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5 August 2026

Thomas Darwin and Lauren Catherine Hawker

Dear Thomas Darwin and Lauren Catherine Hawker,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 27 May 2026. We 
have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you 
need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We responded to your objection via email on 16 June to explain the reason for your being included in the 
Compulsory Purchase. As we explained in the email, Plot 119/9 relates to approximately 286 square 
metres of residential property and garden known as 1Lionfield Cottages, Main Road, Boreham, 
Chelmsford, CM3 3HQ and overhead cables. The reason you have been provided with a notice of the 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement) Compulsory 
Purchase Order 2026 is because you have been flagged as somebody who benefits from a right over this 
land.

conveyance dated 9 September 1982 registered under the Land Registry title number 

This means that your property, being , is not impacted by the Order. However, you 
have been notified because it appears you have the benefit of a right over land which is impacted (plot 
119/9). National Grid has a duty to notify those who own the land as well as those who have the benefit of 
rights or restrictions in those plots listed in the Order.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 



If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



 

John McKenna,         Antony Drain, 

Head of Electricity Planning,       

Energy Infrastructure Delivery,       

3-8 Whitehall Place,        

London, 

SW1A 2EG       

         29th May, 2026 

 

Dear Mr McKenna, 

Your ref The National Grid Electricity Transmission PLC (Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line 
Reinforcement) Compulsory Purchase Order 2025 

I am writing in relation to the above matter which I have been made aware may affect my property. 

I am the owner of the above named property and have full authority to bring legal actions in relation 
to my title. Due to the short time scale given for consultation, I have not had the opportunity to take 
full legal advice and will do so now and will advise of any instructions given in relation to this. I 
understand that you are responsible for my reasonable legal costs in taking this advice. 

I wish however to make a number of objections to your scheme in so far as it may affect my property. 
I am hopeful that you can accommodate my points without the need for legal recourse. These are 
made under the following headings: 

 

1. Procedural flaws. 

I understand that as part of this process you are required to give notice and consult reasonably with 
anyone affected. I have received no Notice and learned of your project from a neighbour. I would ask 
you to restart the process by giving appropriate notice and  engaging in consultation. I would be 
happy to meet someone from your Department at my Property so we could look at the placement of 
the Pylons which are not on my land and explain my points below in detail so that my requests under 
this objection can be fully considered and hopefully agreed to. 

2. Unnecessary land acquisition. 

There are no Pylons on my land and the overhead cables run nearby and not over. With a small 
adjustment to what you are proposing, the cables could be taken even further away from my land. 
The map shows that the path of the Pylons runs in a North Westerly direction away from my so this 
could easily be accommodated. This would save a compulsory purchase of my land and an extensive 
legal argument. National grid employees have never needed access to my land to work on the 
existing Pylons so I do not understand why this has changed. Neither has this been explained to me. 

OBJ 2- Antony Drain



 

If National Grid only want my land as a workshop / parking area, I am sure there are other 
alternatives with the Landowners who actually have Pylons on their land. Please can you explain your 
position in relation to this point. 

3. Disproportionate impact. 

Given the point made in 2., your Department enforcing a Compulsory Purchase would have a 
disproportionate impact on my property and my business which is a working farm. It would be 
damaging both to my economic interest in the property and my ongoing business. I am also entitled 
to the quiet enjoyment of my property and am concerned about the enviromental and health issues 
that Pylons and overhead cables bring. 

4. Scheme deliverability. 

It is noted that a number of public infrastructure projects have failed, been curtailed and been 
involved in numerous unnecessary Compulsory Purchases. HS2 is a good example of this. Such 
projects have often been subject to political decisions which curtail or alter their deliverability. In 
addition nowhere in your documentation do you outline the budgets and achievability of this 
proposed project or the commitment by Government to them. For these reasons there must be 
serious doubts as to the deliverability of this project. This ground supports the inequity of a clearly 
unnecessary Compulsory Purchase of my land. 

5. No compelling case that this would be in the public interest 

For the reasons and grounds given above, this is clearly not in the public interest. It would be an 
unnecessary Compulsory Purchase which has provided no evidence that this is a sustainable project. 
Importantly as noted, it has not taken account fully of enviromental or health concerns. 

6. Failure to consider alternatives. 

There is a concerted local campaign to remove electricity Pylons. This is based on a body of scientific 
evidence that they cause enviromental and health issues. In the circumstances, a much preferable 
option would be to place the cable network underground as it is in Cities. The project as set out has 
made no examination of such alternatives. It is also ignoring completely the concerted local 
campaign. 

7. No consideration of Enviromental or Health issues. 

The proposed scheme has given no consideration to enviromental or health considerations caused by 
the proposed works. This must be addressed before the scheme is allowed to proceed. Please send 
me details / copiesof any work that you have commissioned in relation to this aspect. 

 

I would be grateful if you would acknowledge this letter by return. 

I would also be grateful if you would arrange a meeting on site to consider the points that I have 
made in relation to this being unnecessary. This may remove the need for me to bring a legal action 
in defense of my rights which is my preference. 



 

In case it is necessary for me to bring a legal action after taking further advice, please treat this letter 
as a letter before action. 

Thank you for your attention in this matter. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Antony Drain 
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5 August 2026

Antony Peter Drain

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

Dear Antony Peter Drain,

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported 
by Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included 
Land Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, 
telephone discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose 
has been to explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary 
rights by agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance 
on compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or 
may disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of 
itself, demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of 
ongoing discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further 
information, please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach 
agreement without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

Our records, together with the most up-to-date HM Land Registry data, indicate that while there is no 
pylon infrastructure located on your land, the overhead line cables do cross the western corner of your 
title (  Please refer to the enclosed plan for further details.

NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and is therefore seeking the 
acquisition of rights over the Order Land, rather than acquiring freehold interests. This approach 
ensures that the transmission asset remains fit for purpose throughout its operational life while 
minimising interference with landowners' interests. By reusing the existing towers and transmission line 
alignment, the Project avoids the need for additional land take, limits access requirements to defined 



construction periods and reduces the frequency of future maintenance and other potentially intrusive 
works.

As outlined in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered a range of alternative options before 
identifying the preferred solution. A "do nothing" scenario was not considered a realistic alternative 
given both the needs of the region and the wider national policy objectives that the Project seeks to 
support.

Reconductoring was therefore identified as the preferred option, as it delivers the required network 
benefits in an effective and proportionate manner while avoiding the greater land take and impacts that 
may arise from alternative schemes requiring development consent.

NGET acknowledges that some of the rights sought under the Order may, in certain circumstances, 
affect how particular plots are used or managed. Where any potential incompatibility arises, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage such conflicts appropriately. This may include 
providing advance notice of works, implementing suitable safety procedures, and maintaining 
communication with affected landowners to minimise disruption.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons, the need for the Project arises from the combined effect of 
several key drivers, principally network reinforcement requirements and the connection of new 
customers to the electricity transmission system. NGET has identified an immediate need to facilitate a 
6,377MW increase in transmission capacity across the East Anglia region. Importantly, the full benefits 
of the Bramford to Twinstead Network Reinforcement (BTNO) project cannot be realised without 
delivery of this Project, which also influences the Project programme and necessitates completion of 
construction by the end of 2028.

BTNO will provide an additional 3,650MW of capacity, while this Project will enable a further 1,426MW. 
Together, these upgrades will significantly increase transmission capacity across the region, improving 
network resilience and facilitating the continued connection of renewable energy generation. 
Furthermore, the Project benefits from strong national policy support, particularly in relation to the 
modernisation of the energy network and the achievement of the UK's net-zero carbon objectives.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted 
to meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,  

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team  



OBJ 3- Country Land
and Business
Association
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Country Land and Business Association
16 Belgrave Square
London
SW1X 8PQ

Dear Sirs,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



It is National Grid's belief that the Project will use methods of working that will minimise any impact on 
owners and occupiers of the relevant plots affected. NGET has sought and continues to seek to acquire 
the rights in land which are required to deliver the Project through private negotiation, and this is running 
in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be claimed by persons whose interests in land have 
been acquired or whose possession of land has been disturbed proportionate to any losses that they incur 
as a result of the acquisition. Each right described in the Order is required either for the purposes of the 
Project or is incidental to the Project. Section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits public authorities 
from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected by the Convention. A compulsory 

considers that there is a compelling case in the public interest that the rights referred to in the Order be 
acquired in order to achieve the purposes described in the Statement of Reasons.  If the Order is 
confirmed, it is considered that the compulsory acquisition of rights referred to in the Order will not conflict
with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European Convention as any interference with the 
rights will be in accordance with the law, justified and proportionate.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 4- David Knox
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5 August 2026

David Samuel Knox 
 

Dear David Samuel Knox,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 15 June 2026
and subsequent meeting on 30 July. We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and 
your agent, to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage 
is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the 
proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection 
to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to:

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London. SW1A 2AW



If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



12th June 2026

the Railways Directorate of The 
Department of Transport under Section 16 and Schedule 3 Part 11 of the Acquisition of Land Act 1981.

OBJ 5- Network Rail



 

 

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, Waterloo General Office, London, SE1 8SW Registered in 
England and Wales No. 2904587 www.networkrail.co.uk 
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7 August 2026 

 
 

Stephen Sprei 
Network Rail 
Floor 4.S 1 Puddle Dock 
Queen Victoria Street 
London  
EC4V 3DS 

 
 

Dear Mr Sprei, 

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com 
Freephone: 0800 5677 200 

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre 
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc – Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement – 
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection 

 
We are writing regarding your objection on behalf of Network Rail to the above Compulsory Purchase 
Order dated 12th June 2026. We have noted your objection and the restrictions on your operational land 
and would like to work with you to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our primary 
objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on 
the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be 
agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn 
 
National Grid are liaising with Richard Brown, your Interface Scheme Project Manager regarding a Basic 
Asset Protection Agreement (BAPA) which we hope will be agreed shortly, and we are liaising over email 
regarding other points raised by you. 
 
It is our hope that the BAPA addresses your concerns in your objection. If you are satisfied with these 
assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk  or by writing to: 
  
 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 
  
If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have. 
  
Yours sincerely,  
  
Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team  
 

 



OBJ 6- Louise Suzanne
Humphreys
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5 August 2026

Louise Suzanne Humphreys

Dear Louise Suzanne Humphreys,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 16th June 2026
and subsequent meeting on 29th July. We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and 
your agent, to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage 
is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the 
proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection 
to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

With regards to your query about the Special Category Land Plans, I note your comment about the 
document being incomplete, this is not the case, while I acknowledge that not all sheet numbers are 
there, but the document only shows sheets where there is Special Category land

We have taken away several points for further discussion with the wider team and will come back to you 
in due course, as agreed during the meeting and it is our hope that the above addresses the points you 
have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw 
your objection by emailing John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to



Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely, 

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team 



OBJ 7- The Faulkbourne
Estate

OBJ 8- The Swan Trust

OBJ 9- The Jonathan
Parker Will Trust
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5 August 2026 

The Faulkbourne Estate

Dear The Faulkbourne Estate,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 15 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  
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The Swan Trust

Dear The Swan Trust,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 15 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

The Jonathan Parker Will Trust

Dear The Jonathan Parker Will Trust,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 15 June 2026. We 
have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you 
need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors 
to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project 
programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to those 
areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within the 
Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure the 
safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills began 
engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land Information 
Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and 
voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to explain the Project, 
understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by agreement wherever 
possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has acted 
in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, please 
reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 10- Richard Robert
Browning





1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Richard Robert Browning

Dear Richard Robert Browning,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 16 June 2026
and subsequent meeting on 16 July. We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, 
and your agent, to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at 
this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of 
Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and 
the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you

We have taken away several points for further discussion with the wider team and will come back to 
you in due course, as agreed during the meeting. We believe the above address the points you have 
raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw 
your objection by emailing John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to: 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London. SW1A 2AW

Yours sincerely, 

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team 



Chelmsford Office

Whirledge & Nott Limited trading as Whirledge & Nott (CN: 07891217)

Rayleigh office:  The Black Barn, Lubards Farm, Hullbridge Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 9QG    T: 01268 783377
Chelmsford office: The Estate Office, White Hall, Margaret Roding, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1QL   T:  01245 231123

www.whirledgeandnott.co.uk  @WNottSurveyors whirledge-&-nott-limited

Regulated by RICS

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London. SW1A 2EG

FAO: John McKenna, 
By Email: John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk

Our Ref:  CP6384c
Date: 12th June 2026

Dear Sir

THE NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION PLC (PELHAM TO RAYLEIGH OVERHEAD LINE 
REINFORCEMENT) COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026

I write regarding the above Order on behalf of Hanson Quarry Products Europe Ltd and its associated
property interests. The company owns and occupies land at Bulls Lodge, Chelmsford, Essex, which is 
affected by this application. The affected land parcels, subject to verification, are understood to include:

115/1 115/2
116/1 116/3
117/1 117/18
118/1 118/4

My client Objects to the Compulsory Purchase Order.

To date, National Grid and its agent, Savills, have failed to engage meaningfully and have put forward only 
inadequate proposals. Although engagement began in 2024, it is only recently that my colleagues, 
together with other agents, have secured a meeting with National Grid and Savills on Tuesday 16 June to 
discuss the project, including the nature and scope of the works, access requirements, and programme.
While it is hoped that this meeting will lead to progress, there is insufficient time for proper engagement 
before the objection deadline.

My client objects to the Compulsory Purchase Order on the following grounds:

1. Lack of meaningful engagement No substantive attempt has been made to conclude a private 
treaty agreement. Without meaningful engagement, my client cannot assess the impact of the
proposals on its property.

OBJ 11- Hanson Quarry
Products Europe Limited
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2. Existing apparatus and rights
governed by existing agreements that do not require renewal or variation.

3. Delay in providing information National Grid supplied the correct documentation only within 
the past week, despite initial requests made in spring 2024.

4. Unclear impact on the land The application does not clearly identify the nature or extent of the 
restrictions that may be imposed on the land.

5. Excessive access proposals Certain proposed access routes appear disproportionate to the 
rights sought.

Without meaningful engagement, my client cannot
or the implications for existing land use, occupational interests, future mineral extraction, and potential 
development.

For the reasons set out above, my client must maintain its objection at this stage.

My client reserves the right to expand upon or amend this objection as further information becomes 
available.

Yours faithfully

Paul Walker BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Director

Chelmsford Office



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

Hanson Quarry Products Europe Limited
Arena Court
Crown Lane
Maidenhead
SL6 8QZ

Dear Hanson Quarry Products Europe Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 12 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We note your comments regarding the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss these matters further.

National Grid has ensured that relevant project documentation has been made available to affected 
partiesas part of its ongoing engagement strategy. Following notification that you had appointed an agent 
to acton your behalf, all relevant documentation was provided to them once confirmation of their 
instruction hadbeen received.

National Grid does not agree that it has failed either to understand the impact of the Project on affected 
landowners or to provide sufficient information regarding its effects. Throughout the development of the
Project, National Grid has undertaken detailed land referencing, site assessments, engineering design
work, and engagement with affected landowners to identify the rights required and understand the 
potential impacts on individual landholdings. This process has been informed by Land Information 



Questionnaires, meetings, correspondence, site-specific information, and ongoing refinement of the 
Project design.

The rights sought under the Order have been carefully identified and are limited to those considered 
necessary for the construction, operation, maintenance, and protection of the Project. The Order seeks
the acquisition of new rights only, rather than freehold acquisition, and the extent of the Order Land has 
been reviewed and refined throughout the Project's development to ensure that it remains proportionate 
and justified.

Whilst certain construction details may continue to be refined during the detailed design phase, sufficient
information has been provided to explain the nature of the Project, the rights required, and the activities 
anticipated to take place. The compulsory purchase process does not require every aspect of the 
construction methodology to be finalised before an Order is made.

National Grid remains committed to working collaboratively with affected landowners to understand 
site-specific concerns, minimise impacts where reasonably practicable, and agree appropriate access 
arrangements and mitigation measures wherever possible.

In relation to access considerations, OTW has assessed the suitability of the access routes identified by 
National Grid and Savills and has reviewed alternative options where requested. However, the 
assessmentof land rights, access requirements and landowner impacts has been led by National Grid 
Lands and Savills, with OTW providing support where appropriate.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 12- Michael Goodbody and
Susannah Goodbody
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1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

Michael Goodbody and Susannah Goodbody

Dear Michael Goodbody and Susannah Goodbody,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to
discuss this further with you.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full 
Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the 
Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both 
BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving 
network resilience and enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets. In addition to the 
above, there is strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the 
national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.



National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

It is our hope that the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these 
assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely, 

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team 



OBJ 13- John Strutt
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1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

John Strutt

Dear John Strutt,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments regarding the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss these matters further.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) is adopting a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition. Rather than seeking to acquire freehold interests in the Order Land, NGET is seeking only 
those rights that are necessary to construct, operate, inspect, maintain, repair and renew the existing 
transmission infrastructure. The Project ensures that the asset remains fit for purpose throughout its 
operational life whilst minimising interference with private land interests.

The Project comprises the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line through
reconductoring and does not involve the construction of a new transmission route. By reusing the existing 
towers and alignment, the Project avoids the substantial additional land take, environmental effects and 
impacts on third-party interests that would arise from constructing new infrastructure. Access requirements 
are limited to defined construction periods, and the upgraded asset will require less intrusive intervention 
over its operational life.

As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered a range of alternatives. A "do nothing" option 
was not considered a realistic alternative given the identified need for the Project and the wider national 
energy objectives it supports. Reconductoring was identified as the preferred solution as it delivers the 
required network benefits in an effective and proportionate manner whilst minimising impacts on 
landowners and occupiers. OTW's involvement has been limited to the assessment of access routes 
identified by National Grid and Savills together with the review of alternatives where requested by the 
National Grid Lands Team and Savills.



Matters relating to the extent of rights sought, the compulsory acquisition case and the land rights strategy
are therefore more appropriately addressed by National Grid and Savills, with OTW providing technical 
support where required.

National Grid acknowledges the Objector's concerns regarding the potential impact of the proposed rights 
on future development proposals, estate connectivity, strategic access routes and utility corridors. 
However, the Order relates to an existing transmission asset and seeks only the acquisition of rights 
necessary to secure its continued operation and maintenance. The Order Land has been subject to 
ongoing review throughout the design process to ensure that only the minimum land and rights reasonably 
required for the Project have been included.

