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Introduction

Introduction

This report has been prepared on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
(NGET) who seek to construct and operate the Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement
Project (the ‘Project’).

This report concerns the section of the Project relating to Wider Works (the proposed
works) and is a Technical Appendix to the Environmental Statement (ES) Volume 6,
Chapter 5: Likely Significant Effects being submitted as part of the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA), which accompanies the consent applications for the Project.

Description of the Project

This document considers the Wider Works elements comprising:

e Installation of approximately 23.5 kilometres (km) of fibre optic cable along the
existing 4ZC overhead line between Tower 4ZC070 and 4Z2C140.

e Installation and replacement of fittings on the SPEN circuit on the 4ZC overhead line
for approximately 8 km between Tower 4Z2C044 and 4ZC070 to remove existing 132
kilovolt (kV) conductors and replace with 400 kV conductors and replacement of the
earthwire with Optical Ground Wire (OPGW).

e Installation and replacement of fittings on the SPEN circuit on the on the 4ZC
overhead line for approximately 6.5 km between Tower 4ZC005 and 4ZC027 to
remove existing 132 kV conductors and replace with 400 kV conductors and
replacement of the earthwire with OPGW.

Introduction to the Great Crested Newt Report

This report details the approach and findings of great crested newt (Triturus cristatus)
surveys undertaken for the Wider Works element of the Project and has been prepared
for NGET. Baseline data presented in this document has been used to inform the
assessment in the ES Volume 6, Chapter 5: Likely Significant Effects.

This report is supported by Figure 6.5 F.1: Pond Locations, HSI and eDNA Results.

This document refers to the relevant wildlife legislation summarised in Section 2.

Study Area and Survey Areas

This document describes the results of habitat suitability assessments (HSIs) and
environmental DNA (eDNA) analysis of ponds to determine likely presence or likely
absence of great crested newt in the Wider Works site and a buffer 250 metres (m)
beyond it.
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The Study Area discussed in this report is defined as the boundary of the Wider Works
site and a 2 km buffer. This area was used for the desk-based assessment to collate
existing ecological records relating to great crested newt.

Terrestrial habitat loss associated with Wider Works is localised and relatively small
(typically between 500 and 5,000 square metres (m?) at each tower location), with
vegetation temporarily removed to facilitate the proposed works and then replaced or
allowed to re-establish. There will also be temporary access routes required for each
working area location; however, these will primarily use existing farm tracks and roads
wherever available. No ponds are being directly impacted.

A 250 m Survey Area was appropriate for Wider Works due to the reasons stated in
paragraph 1.3.6. Although great crested newt can travel up to and further than 500 m
from breeding ponds, the majority remain in 250 m of ponds, and beyond this distance
the likelihood of encountering a great crested newt is considered very low (Ref 1.1).

Objectives

The purpose of this assessment is to determine the status of great crested newt within
the Survey Area through desk-based and field-based surveys. Additional detail on the
methods used are provided in Section 3 of this report. The great crested newt
assessment was undertaken to:

e Identify and assess water bodies present within the Survey Area (where there may
be potential for direct or indirect effects as result of the proposed works) for their
potential to support great crested newt.

e Determine the status of great crested newt within the Survey Area.

e Evaluate the nature conservation value of the habitats within the Survey Area for
great crested newt to provide baseline evidence to support the ecological impact
assessment.

e Identify any mitigation requirements for the proposed works to prevent or reduce
negative impacts to great crested newts.

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project
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Relevant Legislation and Planning
Policy

Introduction

This section lists the legislation, planning policy framework and guidance that is relevant
to great crested newt.

More detailed information can be found in ES Volume 8, Appendix 1.1.A: Legislation,
Policy and Guidance.

Statutory Legislation
Legislation for great crested newt in the UK and Wales relevant to this assessment is:

e The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) (Ref
2.1).

e Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) ( Ref 2.2).
e Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (as amended) (Ref 2.3).

e Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) Act 2006 (as amended)
(Ref 2.4).

The UK is no longer a member of the European Union (EU). However, EU legislation
that applied directly or indirectly to the UK before 11.00 p.m. on 31 December 2020 has
been retained in UK law as a form of domestic legislation known as retained EU
legislation.

The Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and Welsh Ministers
have made changes to parts of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations
2017 (referred to as the 2017 Regulations) (Ref 2.1), which translate the Habitats
Directive into UK law, so that they operate effectively. Most of these changes involve
transferring functions from the European Commission to the appropriate authorities in
the UK. All other processes or terms in the 2017 Regulations remain unchanged and
existing guidance is still relevant.

Great crested newt are protected under Regulation 43 of the 2017 Regulations as
amended by the 2019 Regulations. This makes it an offence to deliberately capture,
injure or kill a great crested newt; deliberately disturb a great crested newt; or to
damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place used by a great crested newt.

Deliberate capture or killing is taken to include “accepting the possibility” of such
capture or killing. Deliberate disturbance of animals includes, in particular, any
disturbance that is likely a) to impair their ability (i) to survive, to breed or reproduce, or
to rear or nurture their young, or (ii) in the case of animals of hibernating or migratory
species, to hibernate or migrate; or b) to affect significantly the local distribution or
abundance of the species to which they belong.
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Where development works are at risk of causing one or more of the offences listed
above, a mitigation licence from Natural Resources Wales (NRW) can be applied for to
facilitate the works that would otherwise be illegal.

Great crested newt are also protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 (as amended) (Ref 2.2). This makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly
obstruct access to any structure or place used for shelter or protection or disturb an
animal in such a place.

Lower levels of disturbance not covered by the Conservation of Habitats and Species

Regulations 2017 remain an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as

amended) although a defence is available where such actions are the incidental result
of a lawful activity that could not reasonably be avoided.

The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (Ref 2.3) provides Wales’ approach to planning and
managing natural resources at a national and local level (Part 1 of the Act). Section 7 of
Part 1 of this Act (“Biodiversity lists and duty to take steps to maintain and enhance
biodiversity”) of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (Ref 2.3) replaces the duty in section
40 of the Natural environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 (Ref 2.4). The
Welsh Ministers will publish, review and revise lists of living organisms and types of
habitats in Wales that they consider are of key significance to sustain and improve
biodiversity in relation to Wales.

Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 places a duty on public authorities to
‘seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity’ so far as it is consistent with the proper
exercise of those functions. In so doing, public authorities must also seek to ‘promote
the resilience of ecosystems’. The duty replaces the Section 40 duty in the NERC Act in
relation to Wales and applies to those authorities that fell within the previous duty.

The Welsh Ministers must also take all reasonable steps to maintain and enhance the
living organisms and types of habitats included in any list published under this Section
and encourage others to take such steps.

Part 1 of the Act, including Sections 6 and 7, came into force on 21 May 2016.

Natural Resources Wales Licences

Any operations that may impact on great crested newt or their breeding sites and
resting places, may require a NRW European Protected Species (EPS) Mitigation
Licence (Ref 2.5). An EPS Mitigation Licence is required where development or
construction activity will impact great crested newt through:

e Maintaining, restoring, or destroying ponds or water bodies.

e Introducing fish into ponds used by great crested newt.

e Removal of vegetation, scrub, brash piles used by great crested newt.
e Excavations and other ground works.

e Surveys using torches, nets, or traps.

In the first instance, impacts to great crested newt should be avoided through
considerate construction practices, such as the implementation of “buffer zones” from
known places of shelter and breeding.
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Where such buffer zones cannot be implemented it is likely that the works will require a
licence from NRW. The licence application will include a method statement using a
NRW template that will stipulate how great crested newts will benefit from mitigation
measures, habitat creation, habitat management and habitat maintenance.

Planning Policy

National Policy

Government planning policy guidance throughout the UK requires local planning
authorities to take account of the conservation of protected species when determining
planning or development consent applications. This makes the presence of a protected
species a material consideration when assessing a development proposal.

In Wales this is implemented through Planning Policy Wales - Edition 12 (PPW (12)),
February 2024 (Ref 2.6), supplemented by a series of Technical Advice Notes (TANs)
(Ref 2.7), which sets out the land use planning polices of the Welsh Government.

