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Eakring training centre in Nottinghamshire gearing up for more trainees
National Grid extends living wage to apprentices and trainees

National Grid’s Training Academy at Eakring in Nottinghamshire is gearing up to open its doors to hundreds more apprentices in the coming years.

National Grid Chief Executive Steve Holliday said the company is likely to double the number of apprentices and trainee engineers it will be employing over the next
decade to address a skills shortage in the industry.

All the trainees will be passing through the Nottinghamshire centre during their courses and apprenticeships. In recent years, National Grid has invested £12 million in
new facilities, including state-of-the art working replicas of gas and electricity installations and a virtual reality training suite.

Mr Holliday recently visited the centre to present certificates to young people who have qualified after three years of study and on-the-job training.

He said: “Over the last ten years 1,325 young people have graduated from a National Grid Advanced Apprenticeship, Engineer Training Programme or Graduate
Development Programme. Looking ahead, we will very likely double that number in the next ten years.

“Eakring is a fantastic investment in our future. We believe we need the very best talent, which is why we are investing a phenomenal amount of money in our facilities
and training programmes. In our company it doesn’t matter where you start – the world is your oyster.”

National Grid New Talent Manager Aaron Coulson says the centre is geared up and ready for the rise in new apprentices and trainees. 

“In September we took on 183 new people across our apprenticeships, graduate schemes and engineer training programmes with the number set to rise to 250 next
year,” he explained.

“We have invested millions of pounds in new facilities at Eakring and our education programmes have been judged as outstanding by Ofsted. The Academy can look
forward to a long and secure future.”

National Grid apprentices and trainees have a further reason to celebrate.  The company, which was recently named as a Living Wage employer, has extended this
scheme to include not only its staff but also those taking part in its training programmes.  This means that all employees will now earn at least £7.85 an hour.

Mr Holiday has presented a plaque to the Eakring centre, recognising National Grid’s accreditation as Living Wage employer.
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He said: “We have been accredited as a Living Wage employer but we go beyond the minimum and apply these principles to our apprentices, interns and graduates.”

Pictured (left to right) apprentices Hatim Isap, Megan Holt and Jack Stott celebrate National Grid being accredited as a Living Wage employer
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Notes to Editors:  
National Grid is pivotal to the energy systems in the UK and the north eastern United States. We aim to serve customers well and efficiently, supporting the
communities in which we operate and making possible the energy systems of the future. 
 
National Grid in the UK:

We own and operate the electricity transmission network in England and Wales, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. We
also operate, but do not own, the Scottish networks. Our networks comprise approximately 7,200 kilometres (4,474 miles) of overhead line, 1,500
kilometres (932 miles) of underground cable and 342 substations.
We own and operate the gas National Transmission System in Great Britain, with day-to-day responsibility for balancing supply and demand. Our
network comprises approximately 7,660 kilometres (4,760 miles) of high-pressure pipe and 618 above-ground installations.
As Great Britain’s System Operator (SO) we make sure gas and electricity is transported safely and efficiently from where it is produced to where it is
consumed.  From April 2019, Electricity System Operator (ESO) is a new standalone business within National Grid, legally separate from all other
parts of the National Grid Group. This will provide the right environment to deliver a balanced and impartial ESO that can realise real benefits for
consumers as we transition to a more decentralised, decarbonised electricity system.

Other UK activities mainly relate to businesses operating in competitive markets outside of our core regulated businesses; including interconnectors,
gas metering activities and a liquefied natural gas (LNG) importation terminal – all of which are now part of National Grid Ventures. National Grid
Property is responsible for the management, clean-up and disposal of surplus sites in the UK. Most of these are former gas works.

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions to some of the challenges we face
at https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/news
National Grid undertakes no obligation to update any of the information contained in this release, which speaks only as at the date of this release, unless
required by law or regulation.
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