National Grid does not consider that the rights sought will give rise to unnecessary prejudice to the future 
management or development of the Estate. Existing electricity transmission infrastructure is a 
longstanding constraint that must be taken into account when considering future development proposals. 
Landowners, developers and planning authorities should therefore ensure that future schemes are 
designed to accommodate and protect the safe operation and maintenance of the existing network.

National Grid remains willing to consider reasonable amendments to access arrangements where 
operationally feasible and would welcome the opportunity to review any specific development proposals 
that the Objector considers may be affected by the proposed rights. Continued engagement may assist in 
identifying opportunities to minimise impacts whilst ensuring the Project can be delivered safely and 
efficiently.

National Grid also acknowledges the Objector's concerns regarding severance, injurious affection, 
disturbance and potential financial loss. The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or 
prejudice any statutory entitlement to compensation. Any compensation payable will be assessed in 
accordance with the Compensation Code and the relevant statutory provisions, having regard to the 
individual circumstances and evidence supporting each claim.

Claims for the value of rights acquired, severance, injurious affection, disturbance, crop loss and other 
proven losses will be considered on their individual merits and assessed at the appropriate valuation date. 
Reasonable professional fees incurred in connection with the acquisition of rights may also be recoverable 
in accordance with National Grid's published policies and the applicable compensation framework.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to secure the necessary rights by agreement
wherever possible. However, NGET remains satisfied that there is a compelling case in the public interest 
for the acquisition of the rights sought and that the extent of those rights is both necessary and 
proportionate to facilitate the delivery of the Project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 14- J Donald & Son
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5 August 2026 

J Donald & Son

Dear J Donald & Son,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments regarding the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss these matters further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 15- Michael Watson & Ian
Watson
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London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

Michael Watson and Ian Watson
 

Dear Michael Watson and Ian Watson,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026, 
and subsquent meeting on 16 July. We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and 
your agent, to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage 
is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the 
proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to 
the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 16- Amanda French, Peter
French and Richard French
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5 August 2026 

Amanda French, Peter French and Richard French

Dear Amanda French, Peter French and Richard French,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. We 
have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you need 
to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the 
scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in 
the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") has identified an immediate need to enable a 
6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) 
reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised without the Project, this therefore also governs 
the programme for this Project with delivery of the full Project and construction to be completed by the end 
of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades 
have been completed following delivery of both BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the 
region will significantly increase, improving network resilience and enabling continued connection of 
renewable generation assets.   In addition to the above, there is strong policy support for the Project with 
particular focus on the transformation of the national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon 
targets.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. We would be happy to discuss this in more detail on site.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

National Grid considers that meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. 
National Grid, supported by Savills, commenced land referencing in July 2025 and began engaging with 
affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land Information Questionnaires, 
invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and voluntary rights 
offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to explain the Project, understand 
individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by agreement wherever possible.



National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

National Grid does not agree that it has failed to undertake an adequate land referencing exercise or that 
it has failed to identify interests likely to be affected by the Order.

We undertook a comprehensive land referencing exercise to identify all persons with an interest in the 
Order Land. This included Land Registry investigations, desktop research, Land Information 
Questionnaires ("LIQs"), follow-up enquiries and ongoing engagement with landowners and occupiers. 
Land referencing commenced on 21 July 2025, with engagement commencing in September 2025 and 
continuing throughout the development of the Project.

As part of this process, 869 Land Information Questionnaires were issued, followed by 548 chaser 
questionnaires where responses had not been received. A total of 363 completed questionnaires were 
returned and processed, resulting in further engagement with affected parties, including meetings, 
correspondence and the issue of voluntary rights offers. This process enabled National Grid to identify 
interests in land and seek to acquire the necessary rights by agreement wherever possible.

National Grid does not accept that the absence of notices under section 5A of the Acquisition of Land Act 
1981 demonstrates that the land referencing exercise was inadequate. Section 5A provides one 
mechanism by which information may be obtained but does not require an acquiring authority to utilise 
that power in every case. The relevant test is whether National Grid has undertaken diligent inquiry to 
identify persons with interests in the Order Land. National Grid is satisfied that it has done so.

National Grid acknowledges that land referencing is an iterative process and that additional information 
may come to light as engagement continues. Where further information regarding ownership, occupation 
or interests has been identified during the course of the Project, this has been investigated and, where 
appropriate, the relevant records updated and affected parties engaged accordingly.

National Grid therefore considers that it has undertaken a proportionate and robust land referencing 
exercise and has complied with the relevant statutory requirements and Government Guidance. It remains 
committed to continuing engagement with affected parties and will consider any further information 
provided regarding land interests as the Project progresses.

NGET requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all 
necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with that infrastructure. NGET has produced a 
straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced approach. In agreeing in principle to a voluntary 
agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an easement; they are simply indicating a willingness 
to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and agree minor variations to that deed where 
necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land affected. For example, where there are 



existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the standard deed terms (but which are not 
an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within reason to accommodate such matters. 
NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via their legal representatives or direct with 
National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached where appropriate.

National Grid does not agree that it has failed to provide evidence of the negotiations and engagement 
undertaken in relation to the Project. The Engagement Log appended to the Statement of Reasons forms 
part of the evidence demonstrating the programme of engagement undertaken with affected parties and 
should be read alongside the wider engagement undertaken throughout the Project, including Land 
Information Questionnaires, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and voluntary rights 
negotiations. National Grid is satisfied that it has complied with the expectations set out in the
Government's Guidance in seeking to acquire the necessary rights by agreement before relying upon 
compulsory purchase powers.

The Engagement Log is intended to provide a summary of engagement undertaken and should not be 
viewed in isolation. National Grid maintains detailed project records of engagement and negotiations and 
remains satisfied that reasonable efforts have been made to engage with affected parties and seek to 
secure the necessary rights by voluntary agreement.

National Grid will address any factual matters relating to the engagement history with the Objector within 
the response to the individual objection where appropriate.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

It is National Grid's belief that the Project will use methods of working that will minimise any impact on 
owners and occupiers of the relevant plots affected. NGET has sought and continues to seek to acquire 
the rights in land which are required to deliver the Project through private negotiation, and this is running 
in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be claimed by persons whose interests in land have 
been acquired or whose possession of land has been disturbed proportionate to any losses that they incur 
as a result of the acquisition. Each right described in the Order is required either for the purposes of the 
Project or is incidental to the Project. Section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits public authorities 
from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected by the Convention. A compulsory 

considers that there is a compelling case in the public interest that the rights referred to in the Order be 
acquired in order to achieve the purposes described in the Statement of Reasons.  If the Order is 
confirmed, it is considered that the compulsory acquisition of rights referred to in the Order will not conflict 
with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European Convention as any interference with the 
rights will be in accordance with the law, justified and proportionate.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team
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Limited





































1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Scott Residential Limited
Suite 5 Oyster House
Severalls Lane
Colchester
CO4 9PD

Dear Scott Residential Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. We 
have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you need 
to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the 
scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in 
the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") has identified an immediate need to enable a 
6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) 
reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised without the Project, this therefore also governs 
the programme for this Project with delivery of the full Project and construction to be completed by the end 
of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades 
have been completed following delivery of both BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the 
region will significantly increase, improving network resilience and enabling continued connection of 
renewable generation assets.   In addition to the above, there is strong policy support for the Project with 
particular focus on the transformation of the national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon 
targets.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. We would be happy to discuss this further on site.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

National Grid considers that meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. 
National Grid, supported by Savills, commenced land referencing in July 2025 and began engaging with 
affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land Information Questionnaires, 
invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and voluntary rights 
offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to explain the Project, understand 
individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by agreement wherever possible.



National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself,
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

National Grid does not agree that it has failed to undertake an adequate land referencing exercise or that 
it has failed to identify interests likely to be affected by the Order.

We undertook a comprehensive land referencing exercise to identify all persons with an interest in the 
Order Land. This included Land Registry investigations, desktop research, Land Information 
Questionnaires ("LIQs"), follow-up enquiries and ongoing engagement with landowners and occupiers. 
Land referencing commenced on 21 July 2025, with engagement commencing in September 2025 and 
continuing throughout the development of the Project.

As part of this process, 869 Land Information Questionnaires were issued, followed by 548 chaser 
questionnaires where responses had not been received. A total of 363 completed questionnaires were 
returned and processed, resulting in further engagement with affected parties, including meetings, 
correspondence and the issue of voluntary rights offers. This process enabled National Grid to identify 
interests in land and seek to acquire the necessary rights by agreement wherever possible.

National Grid does not accept that the absence of notices under section 5A of the Acquisition of Land Act 
1981 demonstrates that the land referencing exercise was inadequate. Section 5A provides one 
mechanism by which information may be obtained but does not require an acquiring authority to utilise 
that power in every case. The relevant test is whether National Grid has undertaken diligent inquiry to 
identify persons with interests in the Order Land. National Grid is satisfied that it has done so.

National Grid acknowledges that land referencing is an iterative process and that additional information 
may come to light as engagement continues. Where further information regarding ownership, occupation 
or interests has been identified during the course of the Project, this has been investigated and, where 
appropriate, the relevant records updated and affected parties engaged accordingly.

National Grid therefore considers that it has undertaken a proportionate and robust land referencing 
exercise and has complied with the relevant statutory requirements and Government Guidance. It remains 
committed to continuing engagement with affected parties and will consider any further information 
provided regarding land interests as the Project progresses.

NGET requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all 
necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with that infrastructure. NGET has produced a 
straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced approach. In agreeing in principle to a voluntary 
agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an easement; they are simply indicating a willingness 
to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and agree minor variations to that deed where 
necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land affected. For example, where there are 



existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the standard deed terms (but which are not 
an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within reason to accommodate such matters. 
NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via their legal representatives or direct with 
National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached where appropriate.

National Grid does not agree that it has failed to provide evidence of the negotiations and engagement 
undertaken in relation to the Project. The Engagement Log appended to the Statement of Reasons forms 
part of the evidence demonstrating the programme of engagement undertaken with affected parties and 
should be read alongside the wider engagement undertaken throughout the Project, including Land 
Information Questionnaires, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and voluntary rights 
negotiations. National Grid is satisfied that it has complied with the expectations set out in the
Government's Guidance in seeking to acquire the necessary rights by agreement before relying upon 
compulsory purchase powers.

The Engagement Log is intended to provide a summary of engagement undertaken and should not be 
viewed in isolation. National Grid maintains detailed project records of engagement and negotiations and 
remains satisfied that reasonable efforts have been made to engage with affected parties and seek to 
secure the necessary rights by voluntary agreement.

National Grid will address any factual matters relating to the engagement history with the Objector within 
the response to the individual objection where appropriate.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

It is National Grid's belief that the Project will use methods of working that will minimise any impact on 
owners and occupiers of the relevant plots affected. NGET has sought and continues to seek to acquire 
the rights in land which are required to deliver the Project through private negotiation, and this is running 
in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be claimed by persons whose interests in land have 
been acquired or whose possession of land has been disturbed proportionate to any losses that they incur 
as a result of the acquisition. Each right described in the Order is required either for the purposes of the 
Project or is incidental to the Project. Section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits public authorities 
from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected by the Convention. A compulsory 

considers that there is a compelling case in the public interest that the rights referred to in the Order be 
acquired in order to achieve the purposes described in the Statement of Reasons.  If the Order is 
confirmed, it is considered that the compulsory acquisition of rights referred to in the Order will not conflict 
with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European Convention as any interference with the 
rights will be in accordance with the law, justified and proportionate.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 18- M Scott Properties





































1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

M Scott Properties
Suite 5 Oyster House
Severalls Lane
Colchester
CO4 9PD

Dear M Scott Properties,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") has identified an immediate need to enable a 
6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) 
reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised without the Project, this therefore also governs 
the programme for this Project with delivery of the full Project and construction to be completed by the end 
of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades 
have been completed following delivery of both BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the 
region will significantly increase, improving network resilience and enabling continued connection of 
renewable generation assets.   In addition to the above, there is strong policy support for the Project with 
particular focus on the transformation of the national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon 
targets.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. We would be happy to discuss this further with you on site.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

National Grid considers that meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. 
National Grid, supported by Savills, commenced land referencing in July 2025 and began engaging with 
affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land Information Questionnaires, 
invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and voluntary rights 
offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to explain the Project, understand 
individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by agreement wherever possible.



National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

National Grid does not agree that it has failed to undertake an adequate land referencing exercise or that 
it has failed to identify interests likely to be affected by the Order.

A comprehensive land referencing exercise was undertaken to identify all persons with an interest in the 
Order Land. This included Land Registry investigations, desktop research, Land Information 
Questionnaires ("LIQs"), follow-up enquiries and ongoing engagement with landowners and occupiers. 
Land referencing commenced on 21 July 2025, with engagement commencing in September 2025 and 
continuing throughout the development of the Project.

As part of this process, 869 Land Information Questionnaires were issued, followed by 548 chaser 
questionnaires where responses had not been received. A total of 363 completed questionnaires were 
returned and processed, resulting in further engagement with affected parties, including meetings, 
correspondence and the issue of voluntary rights offers. This process enabled National Grid to identify 
interests in land and seek to acquire the necessary rights by agreement wherever possible.

National Grid does not accept that the absence of notices under section 5A of the Acquisition of Land Act 
1981 demonstrates that the land referencing exercise was inadequate. Section 5A provides one 
mechanism by which information may be obtained but does not require an acquiring authority to utilise 
that power in every case. The relevant test is whether National Grid has undertaken diligent inquiry to 
identify persons with interests in the Order Land. National Grid is satisfied that it has done so.

We acknowledges that land referencing is an iterative process and that additional information may come 
to light as engagement continues. Where further information regarding ownership, occupation or interests 
has been identified during the course of the Project, this has been investigated and, where appropriate, 
the relevant records updated and affected parties engaged accordingly.

National Grid therefore considers that it has undertaken a proportionate and robust land referencing 
exercise and has complied with the relevant statutory requirements and Government Guidance. It remains 
committed to continuing engagement with affected parties and will consider any further information 
provided regarding land interests as the Project progresses.

NGET requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all 
necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with that infrastructure. NGET has produced a 
straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced approach. In agreeing in principle to a voluntary 
agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an easement; they are simply indicating a willingness 
to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and agree minor variations to that deed where 
necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land affected. For example, where there are 
existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the standard deed terms (but which are not 
an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within reason to accommodate such matters. 



NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via their legal representatives or direct with 
National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached where appropriate.

National Grid does not agree that it has failed to provide evidence of the negotiations and engagement 
undertaken in relation to the Project. The Engagement Log appended to the Statement of Reasons forms 
part of the evidence demonstrating the programme of engagement undertaken with affected parties and 
should be read alongside the wider engagement undertaken throughout the Project, including Land 
Information Questionnaires, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and voluntary rights 
negotiations. National Grid is satisfied that it has complied with the expectations set out in the
Government's Guidance in seeking to acquire the necessary rights by agreement before relying upon 
compulsory purchase powers.

The Engagement Log is intended to provide a summary of engagement undertaken and should not be 
viewed in isolation. National Grid maintains detailed project records of engagement and negotiations and 
remains satisfied that reasonable efforts have been made to engage with affected parties and seek to 
secure the necessary rights by voluntary agreement.

National Grid will address any factual matters relating to the engagement history with the Objector within 
the response to the individual objection where appropriate.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

It is National Grid's belief that the Project will use methods of working that will minimise any impact on 
owners and occupiers of the relevant plots affected. NGET has sought and continues to seek to acquire 
the rights in land which are required to deliver the Project through private negotiation, and this is running 
in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be claimed by persons whose interests in land have 
been acquired or whose possession of land has been disturbed proportionate to any losses that they incur 
as a result of the acquisition. Each right described in the Order is required either for the purposes of the 
Project or is incidental to the Project. Section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits public authorities 
from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected by the Convention. A compulsory 

considers that there is a compelling case in the public interest that the rights referred to in the Order be 
acquired in order to achieve the purposes described in the Statement of Reasons.  If the Order is 
confirmed, it is considered that the compulsory acquisition of rights referred to in the Order will not conflict 
with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European Convention as any interference with the 
rights will be in accordance with the law, justified and proportionate.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 19- David Laurence Bolton
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London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

David Laurence Bolton

Dear David Laurence Bolton,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

It is our hope that the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these 
assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to



Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely, 

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 20- Berwick Hall Farm
Limited
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London WC2N 5EH 
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5 August 2026 

Berwick Hall Farm Limited
Hole Farm
Stambourne Road
Finchingfield
Braintree
CM7 4PG

Dear Berwick Hall Farm Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 21- Lord Rayleigh's Farm
Limited









1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

The Farm Office
Terling Place
Terling
Chelmsford
CM3 2QW

Dear ,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

The proposed access routes have been developed following consideration of a range of engineering, 
environmental, landowner and construction requirements. Where alternative access options have been 
identified, these have been assessed as part of the route development and selection process. The 
proposed access routes have been selected to minimise land take whilst providing safe and practical 
access to the existing infrastructure. National Grid recognises that there may be opportunities to refine 
access arrangements further and remains willing to consider reasonable alternatives, including routes 
following existing estate roads, field margins or other established access routes, where these are 
operationally suitable.

Notwithstanding this, the final extent of access routes and associated rights may be reviewed on a case-
by-case basis where voluntary agreements are reached with affected landowners.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the 
acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate 
land interference. By re-using the existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, keeps 
access requirements to short, defined construction windows, and reduces future maintenance frequence 
and intrusive works. As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple alternative 
options to the Project. 



A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is both 
effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be associated with 
alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols. 

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not 
involve the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The Order seeks only 
those rights considered necessary to facilitate the construction, operation, inspection, maintenance, repair 
and renewal of the existing transmission infrastructure. As such the Landowner, planner or developer 
should consider the exisiting asset in their design to mitigate future losses or the National Grid's ability to 
maintain the asset.  

In the event the Objector deems an impact or loss of future development, they may submit an evidence
based claim to National Grid. Claims are to be assessed on a proven loss basis in line with the 
compensation code and will be assessed at an appropriate valuation date. (National Grid will not consider 
a development Clause).

