesday 25 August, Wednesday 26 August and Thursday 27 
August commencing at 10:00am on the first day. The venue is the Q Hotels Belton Woods, 
Belton, Grantham, NG32 2LN. 



4. A copy of the Order and the maps referred to therein have been deposited and may be seen 
at all reasonable hours at the following locations: 



 



- Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ 



- Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE 
- Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate, Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW 



 
A copy of the Order and accompanying maps and documents are available for inspection 
online at: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-
3524114006-3 
 
Copies are available on reasonable request made in writing to "National Grid Community 
Relations Team, Freepost National Grid Projects (JBP)", by email to 
box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com or by telephoning 0800 073 1047 
(Monday to Friday from 9am to 5:30pm).





https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3


https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3


https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3
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SCHEDULE 



DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND AND NEW RIGHTS 



The land subject to the Order is situated within the administrative boundaries of Bassetlaw 
District Council, Newark and Sherwood District Council, Gedling Borough Council and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council. 



The Order authorises the compulsory acquisition of land and rights to enable the refurbishment 
of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to High Marnham (A403), High Marnham to 
Stoke Bardolph (A41E), Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (A41F) (together, the "WRRE 
Project") and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (A408) (the "SCRE Project"), spanning approximately 
106 kilometres in total (together the “Project”). 



The WRRE Project overhead line route extends approximately 79 kilometres and comprises 
three sections: (i) West Burton to High Marnham (A403), approximately 14 kilometres, running 
between towers ZDA210D and ZDA247; (ii) High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph (A41E), 
approximately 40 kilometres, running between towers ZDA247 and ZDF57 and ZD1 to ZD061, 
crossing the A1 road, railway lines near Radcliffe on Trent, Keyworth, Ruddington, Weston and 
Thurgaton Station, a viaduct at Radcliffe on Trent, the River Soar and Hoveringham Lake; and 
(iii) Stoke Bardolph to Ratcliffe-on-Soar (A41F), approximately 25 kilometres, running between 
towers ZD61 and ZD137, crossing the A453, A60, A52 and the River Soar.



The SCRE Project route, between Cottam and Staythorpe substations, is approximately 27 
kilometres long, running between towers ZDA228B and ZDA248B through rural 
Nottinghamshire, crossing the A1 road, the River Soar, farmland and minor roads. 



For the overhead line routes referenced above, the Project comprises the reconductoring of the 
existing overhead electric lines which includes the replacement of fittings, earth wire, steelwork 
and tower furniture.  



At the West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar substations, new underground cables and high-
voltage equipment will be replaced to be consistent with the updated overhead line capacity. 
Equipment uprating works will also be carried out at Cottam, Staythorpe and Stoke Bardolph 
substations. 



The land subject to the Order predominantly comprises, or is immediately adjacent to, land on 
which existing electricity transmission infrastructure is already situated, and is predominantly 
agricultural land. 



The land and rights subject to the Order include the compulsory acquisition of a small area of 
freehold land, together with new rights over the remainder of the land subject to the Order. The 
land and rights sought are necessary in connection with the overhead line and cabling works 
set out above and are labelled “Overhead Line Rights”, “Cabling Rights”, “Access Rights”, 
“Construction Compound Rights” and “Oversail Rights”, as defined in the Order. 



________________________ 



James Leeming, Project Director 



On behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc



22 June 2026 
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By email only 
 
      
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
RE: Statement(s) of Evidence - The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton 
to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (the “Order”) 
 
We refer to our previous correspondence in respect of the above Order. 
 
Pursuant to Rule 15(6) of The Compulsory Purchase (Inquiries Procedure) Rules 2007 (as amended) 
(the “Rules”), please find enclosed the National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (the “Acquiring 
Authority”) Statements of Evidence, Summaries of Statements of Evidence and Appendices 
(together, the “SoE”). 
 
