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Youngsters from schools across Kent compete in sponsored competition
Contest designed to promote STEM (Science, technology, engineering and mathematics) in schools
 Event organised by National Grid in partnership with the world’s largest robotics programme provider VEX Robotics Inc

 

Students from five schools in Kent have shown off their new engineering skills at a VEX Robotics competition designed to inspire the engineers of tomorrow.

 

The tournament – held at Simon Langton Grammar School on Wednesday 29 June – saw students pit their wits against each other to build robots to enter into the VEX
‘Nothing but Net’ game which sees the robots fire balls into nets set at different heights. Students from other Kent schools Dane Court Grammar School, Castle
Community College, Invicta Grammar School and Sandwich Technology School, also competed.

 

VEX Robotics is a fun new programme which is part of National Grid’s UK-wide scheme to encourage budding young engineers to take an interest in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) subjects.

 

Over the past year, National Grid has sponsored the local schools to take part in the programme.

 

Each of the schools received VEX Robotics kits from National Grid at the beginning of the school year, and were tasked with building a robot to enter into the inter-
school competition. The robots remain the property of each school, and the students are able to continue building and programming their robots to enter Regional and
National VEX Robotics competitions in the upcoming school year.

 

Robocomp: Kent robotic games
help inspire engineers of the future

Kent kids learn new skills through robotic competition
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Councillor Michael Northey, Deputy Cabinet Member for Education at Kent County Council, attended the competition. He got to see the students’ robots in action and
heard from the students about the challenges they have faced in building their robots and the skills they have learnt from the programme.

 

Cllr Northey said: “It was great fun to see teams of young people working together on constructing and improving robots. These had a practical purpose and the young
people learnt team skills and creative solutions all against the clock. There was the fun of competition and they are all to be congratulated for finding different solutions
to the same problem.”

 

“This country depends heavily on engineering and scientific skills, and it is good to see these young people of Kent doing so well in developing and applying these
skills. It promises well for the future. We at Kent County Council are very keen to encourage STEM skills and we are encouraged to see such good work. Thanks to
National Grid and Simon Langton Boys’ Grammar School for providing the opportunities for this excellent event.

 

Graeme George, Subject Leader for Computer Science at Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, said: “The students have been truly inspired by this project and this
would not have been possible without the help and support of National Grid. The competition was a great chance for our students to show off their hard work while
learning new skills”.

 

National Grid Project Engineer Bob Jones, said: “The idea behind the scheme is to try and provide a fun way to spark an interest in STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) subjects.

 

“It was great to see the students enjoying themselves at the competition and who knows maybe some of them will go onto be the engineers of tomorrow.”

 

Contact for media information only

Share this page

  

Notes for editors

 

Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
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parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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