Chapter 6 of PPW (12) sets out the Welsh Government’s objectives for the natural
heritage of Wales, which includes the safeguarding of protected species. It states that
‘the presence of a species protected under European or UK legislation, or under Section
7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, is a material consideration when a planning
authority is considering a development proposal which, if carried out, would be likely to
result in disturbance or harm to the species or its habitat . It also states that ‘an
ecological survey to confirm whether a protected species is present and an assessment
of the likely impact of the development on a protected species may be required in order
to inform the development management process.’

PPW (12) includes a step-wise approach to protecting and enhancing biodiversity and
building resilient ecological networks by ensuring that any adverse environmental
effects are minimised and mitigated. Additionally, PPW (12) also includes the following
objectives:

e ‘Secure the maintenance and enhancement of ecosystem resilience and resilient
ecological networks by improving diversity, extent, condition, and connectivity’.

e ‘The contribution of the designated site to wide resilient ecological networks should
be recognised and captured as part of a strategic approach to planning policy and
decision making'.

e ‘Proposed SSSIs [Sites of Special Scientific Interest] will be treated in the same way
as notified SSSIs’.

e ‘Policies for non-statutory sites should make it clear that such designations do not
preclude appropriate developments where there are no adverse impacts on the
features for which a site is designated and on wider ecosystem resilience’.

Local Policy

The following local planning policies, set out in the Anglesey and Gwynedd Joint Local
Development Plan 2011 — 2026 (Ref 2.8), relate to ecology and nature conservation
and, in combination with other planning policies, will guide local authority expectations
in relation to the proposed works:

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project 7
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e Strategic Policy PS 19 relates to conserving and enhancing the natural environment.
e Policy AMG 4 relates to coastal protection.

e Policy AMG 5 relates to the protection and enhancement of local biodiversity.

e Policy AMG 6 relates to protecting sites of regional or local significance.

Following a decision by Cyngor Gwynedd and the Isle of Anglesey County Council to
cease the joint working agreement on Planning Policy matters on 31 March 2023, the
Gwynedd Planning Policy Service has been established.

The process of preparing a new Local Development Plan (LDP) for the Gwynedd Local
Planning Authority area only has commenced. The new LDP will cover a period
between 2024 and 2039. The Anglesey and Gwynedd Joint LDP continues to provide
the local policy framework for decisions on planning applications, until the Gwynedd
LDP is adopted.

The following local policy is also relevant to Ecology and Nature Conservation;

e Anglesey and Gwynedd Joint Local Development Plan Review Report (Ref 2.9).
e Eryri Local Development Plan 2016 - 2031 (Ref 2.10).

e Eryri Local Development Plan Review Report 2023 (Ref 2.11).

Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP)

As a result of devolution, as well as new country-level and international drivers and
requirements, much of the work previously carried out by the UK Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) is now focussed at a country-level rather than a UK-level. The UK BAP was
succeeded in July 2012 by the 'UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework'. The UK list of
priority species and habitats, however, remains an important reference source and has
been used to help draw up statutory lists of priorities in England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland. In Wales, the current lists are those under Part 1, Section 7 of the
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (Ref 2.3).

The national strategy for biodiversity is delivered at local level via Local Biodiversity
Action Plans (LBAPs). Species and habitats of local conservation concern or value are
included in the LBAP and an action plan is created for each species and certain habitat
types (respectively termed Species Action Plans and Habitat Action Plans).

The LBAP relevant to Wider Works is the Natur Gwynedd LBAP for Gwynedd,
developed by a partnership of organisations and individuals (Ref 2.12).

The Wales Biodiversity Partnership (WBP) brings together key members from the
public, private and voluntary sectors to promote and monitor biodiversity and ecosystem
action in Wales. WBP provides a leadership role and an expert steer on priorities for
action on biodiversity and ecosystems in Wales. The WBP Steering Group has now
formally disbanded, and the biodiversity action work programme has been taken on by
the Wales Biodiversity Strategy Board (WBSB) and the WBP working groups.