By way of service upon you, the following documents are enclosed: 
 


- Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations – NGET/CTA/1 
- Project Evidence – Leanne Evans 


o Statement of Evidence – NGET/LE/1 
o Appendices – NGET/LE/2  
o Summary of Statement of Evidence – NGET/LE/3 


- Town Planning – Paul Jarvis: 
o Statement of Evidence – NGET/PJ/1 
o Summary of Statement of Evidence – NGET/PJ/2  


- Engineering – William Kirby: 
o Statement of Evidence – NGET/WL/1 
o Summary of Statement of Evidence – NGET/WL/2 


- Land and Negotiations – Daniel Harper 
o Statement of Evidence – NGET/DH/1 
o Appendices – NGET/DH/2 
o Summary of Statement of Evidence – NGET/DH/3 


 


Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 
Exchange House 
Primrose Street 
London EC2A 2EG 
T  +44 (0)20 7374 8000 
F  +44 (0)20 7374 0888 
DX28 London Chancery Lane 
E  Ian.Mack@hsfkramer.com; 
Alexis.Coleman@hsfkramer.com; 
Zoe.MacDonald@hsfkramer.com 
www.hsfkramer.com 
           
 
Our ref 
31068983/FTW2.FTW2.13 
      


      
Date 
27 July 2026 
 
      


Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP and its affiliated and subsidiary businesses and firms, Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer (US) LLP and its affiliate, and Herbert 
Smith Freehills Kramer, an Australian Partnership, are separate member firms of the international legal practice known as Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer. 
 
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC310989. Herbert Smith Freehills 
Kramer LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority of England and Wales (SRA number: 419682). A list of the members and their 
professional qualifications is open to inspection at the registered office, Exchange House, Primrose Street, London EC2A 2EG. We use the word partner of Herbert 
Smith Freehills Kramer LLP to refer to a member of Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP, or an employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifications. 
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Date 
27 July 2026 
Letter to 
The Objectors 
 


You will also find enclosed the updated Core Documents list (comprising newly added documents 
B18 to B28) and the Public Inquiry Notice for your reference. 
 
The additional Core Documents along with the SoE will shortly be available for public inspection at 
the following locations at all reasonable hours:  
 


- Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ;   
- Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE;   
- Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate, Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW.   


 
The additional Core Documents will also shortly be made available at the below link. 
 
The Order map and the Statement of Reasons, Statement of Case and the SoE referred to herein 
can also be viewed online: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3 
 
If you require hard copies of the Acquiring Authority’s evidence, please let us know. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 


 
 
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 
 
Enc. 
Statement(s) of Evidence 
Summaries of Statement of Evidence(s) 
Appendices 
Updated list of Core Documents 
Public Inquiry Notice  
 
 



https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3





From: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar
Bcc: "ajheadlandandson@btconnect.com"; "giles.johnston@ddmagriculture.co.uk";

"michaelarlington10@gmail.com"; "josh@pollock-associates.co.uk"; "Jonathan Morgan-Smith";
"alison.dablin@pinsentmasons.com"; "matthew.grocock@gunnercooke.com"; "chloe.tellett@edf-
power.com"; "John Hetherton"; "Kutahya.Cherry@footanstey.com";
"Exolumpipelinesystem@fishergerman.co.uk"; "pipelinerow@exolum.com"; "bsykes@vwv.co.uk";
"kirsten.cunningham@holcim.co.uk"; "y1den@hotmail.co.uk"; "harrison.riddle@landreeve.co.uk"; "Paul
Beaumont"; "Alistair Collins"; "darlay@tiscali.co.uk"; "avenue.farm@outlook.com";
"phillipdunthorne@btinternet.com"; "Rohini.Vekaria@dentons.com"; "paulspinkltd@gmail.com";
"CompanySecretariat@res-group.com"; "douglas.haycock@burges-salmon.com";
"nick.mcdonald@pinsentmasons.com"; "kl@jemg.co.uk"; "jeremy.dawson@ceresproperty.co.uk";
"Martyn.Jarvis@townlegal.com"; "taylor.power@pinsentmasons.com"; "Matthew.carpenter@tribus.energy";
"Stuart.tweedy@tribus.energy"; "ta.ewings@ashfords.co.uk"; "s.humphreys@ashfords.co.uk";
"samuel.hewson@gmail.com"; "andrew@pollock-associates.co.uk"; "letty@pollock-associates.co.uk"

