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• Engineers have successfully sunk a 30m shaft in the grounds of the Royal Hospital Chelsea

• Work site has been cleared and engineers have shifted their focus to Battersea Park for the next phase of the project  
• The 330m tunnel is National Grid Gas Distribution's biggest civil engineering project and will help local regeneration boom

 

  
Engineers have completed phase one of National Grid’s flagship Tunnel under the River Thames.

 

The project forms a critical part of National Grid Gas Distribution's vital work to future-proof London’s gas infrastructure for the 21st century and involves three of
London’s most famous locations: the Royal Hospital Chelsea, Battersea Park and the River Thames.

 

Work recently finished on the project’s first phase, a 30m shaft which has been sunk in the grounds of the Royal Hospital Chelsea. The site has now been cleared to
make sure the project doesn’t disrupt local events, such as the Chelsea Flower Show.

 

Engineers are now shifting their focus to Battersea Park, where another 30m deep shaft will be sunk.  Work on this is scheduled to be completed in August 2017 after
which tunnelling under the River Thames will begin.

On target: First phase of flagship
Tunnel under the River Thames
completed as work shifts to
Battersea Park

Engineers complete tunnel shaft in the grounds of the Royal Hospital
Chelsea on schedule
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A micro tunnel boring machine (TBM) remotely controlled by an above ground operator will be used to carve out the 330m long tunnel.  The tunnelling phase of the
project is expected to be completed sometime in 2018 after which the new intermediate pressure gas pipe will be installed.

 

Andy Hickling, the Director of Estates, Facilities and Quartermaster at the Royal Hospital Chelsea, said: “We fully understand the importance of this project but initially
we did have concerns that a project of this scale could adversely impact the major events we hold such as the Chelsea Flower Show, Masterpiece and the Global
Champions Tour. 

 

“I’m pleased to report that these concerns have not materialised and we could not have wished for a more cooperative and highly professional workforce.”

 

He added: “The Hospital is not only looking forward to our events season but to welcoming back National Grid Gas Distribution to complete the project.”

 

Project Manager Andrew Hejdner said: “I’d like to thank the Royal Hospital Chelsea and its residents for their patience and understanding over the past few months
while we’ve been carrying out work in their grounds.

 

“Our team have got to know many of the residents some of whom served as military engineers or who went onto become engineers after leaving the forces,

 

“We’ve had some fascinating conversations with them and it turned out that one of the guys had worked on the Channel Tunnel project.”

 

To get to this stage the project team has had to do a huge amount of work. This has included discussions with 15 different organisations, securing 20 different
permissions, working around other major projects such as Thames Tideway and ensuring local events such as the Chelsea Flower Show and arts fair Masterpiece were
not affected by the project.

 

Mr Hejdner explained: “We’re working to a very tight schedule and we had to be off the Royal Hospital site by the end of March to make sure events such as the Chelsea
Flower Show weren’t affected by our project.

 

“I’m delighted to say that we’re proceeding according to schedule thanks to the hard work and commitment of our project team.”

 

The project is being delivered by National Grid Gas Distribution’s strategic partner tRIIO, which also includes contractors Mott Macdonald and Skanska. The tunnel is
part of National Grid’s £1billion investment in replacing ageing gas mains across the capital.

 

For more information on the project call 0800 389 8261, email nationalgrid@londongasmains.co.uk or visit: www2.nationalgrid.com/UK/In-your-area/Projects/London-
Gas-Mains-Replacement
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Notes for editors

 

Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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