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Introduction
National Grid is committed to engaging and consulting 
communities and stakeholders, giving people the opportunity 
to provide feedback and insight that will help shape the design 
of Grimsby to Walpole. 

As a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project, 
our approach to engagement is guided by the 
requirements of the Planning Act 2008 and 
government guidance as set out in Planning 
Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects.

We undertook Stage 1 non-statutory consultation in 
relation to the Project between 18 January and 13 
March 2024. Following this, we considered feedback 
from the local community, alongside outputs from 
ongoing engagement with stakeholders, technical 
assessments and environmental surveys to further 
develop the proposals.

We then held a Stage 2 consultation on our refined 
plans between 11 June and 6 August 2025. At 
this stage, the proposals were detailed, presenting 
a proposed route alignment, substations, and 
associated infrastructure.

However, at this stage, the design and siting 
of the substation infrastructure at Weston Marsh 
was still being considered and therefore, the Stage 
2 consultation presented a Refined Weston Marsh 
Substation Siting Zone. This showed the proposed 
location for substation infrastructure with 
a commitment that more detail would be 
consulted on later.

Following engagement with energy generators, 
and ongoing surveys, design for ‘Route section 
5: New Weston Marsh Substations A and B’ 
has now been prepared for consultation, as part 
of the DCO planning process. At this consultation, 
we are presenting the equivalent level of detail for 
Route section 5, as was presented for other Route 
sections of the Project at Stage 2 consultation.

We are therefore undertaking a targeted consultation 
to gather feedback on this section of the proposals. 
This consultation will be undertaken in accordance 
with the principles of the Grimsby to Walpole Stage 
2 consultation, as outlined in the Statement of 
Community Consultation (SoCC).

Our approach to consultation
We are presenting our proposals for Route section 5: 
New Weston Marsh Substations A and B, as part of the 
Grimsby to Walpole DCO.  

We are also presenting information regarding the 
TCPA and S37 applications that form an earlier phase 
of development. Aligning the consultation for both 
consenting routes will support interested parties 
to understand the full picture of our plans for 
Weston Marsh. 

The consultation will run between 18 November 
and 11:59pm on 19 December 2025. All feedback 
received will be carefully considered as we develop 
our proposals.

As outlined in paragraph 6.4 of the Grimsby to 
Walpole Statement of Community Consultation 
(SoCC), the consultation for Route section 5: New 
Weston Marsh Substations A and B, as part of the 
DCO application, will be undertaken so far as relevant, 
practicable and proportionate, in accordance with  
the principles and methods set out in the Grimsby  
to Walpole SoCC. The SoCC can be found in 
Appendix B of this document.

Within this Weston Marsh targeted consultation 
approach document, we have listed the engagement 
activities outlined in the SoCC, and how we propose 
to undertake these activities as part of the Weston 
Marsh targeted consultation.

Consulting locally
The PCZ includes all residential properties, 
businesses and community organisations 
with property postcodes within 1 km of 
the Project Area of the proposals for both 
planning application processes (also known 
as the draft order limits). This PCZ includes 
approximately 946 addresses. A copy of 
the PCZ can be found in Appendix A.

An updated (SCZ) has been developed, 
extending 5 km around the Project Area, 
whereby wider publicity of the Project will take 
place. The SCZ can be found in Appendix A.

The proposals for Weston Marsh have been 
further refined since the Refined Weston 
Marsh Substation Siting Zone presented at the 
Stage 2 consultation and therefore the PCZ 
and SCZ have been updated accordingly.

Timing of consultation
The consultation on our proposals for 
Weston Marsh will be open for 31 days. 
This duration will provide people with an 
appropriate amount of time to review the 
information presented for both construction 
phases and to respond to the consultation. 
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Weston Marsh targeted 
consultation activities
The consultation will be open to anyone who 
is interested in the Project and National Grid 
will have regard to all consultation feedback 
received by the relevant statutory consultation 
deadline when developing our designs further.

Method Suggested approach in relation to SoCC

Project 
website 

All consultation documents will be hosted on the Project website throughout 
the consultation and planning process.

Public 
information 
events

Paper copies of selected consultation materials will be made available at two 
public information events. More information on Public information events can 
be found in Table 3.

Local 
information 
points

While no longer a statutory requirement, in addition to being available online, 
National Grid will seek to ensure that key consultation materials are available 
to view at multiple venues within the vicinity of the proposals during the 
consultation period. 

The materials available at the local information points to collect will include:

•	 Weston Marsh targeted consultation document

•	 Community newsletter

•	 Feedback form

•	 Non-technical summary (NTS) of the SPEIR

•	 USB sticks including SPEIR.

Further to these, various materials will be available to as reference copies 
to inspect at the local information points, but not take away. These include:

•	 Weston Marsh targeted consultation approach document

•	 Strategic options report

•	 Supplementary design development report

•	 Section 5 consultation feedback report.