3.1

3.1.1

3.2

3.2.1

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project

Methodology

Desk Study
The objectives of the desk study were to review existing information to identify the
following:

e Internationally and nationally designated sites for great crested newt, up to 2 km
from the Wider Works site using data provided by North Wales Environmental
Information Service (Cofnod), last obtained in November 2024, and the Multi Agency
Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website (Ref 3.1).

e Designated sites for great crested newt, up to 2 km from the Wider Works site using
data provided by Cofnod, last obtained in November 2024.

e Existing records for great crested newt from the last 10 years up to 2 km from the
Wider Works site using data provided by Cofnod, last obtained in 2024; and,

e Water bodies in 250 m of the Wider Works site using aerial photographs and
Ordnance Survey (OS) maps.

OS maps help to identify the presence of water bodies within the Survey Area and to
help establish if the land within the Survey Area is potentially suitable for great crested
newt. They also helped to establish any potential barriers to great crested newt
movement between the Wider Works site and the ponds. This species can use suitable
terrestrial habitat up to 500 m from a breeding pond, though there is a notable decrease
in great crested newt abundance beyond 250 m from a breeding pond.

Field Surveys

Habitat Suitability

A total of nine accessible ponds were identified in the desk study in 250 m of the Wider
Works site. These were assessed for their suitability to support great crested newt using
the Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) (Ref 3.2, Ref 3.3) between May and June 2024. The
HSI incorporates 10 suitability indices that affect the suitability of a waterbody to support
great crested newt. The suitability indices are:

e Sl1 —location (categorisation according to geographic location);

e SI2 —pond area;

e SI3 - pond drying;

e Sl4 — water quality (based on abundance and diversity of invertebrate community);
e SI5 — shade (estimated perimeter shading May-September);

e SI6 — presence of waterfowl;

e SI7 — presence of fish;
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e SI8 — pond count (number of ponds in 1 km of survey pond not separated by major
barriers, divided by pi);

e SI9 — terrestrial habitat; and,
e SI10 — macrophytes (estimated percentage cover).

Each variable is assessed and scored separately, then scores are combined to provide
a numerical index between 0 and 1, using the following equation:

e HSI = (SI1*SI2*SI3*Sl4*Sls*Sle*Sl7*Sls*Slo*Sl10) 10,

The categorisation of the final HSI score to evaluate pond suitability is outlined in Table
3-1.

Table 3-1 — Categorisation of HSI scores

HSI Score Pond Suitability

<0.5 Poor <0.5 Poor

0.5-0.59 Below Average 0.5-0.59 Below Average
0.6-0.69 Average 0.6-0.69 Average
0.7-0.79 Good 0.7-0.79 Good

>0.8 Excellent >0.8 Excellent

3.24

3.25

3.2.6

3.2.7

Source: Oldham, et. al., 2000 (Ref 3.2)

eDNA Analysis

Eight water bodies were subject to great crested newt eDNA testing by a surveyor (and
assistant) holding or accredited (by a holder) under the NRW great crested newt survey
licence between mid-April and the end of June 2024.

eDNA refers to DNA that can be extracted from environmental samples such as water,
soil or faeces without first isolating any target organism. All living organisms leave
traces of their DNA in the environment, enabling detection through collection and
testing. In relation to great crested newt, this comprises the collection of water samples
from water bodies.

The water bodies were not entered by surveyors during sample collection and new,
sterile equipment was used for each waterbody to prevent contamination between
samples. Samples were subject to laboratory analysis by SureScreen Scientifics
through a process of Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR), which detect the presence of
great crested newt DNA.

Negative results from eDNA surveys are accepted as evidence of likely absence of
great crested newt from the waterbody in question, and further survey is not then
required. As all samples were taken in the optimum survey window, a negative result
can be relied upon for confirming absence of great crested newt. Positive results

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project 10
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indicate that great crested newt DNA is present in a waterbody, though does not give
sufficient information to estimate population size.

Field surveys strictly followed the protocol set out in the WC1067 Technical Advice Note
(Ref 3.4).

Assumptions and Limitations

Information obtained from a desk study is dependent upon people and organisations
having made and submitted records for the area of interest. A lack of records for
habitats or species does not necessarily mean that those habitats or species do not
occur with Study Area. Likewise, the presence of desk study records for habitats and
species does not automatically mean that these still occur in or are relevant in the
context of the Study Area.

Only nine ponds could be subject to HSI assessments due to access restrictions.