National Grid acknowledges the Objector's concerns regarding the potential impact of the proposed rights 
on future estate connectivity, including access routes, strategic road alignments and utility corridors.

National Grid does not consider that the rights sought under the Order will unnecessarily prejudice the 
future management or operation of the Estate. The Order seeks only those rights considered necessary 
for the construction, operation and maintenance of the existing electricity transmission infrastructure. The 
extent of the Order Land has been carefully reviewed and refined throughout the development of the 
Project to ensure that only the minimum land and rights reasonably required have been included.

Should the Objector have proposals for future estate development, access improvements or infrastructure 
that may interact with the rights sought, National Grid would welcome the opportunity to review these 
through continued engagement. This will assist in understanding any site-specific constraints and, where 
reasonably practicable, identifying opportunities to minimise impacts whilst ensuring the Project can be 
delivered safely and efficiently.

National Grid acknowledges the Objector's concerns about the potential effects of the Project on the use, 
enjoyment and value of their land, including severance, injurious affection, disturbance and other financial 
loss and remains committed to continuing discussions with the Objector to agree appropriate access 
arrangements and minimise impacts on the future management and operation of the Estate wherever 
reasonably practicable.

The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to 
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed under the 
Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on the individual circumstances and 
evidence available.

The Compensation Code provides a mechanism for affected parties to claim qualifying losses arising 
directly from the compulsory acquisition or exercise of rights. This may include, where appropriate, the 
value of rights acquired, severance, injurious affection, disturbance, crop loss and other proven losses. 
Each claim will be considered on its own merits.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to acquire rights by voluntary agreement wherever 
possible. National Grid's Land Rights Strategy provides a consistent and transparent approach to land 
rights, supporting fair treatment of affected landowners and positive long-term relationships.



Claims for injurious affection, crop loss, damage, disturbance and other appropriate heads of claim will be 
assessed on a proven-loss basis in accordance with current legislation. Reasonable professional fees 
incurred in negotiating land rights may also be recoverable in line with National Grid's published policies.

Although National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any claim, it is satisfied that the 
statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for fair compensation. The possibility 
of compensation claims does not undermine the compelling public interest case for acquiring the rights 
required for the Project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 22- Bloor Homes











1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

Bloor Homes
C/O J S Bloor Limited
Ashby Road
Measham
Swadlincote
DE12 7JP

Dear Bloor Homes,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026.
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 



If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJECTION TO THE NGET (PELHAM TO RAYLEIGH OVERHEAD LINE REINFORCEMENT) 
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026 (THE CPO).

1. We are instructed on behalf of Mr and Mrs Sharp (The Objectors) who are the freehold owners of 
land known as registered under HMLR title number 

(The Objector’s Property).

2. The Objector’s Property benefits from rights of access over plot 131/1 referred to in the NGET 
(Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead line reinforcement) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 (The CPO). 
These rights of access are described in a transfer dated 20th December 2004 which is registered 
against the freehold title of plot 131/1 (HMLR title number 

3. The CPO proposes the compulsory creation of new rights over plot 131/1, as follows:-

construction and operational access rights over approximately 756 square metres of private track, 
verge, hedgerow and public rights of way (FP/5/232), east of Molrams Lane, Sandon, Chelmsford

4. The Objector’s Property is currently subject to development plans; planning permission has been 
granted to create a number of new barns (Chelmsford City Council planning permission reference 
numbers 2401529/FUL; 2401530/FUL; 2400497/FUL; 2400499 FUL; 2400500/FUL and 
2401528/FUL) The principal agricultural access to the Objector’s Property is via the private track 
within plot 131/1.  This access  (and the exercise of rights of way over the private track) will also 
be of key importance during the both the development phase of and the subsequent use of the 
Objector’s Property and any interference with this access will be harmful to The Objector’s title 
interests. 

5. MHLG Guidance on the compulsory purchase process (updated 31 January 2025) provides that:-

12.3 A compulsory purchase order should only be made where there is a compelling case in the 
public interest and reasonable efforts have been made by the acquiring authority to negotiate the 
purchase of land by agreement.
12.4 An acquiring authority should be sure that the purposes for which the compulsory purchase 
order is made justify interfering with the human rights of those with an interest in the land 
affected…..
13.4 The confirming authority will need to be satisfied that the interests of those affected by the 
exercise of the compulsory purchase powers have been considered. The confirming authority will 
also have regard to any mitigation offered by the acquiring authority when considering the impact 
of the exercise of the compulsory purchase powers included in the compulsory purchase order on 
affected parties….

6. Construction/operational access to the pylon swathe could apparently be achieved over plot 131/9 
(just off the A12) without the need to bring traffic in and out over plot 131/1 at all. Contrary to 
Guidance, National Grid have not justified why the compulsory creation of new rights of access 
over plot 131/1 - which will result in significant and harmful interference with the Objector’s title 
rights - is necessary or justified. 

7. Article 1 of the First Protocol of the European Convention on Human Rights states that no one 
shall be deprived of his possessions except in the public interest… The proposals represent a 
significant interference with the human rights of The Objectors in that the Scheme proposals will 
interfere with the rights of access appurtenant to the Objector’s Property.
 

8. There can be no conclusion that there is a compelling case in the public interest to confirm powers 
of compulsory acquisition over plot 131/1 which would have the draconioan legal effect of 
interfering with The Objector’s private title interests without justification.

OBJ 23- Gary Sharp and Julie
Sharp
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9. No detail as to the proposed volume of construction/ operational traffic has been provided, nor as 
to the duration of the project nor any mitigation proposed by NGET to reduce impacts on The 
Objector’s Property.  The Objectors have real concerns that the confirmation and implementation 
of these powers of compulsory acquisition will severely disrupt the proposed development of the 
Objector’s Property and its subsequent agricultural use and enjoyment; no approach to the 
Objectors has been made prior to making of the draft CPO to discuss the proposals nor 
demonstrate why rights of access over plot 131/1 are the only/best option. Contrary to Guidance, 
there has been no meaningful engagement with The Objectors on this issue.

10. The Objectors accordingly OBJECT to the CPO and reserve the right to refer to additional matters 
going forward.

Holmes & Hills LLP
17 June 2026



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026 

Gary Sharp and Julie Sharp
C/O Holmes & Hills LLP
A12 Commercial Hub
86 London Road
Marks Tey
Colchester
CO6 1ED

Dear Gary Sharp and Julie Sharp,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line
Reinforcement Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026.
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

It is National Grid's belief that the Project will use methods of working that will minimise any impact on 
owners and occupiers of the relevant plots affected. National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") 
has sought and continues to seek to acquire the rights in land which are required to deliver the Project 
through private negotiation, and this is running in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be 
claimed by persons whose interests in land have been acquired or whose possession of land has been 
disturbed proportionate to any losses that they incur as a result of the acquisition. Each right described in 
the Order is required either for the purposes of the Project or is incidental to the Project. Section 6 of the 
Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits public authorities from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights 
protected by the Convention. A compulsory purchase order should only be made where there is a 

interest that the rights referred to in the Order be acquired in order to achieve the purposes described in 
the Statement of Reasons.  If the Order is confirmed, it is considered that the compulsory acquisition of 
rights referred to in the Order will not conflict with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European 
Convention as any interference with the rights will be in accordance with the law, justified and 
proportionate.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 



If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



justified where there is a clear and evidenced public interest in the use of the powers themselves, not 

OBJ 24- Hugh Edwards and
Maureen Edwards







1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Hugh Edwards and Maureen Edwards

Dear Hugh Edwards and Maureen Edwards,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid Electricity Transmission 
plc ("NGET"), safety requirements, including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and 
the safe execution of construction activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you

The proposed access routes have been developed following consideration of a range of engineering, 
environmental, landowner and construction factors. Where alternative access options have been 
identified, these have been reviewed as part of the assessment process.

The access rights sought are limited to those reasonably required to facilitate the safe and efficient 
construction, operation and maintenance of the project. The proposed routes are considered appropriate 
and necessary to support the delivery of the authorised works and represent a proportionate approach to 
meeting the project's requirements.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.



National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team
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1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

J Blewett and Sons

Dear J Blewett and Sons,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.



Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

National Grid acknowledges your concerns about the potential effects of the Project on the use, 
enjoyment and value of their land, including severance, injurious affection, disturbance and other financial 
loss. The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to 
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed under the 
Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on the individual circumstances and 
evidence available.

The Compensation Code provides a mechanism for affected parties to claim qualifying losses arising 
directly from the compulsory acquisition or exercise of rights. This may include, where appropriate, the 
value of rights acquired, severance, injurious affection, disturbance, crop loss and other proven losses. 
Each claim will be considered on its own merits.

Claims for injurious affection, crop loss, damage, disturbance and other appropriate heads of claim will be 
assessed on a proven-loss basis in accordance with current legislation. Reasonable professional fees 
incurred in negotiating land rights may also be recoverable in line with National Grid's published policies.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to acquire rights by voluntary agreement wherever 
possible. National Grid's Land Rights Strategy provides a consistent and transparent approach to land 
rights, supporting fair treatment of affected landowners and positive long-term relationships.

Although National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any claim, it is satisfied that the 
statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for fair compensation. The possibility 
of compensation claims does not undermine the compelling public interest case for acquiring the rights 
required for the Project.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team
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1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Crossbrook Farms Limited
Hole Farm
Stambourne Road
Finchingfield
CM7 4PG

Dear Sirs,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

National Grid acknowledges the Objector's concerns about the potential effects of the Project on the use, 
enjoyment and value of their land, including severance, injurious affection, disturbance and other financial
loss.

The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to 
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed under the 
Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on the individual circumstances and 
evidence available.

The Compensation Code provides a mechanism for affected parties to claim qualifying losses arising 
directly from the compulsory acquisition or exercise of rights. This may include, where appropriate, the 
value of rights acquired, severance, injurious affection, disturbance, crop loss and other proven losses. 
Each claim will be considered on its own merits.

Claims for injurious affection, crop loss, damage, disturbance and other appropriate heads of claim will be 
assessed on a proven-loss basis in accordance with current legislation. Reasonable professional fees 
incurred in negotiating land rights may also be recoverable in line with National Grid's published policies.



Although National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any claim, it is satisfied that the 
statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for fair compensation. The possibility 
of compensation claims does not undermine the compelling public interest case for acquiring the rights 
required for the Project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to acquire rights by voluntary agreement wherever 
possible. National Grid's Land Rights Strategy provides a consistent and transparent approach to land 
rights, supporting fair treatment of affected landowners and positive long-term relationships.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 27- Andrew Westrop and
Jessica Westrop





































1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Andrew Westrop and Jessica Westrop 

Dear Andrew Westrop and Jessica Westrop,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 



The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to 
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed under the 
Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on the individual circumstances and 
evidence available.

The Compensation Code provides a mechanism for affected parties to claim qualifying losses arising 
directly from the compulsory acquisition or exercise of rights. This may include, where appropriate, the 
value of rights acquired, severance, injurious affection, disturbance, crop loss and other proven losses. 
Each claim will be considered on its own merits.

Claims for injurious affection, crop loss, damage, disturbance and other appropriate heads of claim will be 
assessed on a proven-loss basis in accordance with current legislation. Reasonable professional fees 
incurred in negotiating land rights may also be recoverable in line with National Grid's published policies.

Although National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any claim, it is satisfied that the 
statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for fair compensation. The possibility 
of compensation claims does not undermine the compelling public interest case for acquiring the rights 
required for the Project.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to acquire rights by voluntary agreement wherever 
possible. National Grid's Land Rights Strategy provides a consistent and transparent approach to land 
rights, supporting fair treatment of affected landowners and positive long-term relationships.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to meet 
you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 28- Julian and Jackie Paul
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1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Julian and Jackie Paul

Dear Mr and Mrs Paul

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you

National Grid does not consider that the rights sought under the Order will unnecessarily prejudice the 
future management or operation of the Estate. The Order seeks only those rights considered necessary 
for the construction, operation and maintenance of the existing electricity transmission infrastructure. The 
extent of the Order Land has been carefully reviewed and refined throughout the development of the 
Project to ensure that only the minimum land and rights reasonably required have been included.

National Grid acknowledges your concerns about the potential effects of the Project on the use, 
enjoyment and value of their land, including severance, injurious affection, disturbance and other financial 
loss. The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to 
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed under the 
Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on the individual circumstances and 
evidence available.

The Compensation Code provides a mechanism for affected parties to claim qualifying losses arising 
directly from the compulsory acquisition or exercise of rights. This may include, where appropriate, the 
value of rights acquired, severance, injurious affection, disturbance, crop loss and other proven losses. 
Each claim will be considered on its own merits.

Although National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any claim, it is satisfied that the 
statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for fair compensation. The possibility 
of compensation claims does not undermine the compelling public interest case for acquiring the rights 
required for the Project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 



agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, , however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to meet 
you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



 

 

Mr John McKenna 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London, 
SW1A 2EG 

Date: 18 June 2026  
Our ref: Pelham to Rayleigh  
Tel:   
Email   

  
  
 
 

 

Sent by Recorded Delivery 

Dear Sirs, 

National Grid Electricity Transmission PLC (Pelham to Rayleigh overhead reinforcement) 
Compulsory Purchase Order 202  - Objection 

We act for the freehold owner of the land referred to in your letter dated 13 May 2026 attached.   

The land is affected by the proposed Compulsory Purchase order to which my client objects. 

The basis of my  objections relate to the following; 

 Lack of engagement from the acquiring authority in seeking a viable agreement 

 Impact upon the  future development proposal  site has development aspirations  

 Infringement upon my  ability in relation to enjoyment of their land. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this objection. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Ben Caldwell MRICS 
Director 
For and on behalf of Gateley Hamer Ltd 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OBJ 29- Philip William Henry
Speakman
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5 August 2026

Philip William Henry Speakman

Dear Philip William Henry Speakman,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not 
involve the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The Order seeks only 
those rights considered necessary to facilitate the construction, operation, inspection, maintenance, repair 
and renewal of the existing transmission infrastructure. As such the Landowner, planner or developer 
should consider the existing asset in their design to mitigate future losses or the National Grid's ability to 
maintain the asset.  

In the event the Objector deems an impact or loss of future development, they may submit an evidence 
based claim to National Grid. Claims are to be assessed on a proven loss basis in line with the 
compensation code and will be assessed at an appropriate valuation date. (National Grid will not consider 
a development Clause).

It is National Grid's belief that the Project will use methods of working that will minimise any impact on 
owners and occupiers of the relevant plots affected. National Grid sought and continues to seek to 
acquire the rights in land which are required to deliver the Project through private negotiation, and this is 
running in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be claimed by persons whose interests in 
land have been acquired or whose possession of land has been disturbed proportionate to any losses 
that they incur as a result of the acquisition. Each right described in the Order is required either for the 
purposes of the Project or is incidental to the Project. Section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits 
public authorities from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected by the Convention. A 

National Grid considers that there is a compelling case in the public interest that the rights referred to in 
the Order be acquired in order to achieve the purposes described in the Statement of Reasons.  If the 
Order is confirmed, it is considered that the compulsory acquisition of rights referred to in the Order will 
not conflict with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European Convention as any interference 
with the rights will be in accordance with the law, justified and proportionate.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.



National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 30- Gordon Gray / OBJ 31- Peter Graves and Anne Graves / OBJ
32- John Argent and Gillian Argent / OBJ 33- Elizabeth Caroline Lloyd /
OBJ 34- Robert Caton / OBJ 35- The Official Custodian for Charities on
behalf of the Town Estate (Estate Trustees) / OBJ 36- Hazel Marion
Latham / OBJ 37- Lesley Ann Rush / OBJ 38- Lord Anthony William
Vernon



justified not only by the public benefit of the project, but also by a clear and evidenced need for the 
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5 August 2026

Gordon Gray

Dear Gordon Gray,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained 
within the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to 
ensure the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected 
parties and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before 
reliance on compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further 
engagement or may disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that 
this does not, of itself, demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the 
importance of ongoing discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any 
further information, please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach 
agreement without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the 
acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate 
land interference. By re-using the existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, 
keeps access requirements to short, defined construction windows, and reduces future maintenance 
frequence and intrusive works. As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple 
alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is 
both effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be 
associated with alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols. 

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team
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London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Peter Graves and Anne Graves

Dear Peter Graves and Anne Graves,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



National Grid is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and, rather than seeking to 
acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the acquisition of rights. The Project 
ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate land interference. By re-using the 
existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, keeps access requirements to short, 
defined construction windows, and reduces future maintenance frequence and intrusive works. As set out 
in the Statement of Reasons, National Grid considered multiple alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is both
effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be associated with 
alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, National 
Grid will seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate 
manner. This may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation 
of suitable safety protocols. 

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

John Argent and Gillian Argent

Dear John Argent and Gillian Argent,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



National Grid is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and, rather than seeking to 
acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the acquisition of rights. The Project 
ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate land interference. By re-using the 
existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, keeps access requirements to short, 
defined construction windows, and reduces future maintenance frequence and intrusive works. As set out 
in the Statement of Reasons, National Grid considered multiple alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is both 
effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be associated with 
alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, National 
Grid will seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate 
manner. This may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation 
of suitable safety protocols. 

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team
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5 August 2026

Elizabeth Caroline Lloyd

Dear Elizabeth Caroline Lloyd,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the 
acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate 
land interference. By re-using the existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, keeps 
access requirements to short, defined construction windows, and reduces future maintenance frequence 
and intrusive works. As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple alternative options 
to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is both 
effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be associated with 
alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols. 

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Robert Caton

Dear Robert Caton,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire 
the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the 
asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate land interference. By re-using the existing 
towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, keeps access requirements to short, defined 
construction windows, and reduces future maintenance frequence and intrusive works. As set out in the 
Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is both 
effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be associated with 
alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols. 

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

The Official Custodian For Charities on behalf of The Town 
Estate (Estate Trustees)
Levetts House
Bardfield Road
Thaxted
Dunmow
VM6 2LR

Dear Trustees,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained 
within the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to 
ensure the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking 
the acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with 
proportionate land interference. By re-using the existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new 
land-take, keeps access requirements to short, defined construction windows, and reduces future 
maintenance frequence and intrusive works. As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered 
multiple alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is 
both effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be 
associated with alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET 
will seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. 
This may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of 
suitable safety protocols. 

