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         Two gas holders to be removed at Meadowhall and one at Neepsend
         Meadowhall gas holder was the largest of its type in the world when it was built

 

Disused industrial sites in Sheffield could be set for a new lease of life as National Grid takes down three former gasholders across the city.

The gas and electricity network operator is in the early stages of dismantling the structures at Meadowhall and Neepsend. It is hoped that removing the gas holders,
which haven’t stored gas for a number of years, could clear the way for future regeneration of the sites.

Both sites have a long history in helping supply Sheffield with gas, with the Neepsend gasworks site dating back to 1852. South Yorkshire was granted powers to
develop the first gas grid in the country in 1931, ensuring the whole region had a steady supply of gas for the first time.

 The ability to heat homes and have hot water on tap meant the project was warmly received, and it was not long before a boost in capacity was needed. As part of this
expansion two gasholders were built at Meadowhall.

Visible from the M1 Tinsley Viaduct, the duo were constructed around the same time as their taller former neighbours – the Tinsley Cooling Towers. The first - and
largest of the two gasholders - had a capacity of eight million cubic feet and was the largest spiral-guided gasholder in the world when it was first built in 1938. The
second gasholder was added at the site soon after to keep up with demand.

 Today, improvements in the way gas is stored means gasholders are no longer needed.

National Grid Land Regeneration Manager Katherine Scargill said: “The sites at Meadowhall and Neepsend have a long history in supplying gas to the region, but
improvements in how we store gas means gasholders are no longer needed. By regenerating the sites we hope they can be put to a better use for the community in the
future.

“Preserving heritage is important to us. We are looking at ways to keep alive the memory of the gasholders and the industrial history they represent.”

 National Grid is holding two public drop-in sessions for anyone who wants to find out more about the gasholders and how it goes about taking down these large
structures.
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 Join National Grid at Saint Thomas Church, Newman Road, Sheffield, S9 1LP on 22nd September, 3-7pm to talk about the Meadowhall gasholders.

 Or The Hillsborough Hotel, 54-58 Langsett Road, Sheffield, S6 2UB on 23rd September, 3-7pm to talk about the Neepsend gasholders.
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Pictured: the gasholders at Meadowhall and Neepsend

 

Contact for media information only



Privacy policy |  Legal  |  All Rights Reserved © 2014 National Grid

Share this page

  

Notes for editors

 

Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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