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Launched in London in 2010, City Year UK has expanded to Birmingham and will launch in Manchester this September
National Grid has supported City Year UK since it started in 2010

Politician Meg Hillier joined in the celebrations as National Grid and City Year UK celebrated half a decade of making a difference to the lives of London’s youngsters.

The Hackney South and Shoreditch MP, was the special guest at an event to mark the landmark fifth birthday of the initiative, which was held at Whitmore Primary
School.

Whitmore was one of the first five schools to pilot City Year in the UK back in 2010.  Since then, City Year UK has grown to 22 schools across London and Birmingham
and is now preparing to launch in Manchester.

Founded by two Harvard graduates in the USA in 1988, City Year UK works with schools in disadvantaged areas. National Grid played an instrumental part in launching
City Year in the UK and has sponsored the initiative since its inception in London.

At City Year UK’s heart is the corps of dedicated young local role-models who volunteer for a year to support children at participating schools excel in their studies. One
of City Year UK’s original volunteers Rodney Williams was among the guests at the birthday bash.

The visit took Rodney, who now works as a Project Officer on National Grid’s flagship London Power Tunnels scheme, back to his roots as he spent a year as a City
Year UK volunteer at the school after university.

He said: “Being a City Year UK volunteer for a year at a school is a great way to give back and make a positive difference to young people’s lives. You really get to know
the kids and be a part of their lives.
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“The 12 months I spent as a City Year UK volunteer at the school had a big impact on me and gave me new skills and experiences that University didn’t and it helped me
get where I am today.”

Rodney added: “It’s great to be back at Whitmore Primary School and to hear about how City Year UK is continuing to work with National Grid to do great stuff with young
people at schools across the capital and beyond.”

Meg Hillier said: “It's great to see City Year thriving in Hackney. Pupils really benefit from these additional role models in the classroom.”

She added: “And I congratulate National Grid on their sustained commitment to Hackney and Whitmore primary school - let's hope this breeds a new generation of
engineers in Hackney."

Penny Smith, Head Teacher at Whitmore Primary School said: “Year after year, City Year UK’s volunteers make an invaluable contribution, with their energy, drive and
commitment felt across the entire school. 

“They start the day with the children in breakfast club, followed by fun exercises in the playground to get them ‘fired up’ and ready to learn. Once the school days starts,
the volunteers can be found supporting children in class, running games at playtime, developing sports and tutoring children.”

She added: “They act as a brilliant bridge between teachers and children as children respond well to their unique role as mentors.”  

National Grid’s Head of Cable Tunnels David Luetchford, was also at the celebration, he said: “National Grid has an important role in connecting Londoners to the
energy they use, but it’s also important that we connect with the communities where we work.

“Our work with City Year UK enables us to connect with one of the capital’s most precious resources – its young people.”

He added: “It’s great to see firsthand how the programme is making such a positive difference in the lives of young people.”

Links:

http://p19-preview.awardspace.net/cityyear.org.uk/

http://www.nationalgridconnecting.com/unleashing-citizen-power-with-city-year/

http://www.londonpowertunnels.co.uk/
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Notes for editors

 

Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
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As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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