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted 
to meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Hazel Marion Latham

Dear Hazel Marion Latham,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the 
acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate 
land interference. By re-using the existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, 
keeps access requirements to short, defined construction windows, and reduces future maintenance 
frequence and intrusive works. As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple 
alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is both 
effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be associated with 
alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols. 

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Lesley Ann Rush

Dear Lesley Ann Rush,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you 
need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors 
to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project 
programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to those 
areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within the 
Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure the 
safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible. 

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition



National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the 
acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate 
land interference. By re-using the existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, keeps 
access requirements to short, defined construction windows, and reduces future maintenance frequence 
and intrusive works. As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple alternative options 
to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is both 
effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be associated with 
alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols. 

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Lord Anthony William Vernon

Dear Lord Anthony William Vernon,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained 
within the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to 
ensure the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition



National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory 
acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the 
acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate 
land interference. By re-using the existing towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, 
keeps access requirements to short, defined construction windows, and reduces future maintenance 
frequence and intrusive works. As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple 
alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is 
both effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be 
associated with alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols. 

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team
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Date:  18 June 2026       28-29 Hagley Mews 
          Hall Lane 
Our Ref: TD/CSE2423       Hagley 
          Worcestershire 
Your Ref: BPRE-PIL-838       DY9 9LG 
          www.btsgb.com 
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Via email only: john.mckenna@energysecurity.gov.uk 
 
FAO Mr John McKenna 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery 
Energy Department 
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero 
3-8 Whitehall Place 
London 
SW1A 2EG 
 
 
Dear Mr McKenna 
 
NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION (PELHAM TO RAYLEIGH OVERHEAD LINE 
REINFORCEMENT): COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2026 
OBJECTION ON BEHALF OF LANDOWNERS MARTIN GRANT HOMES LIMITED, MARTIN GRANT 
HOMES LAND LIMITED AND MARTIN GRANT (HOLDINGS) LIMITED IN RESPECT OF THE MARTIN 
GRANT SCHEME (PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AT LAND NORTH OF SOUTHEND 
ROAD, SHOTGATE, WICKFORD) 
 

 
BTS is acting as agent on behalf of the landowners, Martin Grant Homes Limited, Martin Grant Homes 
Land Limited and Martin Grant (Holdings) Limited (Martin Grant), who are affected by the National Grid 

 
 
The landowners have received notice that the Order has been made and that objections should be 
made to the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ) before 19 June 2026. 
 
Our client wishes to lodge an objection to the Order on the grounds that its repercussions have not 
been properly tested in the context of the proposed development at Land North of Southend Road 

 Martin Grant Scheme .  
 

OBJ 39- Martin Grant Homes
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The purpose of this letter is to provide the Secretary of State with preliminary information about the 
Martin Grant Scheme 

  
 
The interfaces need to be resolved to provide all parties with comfort that the Martin Grant Scheme 
can proceed as planned without being adversely impacted by the NGET project. 
 
The Martin Grant Scheme and Planning Context 
 
On 7 August 2023Martin Grant lodged an outline planning application with Basildon Council for:  
 

up to 250 dwellings with associated landscaping, open space, drainage infrastructure and 
associated works (all matters reserved except access from Southend Road) (amendment to 
public right of way (PROW))  (Ref: 23/01018/OUT) 

 
 
The application has secured a resolution to grant planning permission subject to the signing of a 
Section 106 Agreement. Planning permission is likely to be issued imminently. 

 
Basildon Council is currently unable to demonstrate a five-year housing land supply. Consequently, 
there is much need for the 250 dwellings proposed by Martin Grant. 
 
Interfaces Between the Martin Grant Scheme and the NGET Project 
  
We have inserted the Martin Grant Illustrative Masterplan (Enclosure 1). This broadly shows: 
 
The land proposed for compulsory purchase, identified as Parcel 148/57, encroaches upon the site's 
Nature and Ecology Area, which is subject to restricted access. 
 

primary concern is the potential interface between its  ecology and nature areas and 
the NGET proposed works accesses. 
 
If, say, the NGET Project prohibited the construction of 
required to deliver the development, a very significant loss of development and claim for 
compensation would arise should these area have to be positioned elsewhere. 
 
Concluding Remarks 
 
The Martin Grant scheme will provide much needed new housing, open space and other infrastructure 
and its delivery is in the public interest. Our Clients are seeking comfort that their scheme can 
progress as planned without any significant repercussions arising from the NGET Project.   
 
Our Clients wish to work collaboratively with NGET to reach solutions. If agreements can be reached, 
it may be possible to withdraw this objection in due course. 
 

agreement, and that the CPO powers would only come into force in the event that a voluntary 
 



 
TD/CSE2423 P a g e  | 3 18-Jun-26 

 
 

 

 
Martin Grant reserves the right to compensation and understands that this matter will be dealt with 
separately, as necessary, at a later date. 
 
BTS welcomes confirmation of receipt of this letter and continued engagement throughout the CPO 
process. All correspondence should be directed to the three members of our team referenced below. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
             
Catherine Mumby MRTPI   Ben Tibbetts MRICS  Tom Duggan MRICS 
Director    Senior Director  Director 

 
      

 
 
Enclosure 1: Illustrative Masterplan showing the Martin Grant Scheme 
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5 August 2026

Martin Grant Homes
Grant House
Felday Road
Abinger Hammer
Dorking
RH5 6QP

Dear Martin Grant Homes,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026.
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

National Grid acknowledges the importance of protecting environmental interests, including land managed 
under Countryside Stewardship agreements and measures implemented to enhance biodiversity, 
including that included in your Nature and Ecology area.

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not 
involve the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The existing 
transmission towers have been present for many years and landowners have managed their land 
alongside this existing infrastructure throughout that period. The Order does not introduce a new overhead 
line corridor but formalises the rights necessary to enable the continued operation, maintenance, 
inspection, repair, renewal and upgrading of the existing electricity transmission infrastructure.

Owners and occupiers of land crossed by existing overhead electricity infrastructure will be aware that 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc may require periodic access to inspect, maintain, repair or 
replace its assets in order to fulfil its statutory duties. The rights sought through the Order are intended to 
secure the continued ability to undertake those activities where required and, where appropriate, to renew 
or formalise existing rights.

National Grid will seek to minimise disturbance to environmental management and biodiversity wherever 
reasonably practicable. Access arrangements and the timing of works will continue to be discussed with 
affected landowners where appropriate in order to reduce impacts on existing land management practices.

Where land is subject to a Countryside Stewardship or similar environmental agreement, National Grid will 
work with the landowner to understand any relevant obligations. Where necessary, landowners may apply 
to the Rural Payments Agency for a derogation or consent where works are required that may otherwise 
conflict with the terms of an environmental agreement. The existence of such agreements does not
prevent the Project from proceeding, and National Grid will continue to work with affected parties to 
minimise impacts and assist in managing any necessary approvals.

Any losses arising directly from the exercise of compulsory purchase powers will be considered in 
accordance with the Compensation Code, and National Grid will continue to engage constructively with 
affected landowners to minimise impacts wherever reasonably practicable.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 40- Harry Baines and Suzanne
Baines
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5 August 2026

Harry Baines and Suzanne Baines

Dear Harry Baines and Suzanne Baines,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026.
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") has identified an immediate need to enable a 
6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) 
reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised without the Project, this therefore also governs 
the programme for this Project with delivery of the full Project and construction to be completed by the end 
of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades 
have been completed following delivery of both BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the 
region will significantly increase, improving network resilience and enabling continued connection of 
renewable generation assets.   In addition to the above, there is strong policy support for the Project with 
particular focus on the transformation of the national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon 
targets.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. We would be happy to discuss this further on site.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.   

National Grid considers that meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. 
National Grid, supported by Savills, commenced land referencing in July 2025 and began engaging with 
affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land Information Questionnaires, 
invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and voluntary rights 
offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to explain the Project, understand 
individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 



demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

National Grid does not agree that it has failed to undertake an adequate land referencing exercise or that 
it has failed to identify interests likely to be affected by the Order.

National Grid undertook a comprehensive land referencing exercise to identify all persons with an interest 
in the Order Land. This included Land Registry investigations, desktop research, Land Information 
Questionnaires ("LIQs"), follow-up enquiries and ongoing engagement with landowners and occupiers. 
Land referencing commenced on 21 July 2025, with engagement commencing in September 2025 and 
continuing throughout the development of the Project.

As part of this process, 869 Land Information Questionnaires were issued, followed by 548 chaser 
questionnaires where responses had not been received. A total of 363 completed questionnaires were 
returned and processed, resulting in further engagement with affected parties, including meetings, 
correspondence and the issue of voluntary rights offers. This process enabled National Grid to identify 
interests in land and seek to acquire the necessary rights by agreement wherever possible.

National Grid does not accept that the absence of notices under section 5A of the Acquisition of Land Act 
1981 demonstrates that the land referencing exercise was inadequate. Section 5A provides one 
mechanism by which information may be obtained but does not require an acquiring authority to utilise 
that power in every case. The relevant test is whether National Grid has undertaken diligent inquiry to 
identify persons with interests in the Order Land. National Grid is satisfied that it has done so.

National Grid acknowledges that land referencing is an iterative process and that additional information 
may come to light as engagement continues. Where further information regarding ownership, occupation 
or interests has been identified during the course of the Project, this has been investigated and, where 
appropriate, the relevant records updated and affected parties engaged accordingly.

National Grid therefore considers that it has undertaken a proportionate and robust land referencing 
exercise and has complied with the relevant statutory requirements and Government Guidance. It remains 
committed to continuing engagement with affected parties and will consider any further information 
provided regarding land interests as the Project progresses.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

National Grid acknowledges the importance of protecting environmental interests, including land managed 
under Countryside Stewardship agreements and measures implemented to enhance biodiversity.

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not 
involve the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The existing 
transmission towers have been present for many years and landowners have managed their land 
alongside this existing infrastructure throughout that period. The Order does not introduce a new overhead 



line corridor but formalises the rights necessary to enable the continued operation, maintenance, 
inspection, repair, renewal and upgrading of the existing electricity transmission infrastructure.

Owners and occupiers of land crossed by existing overhead electricity infrastructure will be aware that 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc may require periodic access to inspect, maintain, repair or 
replace its assets in order to fulfil its statutory duties. The rights sought through the Order are intended to 
secure the continued ability to undertake those activities where required and, where appropriate, to renew 
or formalise existing rights.

National Grid will seek to minimise disturbance to agricultural operations, environmental management and 
biodiversity wherever reasonably practicable. Access arrangements and the timing of works will continue 
to be discussed with affected landowners where appropriate in order to reduce impacts on existing land 
management practices.

Where land is subject to a Countryside Stewardship or similar environmental agreement, National Grid will 
work with the landowner to understand any relevant obligations. Where necessary, landowners may apply 
to the Rural Payments Agency for a derogation or consent where works are required that may otherwise 
conflict with the terms of an environmental agreement. The existence of such agreements does not 
prevent the Project from proceeding, and National Grid will continue to work with affected parties to 
minimise impacts and assist in managing any necessary approvals.

Any losses arising directly from the exercise of compulsory purchase powers will be considered in 
accordance with the Compensation Code, and National Grid will continue to engage constructively with 
affected landowners to minimise impacts wherever reasonably practicable.

National Grid acknowledges the Objector's concerns regarding potential impacts on land drainage and 
water management.

National Grid does not consider that the rights sought will necessarily result in the impacts described. In 
this location, the proposed rights relate primarily to access, and no permanent change to ground levels or 
permanent breaking of the ground is anticipated.

Access routes have been selected to minimise land take while providing safe and practical access to 
existing transmission infrastructure. Where suitable, alternative routes such as tramlines, field margins or 
established routes will be considered with the landowner, provided they remain safe, practicable and do 
not create greater environmental or operational impacts.

The timing of works and appropriate mitigation will also be considered. Where access during drier periods 
is possible, this may reduce soil and drainage impacts; where wetter conditions apply, temporary trackway 
or ground protection may be used where necessary.

National Grid would welcome drainage plans or details of any affected drainage infrastructure to inform 
access arrangements and protect existing assets. It remains committed to working with the Objector to 
minimise impacts where reasonably practicable. Any losses arising directly from the exercise of 
compulsory purchase powers will be considered under the Compensation Code.

The proposed access routes have been developed following consideration of a range of engineering, 
environmental, landowner and construction requirements. Where alternative access options have been 
identified, these have been assessed as part of the route development and selection process.

The rights sought are limited to those reasonably necessary to facilitate the safe and efficient construction, 
operation and maintenance of the project. The proposed access routes are considered necessary to 
support the delivery of the authorised works and represent a proportionate approach to meeting the 
project's requirements.

Notwithstanding this, the final extent of access routes and associated rights may be reviewed on a case-
by-case basis where voluntary agreements are reached with affected landowners.



National Grid does not agree that it has failed to provide evidence of the negotiations and engagement 
undertaken in relation to the Project. The Engagement Log appended to the Statement of Reasons forms 
part of the evidence demonstrating the programme of engagement undertaken with affected parties and 
should be read alongside the wider engagement undertaken throughout the Project, including Land 
Information Questionnaires, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and voluntary rights 
negotiations. National Grid is satisfied that it has complied with the expectations set out in the 
Government's Guidance in seeking to acquire the necessary rights by agreement before relying upon 
compulsory purchase powers.

The Engagement Log is intended to provide a summary of engagement undertaken and should not be 
viewed in isolation. National Grid maintains detailed project records of engagement and negotiations and 
remains satisfied that reasonable efforts have been made to engage with affected parties and seek to 
secure the necessary rights by voluntary agreement.

National Grid will address any factual matters relating to the engagement history with the Objector within 
the response to the individual objection where appropriate.

NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire 
the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the 
asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate land interference. By re-using the existing 
towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, keeps access requirements to short, defined 
construction windows, and reduces future maintenance frequence and intrusive works. As set out in the 
Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is both 
effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be associated with 
alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols.

It is National Grid's belief that the Project will use methods of working that will minimise any impact on 
owners and occupiers of the relevant plots affected. NGET has sought and continues to seek to acquire 
the rights in land which are required to deliver the Project through private negotiation, and this is running 
in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be claimed by persons whose interests in land have 
been acquired or whose possession of land has been disturbed proportionate to any losses that they incur 
as a result of the acquisition. Each right described in the Order is required either for the purposes of the 
Project or is incidental to the Project. Section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits public authorities 
from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected by the Convention. A compulsory 

considers that there is a compelling case in the public interest that the rights referred to in the Order be 
acquired in order to achieve the purposes described in the Statement of Reasons.  If the Order is 
confirmed, it is considered that the compulsory acquisition of rights referred to in the Order will not conflict 
with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European Convention as any interference with the 
rights will be in accordance with the law, justified and proportionate.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 41- Jeremy Sibson Barnes and
Mary Kemp
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Jeremy Sibson Barnes and Mary Kemp

Dear Jeremy Sibson Barnes and Mary Kemp,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026
and subsequent meeting on 28 July. We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and 
your agent, to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this 
stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of 
Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and 
the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance 
on compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We have taken away several points for further discussion with the wider team and will come back to you 
in due course, as agreed during the meeting. We believe the above addresses the points you have 
raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your 
objection by emailing John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to:



Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 42- John Angus Crowther
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John Angus Crowther

Dear John Angus Crowther,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026 
from your agent Benjie Fairbanks-Weston of Strutt and Parker. We have noted your objection and would 
like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our 
primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity 
on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be 
agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The intention of the CPO for this project is to secure the regularisation of rights across all land parcels and 
where necessary ensure that the rights required to implement the project are in place, hence the need for 
the CPO where deeds of easement already exist.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills began 
engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land Information 
Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone discussions and 
voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to explain the Project, 
understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by agreement wherever 
possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has acted 
in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

It is our hope that the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these
assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to



Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW18 2EG

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Your sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team 



Whirledge & Nott Limited trading as Whirledge & Nott (CN: 07891217)

Rayleigh office:  The Black Barn, Lubards Farm, Hullbridge Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 9QG    T: 01268 783377
Chelmsford office: The Estate Office, White Hall, Margaret Roding, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1QL   T:  01245 231123

www.whirledgeandnott.co.uk  @WNottSurveyors whirledge-&-nott-limited

Regulated by RICS

John McKenna, 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG 

By email to: John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk

18th June 2026 

Dear Sir 

RE: National Grid Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement Objection
Client - Essex Wildlife Trust 

I write to formally object to the proposed Pelham to Rayleigh National Grid scheme on behalf of my client, 
Essex Wildlife Trust, who are affected by land they own and occupy at West Wood, Little Sampford, 
Saffron Walden (EX693827) and land they occupy at Great Henny, Sudbury (EX840280). 

My objection is based not only on the potential impacts of the scheme itself but also on concerns 
regarding the consultation and engagement process undertaken by National Grid and its agents, Savills. 

Firstly, I do not consider that the correct process for voluntary engagement and meaningful negotiation 
with affected landowners and stakeholders has been followed. Meaningful consultation and negotiation 
in advance of a compulsory purchase order requires those affected to be provided with sufficient 
information to understand the proposals, assess the impact on their interests, comment upon them and 
be afforded a genuine opportunity to negotiate private agreements. 

In this case, the information provided has been incomplete and inadequate. In particular, Heads of Terms 

commercial terms have been presented or agreed. 

There has been a failure to properly consult on the proposed route maps. Some maps appear to be missing 
altogether on the National Grid website where the published plans are, whilst others lack the detail 

OBJ 43- Essex Wildlife Trust



 
 

necessary to allow affected parties to fully assess the impact of the proposals on their land and interests. 
Without complete and accurate mapping information, it is impossible for consultees to provide informed 
feedback.  
 
Furthermore, a number of the proposed routes appear arbitrary and insufficiently considered. Land 

significant ecological importance. The works proposed raise serious concerns regarding disturbance to 
irreplaceable habitat, including soil compaction, damage to roots, disruption to established ecosystems 
and wider habitat degradation. Unlike agricultural land, ancient woodland cannot simply be reinstated 
following disturbance and any ecological damage caused may be permanent.  
 

of wildlife and habitats. Insufficient information has been provided to demonstrate why further works 
affecting this environmentally sensitive land are necessary, how impacts will be avoided and whether less 
harmful alternatives have been properly considered.  
 