Subject: RE: Statement(s) of Evidence - The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-
Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026

Date: 28 July 2026 09:40:00
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
List of Core Documents (updates to Schedule 1 of NGET"s Statement of Case CD C08).pdf

Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Further to our email of yesterday, we have added one further Core Document, C09. This is
reflected in the attached updated List of Core Documents, and will be on the NGET CPO
website shortly.
 
Kind regards,
Ardent Land Team
 

​​​​​

Tel: 0203 092 3162
Email: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
Web:  www.ardent-management.com

Ardent colleagues support working flexibly, so please don't feel obliged to  ​respond
​outside of your usual working hours.

 

This message, its content and any attachment is private and confidential.  If you have received this message in error, please
notify us immediately and permanently delete this message from your system.  Ardent Management Limited may monitor
incoming and outgoing email for compliance and security purposes. Ardent Management Limited is a limited company
registered in England and Wales under company number 02698524.  Registered office 147A High Street, Waltham Cross,
Hertfordshire, EN8 7AP

 
From: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar 
Sent: 27 July 2026 17:59
Subject: Statement(s) of Evidence - The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton
to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026

 
Dear Sir/Madam,
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CORE DOCUMENTS LIST 


First published as Schedule 1 to NGET’s Statement of Case (Core Document C08), and which has 
been updated on 28 July 2026, ahead of the public inquiry, to include Core Documents at B18 – B28 
and C09.  


 
A LEGISLATION 


 
01 Land Compensation Act 1961 


 
02 Compulsory Purchase Act 1965 


 
03 Acquisition of Land Act 1981 


 
04 Electricity Act 1989 


 
05 New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 


 
06 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 


 
07 Human Rights Act 1998 


 
08 The Compulsory Purchase (Inquiries Procedure) Rules 2007 


 
09 Overhead Line (Exemption) (England and Wales) Regulations 2009 


 
10 Equality Act 2010 


 
11 Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 


 
12 Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 


 
13 Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 


 
14 Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017 


 
B GUIDANCE AND POLICY  


 
01 Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (NPS EN-1) 


 
02 National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (NPS EN-5) 


 
03 'Powering Up Britain' Energy Security Plan (March 2023) 


 
04 'Powering Up Britain' The Net Zero Growth Plan (March 2023) 
05 ‘Mission Zero’- Independent Review of Net Zero (2023) 


 
06 British Energy Security Strategy (April 2022) 


 
07 The Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener (2021) 


 
08 The Energy White Paper (December 2020) 
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09 Department of Energy & Climate Change's Guidance Note on Overhead Power Lines under 


section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (July 2014) 
 


10 The National Planning Policy Framework (published 12 December 2024) 
 


11 NGET Environmental Operations Policy (March 2024) 
 


12 NGET Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy (December 2016) 
 


13 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government Guidance on the Compulsory 
Purchase Process (October 2024)  


14 NESO 'Beyond 2030' report (March 2024) 
 


15 Clean Power 2030 Action Plan report 
 


16 NESO's 'Clean Power 2030: Advice on achieving clean power for Great Britain by 2030' 
(November 2024) 
 


17 UK's Modern Industrial Strategy (June 2025) 
 


18 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government’s Guidance on the Compulsory 
Purchase Process (June 2026) 
 


19 Consultation Draft NPPF (December 2025) 
 


20 Bassetlaw Local Plan 2020 – 2038 (adopted May 2024) 
 


21 Bassetlaw Landscape Character Assessment (2009) 
 


22 Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (adopted April 2023) 
 


