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Self-testing carbon monoxide alarm
Remote monitoring of carbon monoxide escape, low battery or tampering of alarm

National Grid has enlisted the help of Lancaster University to trial a new intelligent carbon monoxide alarm within student accommodation managed by the university.
 200 new alarms have been installed in student houses as part of a six month trial to test the alarms that have wireless connectivity.

The advantage of the intelligent alarm is that it is monitored remotely.  If an alarm is triggered by a carbon monoxide escape, a battery issue or someone tampering with
the device, a text will be sent to the university’s maintenance manager so that they can investigate the fault.  The new system also provides the manager access to a
web site that gives them a view of the results of all their properties by individual address and results of the weekly testing of each alarm.

Leigh Page, stakeholder delivery manager at National Grid said, “We’re keen to be an industry leader on innovation and we’re delighted to sponsor the intelligent
carbon monoxide monitor project. We are hopeful that the project will support our ambition to reduce the number of carbon monoxide incidents each year.

“This type of alarm could help those living in student accommodation, local authority housing and sheltered accommodation, by detecting carbon monoxide gas and
saving lives. The trial we’re running in student houses at Lancaster University will help us learn more about the alarms and how everyone can benefit from them.

“We also see the potential, specifically for specialist groups such as the deaf and hard of hearing because of the text messaging capability of this alarms system."

The students are given carbon monoxide education when the alarm is installed and advised to call the national gas emergency number 0800 111 999, in the usual way
should they suspect carbon monoxide poisoning.

Scott Wallace, Smart Compliance director, who manufacture the intelligent alarms said, “We’re delighted that our carbon monoxide detectors are starting the first phase
of this project in student accommodation. Our aim is to keep people safe from carbon monoxide and to raise awareness of this deadly gas. We see this collaboration
between ourselves, the Energy Innovation Centre and National Grid as paving the way for an innovation change in how we detect carbon monoxide and protect people
in the future.”
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Notes for editors

Smart Compliance Ltd, the manufacturer of the devices, will monitor the carbon monoxide levels, device performance and receive reports wirelessly throughout the trial.
The monitor automatically self- tests on a weekly basis and sends messages to a secure web server that reports the information by property.

This trial is part of a 600 unit trial across the UK, funded by the National Innovation Allowance the Ofgem fund.

 

Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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