I am also concerned that, in many instances, the rights and infrastructure now being sought appear 
unnecessary or duplicative, given that the infrastructure has already been installed, and agreements are 
already in place in certain locations. It therefore remains unclear why further rights or additional proposals 
are now being pursued without National Grid first clearly demonstrating the necessity for further 
acquisition and explaining how these proposals interact with the existing infrastructure and agreements 
already secured.  
 
Taken together, these issues indicate a lack of transparency, inadequate engagement with affected 
landowners and a failure to provide sufficient information to allow proper consideration of the proposals. 
This undermines confidence in both the consultation process and the justification for the scheme as 
currently presented.  
 
I therefore request that the current proposals be reviewed, and that National Grid undertakes a proper 
and comprehensive consultation exercise, supported by complete and accurate mapping information 
together with a clear explanation as to the necessity and justification for the rights and works proposed, 
before any further steps are taken to progress the scheme or seek compulsory powers.  
 
I respectfully ask that this objection be taken fully into account during the consideration of the scheme. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Freddie Botfield BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV  
Associate Director 
 

   
Rayleigh Office 
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Essex Wildlife Trust
Abbotts Hall Farm
Maldon Road
Great Wigborough
Colchester
CO5 7RZ

Dear Essex Wildlife Trust,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

National Grid acknowledges the Objector's concerns in reference to the impact on Ancient Woodlands as 
a result of the proposed project.

Ancient Woodland will be treated as a key environmental constraint throughout design development and 
construction planning. Ancient Woodland Inventory data, environmental constraints information and 
relevant survey findings will be incorporated into project constraints mapping to inform access route 
alignment, access planning, working area requirements and construction methodologies. Potential impacts 
will be identified through an iterative design process involving environmental, engineering and construction 
specialists.

The project will apply the environmental mitigation hierarchy, prioritising the avoidance of direct and 
indirect effects on Ancient Woodland in the first instance, followed by impact minimisation and mitigation 
where avoidance is not reasonably practicable. Through multidisciplinary design reviews and 
constructability workshops, opportunities have be explored to avoid Ancient Woodland, reduce working 
areas, minimise vegetation clearance requirements, retain Ancient Woodland habitat and associated trees 
wherever reasonably practicable, and refine access arrangements and construction methodologies to 
reduce potential impacts.

Based on the current understanding of the engineering and access requirements, complete avoidance of 
impacts of the woodland may prove challenging. In recognition of this, the project will seek to minimise 
impacts as far as reasonably practicable through detailed engineering review, environmental assessment 



and consultation with Natural England and other relevant stakeholders. This will include providing robust 
engineering justification for the proposed works, reducing temporary and permanent working areas 
wherever feasible, reviewing opportunities to retain existing trees rather than undertake felling, and 
refining construction methodologies and access arrangements to minimise habitat loss.

Where impacts cannot be avoided, the project will seek the necessary Natural England assent, consent or 
other relevant approvals before works proceed. Any residual effects will be clearly identified and justified, 
with appropriate mitigation and compensation measures developed in consultation with Natural England 
and other relevant stakeholders. This approach recognises the irreplaceable nature of Ancient Woodland 
and seeks to ensure that any residual effects are clearly identified, robustly justified and reduced to the 
lowest practicable level consistent with the delivery of the reconductoring works.

The proposed access routes have been developed following consideration of a range of engineering, 
environmental, landowner and construction requirements. Where alternative access options have been 
identified, these have been assessed as part of the route development and selection process.

The rights sought are limited to those reasonably necessary to facilitate the safe and efficient construction, 
operation and maintenance of the project. The proposed access routes are considered necessary to 
support the delivery of the authorised works and represent a proportionate approach to meeting the 
project's requirements.

Notwithstanding this, the final extent of access routes and associated rights may be reviewed on a case-
by-case basis where voluntary agreements are reached with affected landowners.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances,
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 



If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



Whirledge & Nott Limited trading as Whirledge & Nott (CN: 07891217)

Rayleigh office:  The Black Barn, Lubards Farm, Hullbridge Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 9QG    T: 01268 783377
Chelmsford office: The Estate Office, White Hall, Margaret Roding, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1QL   T:  01245 231123

www.whirledgeandnott.co.uk  @WNottSurveyors whirledge-&-nott-limited

Regulated by RICS

John McKenna, 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG 

By email to: John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk

18th June 2026 

Dear Sir 

RE: National Grid Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement Objection
Client - Mr and Mrs Dear

I write to formally object to the proposed Pelham to Rayleigh National Grid scheme on behalf of my client 
Mr and Mrs Dear who is affected by land they own and occupy at .

In principle my client does not object to the pylons being in situ, nor their maintenance or proposed works 
to replace conductors on the line. My clients main concern is around the requirement for a replacement 
agreement without the clear terms and restrictions being presented by national Grid. 

My objection is based not only on the potential impacts of the scheme itself but also on concerns 
regarding the consultation and engagement process undertaken by National Grid and its agents, Savills.
Firstly, I do not consider that the correct process for voluntary engagement and meaningful negotiation 
with affected landowners and stakeholders has been followed. Meaningful consultation and negotiation 
in advance of a compulsory purchase order requires those affected to be provided with sufficient 
information to understand the proposals, assess the impact on their interests, comment upon them and 
be afforded a genuine opportunity to negotiate private agreements. 

In this case, the information provided has been incomplete and inadequate. In particular, Heads of Terms 

commercial terms have been presented let alone agreed. 

OBJ 44- Mr and Mrs Dear



 
 

Furthermore, a number of the proposed routes appear arbitrary and insufficiently considered. In a 
number of cases,  routes have been aligned with existing tramlines, despite the fact that these are subject 
to change over time depending on farming operations, crop rotation, machinery requirements, and 
evolving agricultural practices. Such features do not provide a logical or reliable basis for long-term 
infrastructure planning, raising serious concerns as to whether sufficient due diligence has been 
undertaken as part of the route selection process. 
 
I am also concerned that, in many instances, the rights and infrastructure now being sought appear 
unnecessary or duplicative, given that the infrastructure has already been installed, and agreements are 
already in place. It therefore remains unclear why further rights or additional proposals are now being 
pursued without National Grid first clearly demonstrating the necessity for further acquisition and 
explaining how these proposals interact with the existing infrastructure and agreements already secured. 
 
Taken together, these issues indicate a lack of transparency, inadequate engagement with affected 
landowners and a failure to provide sufficient information to allow proper consideration of the proposals. 
This undermines confidence in both the consultation process and the justification for the scheme as 
currently presented. 
 
I therefore request that the current proposals be reviewed, and that National Grid undertakes a proper 
and comprehensive consultation exercise, supported by complete and accurate mapping information 
together with  a clear explanation as to the necessity and justification for the rights and works proposed, 
before any further steps are taken to progress the scheme or seek compulsory powers.  
 
I respectfully ask that this objection be taken fully into account during the consideration of the scheme. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Freddie Botfield BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV  
Associate Director 
 

   
Rayleigh Office 
 



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Mr & Mrs Dear

Dear Mr & Mrs Dear,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026 via 
your agent Freddie Botfield at Whirledge and Nott. We have noted your objection and would like to work 
with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our primary 
objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the 
Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed 
and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.  

and it should be noted that
the intention of the CPO for this project is to secure the regularisation of rights across all land parcels and 
where necessary ensure that the rights required to implement the project are in place, hence the need for 
the CPO where deeds of easement already exist. In developing the scheme, National Grid Electricity 
Transmission plc ("NGET") undertook a review of existing easements with the intention of establishing that 
the rights available for the project are consistent across the length of the route and consistent with other 
infrastructure across the network. Given the size of the network, it is essential for NGET to secure 
consistent rights.

The rights sought are limited to those reasonably necessary to facilitate the safe and efficient construction, 
operation and maintenance of the project. The proposed access routes are considered necessary to 
support the delivery of the authorised works and represent a proportionate approach to meeting the 
project's Requirements. Where alternative access options have been identified, these have been assessed 
as part of the route development and selection process.

Notwithstanding this, the final extent of access routes and associated rights may be reviewed on a case-
by-case basis where voluntary agreements are reached with affected landowners.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.



Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW18 2AW

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team 



Whirledge & Nott Limited trading as Whirledge & Nott (CN: 07891217)

Rayleigh office:  The Black Barn, Lubards Farm, Hullbridge Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 9QG    T: 01268 783377
Chelmsford office: The Estate Office, White Hall, Margaret Roding, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1QL   T:  01245 231123

www.whirledgeandnott.co.uk  @WNottSurveyors whirledge-&-nott-limited

Regulated by RICS

John McKenna, 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG 

By email to: John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk

18th June 2026 

Dear Sir 

RE: National Grid Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement Objection
Client - SJR Farming Limited 

I write to formally object to the proposed Pelham to Rayleigh National Grid scheme on behalf of my client 
SJR Farming who is affected by land they own and occupy at Runwell Hall, Essex.

In principle my client does not object to the pylons being in situ, nor their maintenance or proposed works 
to replace conductors on the line. My clients main concern is around the requirement for a replacement 
agreement without the clear terms and restrictions being presented by national Grid. 

My objection is based not only on the potential impacts of the scheme itself but also on concerns 
regarding the consultation and engagement process undertaken by National Grid and its agents, Savills.
Firstly, I do not consider that the correct process for voluntary engagement and meaningful negotiation 
with affected landowners and stakeholders has been followed. Meaningful consultation and negotiation 
in advance of a compulsory purchase order requires those affected to be provided with sufficient 
information to understand the proposals, assess the impact on their interests, comment upon them and 
be afforded a genuine opportunity to negotiate private agreements. 

In this case, the information provided has been incomplete and inadequate. In particular, Heads of Terms 

commercial terms have been presented let alone agreed. 

OBJ 45- SJR Farming Limited



 
 

Furthermore, a number of the proposed routes appear arbitrary and insufficiently considered. In a 
number of cases,  routes have been aligned with existing tramlines, despite the fact that these are subject 
to change over time depending on farming operations, crop rotation, machinery requirements, and 
evolving agricultural practices. Such features do not provide a logical or reliable basis for long-term 
infrastructure planning, raising serious concerns as to whether sufficient due diligence has been 
undertaken as part of the route selection process. 
 
I am also concerned that, in many instances, the rights and infrastructure now being sought appear 
unnecessary or duplicative, given that the infrastructure has already been installed, and agreements are 
already in place. It therefore remains unclear why further rights or additional proposals are now being 
pursued without National Grid first clearly demonstrating the necessity for further acquisition and 
explaining how these proposals interact with the existing infrastructure and agreements already secured. 
 
Taken together, these issues indicate a lack of transparency, inadequate engagement with affected 
landowners and a failure to provide sufficient information to allow proper consideration of the proposals. 
This undermines confidence in both the consultation process and the justification for the scheme as 
currently presented. 
 
I therefore request that the current proposals be reviewed, and that National Grid undertakes a proper 
and comprehensive consultation exercise, supported by complete and accurate mapping information 
together with  a clear explanation as to the necessity and justification for the rights and works proposed, 
before any further steps are taken to progress the scheme or seek compulsory powers.  
 
I respectfully ask that this objection be taken fully into account during the consideration of the scheme. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Freddie Botfield BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV  
Associate Director 
 

   
Rayleigh Office 
 



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

       5 August 2026

SJR Farming Limited
Dollymans Farm
Doublegate Lane
Rawreth
Wickford
SS11 8UD

Dear SJR Farming Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



Whirledge & Nott Limited trading as Whirledge & Nott (CN: 07891217)

Rayleigh office:  The Black Barn, Lubards Farm, Hullbridge Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 9QG    T: 01268 783377
Chelmsford office: The Estate Office, White Hall, Margaret Roding, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1QL   T:  01245 231123

www.whirledgeandnott.co.uk  @WNottSurveyors whirledge-&-nott-limited

Regulated by RICS

John McKenna, 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG 

By email to: John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk

18th June 2026 

Dear Sir 

RE: National Grid Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement Objection
Client - Richard Speakman

I write to formally object to the proposed Pelham to Rayleigh National Grid scheme on behalf of my client 
Richard Speakman who is affected by land they own and occupy at .

In principle my client does not object to the pylons being in situ, nor their maintenance or proposed works 
to replace conductors on the line. My clients main concern is around the requirement for a replacement 
agreement without the clear terms and restrictions being presented by national Grid. 

My objection is based not only on the potential impacts of the scheme itself but also on concerns 
regarding the consultation and engagement process undertaken by National Grid and its agents, Savills.
Firstly, I do not consider that the correct process for voluntary engagement and meaningful negotiation 
with affected landowners and stakeholders has been followed. Meaningful consultation and negotiation 
in advance of a compulsory purchase order requires those affected to be provided with sufficient 
information to understand the proposals, assess the impact on their interests, comment upon them and 
be afforded a genuine opportunity to negotiate private agreements. 

In this case, the information provided has been incomplete and inadequate. In particular, Heads of Terms 

commercial terms have been presented let alone agreed. 

OBJ 46- Richard Holmstead
Speakman



 
 

Furthermore, a number of the proposed routes appear arbitrary and insufficiently considered. In a 
number of cases,  routes have been aligned with existing tramlines, despite the fact that these are subject 
to change over time depending on farming operations, crop rotation, machinery requirements, and 
evolving agricultural practices. Such features do not provide a logical or reliable basis for long-term 
infrastructure planning, raising serious concerns as to whether sufficient due diligence has been 
undertaken as part of the route selection process. 
 
I am also concerned that, in many instances, the rights and infrastructure now being sought appear 
unnecessary or duplicative, given that the infrastructure has already been installed, and agreements are 
already in place. It therefore remains unclear why further rights or additional proposals are now being 
pursued without National Grid first clearly demonstrating the necessity for further acquisition and 
explaining how these proposals interact with the existing infrastructure and agreements already secured. 
 
Taken together, these issues indicate a lack of transparency, inadequate engagement with affected 
landowners and a failure to provide sufficient information to allow proper consideration of the proposals. 
This undermines confidence in both the consultation process and the justification for the scheme as 
currently presented. 
 
I therefore request that the current proposals be reviewed, and that National Grid undertakes a proper 
and comprehensive consultation exercise, supported by complete and accurate mapping information 
together with  a clear explanation as to the necessity and justification for the rights and works proposed, 
before any further steps are taken to progress the scheme or seek compulsory powers.  
 
I respectfully ask that this objection be taken fully into account during the consideration of the scheme. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Freddie Botfield BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV  
Associate Director 
 

   
Rayleigh Office 
 



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Richard Holmstead Speakman

Dear Richard Holmstead Speakman,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained 
within the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to 
ensure the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances,
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



Whirledge & Nott Limited trading as Whirledge & Nott (CN: 07891217)

Rayleigh office:  The Black Barn, Lubards Farm, Hullbridge Road, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 9QG    T: 01268 783377
Chelmsford office: The Estate Office, White Hall, Margaret Roding, Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 1QL   T:  01245 231123

www.whirledgeandnott.co.uk  @WNottSurveyors whirledge-&-nott-limited

Regulated by RICS

John McKenna, 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London, SW1A 2EG 

By email to: John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk

18th June 2026 

Dear Sir 

RE: National Grid Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement Objection
Client - Andrew Chapman

I write to formally object to the proposed Pelham to Rayleigh National Grid scheme on behalf of my client 
Adrew Chapman who is affected by land they own and occupy at

In principle my client does not object to the pylons being in situ, nor their maintenance or proposed works 
to replace conductors on the line. My clients main concern is around the requirement for a replacement 
agreement without the clear terms and restrictions being presented by national Grid. 

My objection is based not only on the potential impacts of the scheme itself but also on concerns 
regarding the consultation and engagement process undertaken by National Grid and its agents, Savills.
Firstly, I do not consider that the correct process for voluntary engagement and meaningful negotiation 
with affected landowners and stakeholders has been followed. Meaningful consultation and negotiation 
in advance of a compulsory purchase order requires those affected to be provided with sufficient 
information to understand the proposals, assess the impact on their interests, comment upon them and 
be afforded a genuine opportunity to negotiate private agreements. 

In this case, the information provided has been incomplete and inadequate. In particular, Heads of Terms 

commercial terms have been presented let alone agreed. 

OBJ 47- Andrew Simon
Chapman



 
 

Furthermore, a number of the proposed routes appear arbitrary and insufficiently considered. In a 
number of cases,  routes have been aligned with existing tramlines, despite the fact that these are subject 
to change over time depending on farming operations, crop rotation, machinery requirements, and 
evolving agricultural practices. Such features do not provide a logical or reliable basis for long-term 
infrastructure planning, raising serious concerns as to whether sufficient due diligence has been 
undertaken as part of the route selection process. 
 
I am also concerned that, in many instances, the rights and infrastructure now being sought appear 
unnecessary or duplicative, given that the infrastructure has already been installed, and agreements are 
already in place. It therefore remains unclear why further rights or additional proposals are now being 
pursued without National Grid first clearly demonstrating the necessity for further acquisition and 
explaining how these proposals interact with the existing infrastructure and agreements already secured. 
 
Taken together, these issues indicate a lack of transparency, inadequate engagement with affected 
landowners and a failure to provide sufficient information to allow proper consideration of the proposals. 
This undermines confidence in both the consultation process and the justification for the scheme as 
currently presented. 
 
I therefore request that the current proposals be reviewed, and that National Grid undertakes a proper 
and comprehensive consultation exercise, supported by complete and accurate mapping information 
together with  a clear explanation as to the necessity and justification for the rights and works proposed, 
before any further steps are taken to progress the scheme or seek compulsory powers.  
 
I respectfully ask that this objection be taken fully into account during the consideration of the scheme. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Freddie Botfield BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV  
Associate Director 
 

   
Rayleigh Office 
 



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Andrew Simon Chapman

Dear Andrew Simon Chapman,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 48- Gearston Limited
OBJ 49- Hammons Estates LLP
OBJ 50- Wates Developments Limited
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London WC2N 5EH 
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5 August 2026

Wates Developments Limited
Wates House
Station Approach
Leatherhead
KT22 7SW

Dear Wates Developments Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not 
involve the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The Order seeks only 
those rights considered necessary to facilitate the construction, operation, inspection, maintenance, repair 
and renewal of the existing transmission infrastructure. As such the Landowner, planner or developer 
should consider the existing asset in their design to mitigate future losses or the National Grid's ability to 
maintain the asset.  

