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Housekeeping

✓ Attendees will be muted

✓ Cameras will be turned off

✓ Recording used for internal 
notetaking purposes

✓ Post questions via Q&A tab

✓ Questions published in Q&A tab

LionLink Project Update Webinar – April 2024



Who are we?

About National Grid



Meeting the UK’s energy needs

Background

65% increase in UK’s electricity consumption by 2035

More onshore and offshore infrastructure needed

Essential for energy resilience and reducing the UK’s use of fossil fuels

Support net zero targets

Ensures affordable energy



LionLink interconnector

Supply up to 1.8 gigawatts (GW) 
– enough to power approx. 2.5 

million homes

Project recap

Increased interconnector capacity by 
2030 (Government target of 18GW of 

interconnector capacity by 2030)

Strengthen the UK’s 
national energy security

Lower energy bills – LionLink is 
expected to save UK consumers almost 

£300 million in its first ten years

Provide clean, green, renewable energy –
carbon savings in first year equivalent to 

600,000 fewer cars on the road

Link the UK and Dutch 
electricity grids



LionLink: infrastructure

Project recap



Design evolution – the journey so far 

Project recap

Phase 1
(2017)

Phase 2
(2018-
2022)

Phase 3
(2022)

Phase 4
(2023)

Phase 5
(2024)

Securing a connection 
agreement

Siting and routing 
options

First public 
consultation 

Second public 
consultation

Emerging preferences 

A phased approach has been taken to develop the project proposals:



2022 consultation

Key themes from this consultation highlighted:

Consultation recap

Using this feedback and additional assessments 
we identified:

Preference for 
coordinated 

infrastructure options

Support for avoiding 
protected areas

Concerns about 
cumulative impact on 

local communities

Alternative landfall 
Walberswick site

Alternative onshore cable 
route north of Southwold 



Over 18,000 residents and businesses contacted

1,318 feedback responses were received

126 people attended our community webinar events

11,853 unique views of our website and virtual exhibition

1,317 people attended our in-person community events

2023 consultation 

Consultation update



Key themes
Consultation update

Suggestions of alternative 
infrastructure

Impact of construction on 
local tourist industries 

Local ecology and 
biodiversity concerns 

Impact on
land designations

Construction methodologies 
and concerns over 
restoration work 

Preference for coordinating Health and 
community impacts 

Archaeology and local 
heritage impacts 

Feedback on 
consultation 

Concerns around 
land quality



Shortlisted 
options 
(2022/3)

4 converter station 
search area options

Proposed Friston 
substation

5 landfall options

Consultation update



Identifying our emerging 
preferences
• Analysis and decision making objectively 

reviewed by multiple teams

• Consideration of colocation and 
coordination opportunities

• Review of previous decisions

• Consideration of emerging survey 
information

• Inclusion of 2022 and 2023 non-statutory 
consultation responses

Consultation update
Considerations:
• Topography, access, ownership

• Ecology, landscape, heritage 

• Impacts (including noise, vibration, 
light, air quality, traffic)

• Existing properties, infrastructure, 
future development 

• Recreation and tourism

• Hydrology, geology, flood risk, 
coastal erosion

• Relevant Planning Policies

• Shipping/fishing and vessel activity 

• Construction feasibility and cost 





Environmental 
constraints



Emerging 
preferences

Consultation update

Proposed Friston 
substation

1 converter station 
search area option

2 landfall options

For more information 
on refinement process 
in our Consultation 
Summary Report here.

https://www.nationalgrid.com/document/151096/download


Project timeline

Project timeline

Connection 
agreement
Received in 
August 2022

Non-statutory 
consultation
October –
December 
2022

Supplementary 
non-statutory 
consultation
September –
November 
2023

EIA scoping 
report 
submission
2024

Statutory 
consultation
2025

DCO 
application 
submission
2025

DCO decision
2026

Final 
investment 
decision
2027

Operational
2030

We are here

Completed

Construction



Next steps

Summer 2024 Update Newsletter

Further studies and assessments – a 
schedule of works will be added to the 
LionLink website

Statutory consultation in 2025

Next steps



Community newsletter

Publishing quarterly

18,000 hardcopies posted 

Winter 2023 and Spring 2024

Updates, FAQs and other info

Available on our website

Engaging with communities



Getting in touch

0800 083 1787

info@LionLink.nationalgrid.com

Freepost NGV LionLink Consultation
nationalgrid.com/LionLink

mailto:info@LionLink.nationalgrid.com


Thank you for your time 



Questions
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