More information about Local information points can be found in Table 5.

Document 
requests

Following the launch of the Weston Marsh targeted consultation, consultees 
will be able to request paper copies of consultation documents. The 
documents that will be made available, on request free of charge will be:

•	 Weston Marsh targeted consultation document

•	 Community newsletter

•	 Feedback form

•	 Non-technical summary (NTS) of the SPEIR

•	 Weston Marsh targeted consultation approach document.

Paper copies of other technical documents, including the SPEIR, will be 
available on request. To cover printing costs a reasonable charge may apply, 
to be paid for by the recipient and up to a maximum value of £500 
for the whole suite of consultation documents.

Requests can be made by contacting the Community Relations Team, who 
will also consider requests for alternative formats of documents, such as 
braille, speaking text and alternative languages, on a case-by-case basis.

Table 1: Consultation materials

National Grid has developed a range of consultation materials to help people 
understand the proposals for Weston Marsh, why consent is sought via two 
different planning regimes, and how interested parties can provide feedback.  
These will be available online, at our public information events, at local 
information points and to be sent in the mail, by request.

These materials will include, but are not limited to:

•	 Weston Marsh targeted consultation document

•	 Community newsletter

•	 Feedback form

•	 Supplementary Preliminary Environmental Information Report (SPEIR)

•	 Non-technical summary (NTS) of the SPEIR

•	 Design development report

•	 Section 5 consultation feedback report

•	 Project plans / Project area maps

•	 Consultation banners

•	 Interactive project map

•	 Weston Marsh targeted consultation approach document

•	 Guide to interacting with our consultation plans.

The methods to make consultation documents available are set out in Table 1.
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Method Suggested approach in relation to SoCC

Press release A press release publicising the upcoming consultation and 
how the community can get involved will be issued ahead of 
the consultation. The distribution list will be more limited than 
the Grimsby to Walpole Stage 2 consultation, circulating only 
to press outlets with a readership relevant to the proposals 
for Weston Marsh. 

The distribution list is likely to include the following media:

•	 Lincolnshire Echo

•	 Boston Standard

•	 Wisbech Standard

•	 Lynn News

•	 Spalding Today 

•	 local BBC news outlets

•	 local radio stations.

Newspapers and 
advertisements

National Grid will advertise the consultation in locally circulated 
newspapers and online. 

Advertisements will be placed in both print and digital 
publications to ensure wider coverage within and beyond 
the PCZ and SCZ. 

Emails and letters National Grid will send, via email and by post, letters about 
the consultation and how to get involved, to the following:

•	 all consultees prescribed under s42 of the Planning Act

•	 non-prescribed consultees, including but not limited to, 
elected councillors within the PCZ, community organisations, 
underrepresented groups and others

•	 those that have registered for updates on the Grimsby to 
Walpole proposals.

Table 2: Promoting the consultation

All residential properties, businesses and community organisations with property postcodes 
within the Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) will be notified of the start of the consultation 
in a variety of ways, including through a Community newsletter. A map showing the PCZ 
(approximately 946 addresses) can be found in Appendix A.

A range of other methods will be used to promote the consultation to local communities, 
set out in Table 2. These methods are in accordance with, and proportionate to, the 
methods outlined in the Grimsby to Walpole SoCC.

Statutory notices To publicise the Weston Marsh targeted consultation, as part 
of the Grimsby to Walpole DCO, National Grid will:

•	 publish the Section 47 statutory notice in locally circulating 
newspapers 

•	 publicise the Section 48 notice – once in a national 
newspaper and the Gazette and twice in locally circulating 
newspapers.

Information posters National Grid will produce posters that include details of the 
consultation, how to access Project information, and how to 
get involved. These will be available online and a digital copy 
shared with stakeholders, including parish councils, to help 
them raise awareness of the consultation.

Social media National Grid will publicise the consultation via social media 
which may include National Grid UK’s X (formerly Twitter) 
and Facebook accounts, @NationalGridUK. 
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Date and Time Venue

Friday 28 November 2025 
2–7pm 

Weston Village Hall, Small Drove, Weston, Spalding,
PE12 6HU

Saturday 29 November 2025 
11am–4pm

Moulton Seas End Village Hall, 21 Seas End Road, 
Moulton Seas End, Spalding, PE12 6LE

Table 3: Public information events

Public information events will be held for communities to find out information about the 
Project and the consultation and talk to representatives from the Project team. The events 
will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ. 
These venues, dates and times are set out in Table 3.

Date and Time Webinar

3 December 2025 
6:30–7:30pm 

Weston Marsh Substations A and B (including proposals 
for an earlier phase of development)

Table 4: Webinar

We will hold one webinar during the consultation period, providing information about both 
phases of development at Weston Marsh.