In the event the Objector deems an impact or loss of future development, they may submit an evidence-
based claim to National Grid. Claims are to be assessed on a proven loss basis in line with the
compensation code and will be assessed at an appropriate valuation date. (National Grid will not consider 
a development Clause).

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances,
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Hammons Estates LLP
C/O Ceres Property LLP
Unit 1 Whitbreads Business Centre
Whitbreads Farm Lane
Little Waltham
Chelmsford
CM3 3FE

Dear Hammonds Estates LLP,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not 
involve the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The Order seeks only 
those rights considered necessary to facilitate the construction, operation, inspection, maintenance, repair 
and renewal of the existing transmission infrastructure. As such the Landowner, planner or developer 
should consider the existing asset in their design to mitigate future losses or the National Grid's ability to 
maintain the asset.  

In the event the Objector deems an impact or loss of future development, they may submit an evidence-
based claim to National Grid. Claims are to be assessed on a proven loss basis in line with the
compensation code and will be assessed at an appropriate valuation date. (National Grid will not consider 
a development Clause).

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances,
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  
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London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Gearston Limited
10th Floor
240 Blackfriars Road
London
SE1 8NW

Dear Gearston Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not 
involve the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The Order seeks only 
those rights considered necessary to facilitate the construction, operation, inspection, maintenance, repair 
and renewal of the existing transmission infrastructure. As such the Landowner, planner or developer 
should consider the existing asset in their design to mitigate future losses or the National Grid's ability to 
maintain the asset.  

In the event the Objector deems an impact or loss of future development, they may submit an evidence-
based claim to National Grid. Claims are to be assessed on a proven loss basis in line with the
compensation code and will be assessed at an appropriate valuation date. (National Grid will not consider 
a development Clause).

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 51- William Eric Drake / OBJ 52- Charmian Rose Goundry / OBJ 53-
John Hoole and Julia Ann Hoole / OBJ 54- The Honourable John Frederick
Strutt / OBJ 55- Josephine Greta Adams / OBJ 56- Michael Hodge, Andrew
Hodge and Robert Hodge / OBJ 58- Robert John Stacey / OBJ 59- Michael
Hope and Jillian Hope















1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
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5 August 2026

William Eric Drake

Dear William Eric Drake,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its 
infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with that 
infrastructure. NGET has produced a straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced approach. 
In agreeing in principle to a voluntary agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an easement; 
they are simply indicating a willingness to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and agree 
minor variations to that deed where necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land 
affected. For example, where there are existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the 
standard deed terms (but which are not an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within 
reason to accommodate such matters. NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via 



their legal representatives or direct with National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached 
where appropriate.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full 
Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the Project 
enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both BTNO and 
the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving network resilience 
and enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets.   In addition to the above, there is 
strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the national energy 
system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
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5 August 2026

Charmian Rose Goundry

Dear Charmian Rose Goundry,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its 
infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with that 
infrastructure. NGET has produced a straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced approach. 
In agreeing in principle to a voluntary agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an easement; 
they are simply indicating a willingness to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and agree 
minor variations to that deed where necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land 
affected. For example, where there are existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the 
standard deed terms (but which are not an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within 
reason to accommodate such matters. NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via 



their legal representatives or direct with National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached 
where appropriate.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full 
Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the Project 
enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both BTNO and 
the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving network resilience 
and enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets.   In addition to the above, there is 
strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the national energy 
system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

John Hoole and Julie Ann Hoole

Dear John Hoole and Julie Ann Hoole,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its 
infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with that 
infrastructure. NGET has produced a straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced approach. 
In agreeing in principle to a voluntary agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an easement; 
they are simply indicating a willingness to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and agree 
minor variations to that deed where necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land 
affected. For example, where there are existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the 
standard deed terms (but which are not an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within 
reason to accommodate such matters. NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via 
their legal representatives or direct with National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached 
where appropriate.



The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full 
Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the 
Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both 
BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving 
network resilience and enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets.   In addition to the 
above, there is strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the 
national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

The Honourable John Frederick Strutt

Dear The Honourable John Frederick Strutt,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected 
parties and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before 
reliance on compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further 
engagement or may disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that 
this does not, of itself, demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the 
importance of ongoing discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any 
further information, please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach 
agreement without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its 
infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with 
that infrastructure. NGET has produced a straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced 
approach. In agreeing in principle to a voluntary agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an 
easement; they are simply indicating a willingness to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate 
and agree minor variations to that deed where necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the 
land affected. For example, where there are existing features which would immediately cause a breach 
of the standard deed terms (but which are not an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied 
within reason to accommodate such matters. NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific 



concerns via their legal representatives or direct with National Grid so that an acceptable position can be 
reached where appropriate.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained 
within the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to 
ensure the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect 
of a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer 
connections. NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East 
Anglia region. Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages 
cannot be realised without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with 
delivery of the full Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 
3,650MW, and the Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed 
following delivery of both BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly 
increase, improving network resilience and enabling continued connection of renewable generation 
assets.   In addition to the above, there is strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on 
the transformation of the national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and 
respond to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are 
reasonably incurred and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and 
relevant RICS and CAAV guidance.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Josephine Greta Adams

Dear Josephine Greta Adams,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its 
infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with 
that infrastructure. NGET has produced a straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced 
approach. In agreeing in principle to a voluntary agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an 
easement; they are simply indicating a willingness to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and 
agree minor variations to that deed where necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land 
affected. For example, where there are existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the 
standard deed terms (but which are not an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within 
reason to accommodate such matters. NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via 
their legal representatives or direct with National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached 
where appropriate.



The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. We would be delighted to discuss this further on site.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full 
Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the 
Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both 
BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving 
network resilience and enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets.   In addition to the 
above, there is strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the 
national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Michael Hodge, Andrew Hodge and Robert Hodge

Dear Michael Hodge, Andrew Hodge and Robert Hodge,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

National Grid considers that meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. 
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET"), supported by Savills, commenced land referencing in 
July 2025 and began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included 
Land Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



NGET requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all 
necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with that infrastructure. NGET has produced a 
straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced approach. In agreeing in principle to a voluntary 
agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an easement; they are simply indicating a willingness to 
consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and agree minor variations to that deed where necessary 
and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land affected. For example, where there are existing features 
which would immediately cause a breach of the standard deed terms (but which are not an existing breach) 
sterilisation distances can be varied within reason to accommodate such matters. NGET just asks that 
landowners raise their specific concerns via their legal representatives or direct with National Grid so that an 
acceptable position can be reached where appropriate.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology and 
represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the proposed 
transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, including 
exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to those 
areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within the 
Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure the 
safe and efficient delivery of the project.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of a 
number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full Project 
and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the Project enables 
a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both BTNO and the 
Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving network resilience and 
enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets.   In addition to the above, there is strong 
policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the national energy system and 
achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable the 
overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond to 
the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred and 
proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW



If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Robert John Stacey

 

Dear Robert John Stacey,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its 
infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with 
that infrastructure. NGET has produced a straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced 
approach. In agreeing in principle to a voluntary agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an 
easement; they are simply indicating a willingness to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and 
agree minor variations to that deed where necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land 
affected. For example, where there are existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the 
standard deed terms (but which are not an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within 
reason to accommodate such matters. NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via 
their legal representatives or direct with National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached 
where appropriate.



The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to
discuss this further with you.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full 
Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the 
Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both 
BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving 
network resilience and enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets.   In addition to the 
above, there is strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the 
national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Michael Hope and Jillian Hope

Dear Michael Hope and Jillian Hope,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills,
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) requires as far as possible a consistent approach to its 
infrastructure, and to ensure that it has all necessary rights in order to access, maintain, and deal with that 
infrastructure. NGET has produced a straightforward form of easement presenting a balanced approach. 
In agreeing in principle to a voluntary agreement, landowners are not bound to enter into an easement; 
they are simply indicating a willingness to consider the same. NGET is willing to negotiate and agree 
minor variations to that deed where necessary and to reflect the specific circumstances of the land 
affected. For example, where there are existing features which would immediately cause a breach of the 
standard deed terms (but which are not an existing breach) sterilisation distances can be varied within 
reason to accommodate such matters. NGET just asks that landowners raise their specific concerns via 
their legal representatives or direct with National Grid so that an acceptable position can be reached 
where appropriate.



The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full 
Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the 
Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both 
BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving 
network resilience and enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets.   In addition to the 
above, there is strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the 
national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

The rights sought under the CPO relate solely to the acquisition of permanent rights where they are 
necessary to access, maintain and retain existing infrastructure, together with temporary rights to enable 
the overhead line upgrade. No rights are sought to acquire land or erect new infrastructure. National Grid 
recognises that owners and occupiers require appropriate professional advice to understand and respond 
to the rights sought. National Grid is committed to meeting professional costs that are reasonably incurred 
and proportionate to the work required in line with the Compensation Code and relevant RICS and CAAV 
guidance.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams, to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 60- Goundry Family











1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Charmian Rose Goundry

Dear Ms Goundry,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc – Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement –
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18th June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you and your agent to give you the comfort you 
need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

Should the Objector consider that the acquisition or exercise of the rights sought may result in a loss of 
development value or adversely affect future development potential, they may submit an evidence-based 
claim for compensation.

Any such claim would be assessed in accordance with the Compensation Code, having regard to the 
relevant statutory provisions, the evidence presented and the appropriate valuation date. National Grid 
considers that the statutory compensation regime provides the appropriate mechanism for assessing and 
resolving claims relating to potential development impacts. Accordingly, National Grid does not propose 
the inclusion of a development clause within its land rights agreements.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.to compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, 
compensation will be assessed under the Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on 
the individual circumstances and evidence available.



It is our hope that the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these 
assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely, 

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team 



OBJ 61- Nicholas Cousins





1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Nicholas Cousins 

Dear Nicholas Cousins,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line
Reinforcement Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) considers that it has made reasonable and sustained 
efforts to engage with affected parties and has complied with Government guidance encouraging 
acquisition by agreement before reliance on compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may 
have sought further engagement or may disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid 
respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, 
National Grid understands the importance of ongoing discussions and engagement and would therefore 
request that if you require any further information, please reach out to us with any questions you may still 
have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect of 
a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer connections. 
NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East Anglia region. 
Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages cannot be realised 
without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with delivery of the full 
Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 3,650MW, and the 
Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed following delivery of both 
BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly increase, improving 
network resilience and enabling continued connection of renewable generation assets.   In addition to the 
above, there is strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on the transformation of the 
national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances,
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 62- Jonathan Dixon Smith
OBJ 63- Simon Dixon Smith









1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Jonathan Dixon Smith

Dear Jonathan Dixon Smith,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line
Reinforcement Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances,
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Simon Dixon Smith

Dear Simon Dixon Smith,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 64- James Blackie
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1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

James Blackie

Dear James Blackie,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 



the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 Augugst 2026

Susan Blackie

Dear Susan Blackie,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 



the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



Registered office Warwick Technology Park, Gallows Hill, Warwick CV34 6DA 
Registered in England and Wales No. 02006000

National Grid House
Warwick Technology
Park
Gallows Hill, Warwick
CV34 6DA  
+44 (0) 1926 65 3000
nationalgas.com

National Gas Emergency 
Service - 0800 111 999* 
(24hrs) *calls will be 
recorded and may be 
monitored

Date: 18th June 2026

Your reference: Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement

Dear John McKenna,

National Gas Transmission exercises its right to place a Holding Objection to the above proposal 

which will cross our High-Pressure Gas Pipelines Feeder 27 & Feeder 5.

National Gas Transmission (NGT) operates two high-pressure gas pipelines: Feeder 27

Cambridge to Matching Green & Feeder 5 Stowmarket to Braintree which passes through the 

land parcels associated with the above proposal.

NGT wishes to raise a holding objection to the proposed works on the basis that the installation 

may give rise to AC and/or DC electrical interference, which could adversely affect the safe 

operation and integrity of the pipeline.

The pipeline has an easement in operation. No development, construction or landscaping is 

permitted within the easement without formal written approval from National Gas 

Transmission.

There are established criteria governing acceptable levels of electrical interference on pipelines. 

Where baseline interference levels are already within acceptable limits, any new alterations 

must ensure that these are not increased beyond the thresholds defined in applicable standards.

formal written approval in the form of a Deed of Consent prior to any works being undertaken 

within the easement.

NGT requires the developer to engage at an early stage of the design process to:

Undertake and agree pipeline integrity assessments

Assess and mitigate electrical interference risks

Consider pipeline security and protection measures

Agree crossing locations (if applicable)

Ensure suitable provision for future access

Develop safe construction methodologies

OBJ 66- National Gas Transmission



All of the above must be mutually agreed with NGT prior to the commencement of any works on 

site.

The developer should contact NGT to arrange a meeting to discuss the proposal in detail and 

must ensure familiarity with all relevant standards governing works in proximity to high-

pressure gas pipelines.

NGT reserves the right to maintain its objection until such time as sufficient information is 

provided and all technical and safety requirements are satisfactorily addressed.

The pipeline has a land easement in operation (easement strips may vary in width, typically 

between 6 and 25m depending on the diameter and pressure of the pipeline) I recommend 

contacting the HM Land Registry office to acquire the precise easement width. No development, 

construction or landscaping is permitted within the easement without formal written approval 

from National Gas Transmission.

There are specific criteria that must be adhered to for developing electrical infrastructure near 

It is 

possible that the pipelines are already experiencing acceptable levels of interference, and in 

such cases the level of acceptance for new constructions shall be restricted to levels that do not 

raise the existing levels beyond the acceptable levels defined in the standards.

Consent' can be issued. Due to the nature of CPO projects, NGT require an Asset Protection 

Agreement (APA) with the promoter prior to proceeding with these discussions.

The Holding Objection will remain in place until NGT has a satisfactory APA in place with the 

promoter.

We would draw your attention to the Planning (Hazardous Substances) Regulations 

1992, the Land Use Planning rules and PADHI (Planning Advise for Developments near 

Hazardous Installations) guidance published by the HSE, which may affect this 

development.

To visit the Land Use Planning site, please use the link below: 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/landuseplanning/methodology.htm

No buildings should encroach within the Easement strip of the pipeline

No demolition shall be allowed within 150 metres of a pipeline without an assessment of 

the vibration levels at the pipeline. Expert advice may need to be sought which can be 

arranged through National Gas Transmission.

National Gas Transmission has a Deed of Easement for each pipeline which prevents 

change to existing ground levels, storage of materials. It also prevents the erection of 

permanent / temporary buildings, or structures. If necessary National grid will take 

action to legally enforce the terms of the easement.

You should be aware of the Health and Safety Executives guidance document HS(G) 47 

\"Avoiding Danger from Underground Services\



specification for Safe Working in the Vicinity of National Gas Transmission High Pressure 

gas pipelines and associated installations - requirements for third parties T/SP/SSW22. 

You should already have received a link to download a copy of T/SP/SSW/22, from our 

Plant protection Team, which is also available to download from our website.

To view the SSW22 Document, please use the link below: 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/uk/gas-transmission/document/113921/download

A National Gas Transmission representative will be monitoring the works to comply with 

SSW22.

To download a copy of the HSE Guidance HS(G)47, please use the following link: 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg47.htm

National Gas Transmission will also need to ensure that our pipelines access is 

maintained during and after construction.

Our pipelines are normally buried to a depth cover of 1.1 metres however; actual depth 

and position must be confirmed on site by trial hole investigation under the supervision 

of a National Gas Transmission representative. Ground cover above our pipelines should 

not be reduced or increased.

If any excavations are planned within 3 metres of National Gas Transmission High 

Pressure Pipeline or, within 10 metres of an AGI (Above Ground Installation), or if any 

embankment or dredging works are proposed then the actual position and depth of the 

pipeline must be established on site in the presence of a National Gas Transmission 

representative. A safe working method must be agreed prior to any work taking place in 

order to minimise the risk of damage and ensure the final depth of cover does not affect

the integrity of the pipeline.

Excavation works may take place unsupervised no closer than 3 metres from the pipeline 

once the actual depth and position has been has been confirmed on site under the 

supervision of a National Gas Transmission representative. Similarly, excavation with 

hand held power tools is not permitted within 1.5 metres from our apparatus and the 

work is undertaken with NGT supervision and guidance.

Pipeline Crossings

Where existing roads cannot be used, construction traffic should ONLY cross the pipeline 

at locations agreed with a National Gas Transmission engineer.

All crossing points will be fenced on both sides with a post and wire fence and with the 

fence returned along the easement for a distance of 6 metres.

The pipeline shall be protected, at the crossing points, by temporary rafts constructed at 

ground level. No protective measures including the installation of concrete slab 

protection shall be installed over or near to the National Gas Transmission pipeline



without the prior permission of National Gas Transmission. National Gas Transmission 

will need to agree the material, the dimensions and method of installation of the 

proposed protective measure. The method of installation shall be confirmed through the 

submission of a formal written method statement from the contractor to National Gas 

Transmission.

Please be aware that written permission from National Gas Transmission is required 

before any works commence within the National Gas Transmission easement strip.

A National Gas Transmission representative shall monitor any works within close 

proximity to the pipeline to comply with National Gas Transmission specification 

T/SP/SSW22.

A Deed of Indemnity is required for any crossing of the easement including cables

Cables Crossing

Cables may cross the pipeline at perpendicular angle to the pipeline i.e. 90 degrees.

A National Gas Transmission representative shall supervise any cable crossing of a 

pipeline.

An impact protection slab should be laid between the cable and pipeline if the cable 

crossing is above the pipeline.

Where a new service is to cross over the pipeline a clearance distance of 0.6 metres 

between the crown of the pipeline and underside of the service should be maintained. If 

this cannot be achieved the service must cross below the pipeline with a clearance 

distance of 0.6 metres.

All work should be carried out in accordance with British Standards policy

BS EN 13509:2003 - Cathodic protection measurement techniques

BS EN 12954:2001 - Cathodic protection of buried or immersed metallic structures 

General principles and application for pipelines.

BS 7361 Part 1 - Cathodic Protection Code of Practice for land and marine applications.