23 Newark and Sherwood Amended Core Strategy (adopted 2019) 
 


24 Broxtowe Borough, Gedling Borough and Nottingham City, Aligned Core Strategy (September 
2024) 
 


25 Gedling Borough Council’s Local Planning Document (adopted July 2018) 
 


26 The Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 1 – Core Strategy (adopted December 2014) 
 


27 The Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 2 – Land and Planning Policies (adopted October 2019) 
 


28 Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Waste Local Plan (adopted September 2025) 
 


C  COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER AND RELATED DOCUMENTS 
 


01 The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 
 


02 Map referred to in NGET (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) 
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 
 


03 Statement of Reasons (February 2026) 
 


04 Protected Assets Certificate dated 2 March 2026 
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05 General Certificate dated 2 March 2026 


 
06 Open Space Exemption Certificate Application Letter (with Enclosures) (5 March 2026) 


 
07 GEMA Consent Application (15 May 2026) 


 
08 Statement of Case (May 2026) 


 
09 Updated Schedule of Negotiations (July 2026) 
D OBJECTIONS 


 
01 Objections and NGET Formal Response Letters 


 
E MISCELLANEOUS  


 
01 National Grid Electricity plc Transmission Licence (April 2021) 


 
02 National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc Special Conditions (June 2025) 


 
03 National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc Standard Conditions (June 2025) 


 
04 Network Options Assessment (NOA) (January 2022) 


 
05 Network Options Assessment Refresh (July 2022) 


 
06 Holistic Network Design: Pathway to 2030 dated July 2022 


 
07 Future Energy Scenarios (July 2023) 


 
08 The Electricity Ten Year Statement 2023 


 
09 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government "Compulsory Purchase and 


Compensation: Guide 1 - Procedure” 
 


10 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government "Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation: Guide 2 - Compensation to Business Owners and Occupiers” 
 


11 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government "Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation: Guide 3 - Compensation to Agricultural Owners and Occupiers” 
 


12 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government "Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation: Guide 4 - Compensation for Residential Owners and Occupiers” 
 


13 NGET Land Rights Strategy (Version 1) 
 





		THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC

		CORE DOCUMENTS LIST

		28 July 2026







 
Please find enclosed documents on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission,
regarding the West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar CPO.
 
Kind Regards,
Ardent Land Team
 

​​​​​

Tel: 0203 092 3162

Email: WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com

Web:  www.ardent-management.com

Ardent colleagues support working flexibly, so please don't feel obliged to  ​respond
​outside of your usual working hours.

 

This message, its content and any attachment is private and confidential.  If you have received this message in error, please
notify us immediately and permanently delete this message from your system.  Ardent Management Limited may monitor
incoming and outgoing email for compliance and security purposes. Ardent Management Limited is a limited company
registered in England and Wales under company number 02698524.   Registered office 147A High Street, Waltham Cross,
Hertfordshire, EN8 7AP

 

https://www.ardent-management.com/
mailto:WestBurton-RatcliffeOnSoar@ardent-management.com
https://www.ardent-management.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ardent-land-assembly-and-compulsory-purchase/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/@ardentmanagement362/featured
https://www.ardent-management.com/
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By email only 
 
      
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
RE: Statement(s) of Evidence - The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton 
to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (the “Order”) 
 
We refer to our previous correspondence in respect of the above Order. 
 
Pursuant to Rule 15(6) of The Compulsory Purchase (Inquiries Procedure) Rules 2007 (as amended) 
(the “Rules”), please find enclosed the National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (the “Acquiring 
Authority”) Statements of Evidence, Summaries of Statements of Evidence and Appendices 
(together, the “SoE”). 
 