The date, time and topic of the webinar is set out in Table 4. People will be able to sign 
up to the webinar via the Project website, or by contacting National Grid by using the 
contact details.

National Grid intends to record and publish the webinar on the Project website.

Table 5: Local information points

Paper copies of the Weston Marsh targeted consultation document, Community newsletter, 
Feedback form, Non-technical summary of the SPEIR and Weston Marsh targeted 
consultation approach document will be available to take away at the following locations 
throughout the consultation period.

Reference copies of the Strategic options report, Design development report and Non-
technical summary of the SPEIR are also available at these locations, as well as USB sticks 
containing the SPEIR.

Locations, addresses and opening hours of these local information points are set out 
in Table 5. Please check with the relevant venue for the most up-to-date opening times.

Location Address Opening hours

Spalding Library Victoria Street, 
Spalding, PE11 1EA 

Monday  
Tuesday  
Wednesday  
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday
Sunday

9am-5pm 
9am-5pm 
9am-5pm 
9am-6pm 
9am-5pm 
9am-1pm 
Closed

Long Sutton 
Library

Trafalgar Square, 
Long Sutton, Spalding, 
PE12 9HB

Monday  
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday
Sunday

2-6pm 
10am-5pm 
Closed 
2-6pm 
10am-5pm 
10am-1pm  
Closed
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Underrepresented 
and local interest groups

We want to ensure that all our engagement and 
consultation is inclusive, and we want to reach 
those who otherwise may not engage with us. 
Our approach for engaging with underrepresented 
and local interest groups will consider the local 
requirements of identifi ed groups. 

In accordance with our commitment in the Grimsby 
to Walpole SoCC, all identifi ed underrepresented and 
local interest groups will be contacted by letter at the 
launch of the consultation. They will be encouraged 
to request alternative formats of consultation 
materials, where appropriate.

As set out in the Grimsby to Walpole SoCC, we 
will seek to engage and encourage feedback from:

• older people

• people with visual impairments

• people with limited mobility / disability

• youth groups

• carers and families with young children

• economically inactive individuals

• geographically isolated individuals or communities

• locally underrepresented minority groups 
 (such as black, Asia and minority ethnicity

• english as an Additional Language (EAL)

• travelers

• digitally isolated.

More details of the methods we propose to engage 
these underrepresented and local interest groups 
can be found in the Grimsby to Walpole SoCC 
in Appendix B.

Stakeholder briefi ngs 
and meetings

National Grid will offer briefi ngs and/or 
meetings with the following stakeholders 
in the run-up to, or during the consultation:

• MPs, where all or part of their constituencies 
lie within either consultation zone

• elected representatives of district and county 
councils within the PCZ

• parish councils, where all or part of the 
parish falls within the draft Order Limits,   
and neighbouring parish councils.

• local authorities, including neighbouring 
authorities and the Combined Mayoral   
Authority for Lincolnshire

• key prescribed consultees, 
 such as Natural England

• persons with an Interest in Land (PILs) 
 under Sections 42(1)(d) of the Act.

National Grid will consider meetings with other 
organisations and individuals upon request.
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completing the feedback form online via the 
Project website nationalgrid.com/g-w. 

providing feedback by email 
(contact@g-w.nationalgrid.com) 

completing a paper feedback form available 
at our public information events, local 
information points or by downloading and 
printing a copy from our website. Paper 
Feedback forms can be returned free 
of charge using the Freepost address 
FREEPOST G TO W (no stamp required). 

Comments received via any other method than those 
listed above may not be formally recorded as part 
of the consultation. 

Comments given orally, such as via telephone on 
0808 258 4395 or at public information events will 
only be considered in exceptional circumstances 
on a case-by-case basis where someone may not 
otherwise be able to respond to the consultation.

All responses must be submitted by 11:59pm on 
Friday 19 December 2025. Feedback submissions 
sent via post will be accepted for up-to fi ve working 
days after this date. 

All feedback will be handled in accordance with all 
applicable laws concerning the protection of personal 
data, including the UK General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR).

Responses may be made public within the 
Consultation Report submitted as part of our 
DCO application or the Statement of Community 
Involvement submitted as part of our TCPA 
application.

More information on how National Grid will use the 
information collected about respondents will be made 
available in the Feedback form and on the Project’s 
website during the consultation period.

Methods of responding 
to the consultation
Interested parties will be able to submit their feedback 
on our plans for Route section 5: New Weston Marsh 
Substation A and B, as part of the Grimsby to Walpole 
DCO, and the plans to deliver infrastructure early via 
a TCPA and s37 application in the following ways:
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Appendix B – Grimsby to Walpole 
Statement of Community ConsultationAppendices

Appendix A – Weston Marsh targeted consultation 
primary consultation zone (PCZ) and secondary 
consultation zone (SCZ)
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