I have enclosed a location map to show the location of National Gas Transmission high-pressure 

gas pipeline(s) within the vicinity of your proposal. 

Yours sincerely 

Asset Protection 
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Dear Sirs, 

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com 
Freephone: 0800 5677 200 

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre 
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc – Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement – 
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection 

 
We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18th June 2026 
and subsequent Teams call on 16 July. We have noted your objection and the restrictions on your 
operational land and would like to work with you to give you the comfort you need to remove your 
objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and 
give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope 
that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn. 
 
Following our call National Grid have approached LSTC to produce an Induction Voltage Report as 
requested by National Gas and discussions are ongoing between our respective solicitors with regards an 
Asset Protection Agreement (APA) 
 
It is our hope that the above and the actions that came out of the meeting, addresses the points you have 
raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your 
objection by emailing John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk  or by writing to 
  
 
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 
  
If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have. 
  
Yours sincerely,  
  
Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team  
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5 August 2026

Anthony Flower
 

Dear Anthony Flower,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026
and subsequent meeting on 5 August. We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and 
your agent, to give you the comfort you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage 
is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the 
proposed land rights and the project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection 
to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,



London, 
SW1A 2AW

We have taken away several points for further discussion with the wider team and will come back to you in 
due course, as agreed during the meeting. If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to 
remove the objection, we would be delighted to meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any 
issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



FAO Mr John McKenna  
Head of Electricity Network Planning Team  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery  
Energy Development  
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero  
3-8 Whitehall Place  
London  
SW1A 2EG   
 
SENT VIA EMAIL: John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk 
 
18 June 2026 
 
The National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line 
Reinforcement) Compulsory Purchase Order 2026   
Objection by Links Solar Farm Limited, Sandon Brook Solar Farm Limited and Low Carbon 
Solar Park 6 Limited   
 
Dear Sir  
 
I write on behalf of�  

 
Links Solar Farm Limited (Co. No. 13096914) which operates Braintree Solar Farm 
(�Braintree�)  
Sandon Brook Solar Farm Limited (Co. No. 13092062) which operates Sandon Brook Solar 
Farm (�Sandon Brook�)  
Low Carbon Solar Park 6 Limited (Co. No. 13094397) which is to operate the proposed 
Pelham Spring Solar Farm (�Pelham Spring�)  

 
each a subsidiary of Low Carbon Limited and all with the registered address Stirling Square, 5-7 
Carlton Gardens, London, United Kingdom, SW1Y 5AD (together, �we�/�us�), to object to the 
confirmation of the above-named Order (�the CPO�). All three facilities/sites are adversely affected 
by the proposals. 
   
We understand that the CPO, if confirmed, would authorise the compulsory acquisition of rights 
under s.10 of, and para. 1 of Schedule 3 to, the Electricity Act 1989 for purposes of National Grid 
Electricity Transmission PLC�s (�NGET�) electricity undertaking and that, pursuant to those rights, 
NGET proposes to carry out upgrade works to the Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line. We 
understand that no new pylons will be constructed as part of those works with the work involving 
the replacement of wire conductors, insulators and fittings to improve the line�s capacity. However, 
temporary access tracks will be laid, and scaffolding erected, to facilitate the works, with some road 
closures anticipated.  
 
We set out below how we believe we would be affected.  
 
Braintree and Sandon Brook Solar Farms  
 
Braintree is a 34.99 MW capacity PV solar farm at Links Road, Cressing, Braintree, Essex, covering 
approximately 50.98 ha. It was authorised by planning permission and energised on 31 July 2025. 
Links Solar Farm, which operates Braintree, is listed as having interests as tenant/lessee/occupier 
in the following CPO plots:   

OBJ 68- Sandon Brook Solar Farm



 
93/1, 94/4 and 94/5 (over which the CPO authorises acquisition of Overhead Line Rights)  
94/2 (over which the CPO authorises acquisition of construction and operational access 
rights) 
  

These plots are in the vicinity of pylons/towers 4YLA050 and 4YLA051. Part of the operational solar 
farm is located directly beneath the overhead line which runs between these two pylons/towers.   
 
Sandon Brook is a 55.40 MW capacity PV solar farm at Sandon Brook Solar Farm, Canon Barns 
Road, Chelmsford, Essex, covering approximately 70.99 ha. It was authorised by planning 
permission and energised 11 March 2026. Sandon Brook Limited, which operates Sandon Brook, is 
listed as having interests as tenant/lessee/occupier in the following CPO plots: 
   

138/11, 138/12, 139/2, 139/4, 140/2 (over which the CPO authorises acquisition of 
Overhead Line Rights)  
139/5 (over which the CPO authorises acquisition of construction and operational access 
rights)  

 
Sandon Brook Limited is additionally listed as having an option interest in the following plots:   

 
137/5, 138/5, 138/7, 138/10, 138/11, 138/12, 139/1, 139/2, 139/4, 140/2 (over which 
the CPO authorises acquisition of Overhead Line Rights)  
137/3, 137/6, 138/1, 123/21, 138/4, 138/8, 139/5 (over which the CPO authorises 
acquisition of construction and operational access rights)  
 

These plots are connected to the works between pylons 4VB027 to 4VB030.  
 
In the case of both solar farms, the new rights sought over land may interfere or conflict with our 
rights, detrimentally impacting the facility and having an adverse impact on the operation of the 
solar farm. It is not clear from the CPO itself how the works will be carried out, how access will be 
obtained or what land (in particular) would be occupied for works purposes, but the CPO itself would 
authorise occupation and works over all land coloured blue on the CPO plans. We are therefore 
concerned that the works proposed would require the removal of PV units, whether temporarily or 
permanently, causing a reduction in the generation capacity of the facility and thereby causing us 
detrimental impact. This is particularly the case for Braintree, where the �blue land� in the CPO 
covers the area currently used for PV units.  
 
In the case of both sites, temporary construction impacts associated with the upgrade works could 
adversely affect our access to or across our facility (as required for operation or maintenance 
purposes), i.e. due to occupation of the land in which we have an interest, or adjacent land. The 
conduct of the upgrade works also has the potential to cause damage to the PV units or the facility 
more generally, including to the ground surface through construction traffic, use of heavy stringing 
equipment, material storage, erection of scaffolding, site facilities, etc. There are safety and security 
issues associated with third parties taken access through the fenced-off area of a solar farm, and 
so any access through our sites would need to be on an accompanied basis, or alternative routes 
sought for the access required.   
 
Even if no panels need to be removed, or are damaged, the erection of scaffolding for the purposes 
of the works may cause shading which would reduce their efficacy, resulting in a potential loss of 
generating capacity.  
 
Each solar farm also connects to the wider distribution network. These connections are clearly 
essential to their operation. They may be detrimentally impacted by the CPO of new rights or 
construction operations over the �blue land� identified in the CPO. A further concern affecting 
Braintree and Sandon Brook as operational sites, is whether any curtailments are proposed at 
substations used by Braintree or Sandon Brook to accommodate the upgrade works. If the proposed 



re-stringing affects the primary export route for these solar farms, we would almost certainly be 
curtailed to zero export. If we do not share the primary export route, these activities would likely 
affect local network conditions and curtailments, full or partial, may apply.   
 
Disruption to the solar farms� grid connections could result in business losses due to the disruption 
of renewable electricity export. Any variation or impact to the existing connection must be 
indemnified appropriately. Solar infrastructure is now designated as critical national priority 
infrastructure under the UK Government�s Energy National Policy, as of January 2024. As an 
exporter of renewable electricity and a contributor to the UK�s Net Zero targets, we respectfully 
request that NGET engage with us, given the potential impact on our existing apparatus.   
  
Pelham Spring   
 
Pelham Spring is a proposed 49.9 MW capacity PV solar farm, located on land due east of Pelham 
Substation. The land is secured by option and an application for planning permission had been 
made, with determination of the planning appeal expected by early 2027. The solar farm would 
export power to Pelham Sub Station.  
 
Low Carbon Solar Park 6 Ltd, which is developing Pelham Spring, is listed as having interests 
pursuant to an option in the following CPO plots:   

 
1/9, 2/3, 3/1, 3/3, 4/4, 5/1 (over which the CPO authorises acquisition of Overhead Line 
Rights)  
1/8, 2/2, 2/2a, 3/4, 4/2, 4/3 (over which the CPO authorises acquisition of construction and 
operational access rights)  

 
The new rights sought under the CPO, or the conduct of works pursuant to those rights, may conflict 
with the development of Pelham Spring, detrimentally impacting the development of the facility or 
having an adverse impact on its proposed operation. We set out the potential impacts below, 
acknowledging some uncertainty around the nature, methodology and intended scheduling of 
NGET�s proposed upgrade works and the likely implementation timetable for the solar scheme.   
 
Plot 
No.  

Issue Description  Grounds for Issue  

1/8 Access along potential Solar Access  Potential shared access - Access will need to be on an agreed or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
 

1/9  Access through potential fenced-off 
area.  
 
 
Solar Panels will require to be 
removed from the scheme.  

Safety and security issues with access through fenced-off area of solar 
farm. Any access would need to be on an accompanied basis, or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
 
There is a direct conflict between proposed access route and solar farm 
infrastructure, potentially necessitating the removal of solar and 
subsequent reduction in installed capacity. This reduction would result 
in reduced operational yield and asset value.   

2/2  Proposed access route crosses 
proposed Solar Farm grid connection 
cable to Pelham substation and may 
(subject to its precise location) 
result in loss of generation capacity.  
  
  

The proposed access route passes directly over the proposed solar farm 
grid connection cable route and within the proposed fenced-off area of 
solar farm, raising safety and security issues. Any access would need to 
be on an accompanied basis, or an alternative route sought. Depending 
on precise location, the access route may also impinge on land proposed 
for solar infrastructure, requiring its removal from the development and 
impacting on installed capacity.   

2/2a Access through potential fenced off 
area  
  
  

Without measurable georeferenced plans for review - there is potential 
that this access will impact on our development. This potential impact 
could include having to remove infrastructure from our development and 
impact on installed capacity.  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
There are Safety and Security issues with access through fenced off area 
of solar farm. Access will need to be on an accompanied basis, or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
  

2/3  Access through potential fenced off 
area.  
  
  
Solar Panels will require to be 
removed from the scheme.  
  

There are Safety and Security issues with access through fenced off area 
of solar farm. Access will need to be on an accompanied basis, or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
  
There is a direct conflict between proposed route and solar farm 
infrastructure - which would necessitate the removal of solar and 
subsequent reduction in installed capacity. This reduction would result 
in reduced operational yield and asset value.   

3/1  Access through potential fenced off 
area.  
  
  
Solar Panels will require to be 
removed from the scheme.  
  

There are Safety and Security issues with access through fenced off area 
of solar farm. Access will need to be on an accompanied basis, or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
  
There is a direct conflict between proposed route and solar farm 
infrastructure - which would necessitate the removal of solar and 
subsequent reduction in installed capacity. This reduction would result 
in reduced operational yield and asset value.   

3/3  Access through potential fenced off 
area.  
  
 
Solar Panels will require to be 
removed from the scheme.  
  

There are Safety and Security issues with access through fenced off area 
of solar farm. Access will need to be on an accompanied basis, or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
 
There is a direct conflict between proposed route and solar farm 
infrastructure - which would necessitate the removal of solar and 
subsequent reduction in installed capacity. This reduction would result 
in reduced operational yield and asset value.   

3/4  Access along Solar Access  Shared access - Access will need to be on an agreed or alternative route 
should be sought for the needed rights.   

4/2  Access along Solar Access  Shared access - Access will need to be on an agreed or alternative route 
should be sought for the needed rights.   

4/3 Access through potential fenced off 
area.  
 
  
Access along potential Solar Access  

There are Safety and Security issues with access through fenced off area 
of solar farm. Access will need to be on an accompanied basis, or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
 
Potential shared access - Access will need to be on an agreed or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
 

4/4 Access through potential fenced off 
area.  
  
 
Solar Panels will require to be 
removed from the scheme.  
 

There are Safety and Security issues with access through fenced off area 
of solar farm. Access will need to be on an accompanied basis, or 
alternative route should be sought for the needed rights.  
 
There is a direct conflict between proposed route and solar farm 
infrastructure - which would necessitate the removal of solar 
and subsequent reduction in installed capacity. This reduction would 
result in reduced operational yield and asset value. 
  

  
 



In total, we estimate that the above impacts may lead to the loss of more than 15 acres of 
land from the scheme:

In Plots 1/9, 2/2a, 2/3 and 3/1: Over 12 acreswould need to be removed from the 
solar scheme.
In Plots 3/3 and 4/4: Approximately 3.4 acres.

Accordingly, we seek engagement with NGET to reach agreement on�

the precise nature of the overhead line upgrade works and related works proposed in the
vicinity of Braintree, Sandon Brook and Pelham Spring solar farms;
the acquisition of permanent rights, to seek to minimise the impact of those rights on the
solar farms� operations;
the conduct of the works, including temporary land and haul routes/construction access, to
minimise the impact on the solar farms� operations during the upgrade works; and
any additional protections necessary to benefit the solar farms as necessary to protect our
undertaking, including in respect of the grid connections and any proposed curtailments.  

We reserve our right to make further comments and to respond to any further information that
may become available.

Yours sincerely

_____________________

Steven Hughes 

Director

(for and on behalf of Links Solar Farm Ltd and Sandon 
Brook Solar Farm Ltd)

_____________________

Mike Rutgers

Director

(for and on behalf of Low Carbon Solar Park 6 Ltd)

_________________
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1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Low Carbon Limited
Stirling Square
Carlton Gardens
London
SW1Y 5AD

Dear Sirs,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18th June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you to give you the comfort you need to 
remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the 
scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme 
in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn

National Grid acknowledges your concerns about the potential effects of the Project on the use, enjoyment 
and value of their land, including severance, injurious affection, disturbance and other financial loss.

The Order seeks only those rights considered necessary to facilitate the construction, operation, inspection, 
maintenance, repair and renewal of the existing transmission infrastructure. As such the Landowner, 
planner or developer should consider the existing asset in their design to mitigate future losses or the 
National Grid's ability to maintain the asset. 

In the event you deem the scheme to have an impact or loss of future development, you may submit an 
evidence based claim to National Grid. Claims are to be assessed on a proven loss basis in line with the 
compensation code and will be assessed at an appropriate valuation date. 

The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to 
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed under the 
Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on the individual circumstances and evidence 
available.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to acquire rights by voluntary agreement wherever 
possible. National Grid's Land Rights Strategy provides a consistent and transparent approach to land 
rights, supporting fair treatment of affected landowners and positive long-term relationships.

Claims for injurious affection, crop loss, damage, disturbance and other appropriate heads of claim will be 
assessed on a proven-loss basis in accordance with current legislation. Reasonable professional fees 
incurred in negotiating land rights may also be recoverable in line with National Grid's published policies.

Although National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any claim, it is satisfied that the 
statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for fair compensation. The possibility 
of compensation claims does not undermine the compelling public interest case for acquiring the rights 
required for the Project.

National Grid remains committed to working with affected landowners to consider site-specific concerns, 
minimise impacts where reasonably practicable and agree appropriate access arrangements and mitigation 
where possible.

It is our hope that the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these 
assurances, we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 



John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely, 

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team 



OBJ 69- Twinstead Hall Farms
Limited





1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Twinstead Hall Farms Limited
The Old Rectory 
Church Road
Twinstead
Sudbury
CO10 7NA

Dear Twinstead Hall Farms Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project. 

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to



Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 70- The Chelmsford Diocesan
Board of Finance





1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

The Chelmsford Diocesan Board of Finance
53 New Street 
Chelmsford
CM1 1AT

Dear The Chelmsford Diocesan Board of Finance,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We believe the above address the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW



If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 71- Brett Group Properties Limited











1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Brett Group Properties Limited
Robert Brett House
Ashford Road
Chartham
Canterbury
CT4 7PP

Dear Brett Group Properties Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. We 
have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you need 
to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the 
scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in 
the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not involve the 
construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The Order seeks only those rights
considered necessary to facilitate the construction, operation, inspection, maintenance, repair and renewal of
the existing transmission infrastructure.

As the existing overhead line and associated infrastructure are already present, it is expected that any future
development proposals affecting the land would take account of the transmission asset and the rights required
for its ongoing operation and maintenance.

Should the Objector consider that the acquisition or exercise of the rights sought may result in a loss of development
value or adversely affect future development potential, they may submit an evidence-based claim for compensation.
Any such claim would be assessed in accordance with the Compensation Code, having regard to the relevant
statutory provisions, the evidence presented and the appropriate valuation date.

National Grid considers that the statutory compensation regime provides the appropriate mechanism for
assessing and resolving claims relating to potential development impacts. Accordingly, National Grid does not
propose the inclusion of a development clause within its land rights agreements.

We note your comments regarding the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to discuss these 
matters further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology and 
represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the proposed 
transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, including exclusion 
zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction activities. Happy to discuss 
further on site 

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to those areas 
necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within the Tower Working 
Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure the safe and efficient delivery of 
the project.

NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire the freehold
title to any of the Order Land, is seeking only those rights necessary to deliver and maintain the Project. By utilising
the existing towers and transmission line alignment, the Project avoids the need for new permanent land take,
limits access requirements to defined construction periods and reduces the need for future intrusive maintenance
activities. 



As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET considered a range of alternative options before identifying the
preferred solution.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not considered a realistic alternative, having regard to regional network requirements
and wider national energy policy objectives Reconductoring was identified as the preferred option as it
delivers the required networkbenefits in a proportionate and efficient manner while avoiding the greater land take
and impacts that may be associated with alternative solutions requiring new infrastructure development.

Whilst NGET does not anticipate that the rights sought will prevent the ongoing use and management of the
affected land, it recognises that there may be instances where some temporary inconvenience arises. Where
this occurs, NGET will seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to minimise disruption through early engagement,
advance notification of works and the implementation of appropriate safety and access arrangements.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 72- Places for People











1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Places for People
305 Grays Inn Road
London
WC1X 8QR

Dear Places for People,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026.
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc ("NGET") does not agree that it has failed to understand the 
impact of the Project on affected landowners or to provide sufficient information about its effects.