By way of service upon you, the following documents are enclosed: 
 

- Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations – NGET/CTA/1 
- Project Evidence – Leanne Evans 

o Statement of Evidence – NGET/LE/1 
o Appendices – NGET/LE/2  
o Summary of Statement of Evidence – NGET/LE/3 

- Town Planning – Paul Jarvis: 
o Statement of Evidence – NGET/PJ/1 
o Summary of Statement of Evidence – NGET/PJ/2  

- Engineering – William Kirby: 
o Statement of Evidence – NGET/WL/1 
o Summary of Statement of Evidence – NGET/WL/2 

- Land and Negotiations – Daniel Harper 
o Statement of Evidence – NGET/DH/1 
o Appendices – NGET/DH/2 
o Summary of Statement of Evidence – NGET/DH/3 

 

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 
Exchange House 
Primrose Street 
London EC2A 2EG 
T  +44 (0)20 7374 8000 
F  +44 (0)20 7374 0888 
DX28 London Chancery Lane 
E  Ian.Mack@hsfkramer.com; 
Alexis.Coleman@hsfkramer.com; 
Zoe.MacDonald@hsfkramer.com 
www.hsfkramer.com 
           
 
Our ref 
31068983/FTW2.FTW2.13 
      

      
Date 
27 July 2026 
 
      

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP and its affiliated and subsidiary businesses and firms, Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer (US) LLP and its affiliate, and Herbert 
Smith Freehills Kramer, an Australian Partnership, are separate member firms of the international legal practice known as Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer. 
 
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC310989. Herbert Smith Freehills 
Kramer LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority of England and Wales (SRA number: 419682). A list of the members and their 
professional qualifications is open to inspection at the registered office, Exchange House, Primrose Street, London EC2A 2EG. We use the word partner of Herbert 
Smith Freehills Kramer LLP to refer to a member of Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP, or an employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifications. 
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Date 
27 July 2026 
Letter to 
The Objectors 
 

You will also find enclosed the updated Core Documents list (comprising newly added documents 
B18 to B28) and the Public Inquiry Notice for your reference. 
 
The additional Core Documents along with the SoE will shortly be available for public inspection at 
the following locations at all reasonable hours:  
 

- Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ;   
- Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE;   
- Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate, Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW.   

 
The additional Core Documents will also shortly be made available at the below link. 
 
The Order map and the Statement of Reasons, Statement of Case and the SoE referred to herein 
can also be viewed online: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3 
 
If you require hard copies of the Acquiring Authority’s evidence, please let us know. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP 
 
Enc. 
Statement(s) of Evidence 
Summaries of Statement of Evidence(s) 
Appendices 
Updated list of Core Documents 
Public Inquiry Notice  
 
 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3
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THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (WEST BURTON TO 

RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR REFURBISHMENT PROJECT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE 

ORDER 2026 

 
Compulsory purchase of land and new rights in land between West Burton and 

Ratcliffe-on-Soar to enable various works to refurbish and uprate the existing 

electricity transmission between these locations. 

The Electricity Act 1989 
and the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 

 
 

 

1. National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (Company Registration number 02366977) has made 
the National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (West Burton to Ratcliffe-on-Soar Refurbishment 
Project) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (in this Notice referred to as the "Order") on 12 
February 2026 under section 10 and paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 to the Electricity Act 1989 and 
the Acquisition of Land Act 1981. 

2. The Order has been submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for 
confirmation and, if confirmed, would authorise National Grid Electricity Transmission plc to 
purchase compulsorily the land and new rights described in the Schedule below for the purpose 
of enabling the refurbishment of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to High 
Marnham, High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph, Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph and Cottam 
to Staythorpe 1 and associated works to maintain and uprate the existing electricity transmission 
system. 

3. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero has 
appointed an Inspector to hold a public local inquiry to hear objections to the above-named 
Compulsory Purchase Order. The Inquiry will be held on Tuesday 18 August 2026, Wednesday 
19 August, Thursday 20 August, Tuesday 25 August, Wednesday 26 August and Thursday 27 
August commencing at 10:00am on the first day. The venue is the Q Hotels Belton Woods, 
Belton, Grantham, NG32 2LN. 

