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▪       Plant will produce affordable sustainable source of  fuel for homes and trucks

▪       Technology could provide fuel for all of Britain’s HGVs or meet a third of domestic heating demand

National Grid Gas Distribution is helping to cross a bold new frontier in green gas development to provide a clean, affordable and sustainable source of energy.

This week the company signed a £6.3m deal to help fund the world’s first commercially operating BioSNG (bio-substitute natural gas) plant in Swindon, which will make
gas from household waste.

The deal completes financing for the project and will enable construction of the £25m plant to begin.

Once operational the plant will provide fuel for a fleet of 40 trucks belonging to Howard Tenens, a local logistics company. This will result in an 80 per cent cut in
greenhouse gas emissions for the fleet. 

By the first half of 2018 the plant will also be able to supply gas to homes, businesses and community facilities. 

When fully operational the plant will be able to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by more than 5000 tonnes per year. The technology has the potential to provide
100TWh (terawatt hours) of green gas a year – enough to fuel all of Britain’s heavy good vehicles or meet one third of its domestic heating demand.

 Another benefit is that no adaptations of domestic appliances are required to use BioSNG.

 National Grid Gas Distribution Chief Executive Chris Train, OBE, said: “National Grid Gas Distribution is delighted to invest in this important project.

“Developing green technologies such as BioSNG means our customers can keep on using our network and their existing household appliances for affordable energy
which will also be more sustainable and eco-friendly. Green gas fuelled vehicles also cause much less pollution than diesel and are particularly suitable for inner cities.”

He added: “Making gas from household waste also reduces the amount of waste sent to landfill.

“As a long established player in the gas industry we’re delighted to be at the forefront of this exciting new frontier in the sector.”
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Additional backing for the plant is being provided by the Department for Transport’s Advanced Biofuel Competition, Network Innovation Competition, (run by energy
regulator Ofgem), Advanced Plasma Power, Wales & West Utilities and Progressive Energy
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Notes for editors

 

Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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