Of the nine ponds that were subject to HSI assessment, only 8 were subject to eDNA
analysis due to access restrictions (access was granted for the HSI but was not granted
for eDNA sampling).

The elements of the Wider Works considered here are part of maintenance of the
existing overhead line and do not comprise development requiring a new consent (such
as planning permission). National Grid and its contractor liaise with owners and
occupiers of land on the details of works sites and accesses to be used. These details
may be refined as work progresses. Where specific licences may be required because
of designations or presence of protected species, these are obtained before work
commences in areas where these apply.

Data has been gathered where possible to provide a baseline assessment of these
elements of the Project. Results of surveys conducted may no longer be valid at the
time of the works and pre-construction surveys may be required to provide up to date
and necessary data to inform any required licence applications and mitigation
requirements. These will be secured in compliance with a site-specific Construction and
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). This is not a significant limitation as the
route of the existing overhead line is already fixed, with working areas known to be
required around each pylon, and most works are required at height. Assessment of the
likely effects on great crested newt can be informed by the data gathered to date.
Anticipated requirements for mitigation can be stated with acknowledgement that
distribution of great crested newt can change prior to construction, and may need to be
informed by pre-construction surveys that refer to finalised details of works and access.

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project 11
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Results

Desk Study

The data search from Cofnod did not return any great crested newt records in 2 km of
the Wider Works site.

There are no statutory or non-statutory sites designated for great crested newt in 2 km
of the Wider Works site.

Thirty-nine ponds were identified on OS and aerial mapping in 250 m of the Wider
Works site. Twelve ponds were screened out of HSI and eDNA assessments for the
following reasons:

e P6.41 and P6.44 were screened out due to the presence of the A487 between the
ponds and Wider Works, which presents a barrier to great crested newt dispersion;

e P6.23, P6.26, P6.28, P6.29, P6.35, P6.40 and P6.50 were not present or dry; and

e P4.15/P6.58, D4.1/D6.60and P6.65 were in streams or where a flow was present.
The locations of ponds within 250 m of the Wider Works site are shown on
Appendix A, Figure 6.5 F.1: Pond Locations, HSI and eDNA Results.

Appendix A, Figure 6.5 F.1: Pond Locations, HSI and eDNA Results show
additional ponds that are now not in 250 m of the Wider Works site due to changes in
the Wider Works site boundary, these additional ponds have been included for
information and context and to inform any future changes but are not included in this
assessment. The ponds outside of the 250 m buffer of the Wider Works site are P6.1,
P6.5, P6.9, P6.10, P6.13, P6.14, P6.16, P6.17, P6.18, P6.19, P6.20, P6.21, P6.22,
P6.30, P6.31, P6.36, P6.43, P6.45, P6.46, P6.49, P6.51, P6.52, P6.53, P6.54, P6.55,
P6.56, P4.14/P6.59, P6.63, P6.66 and P6.70.

The ponds have been given numbers as shown in Appendix A, Figure 6.5 F.1, some
of which display two numbers, this is due to crossovers between the Wider Works site
and the other elements of the Project in which the pond or drain has been given one
number for Wider Works and another in adjacent elements of the Project.

Field Surveys

Habitat Suitability Index Assessment

A HSI assessment was undertaken on nine ponds between May and June 2024. The
HSI assessment identified one pond (P6.24) with Excellent suitability, four ponds
(P6.62, P6.64, P6.67 and P6.68) with Good suitability, one pond (P4.2/P6.61) with
Average suitability, one pond (P6.32) with Below Average suitability and two ponds
(P6.33 and P6.34) with Poor suitability. Summary results of the HSI assessments are
presented in Table 4-1 below. Photographs of surveyed ponds are in Appendix A.

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project



eDNA Results

422 Two ponds (P6.24 and P6.62) were not subject to eDNA as it was not possible to
access these ponds at the time of the survey. The eDNA samples from the seven ponds
that were sampled were analysed by SureScreen Scientifics. All samples analysed were
negative for great crested newt eDNA, except pond P6.68 which returned a positive
result for great crested newt eDNA.

423 Laboratory checks for sample degradation and inhibition checks were all passed and
the results can therefore be considered conclusive for great crested newt presence or
likely absence. The laboratory results can be made available upon request.