4. A copy of the Order and the maps referred to therein have been deposited and may be seen 
at all reasonable hours at the following locations: 

 

- Radcliffe on Trent Library: New Road, Nottingham NG12 2AJ 

- Retford Library: 17 Churchgate, Retford DN22 6PE 
- Newark Library: Beaumond Gardens, Balderton Gate, Newark-on-Trent NG24 1UW 

 
A copy of the Order and accompanying maps and documents are available for inspection 
online at: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-
3524114006-3 
 
Copies are available on reasonable request made in writing to "National Grid Community 
Relations Team, Freepost National Grid Projects (JBP)", by email to 
box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com or by telephoning 0800 073 1047 
(Monday to Friday from 9am to 5:30pm).

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/west-burton-to-ratcliffe-on-soar#4257225834-3524114006-3
mailto:box.contactwestburtontoratcliffeonsoar@nationalgrid.com


SCHEDULE 

DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND AND NEW RIGHTS 

The land subject to the Order is situated within the administrative boundaries of Bassetlaw 
District Council, Newark and Sherwood District Council, Gedling Borough Council and Rushcliffe 
Borough Council. 

The Order authorises the compulsory acquisition of land and rights to enable the refurbishment 
of the existing 400kV single circuits: West Burton to High Marnham (A403), High Marnham to 
Stoke Bardolph (A41E), Ratcliffe-on-Soar to Stoke Bardolph (A41F) (together, the "WRRE 
Project") and Cottam to Staythorpe 1 (A408) (the "SCRE Project"), spanning approximately 
106 kilometres in total (together the “Project”). 

The WRRE Project overhead line route extends approximately 79 kilometres and comprises 
three sections: (i) West Burton to High Marnham (A403), approximately 14 kilometres, running 
between towers ZDA210D and ZDA247; (ii) High Marnham to Stoke Bardolph (A41E), 
approximately 40 kilometres, running between towers ZDA247 and ZDF57 and ZD1 to ZD061, 
crossing the A1 road, railway lines near Radcliffe on Trent, Keyworth, Ruddington, Weston and 
Thurgaton Station, a viaduct at Radcliffe on Trent, the River Soar and Hoveringham Lake; and 
(iii) Stoke Bardolph to Ratcliffe-on-Soar (A41F), approximately 25 kilometres, running between 
towers ZD61 and ZD137, crossing the A453, A60, A52 and the River Soar.

The SCRE Project route, between Cottam and Staythorpe substations, is approximately 27 
kilometres long, running between towers ZDA228B and ZDA248B through rural 
Nottinghamshire, crossing the A1 road, the River Soar, farmland and minor roads. 

For the overhead line routes referenced above, the Project comprises the reconductoring of the 
existing overhead electric lines which includes the replacement of fittings, earth wire, steelwork 
and tower furniture.  

At the West Burton and Ratcliffe-on-Soar substations, new underground cables and high-
voltage equipment will be replaced to be consistent with the updated overhead line capacity. 
Equipment uprating works will also be carried out at Cottam, Staythorpe and Stoke Bardolph 
substations. 

The land subject to the Order predominantly comprises, or is immediately adjacent to, land on 
which existing electricity transmission infrastructure is already situated, and is predominantly 
agricultural land. 

The land and rights subject to the Order include the compulsory acquisition of a small area of 
freehold land, together with new rights over the remainder of the land subject to the Order. The 
land and rights sought are necessary in connection with the overhead line and cabling works 
set out above and are labelled “Overhead Line Rights”, “Cabling Rights”, “Access Rights”, 
“Construction Compound Rights” and “Oversail Rights”, as defined in the Order. 

________________________ 

James Leeming, Project Director 

On behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc

22 June 2026 
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