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The youngsters collected the honour after a tough battle of skills which saw them pit their hand-built robot against those of three Suffolk schools.

The competition, held on Tuesday night (24 March) at Westbourne Academy in Ipswich, brought together teams from St Helena School, Sudbury’s Thomas
Gainsborough School, East Bergholt High School and Westbourne Academy. 

The students proudly demonstrated the robots they had designed, programmed and built over the past academic year using VEX robotics kits donated by National Grid
as part of the company’s commitment to promoting science, technology, engineering and maths in schools.

The youngsters put their creations to the test in a series of fun matches that saw the robots steer through cones, dribble balls, score goals and stack cubes.

National Grid Senior Project Manager Brian Smethurst, who presided over the tournament, said: “This is all about inspiring young people to study ‘STEM’ subjects -
science, technology, engineering and maths. It is really impressive to see what these students are achieving.

“We’re going to need 200,000 engineers in this country by 2023 and that is just in the energy and utilities sector alone. If young people get these key ‘STEM’
qualifications, doors to fantastic careers will open for them.”

Science teacher Dani James of  St.Helena school said: “This has been phenomenal! There is fantastic team spirit at these competitions and we have loved seeing the
overwhelming enthusiasm from our young team.”

The St Helena team won VEX Robotics vouchers and free entry to a VEX regional competition, which would see them up against schools from across East Anglia.
Thomas Gainsborough were crowned overall winners, while Westbourne Academy picked up the Enthusiasm award and East Bergholt High School collected the
Engineering Award.
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St Helena scoops prize in robot
competition

‘Chipping in’ together saw Colchester’s St Helena School scoop an
award for teamwork at National Grid’s robotics competition.
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Notes for editors

 

Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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