Table 4-1: HSI and eDNA Results Summary

Pond ID

Pond Distance from
description Wider Works
site

HSI score HSI

suitability

eDNA
result

Survey date

P6.67

P6.62

P6.64

P6.68

P6.33

Open 121 m south
waterbody

in felled

woodland

connected

to stream

Holding 30 m east
pool

connected

to larger

reservoir

Moderately 30 m south
sized pond

in grazed

field with

gently

sloping

banks

Large water 30 m north-west
body

between

grazed

farmland

and

woodland

with small

island

Large open 222 m north-east
water body
with island

0.76

0.74

0.79

0.76

0.49

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project

Good

Good

Good

Good

Poor

Negative

N/A

Unable to
access

Negative

Positive

Negative

17 May 2024

N/A

2 May 2024

30 April 2024

27 June 2024

13



Pond ID Pond Distance from HSI score HSI eDNA Survey date
description Wider Works suitability result
site

surrounded

by
grassland

P6.34 Large open 221 m north-west 0.50 Poor Negative 27 June 2024
waterbody,
surrounded
by tall
grasses
and reeds

P6.32 Large open 221 m north-west 0.56 Below Negative 27 June 2024
waterbody, Average
surrounded
by tall
grasses
and reeds

P6.24 Large 248 m north- west 0.93 Excellent N/A N/A

waterbody Unable to

with access
submerged

and
emergent
vegetation
present
dominated
by reeds

P.4.2/P6.61 Ornamental 200 m south 0.66 Average Negative 26 June 2024
pond set in
concrete -
former lily
pond

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project 14



Discussion

The desk study returned no recent or historic records of great crested newt in the Study
Area. There are no designated sites in the Study Area which are known to support great
crested newt.

Based on the eDNA sampling completed, great crested newt can be considered absent
from five ponds: P6.33; P6.34, P4.2/P6.61, P6.64 and P6.67.

Ponds P6.24 and P6.62 were not subject to eDNA sampling in 2024 and great crested
newt presence cannot be ruled out in these ponds at this time.

Great crested newt should be considered present at pond P6.68, due to a positive
eDNA result. However only one of 12 samples from the pond tested positive for great
crested newt eDNA. The interpretation of this result could mean that great crested newt
are present at low densities, and, based on the precautionary principle, this is the
recommended approach in the absence of further information. However, the result could
also be the result of contamination, such as great crested newt DNA being introduced to
the pond by other animals. It is recommended that eDNA sampling is repeated at pond
P6.68, or manual surveys (e.g. bottle trapping, torch and egg searches) are undertaken
to corroborate this result or prove likely absence of great crested newt.

Further Surveys

As the Wider Works design progresses, HSI and eDNA surveys should be completed
on any ponds screened in (when detailed design and working methods are finalised),
prior to construction, and in time to ensure necessary NRW licence applications can be
obtained and appropriate mitigation put in place.

It is also recommended that the positive result at pond P6.68 is confirmed by a repeat
eDNA test, or through manual surveying.

Water bodies should be avoided wherever possible throughout the proposed works,
with an appropriate 10 m buffer, and a 50 m buffer for confirmed great crested newt
ponds. Appropriate mitigation measures will need to be considered to avoid adverse
implications to great crested newt and other amphibians.

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project 15



Conclusion

The primary purpose of this report is to provide an assessment of the presence or likely
absence of great crested newt and their biodiversity importance within the Survey Area
to ES Volume 6, Chapter 5: Likely Significant Effects. An assessment of potential
impacts (considering embedded mitigation), any additional mitigation and residual
effects has been undertaken and included within ES Volume 6, Chapter 5: Likely
Significant Effects.

The surveys carried out in 2024 indicate an absence of great crested newt in sections of
the Survey Area, and potential presence in at least one location. Further surveys
conducted pre-construction may be required to inform licence and mitigation
requirements for the whole of the Wider Works site.

It is assumed at this stage that all water bodies will be avoided as part of the proposed
works and appropriate buffer zones will be implemented. Pollution prevention measures
will be required, specifically those required for works within sensitive habitats and near
water bodies and watercourses.

National Grid | Pentir to Trawsfynydd Reinforcement Project 16
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