Throughout the Project, National Grid has undertaken land referencing, site assessments, engineering 
design and engagement with affected landowners to identify the rights required and understand potential 
impacts on individual landholdings. This has been informed by Land Information Questionnaires, 
meetings, correspondence, site-specific information and ongoing refinement of the Project design.

The rights sought under the Order are limited to those considered necessary to construct, operate and 
maintain the Project. The Order seeks only new rights, not freehold acquisition, and the extent of the 
Order Land has been reviewed and refined to ensure it remains proportionate.

While some construction details may continue to be refined during detailed design, sufficient information 
has been provided to explain the Project, the rights required and the anticipated activities. The 
compulsory purchase process does not require every aspect of construction methodology to be finalised 
before an Order is made.

National Grid remains committed to working with affected landowners to consider site-specific concerns, 
minimise impacts where reasonably practicable and agree appropriate access arrangements and 
mitigation where possible.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. Happy to discuss further on site 

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained 
within the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to 
ensure the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

NGET is taking a proportionate approach to compulsory acquisition and, rather than seeking to acquire 



the freehold title to any of the Order Land it is seeking the acquisition of rights. The Project ensures the 
asset remains fit for purpose over its life with proportionate land interference. By re-using the existing 
towers and alignment, the upgrade avoids new land-take, keeps access requirements to short, defined 
construction windows, and reduces future maintenance frequence and intrusive works. As set out in the 
Statement of Reasons, NGET considered multiple alternative options to the Project. 

A "do nothing" scenario was not a realistic alternative, having regard to the needs of the region and the 
broader national policy objectives that the project seeks to address. Reconductoring was therefore 
identified as the preferred option, as it would deliver the required network benefits in a manner that is 
both effective and proportionate, whilst avoiding the greater land take and impacts that may be 
associated with alternatives requiring development consent.

It is recognised that certain rights sought under the Order may not be incompatible with the use or 
management of the relevant plots. To the extent that any incompatibility does arise, however, NGET will 
seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to manage any resulting conflicts in an appropriate manner. This 
may include, for example, the provision of advance notice of works and the implementation of suitable 
safety protocols. 

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance 
on compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or 
may disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of 
itself, demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of 
ongoing discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further 
information, please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach 
agreement without reliance on compulsory acquisition. 

National Grid acknowledges your concerns about the potential effects of the Project on the use, 
enjoyment and value of their land, including severance, injurious affection, disturbance and other 
financial loss.

The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to 
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed under the 
Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on the individual circumstances and 
evidence available.

The Compensation Code provides a mechanism for affected parties to claim qualifying losses arising 
directly from the compulsory acquisition or exercise of rights. This may include, where appropriate, the 
value of rights acquired, severance, injurious affection, disturbance, crop loss and other proven losses. 
Each claim will be considered on its own merits.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to acquire rights by voluntary agreement wherever 
possible. National Grid's Land Rights Strategy provides a consistent and transparent approach to land 
rights, supporting fair treatment of affected landowners and positive long-term relationships.

Claims for injurious affection, crop loss, damage, disturbance and other appropriate heads of claim will 



be assessed on a proven-loss basis in accordance with current legislation. Reasonable professional fees 
incurred in negotiating land rights may also be recoverable in line with National Grid's published policies.

Although National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any claim, it is satisfied that the 
statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for fair compensation. The 
possibility of compensation claims does not undermine the compelling public interest case for acquiring 
the rights required for the Project.

As explained in the Statement of Reasons the rationale for the project stems from the cumulative effect 
of a number of project drivers, primarily network capabilities reinforcement and new customer 
connections. NGET has identified an immediate need to enable a 6,377MW boundary uplift in the East 
Anglia region. Crucially, the Bramford to Twinstead (BTNO) reinforcement project's full advantages 
cannot be realised without the Project, this therefore also governs the programme for this Project with 
delivery of the full Project and construction to be completed by the end of 2028. BTNO will provide 
3,650MW, and the Project enables a further 1,426MW. After the upgrades have been completed 
following delivery of both BTNO and the Project, the transmission capacity in the region will significantly 
increase, improving network resilience and enabling continued connection of renewable generation 
assets.   In addition to the above, there is strong policy support for the Project with particular focus on 
the transformation of the national energy system and achieving net-zero carbon targets.

It is National Grid's belief that the Project will use methods of working that will minimise any impact on 
owners and occupiers of the relevant plots affected. NGET has sought and continues to seek to acquire 
the rights in land which are required to deliver the Project through private negotiation, and this is running 
in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be claimed by persons whose interests in land 
have been acquired or whose possession of land has been disturbed proportionate to any losses that 
they incur as a result of the acquisition. Each right described in the Order is required either for the 
purposes of the Project or is incidental to the Project. Section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 prohibits 
public authorities from acting in a way which is incompatible with rights protected by the Convention. A 

in the Order be acquired in order to achieve the purposes described in the Statement of Reasons.  If the 
Order is confirmed, it is considered that the compulsory acquisition of rights referred to in the Order will 
not conflict with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European Convention as any interference 
with the rights will be in accordance with the law, justified and proportionate.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 73- Jessica Harper







1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Jessica Harper

Dear Jessica Harper,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.

The proposed access routes have been developed following consideration of a range of engineering, 
environmental, landowner and construction factors. Where alternative access options have been 
identified, these have been reviewed as part of the assessment process. The access rights sought are 
limited to those reasonably required to facilitate the safe and efficient construction, operation and 
maintenance of the project. The proposed routes are considered appropriate and necessary to support the 
delivery of the authorised works and represent a proportionate approach to meeting the project's 
requirements.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to acquire rights by voluntary agreement wherever 
possible. National Grid's Land Rights Strategy provides a consistent and transparent approach to land
rights, supporting fair treatment of affected landowners and positive long-term relationships.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.



National Grid considers that it has made reasonable and sustained efforts to engage with affected parties 
and has complied with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. While an Objector may have preferred further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, that does not demonstrate a lack of engagement, however, 
National Grid understands the importance of ongoing discussions and engagement and would therefore 
request that if you require any further information, please reach out to us with any questions you may still 
have regarding the project. 

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

The Project relates to the upgrading of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not 
involve the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The Order seeks only 
those rights considered necessary to facilitate the construction, operation, inspection, maintenance, repair 
and renewal of the existing transmission infrastructure and the extent of the Order Land has been carefully 
reviewed and refined throughout the development of the Project to ensure that only the minimum land and 
rights reasonably required have been included.

National Grid acknowledges the Objector's concerns about the potential effects of the Project on the use, 
enjoyment and value of their land, including severance, injurious affection, disturbance and other financial 
loss but does not consider that the rights sought under the Order will unnecessarily prejudice the future 
management or operation of the Estate. 

Should the Objector have proposals for future estate development, access improvements or infrastructure 
that may interact with the rights sought, National Grid would welcome the opportunity to review these 
through continued engagement. This will assist in understanding any site-specific constraints and, where 
reasonably practicable, identifying opportunities to minimise impacts whilst ensuring the Project can be 
delivered safely and efficiently.

The Landowner, planner or developer should consider the existing asset in their design to mitigate future 
losses or the National Grid's ability to maintain the asset. In the event the Objector deems an impact or 
loss of future development, they may submit a evidence based claim to National Grid. Claims are to be 
assessed on a proven loss basis in line with the compensation code and will be assessed at an 
appropriate valuation date. (National Grid will not consider a development Clause).

National Grid therefore remains committed to continuing discussions with the Objector to agree 
appropriate access arrangements and minimise impacts on the future management and operation of the 
Estate wherever reasonably practicable.

The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to 
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed under the 
Compensation Code and relevant statutory provisions, based on the individual circumstances and 
evidence available.

The Compensation Code provides a mechanism for affected parties to claim qualifying losses arising 
directly from the compulsory acquisition or exercise of rights. This may include, where appropriate, the 
value of rights acquired, severance, injurious affection, disturbance, crop loss and other proven losses. 
Each claim will be considered on its own merits.

Claims for injurious affection, crop loss, damage, disturbance and other appropriate heads of claim will be 
assessed on a proven-loss basis in accordance with current legislation. Reasonable professional fees 
incurred in negotiating land rights may also be recoverable in line with National Grid's published policies.

Although National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any claim, it is satisfied that the 



statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for fair compensation. The possibility 
of compensation claims does not undermine the compelling public interest case for acquiring the rights 
required for the Project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team, 
Energy Infrastructure Delivery,
Energy Development,
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero,
3-8 Whitehall Place,
London, 
SW1A 2AW

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team



OBJ 74- Bryden Farming Limited







1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Bryden Farming Limited

Dear Bryden Farming Limited,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. We 
have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you need 
to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with Objectors to the 
scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the project programme in 
the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology and 
represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the proposed 
transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, including exclusion 
zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction activities.

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to those areas 
necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within the Tower Working 
Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure the safe and efficient delivery of 
the project.

NGET is adopting a proportionate approach to land acquisition. Rather than seeking to acquire freehold interests
in any of the Order Land, it is seeking only those rights considered necessary to construct, operate, inspect,
maintain, repair and renew the existing overhead line infrastructure. The Project has been designed to
minimise interference with landownership whilst ensuring the transmission asset remains safe, reliable and fit for 
purpose throughout its operational life.

By utilising the existing transmission line alignment and retaining the existing towers, the Project avoids the need
for new permanent land take, limits access requirements to defined construction periods and reduces the
frequency and extent of future intrusive maintenance works. As set out in the Statement of Reasons, NGET 
considered a range of alternative options before selecting the preferred solution.

A "do nothing" scenario was not considered a realistic alternative given the network requirements of the region
and the wider national policy objectives that the Project supports. Reconductoring was identified as the
preferred option as it delivers the required network benefits in a manner that is both effective and proportionate,
whilst avoiding the greater land take, environmental impacts and consenting requirements that may arise from 
alternative solutions involving new infrastructure.

NGET recognises that, in some cases, the exercise of rights sought under the Order may temporarily affect the
use or management of affected land. Where this occurs, NGET will seek, so far as reasonably practicable, to 
minimise disruption through appropriate management measures, including advance notification of works, 
engagement with affected landowners and occupiers, and the implementation of suitable safety and access 
arrangements.

The Project relates to the upgrade of an existing overhead electricity transmission line and does not involve
the construction of a new overhead line or the acquisition of freehold land. The rights sought are limited to



those reasonably required to facilitate the Project and the future operation and maintenance of the existing 
transmission network. Accordingly, any future development proposals should take account of the presence
of the existing transmission asset and the rights required for its ongoing operation and maintenance.

Should you consider that the acquisition or exercise of the rights sought may result in a loss
of development value or other compensatable loss, they may submit an evidence-based claim under
the Compensation Code. Any such claim would be assessed on its own merits, having regard to the
relevant statutory provisions, supporting evidence and the appropriate valuation date. National Grid
does not consider it necessary or appropriate to include a development clause within its land rights
agreements, as any future loss can be considered through the statutory compensation framework.

We note your comments regarding the sufficiency of the rights sought and would welcome the opportunity
to discuss these matters further with you.

National Grid acknowledges your concerns regarding the potential effects of the Project on the use,
enjoyment and value of your land, including matters relating to severance, injurious affection, disturbance
and other potential financial losses.

The acquisition of rights under the Order does not remove or prejudice any statutory entitlement to
compensation. Where rights are acquired compulsorily, compensation will be assessed in accordance
with the Compensation Code and other relevant statutory provisions, based on the specific circumstances
of each case and the evidence available.

Claims for injurious affection, severance, disturbance, crop loss, damage and other qualifying losses may
be made where they arise directly from the compulsory acquisition or the exercise of the rights acquired.
Each claim will be considered on its individual merits and assessed on a proven-loss basis in accordance
with the applicable legislation and compensation principles.

National Grid has sought, and will continue to seek, to acquire rights through voluntary agreement
wherever possible. Its Land Rights Strategy is intended to provide a consistent and transparent framework
for negotiations, ensuring the fair treatment of affected landowners whilst supporting the delivery of
nationally significant infrastructure.

Whilst National Grid cannot predetermine the outcome or value of any future compensation claim, it is
satisfied that the statutory compensation regime provides an appropriate mechanism for affected parties
to secure fair compensation. The potential for compensation claims does not diminish the compelling
public interest case for the acquisition of the rights required to deliver the Project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 75- Wickford Town Football Club





1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Wickford Town Football Club
Wickford Town FC
Bartlett Park
Wickford
SS11 8RZ

Dear Wickford Town Football Club,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 17 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

National Grid believes that the Project can be delivered using working methods that minimise impacts on 
the owners and occupiers of affected land. NGET has sought, and continues to seek, to secure the land 
rights required for the Project through private negotiation wherever possible, and this process is continuing 
in parallel with the CPO process. Compensation may be claimed by those whose interests in land are 
acquired, or whose occupation or use of land is affected, in respect of any loss incurred as a result of the 
acquisition or the exercise of the rights sought.

NGET considers that each of the rights included within the Order is necessary either for the delivery of the
Project or as an ancillary requirement to facilitate its construction, operation and maintenance. In 
exercising compulsory purchase powers, regard must be had to the Human Rights Act 1998, including the 
requirement that a compulsory purchase order should only be made where there is a compelling case in 
the public interest.

NGET considers that such a case exists and that the acquisition of the rights sought is necessary to 
achieve the objectives of the Project, as set out in the Statement of Reasons. If the Order is confirmed, 
NGET considers that any interference with private rights would be lawful, justified and proportionate and 
would not conflict with Article 1 of the First Protocol or Article 8 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights.

We note your comments regarding the sufficiency of the rights sought and would welcome the opportunity 
to discuss these matters further with you. We would be pleased to explain the rationale for the rights 
required and address any specific concerns you may have.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 



If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



OBJ 76- Andrew Fairs





1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Thomas Darwin and Lauren Catherine Hawker
Fairking Limited
Great Tey Business Centre
Warrens Farm
Great Tey
Colchester
CO6 1JG

Dear Mr and Mrs Fairs

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 19 June 2026.
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

The rights sought are limited to those reasonably necessary to facilitate the safe and efficient construction, 
operation and maintenance of the project. We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights 
sought and welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with you.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that meaningful 
engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by Savills 
began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, 
telephone discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has 
been to explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights 
by agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project
  
Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to:

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  





OBJ 77- The Scout Association / OBJ 78- Nicholas
Debnam / OBJ 79- David Nott / OBJ 80- Suzanne Nott /
OBJ 81- Edmund Nott / OBJ 82- Peter Nott







1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

The Scout Association
Gilwell Park
Chingford
London
E4 7QW

Dear The Scout Association,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. We 
have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort you 
need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. Happy to discuss further on site 



Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to those 
areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within the 
Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure the 
safe and efficient delivery of the project.

We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, we 
respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 
meet you, either in person or via MS Teams to discuss any issues you may have.

Yours sincerely,  

Pelham to Rayleigh OHL Reinforcement Project Land Team  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Nicholas Debnam

Dear Nicholas Debnam,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project. 

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. Happy to discuss further on site 

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

David Nott

Dear David Nott,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project.

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. Happy to discuss further on site 

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Suzanne Nott

Dear Suzanne Nott,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement. however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. Happy to discuss further on site 

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Edmund Nott

Dear Edmund Nott,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. Happy to discuss further on site 

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH 
www.nationalgrid.com

5 August 2026

Peter Nott

Dear Peter Nott,

E: pelhamtorayleigh@savills.com
Freephone: 0800 5677 200

Unit 9, Forbes Business Centre
Kempson Way 

Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk 

IP32 7AR

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc Pelham to Rayleigh Overhead Line Reinforcement
Compulsory Purchase Order 2026 Objection

We are writing regarding your objection to the above Compulsory Purchase Order dated 18 June 2026. 
We have noted your objection and would like to work with you, and your agent, to give you the comfort 
you need to remove your objection. Our primary objective at this stage is to arrange discussions with 
Objectors to the scheme, and give them clarity on the Offer of Terms, the proposed land rights and the 
project programme in the hope that terms can be agreed and the objection to the CPO withdrawn.

We note your response regarding the lack of engagement to date, National Grid considers that 
meaningful engagement has been central to the Project from an early stage. National Grid, supported by 
Savills began engaging with affected landowners from September 2025. Engagement has included Land 
Information Questionnaires, invitations to discuss the Project, meetings, correspondence, telephone 
discussions and voluntary rights offers issued before the making of the Order. The purpose has been to 
explain the Project, understand individual circumstances and seek to secure the necessary rights by 
agreement wherever possible.

National Grid considers that it has undertaken reasonable engagement with affected parties and has 
acted in accordance with Government guidance encouraging acquisition by agreement before reliance on 
compulsory purchase powers. Although some Objectors may have sought further engagement or may 
disagree with the outcome of discussions, National Grid respectfully considers that this does not, of itself, 
demonstrate an absence of engagement, however, National Grid understands the importance of ongoing 
discussions and engagement and would therefore request that if you require any further information, 
please reach out to us with any questions you may still have regarding the project

Engagement has continued following the making of the Order, including public information events at 
Wickford on 8 July 2026 and Braintree on 14 July 2026. National Grid remains willing to continue 
discussions with affected parties to address outstanding concerns and, where possible, reach agreement 
without reliance on compulsory acquisition.

We note your comments concerning the sufficiency of the rights sought and welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further with you.

The Tower Working Areas have been identified using standard overhead line construction methodology 
and represent the minimum extent of land reasonably required to facilitate the safe construction of the 
proposed transmission infrastructure. Their extent is determined by National Grid safety requirements, 
including exclusion zones, access for personnel and equipment, and the safe execution of construction 
activities. Happy to discuss further on site 

Associated oversail rights have been carefully assessed by WSP and National Grid and are limited to 
those areas necessary to accommodate construction activities that cannot reasonably be contained within 
the Tower Working Areas. The land interests sought are proportionate, justified and necessary to ensure 
the safe and efficient delivery of the project.



We believe the above addresses the points you have raised. If you are satisfied with these assurances, 
we respectfully request that you formally withdraw your objection by emailing 
John.McKenna@energysecurity.gov.uk or by writing to 

Head of Electricity Network Planning Team,  
Energy Infrastructure Delivery, 
Energy Development, 
Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, 
3-8 Whitehall Place, 
London,  
SW1A 2AW 

If this letter does not provide the assurances you need to remove the objection, we would be delighted to 

Yours sincerely,  
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